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SPECIAL introduction 


T T , TO tin; time of the Du Burry the court oM< ranee 
I 1 had been the stage where the whole pohUeal and 
^ human drama of that country was enacted. Un- 
A.. r Louis XV. the drama had been transformed mto 
parades- parades which were of as much importance to 
the people as to those who took part m them. 1 w 
spectator ft, hitherto silent, now boffin to luss and be. 
moved. The scene of the comedy was changed, ami u, 
ptuy was continued among tlm spectators, llut old the- 
iul became an miU-chumbcr or n dressing-room 
was no longer important except m connection with the 
(iurdinnl do JUtrnin ami tins Due tie Richelieu, »r Madame 
de Pompadour and Madame du Barry. 

The monarchy luul still n stop to take towards its 
downfall. It hud already created the -Lm <m.\ t»f. 
Louis XV. *h seraglio), hut had not yet descended to tht 
Parisian house, of prostitution. It made this du>u .nt 
lean in is on the arm of Madame du Barry. Madame du 

uf taking herself oft to Louisiana to repent, she plunged 
L tl Ko den whirlpool at Versailles us a ftnl»h to her 
career. Could the coaches of a Kin, mean more than 
the ordinary carriage of an abandoned gn 

Icatmc Vuubernier — known in the bagnios by tho name 
„f Jl S,lis,« 6 Lange -as horn at — « 
was Teanne d'Arc. Better still, this later Jeanne sau 
openly at Versailles- dared she say 
sL was descended to a straight Into from th« ^ lu “’ 

the venerated, the august, sacred, ^^“^Ooftan 
« Why did Du Barry come to Pans?* says T,um »o* a 

in that account of the Chateau de Luc.cn, >c which 
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makes a brilliant and learned chapter in the history of 
France. «Does one ever know precisely why things are 
done ? She obeyed the magnet which attracts to Paris 
all who in themselves have a title to glory, to celebrity 
or to misfortune. Du Barry had a pretty, provincial 
face, bright and charming, a face astonished at every- 
thing, hair soft and ash-colored, blue eyes, veiled and 
half open, and a skin fair with rose tints. She was a 
child of destiny. . Who could have said, when she crossed 
the great ^ town in her basket cart, which rolled lazily 
along on its massive, creaking wheels, that some day she 
would have equipages more beautiful than any of those 
which covered her with mud in passing, and on her 
arms more laces and diamonds than any of these ladies 
attended by footmen in liveries?® 

When Jeanne left the provinces to come to Paris, she 
found her native country. She was granted the freedom 
of the city, and expanded in her joy like a delicate 
plant transplanted into a hothouse. She found herself 
at home for the first time; and felt that she could rule as a 
despot over all frequenters of the streets. She learned 
fashion and love at one and the same time. Gourdan 
had a hat made for her, and, as a reward, initiated her 
into the customs. But she was called to other destinies. 

One day, when she was walking in the Tuileries, a 
lunatic— and lunatics have second sight — asked her 
favor when she should become queen. Du Barry said 
to herself: « This man is mad.® But then she thought 
of the Pompadour, blushed — it was the only time — and 
turned her eyes towards Versailles. 

But Versailles was an unhoped-for shore to such a 
girl as this, a girl known to all Paris. Would the King 
care to be the lover of one who had ruled all his courte- 
sans ? Who could say? The King often wearied of what 
he had Had not a poet already been found who com- 
pared her to Venus: 

O Jeanne, thy beauty seduces 

And charms the whole world; 

In vain does the duchess redden 

And the princess growl; 
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They know that Venus rides proudly 
The foam of the wave. 

The poet, while not Voltaire, was no less a man than 
Boufflers. 

While the King was seeking a mistress — a nocturnal 
reverse of Diogenes, fleeing from the lanterns of the 
wise — he found Jeanne Vaubernier. He thought he could 
love her for one evening. <( Not enough,® said she, (< you 
must love me until broad daylight.® So he loved her 
for a whole day. What should one eat in order to be 
loved by royalty ? Was it necessary to have a coat of 
arms ? She had them in number, because she had been 
loved by all the great names in the book of heraldry. 
And so she begged the Viscount Jean du Barry to give 
her the title of viscountess. <( Better still, ® exclaimed 
Jean, *1 will give you the title of countess. My brother 
will marry you; he is a male scamp, and you are the 
female. What a beautiful marriage ! ® 

So they were united. The newly made countess was 
solemnly presented at court by a countess of ancient 
date, namely, the Countess de Bearn. King Voltaire 
protested, in a satire entitled (< The Court of King 
Petaicd* (topsy-turvy), afterwards denying it. The Due 
de Choiseul protested, France protested, but all Versailles 
threw itself passionately at the feet of the new countess. 
Even the daughters of the King paid her court, and 
allowed her to call them by their pet names: Loque, 
Chiffe, and Graille. The King, jealous of this gracious 
familiarity, wished her to call him by some pet name, 
and so the Bacchante, who believed that through the 
King she held all France in her hand, called him * La 
France,® making him a wife to his Gray Musketeers. 

Oh, that happy time! Du Barry and Louis XV. hid 
their life — like the sage — in their little apartments. She 
honeyed his chocolate, and he himself made her coffee. 
Royalty consecrated a new verb for the dictionary of 
the Academy, and Madame du Barry said to the King: 
(< At home, I can love you to madness. ® The King gave 
the castle of Lucienne to his mistress in order to be 
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able to sing the same song. Truly the Romeo and Juliet 
de la main gauche. 

Du Barry threw out her fish-wifely epithets with inef- 
fable tenderness. She only opened her eyes half way, 
even when she took him by the throat The King was 
enchanted by these humors. It was a new world. But 
someone said to him: <( Ah! Sire, it is easy to see that 
your Majesty has never been at the house of Gourdan.® 

Yet Du Barry was adored by poets and artists. She 
extended both hands to them. Jeanne’s beauty had a 
penetrating, singular charm. At once she was blonde 
and brunette — black eyebrows and lashes with blue eyes, 
rebellious light hair with darker shadows, cheeks of ideal' 
contour, whose pale rose tints were often heightened 
by two or three touches — a lie <( formed by the hand 
of Love,® as anthology puts it — a nose with expressive 
nostrils, an air of childlike candour, and a look seductive 
to intoxication. A bold yet shrinking Yenus, a Hebe 
yet a Bacchante. With much grace Voltaire says: 

« Madame: 

(< M. de la Borde tells me that you have ordered him to kiss me 
on both cheeks for you: 

« That! Two kisses at life's end 
What a passport to send me! 

Two is one too much, Adorable Nymph; 

I should die of pleasure at the first. 

He showed me your portrait, and be not offended, Madame, when I 
tell you that I have taken the liberty of giving that the two kisses.® 

Perhaps Voltaird would not have written this letter, had 
he not read the one written by the King to the Due de 
Choiseul, who refused to pay court to the left-hand queen : 

w My Cousin, 

(< The discontent which your acts cause me forces me to exile you 
to Chanteloup, where you will take yourself within twenty-four hours. 

I would have sent you farther away were it not for the particular 
esteem in which I hold Madame de Choiseul. With this, I pray 
God, my cousin, to take you into His safe and holy protection. 

« Louis.® 

This exile was the only crime of the courtesan. On none 
of her enemies did she close the gates of the Bastille. And 
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more than once did she place a pen in the hands of Louis 
XV. with which to sign a pardon. Sometimes, indeed, 
she was ironic in her compassion. 

« Madame,® said M. de Sartines to her one day, <( I have 
discovered a rogue who is scattering songs about you; 
what is to be done with him ? » 

« Sentence him to sing them for a livelihood. » 

But she afterwards made the mistake of pensioning 
Chevalier de Morande to buy silence. 

The pleasures of the King and his favorite were troubled 
only by the fortune-tellers. Neither the King nor the 
countess believed in the predictions of the philosophers, 
but they did believe in divination. One day, returning 
from Choisy, Louis XV. found under a cushion of his 
coach a slip of paper on which was transcribed this pre- 
diction of the monk Aimonius, the savant who could read 
all things from the vast book of the stars: 


« As soon as Childeric had returned from 
Thuringia, he was crowned King of France 
And no sooner was he King than he espoused 
Basine, wife of the King of Thuringia. 

She came herself to find Childeric. The 
first night of the marriage, and before the King 
had retired, the queen begged Childeric to look 
from one of the palace windows which opened on a 
park, and tell what he saw there. Childeric 
looked out and, much terrified, reported to the 
princess that he had seen tigers and lions. 

Basine sent him a second time to look out. 

This time the prince only saw bears and wolves, 

and the third time he perceived only cats and dogs, 

fighting and combating each other. Then Basme 

said to him: I will give you an explanation of what 

yon have seen: The first figure shows you your 

successors, who will excel you in courage and power; 

the second represents another race which wiU be , 

illustrious for their conquests, and which wiU 

vour kingdom for many centuries; but the third denotes 

the end rf your kingdom, which will be given over to pleasures 

and will lose to you the friendship of your subjects, 

and this because the little animals signify a people who 

emancipated from fear of princes, will massacre them and then 

make war upon each other .» 


XXIV 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTION 


Louis read the prediction and passed the paper to 
the Countess : <( After us the end of the world, ® said she 
gaily. The King laughed, but the Abbe de Beauvais 
celebrated high mass at Versailles after the carnival of 
1774, and dared to say, in righteous anger: «This 
carnival is the last; yet forty days and Nineveh shall 
perish. ® Louis turned pale. « Is it God who speaks 
thus ? ® murmured he, raising his eyes to the altar. The 
next day he went to the hunt in grand style, but from that 
evening he was afraid of solitude and silence : « It is like 

the tomb ; I do not wish to put myself in such a place, ® 
said he to Madame du Barry. The Due de Richelieu 
tried to divert him. “No,® said he suddenly, as if the 
Trappist’s denunciation had again recurred to him, « I shall 
be at ease only when these forty days have passed. ® He 
died on the fortieth day. 

Du Barry believed neither in God nor in the devil, but 
she believed in the almanac of Libge. She scarcely read 
any book but this — faithful to her earliest habits. And the 
almanac of Likge, in its prediction for April, 1774, said: 
<( A woman, the greatest of favorites, will play her last 
role.® So Madame the Countess du Barry said without 
ceasing: * I shall not be tranquil until these forty days 
have passed.® The thirty-seventh day the King went to 
the hunt attended with all the respect due to his rank. 
Jeanne wept in silence and prayed to God as one who has 
long neglected her prayers. 

Louis XV. had not neglected his prayers, and gave 
two hundred thousand livres to the poor, besides ordering 
masses at St. Genevibve. Parliament opened the shrine, 
and knelt gravely before that miraculous relic. The least 
serious of all these good worshippers was, strange to say, 
the curate of St. Genevieve: « Ah, well!® said he gaily, 
when Louis was dead, «let us continue to talk of the 
miracles of St. Genevieve. Of what can you complain ? 
Is not the King dead?® 


At the last moment it was not God who held the heart 
of Louis — it was his mistress. « Ask the Countess to 
come here again,® he said. 

Sire, you know that she has gone away,® they answered. 
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« All I has she gone? Then I must go!» So he de- 

^Hif end drew forth some maledictions. There were 
insults even at his funeral services. Nevertheless,^ 
said one old soldier, «he was at the battle of Fontenoy. 
That was the most eloquent funeral oration of Louis XV. 

« The King is dead, long live the King! _ But before 
the death of Louis XVI. they cried: «The king is dead, 

long live the Republic! » . . - 

Rose-colored mourning was worn in the good city of 
Paris. The funeral oration of the King and a lament 
his mistress were pronounced by Sophie Arnould, o 
which masterpiece of sacred eloquence the last words 
only are preserved: « Behold us orphaned both of father 

“if MafUmie du Barry was one of the seven plagues of 
royalty, she died faithful to royalty. After her exile 
to Pont aux Dames she returned to Lucienne wkeie > the 
Due de Cossd Brissae consoled her for the death 
Louis XV. But what she loved in Louis was that 
was a King; her true country was Versailles; her true 
light was the sun of court life. Like Montespan, also 
a courtesan of high order, she often went m these .dark 
days to cast a loving look upon the solitary park m the 
maze of the Trianon. Yet she was particularly happy 

^ “compared her to Manon Lescaut, and I believe 
her to have Been also a sister to Ganesm. All three 

were destroyed by passion. . ^ 

One day she found herself still young at Lucienne, 
although her sun was setting. She loved the Due de 
Brissae, and how many pages of her past romance would 
she that day have liked to erase and forget. 

« Why do you weep, Countess ? * asked her lover. 

« My friend," she responded, «I weep because I love 
you, shall I say it? I weep because lam happy. 

She was right; happiness is a festival that should know 
no to-morrow. But on the morrow of her happiness, the 
Revolution knocked at the castle gate of Lucienne. 

Who goes there?" 
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(< I am Justice; prepare for destiny.® 

The Queen, the true queen, had been good to her as 
to everybody. Marie Antoinette remembered that the 
favorite had not been wicked. The debts of Du Barry 
were paid and money enough was given to her so that 
she could still give with both hands. Lucienne became 
an echo of Versailles. Foreign kings and Parisian philos- 
ophers came to chat in its portals. Minerva visited shame- 
less Venus. But wisdom took not root at Lucienne. 

For the Revolution, alas ! had to cut off this charming 
head, which was at one time the ideal of beauty — of 
court beauty. Madame du Barry gave hospitality to the 
wounded at the arrest of the queen. « These wounded 
youths have no other regret than that they have not 
died for a princess so worthy as your Majesty,® she said. 
« What I have done for these brave men is only what they 
have merited. I consoled them, and I respect their 
wounds when I think, Madame, that without their de- 
votion, your Majesty would no longer be alive. Lucienne 
is yours, Madame, for was it not your beneficence which 
gave it to me ? All I possess has come to me through 
the royal family. I have too much loyalty to forget it. ® 

But negro Zamor became a citizen like Mirabeau. It 
was Zamor who took to Du Barry her lover’s head. It was 
Zamor who denounced her at the club of the Jacobins. 

The fealty (faith) of the black man is white,® said the 
negro. But he learned how to make it red. Jeanne was 
imprisoned and tried before Dumas. 

(< Your age?® 

« Forty-two years.® She was really forty-seven. Co- 
quetry even at the guillotine. 

The public accuser, Fouquier Tinville, was not disarmed 
by the sweet voluptuousness still possessed by this pale 
and already fading beauty. He accused her of treason 
against the nation. Could the defender of Du Barry, who 
had also defended Marie Antoinette, find an eloquent word ? 
No; Fouquier Tinville was more eloquent than Chauveau- 
Lagarde. So the mistress of Louis was condemned. It 
was eleven o’clock in the evening— r the hour for supper at 
Versailles when she was queen! 
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She passed the night in prayer and weeping, or rather in 
a frenzy of fright. In the morning she said it was <( too 
early to die” ; she wished to have a little time in order 
to make some disclosures. The Comitd sent someone 
to listen to her. What did she say ? She revealed all 
that was hidden away at Lucienne ; she gave word by word 
an inventory of the treasures she had concealed, forgetting 
nothing, for did not each word give her a second of time ? 

Have you finished?” said the inquisitor. <( No,” said 
Jeanne. (< I have not mentioned a silver syringe concealed 
under the staircase ! ” 

Meanwhile the horses of destiny stamped with im- 
patience, and spectators were knocking at the prison gate. 
When they put her, already half dead, on the little cart, 
she bent her head and grew pale. The Du Barry was 
alone — a sinner without redemption. 

She saw the people in the square of Louis XV.; she 
struck her breast three times and murmured: <( It is my 
fault ! ” But this Christian resignation abandoned her 
when she mounted the scaffold — there where the statue of 
Louis XV. had been — and she implored of the executioner: 
<( One moment, Mr, Executioner ! One moment more ! ” 

But the executioner was pitiless Sanson. It was the 
block and the knife — 'without the (< one moment!” 

Such was the last bed of the Du Barry. Had the almanac 
of Libge only predicted to her that the one who would lead 
her to her bed for the last time would not be a King but 
a citizen executioner, it might have been — but why 
moralize ? 





To the Reader 


As the early part of Madame du Barry’s care 
little to differentiate it from the life of an or 
courtesan, the editor has deemed it best to confi 
memoirs to the years in her life which helped tc 
history. 


— ED ITC 



CHAPTER I. 


Letter from Lebel — Visit from Lebel — Nothing conclusive— Another 
visit from Lebel — Invitation to sup with the king — Instructions of 
the comte Jean to the comtesse. 

O ne morning comte Jean entered my apartment, his 
face beaming with delight. 

“Read,® said he, giving me a letter, “read, Jean- 
nette : victory is ours. News from Morand. Lebel is 
coming to Paris, and will dine with us. Are we alone ? 5> 

« No, there are two of your countrymen whom you in- 
vited yesterday.® 

“I will write and put them off. Morand alone must 
dine with Lebel; he ought to have a place at the feast 
which he furnishes with such good music. Come,^ my 
dear girl, we touch the moment of importance, it is in 
your beauty and power of pleasing that I place all my 
hopes. I think I may rely on you; but, above all, do 
not forget that you are my sister-in-law.® 

« Brother-in-law,® said I, laughing, “it is not unneces- 
sary that I should know decidedly to which of your 
family I am married ? The custom in France is not that 
a woman be the undivided property of three brothers.® 
« That only happens in Venice,® replied the comte; 
“my brother Elie is too young, you must be the wife of 

Guillaume, my second brother.® 

« Very well; I am the comtesse Guillaume du Barry; 
that does famously well; we like to know whom we — 
married to.® 
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female hairdresser, for I had not yet followed the mode, 
which began to be very general, of having my hair 
dressed by a man. Comte Jean, passed alternately from 
my dressing-room to the kitchen. He knew Lebel was a 
gallant and a gourmand, and he was anxious to please 
him in all senses at once. 

At one o’clock I was under arms, and prepared to re- 
ceive him on whom my destiny depended. As soon as I 
reached the drawing-room, comte Jean compelled me to 
submit to the test of a rigid examination. His serious 
air amused me much as he gazed at me some time in 
solemn silence. At length his forehead relaxed, a smile 
of satisfaction played on his lips, and extending his arms 
to me, without venturing to touch me, (< You are charm- 
ing, divine,® he said; “Lebel ought to go and hang him- 
self if he does not fall down at your knees.® 

Soon afterwards the folding-doors were hastily opened, 
and a servant announced M. Lebel, premier de sa Majesty 
with M. Morand. The comte went to meet the arrivals, 
and as I now saw Lebel for the first time, he presented 
him to me formally. 

(< Sister, this is M. Lebel, premier de sa Majesty who 
has done us the honor to come and dine with us.® 

(< And he confers a real pleasure on us,® said I, look- 
ing smilingly on M. Lebel. My look had its effect, for 
Lebel remained mute and motionless from admiration at 
my person. At length he stammered out a few incoher- 
ent words, which I imagined to be compliments. The 
comte watched Lebel anxiously, and Morand began to rub 
his hands, saying: 

* Well, sir, what think you of our celestial beauty ? ® 

“ She is worthy of a throne, ® replied Lebel, bending 
his head before me, and taking my hand, which he 
pressed respectfully to his lips. This reply was, perhaps, 
inadvertently made, but I took it as a good augury. 
* Yes,® added Lebel, ® you are the most lovely creature I 
ever met, though no one is more in the habit of seeing 
handsome females than myself.® 

“ And of causing them to be seen by others,® replied 
comte Jean. 


COMTESSE DU BARRY 


3 


This was an opening which was not followed up by 
Lebel. His first enthusiasm having passed, he measured 
me from head to foot, as if he would take an accurate 
description of my person. 

For my part I began to support the looks of Lebel 
with more assurance. He was a man of no particular 
“mark or likelihood,® but had made his way. Living at 
Versailles had given him a certain air of easy imperti- 
nence, but you could not discover anything distinguished 
in his manners, nothing which concealed his humble ex- 
traction. The direction of the Parc aux Cerfs gave him 
much influence with the king, who found the convenience 
of such a man, who was willing to take upon himself all 
the disagreeable part of his clandestine amours. His duties 
placed him in contact with the ministers, the lieutenant 
of police, and the comptroller-general. The highest no- 
bility sought his friendship with avidity. They all had a 
wife, a sister, a daughter, whom they wished to make the 
favorite sultana; and for this it was necessary to get the 
ear of Lebel. Thus, under a libertine prince, the desti- 
nies of France were at the mercy of a valet de chambre. 

I should tell you, however, that I never had occasion 
but to speak well of him, and that I have the utmost 
gratitude for all he did for me. The attachment he tes- 
tified on our first meeting has never been altered. He 
gave me his protection as far as it was necessary for me, 
and when the favor of the king had accorded to me a 
station, whence all the court sought to hurl me, Lebel 
seconded me with all his power in my efforts to preserve 
it. I will say, that it is to his vigilance that I owe the 
overthrow of more than one conspiracy against me. He 
was a warm and sincere friend, and not at all interested 
in the services he rendered. He did a great deal 01 
good, as well as harm, in private. I know poor families 
whom he has assisted with his own purse, when he. could 
obtain nothing for them from the king, for Louis was 
only prodigal in his pleasures. 

However, we dined, and Lebel praised me inces- 
santly to the very skies, and that with so much warmth, 
that I was fearful at one time he would fall in love with 
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me himself, and would not resign me to another. Thank 
heaven, Lebel was a faithful servant. 

After dinner, when we left the table, Lebel paid me 
some compliments; then pulling out his watch, he spoke of 
an appointment at the Marais, and left without saying a 
word of seeing us again. 

At this abrupt departure, comte Jean and I looked at 
each other with astonishment. As for Morand, he was 
overjoyed. 

<( Well, comtesse,® said he, « behold the number of 
your slaves increased by an illustrious adorer. You have 
made a conquest of M. Lebel, and I am certain he has 
gone away deeply smitten.® 

<c I hope we shall see him again, ® said comte Jean. 

a Do you doubt it ? 8 

« Assure him,® said I, «of the pleasure it will afford 
us to receive him as he merits.® 

Several persons entered, and M. Morand, profiting by 
the bustle which their entrance occasioned, approached 
me, and said, in a low tone, 

You are in possession of his heart, will you charge 
me with any message to him?® 

«M. Morand,® was my reply, « what are you thinking 
of ? A woman of my rank throw herself at any person’s 
head ? » x 

“No, certainly not; but you can send him a kind 
word, or some affectionate token.® 

“ I could not think of it ; M. Lebel appeared to me a 
most agreeable man, and I shall be at all times delighted 
to see him.® 

Morand asked nothing more than this, and there our 
conversation ended. 

Two days elapsed without being marked by any event. 
Comte Jean had spent them with much anxiety. He was 
absent, when, on the third morning, Henriette came 
hastily into my room. ‘ « Madame,® she said, «the valet 
de chambre of the king is in the drawing-room, and in- 
quires if you will receive him.® 

At this news I was surprised and vexed. M. Lebel 
took me unawares; my toilette was not begun. I gave a 
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hasty glance at my mirror, “ Let M. Lebel come in ® ; 
and M. Lebel, who was on the heels of my maid, entered 
instantly. After having saluted me, he said, 

« it is only you, Madame, whom one might thus sui- 
prise. Your beauty needs no ornament, your charms are 
decoration sufficient.® 

I replied to this compliment with (of course) much 
modesty, according to custom. We entered into conversa- 
tion, and I found that Lebel really thought me the sister- 
in-law of comte Jean; and I remarked the involuntaiy 
respect that attended even his familiarity. I left him in 
his error, which was material to my interests. He talked 
to me some time of my attractions, of the part which a 
female like myself might assume in France. But fearing 
to compromise myself, I made no reply, but preserved 
the reserve which my character imposed upon me. I am 
not clever, my friend, I never could conduct an intrigue: 
I feared to speak or do wrong ; and whilst I kept a tran- 
quil appearance, I was internally agitated at the absence 
of comte Jean. 

Fortune sent him to me. He was passing the street, 
when he saw at our door a carriage with the royal livery. 
Lebel always used it when his affairs did not demand a 
positive incognito. This equipage made him suspect a 
visit from 'Lebel, and he came in opportunely to extricate 
me from my embarrassment. 

« Sir,® said Lebel to him, when he entered, “here is 
the lady whose extreme modesty refuses to listen to 
what I dare not thus explain to her.® 

« Is it anything I may hear for her ? ® said the comte, 
with a smiling air. 

“Yes, I am the ambassador of a mighty power: you 
are the minister plenipotentiary of the lady, and with 
your leave, we will go into your private room to discuss 
the articles of the secret treaty which I have been 
charged to propose to you. What says madame ? ® 

“I consent to anything that may come from such an 
ambassador. ® 

Comte Jean instantly led him into another room, and 
when they were alone, Lebel said to him, “ Do you know 
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that your sister-in-law is a most fascinating creature? 
She has occupied my thoughts since I have known her, 
and in my enthusiasm I could not help speaking of 
her in a certain quarter. So highly have X eulogized her, 
that his majesty desires an interview witli her, that he 
may judge with his own eyes if I am an appreeiutor of 
beauty. ” 

At these words comto Jean felt a momentary agitation, 
hut soon recovering himself, he replied: 

<( I am exceedingly obliged to you, sir, for the favor- 
able disposition you have evinced towards the comtesse du 
Barry. She and J have as much respect as love for his 
majesty; but my sister-in-law has not been presented, 
and, consequently, I can scarcely see how she can bo 
allowed to pay her respects to Iris majesty.” 

(< Do not let that disturb you; it is not intended that 
she shall go and partake of llio magnificence of Ver- 
sailles, hut be admitted to an intimacy much more bat- 
tering, Would you refuse to grant him that pleasure?” 

(< It would be a crime of » said the comic 

Jean, laughing, « and my family have too much respect 
for their monarch. Wo should not bo content with a 
fugitive favor. ” 


<( Yon may expect everything from the charms of the 
comtesse; I am certain they will have the utmost success- 

hut for me I can give you no guarantee. You must run’ 
the chance.” 


<( Your protection, however, is the only thing’ which 
encourages my sister-in-law in this affair. But tell me 
when is this meeting to take place ? » 

« Instantly. The king is impatient to see the comtesse, 
■ cl I have promised that she will sup with him to-morrow 
evening in my apartment at Versailles.” 

I I' Iow is she t0 1)e introduced to the king ? » 

I am to entertain four of my friends,” 

Who are they ? » 

Fiist, the baron de Gonesse,” 

<( Who is he ? ” 


(< The king himself.” 
(< Well, who next?” 
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“The iluo ilo Richelieu. " 

« Who nine i " 

"The inunptin <!«• (‘hnuvrliu." 

« Well ? ” 

"The, tine tit' lit Vuuy.uyou. 11 

“What, I ho tie voir.- > " 

M '|'ho hypocrite, Hot never mind; lin mam p-onS b, 
that you muni not appear lo ivn^nive iU>- 1 ^ Jo a sew* 
your ninterinluw I" thin etirei,*' 

w Certainly ; if nhe mum Mu, Mir had -k R*- n »-•« v. *Cc 

miKon.” 

While theno gentlemen were Com de-p-'^mr ».f! e, 
wlmt WUM ( doing ? Atone, hi mv m-mn, I Wjv.v d Ve-- ir 
MU It of their eonfeiemc with »*«» -9 3 u? nop-nlte u* r It"- 
character I had to play wan a eopriU .r.id -.A sY- 

moUltinl, I W«ft uhottl to Cl»t« t 101 Sh>' <.!.*{;•■, I firS« Vd 

the iHhiniltii'ii of my p.ol, I lYaird I ulmuM n-A bm- r.-,y 
hilt full amid the immlUng hb.ur--* ♦ >* tihr V*- ® .--f *!. ■; 
party. 

My foui’rt at once demppeuird, and itn- u I 3.;. . *; -.mi > .fi nb 
Half HilUu^ on a throne, mugiohemsSy nHitnt, e:.-.y 00 .iv 
illation wandered in all the on Snmsim-sob »o: -o-Mur , 
then, an if from ivimo:..-, I »v. ultr4 my g.* tf«- * 

former lover of NiYlmlan blinded h.-bo-.- ?h«- (I'.ve.r., 

It’eHH of Tamils XV. A thomm-id jse.5 ii.o!> •- «■ v 

crowded upon me, ami miugl*-d m nn 1 3».v>tf Ihi s- 
In to think, 1 lives! a whole age i ? n .•< r,\ ooi ■< { . 

hour. At length t hen id *?>•«• a a “..^..■sa > a .1. s . . 

rolled away, ami com 10 Jr;m enined »»•* * Via*v , -.-s 

“Victory!” cried hr. ernbsa. an.g m«-. n .. >S! , 

“Victory! my dear Jeanne, vj-ms w.ei:'v «i'i» 

king,” 

On thin information l tnnioj }*«!*', mv nSs^w^aS# ■< , . « 
Hook me, ami l wan eomprShd Im «is d-wei, »,? #^g> vr . e , 
full Into 0. ehair; for, according to J,- )*»'-. par* 
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When I reeovmnl a little, she *:■*,. m*- |r.«s g.,4.1 th* 

convention, he hml hml with I „«■!«- 5 '' 8 j.4r4 

the title of baron dte C Sont^M^, mul 8 pr®**ni»cii gs***? ah-r- 
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king' as if ignorant of his incognito. One thing only 
made me uneasy, and that was supping with the due do 
' Richelieu, who had seen mo before at mmlutnu do 
Lagarde’s; but the idea that he would not remember me 
gave me renewed courage. 

On so important an occasion, comto Jean did not forgot 
to repeat his instructions over again. These are nearly 
his words, for I think I learnt them by heart. 

w Remember that it is on your first interview that your 
safety depends. Let him learn, through you, those utter 
tendernesses which have been sought for him in vain 

heretofore. He is like the monarch of old, who was 

willing to pay the half of Ids crown for an unknown 

pleasure. Lebol is wearied in seeking every week for 

now fruit. Ho is quite disposed to serve you, and will 
second you in the best manner. You am about to be. 
come tho centre of attraction to all courtiers, and noble 
courtisancs. You must expect that they will endeavor to 
cry you down, because you will have carried olf from 
them a gem to which every family has its pretensions. 
You must at first stand firmly before the storm, but 
afterward you will find all enlist themselves under your 
banner, who have no wife, sister, nor daughter; that is 
all who have no mistress to offer to the king. You must 
attach theso to you by place and favor: they must be 
first thought of, and then you must think of yourself and 
mo, my dear girl,” 


“All this Is well onotij'li, ” I replied, «|mt u s yet t mn 
nothing.” 

« Morblcul to-morrow you will bo everything,” cried 
comte Jean with his determined energy. « Rut wo must 
think about this morrow. Make haste, noble com tease ; 
go o all the milliners, sock what is elegant rather than 
vhat is rich. Bo as lovely, pleasing, and gay as possible; 
this is tho main point, and God will do nil the rest.” 

He pronounced this blasphemy in a laughing tone, rind 
I confess I could not help joining in the laugh, and then 
hastened to comply with his directions. 
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limn I eould bo;e>t, Ilowrvrv, C«.hm!U my- tU.<v. i: UiU-X 
ju'HH, no troublesome t bought •* insant :!'••!). -3 s-» ft t .• .4 o- , 
vent on the night ju'evednig ** dny ioanf..-. to-., 
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no other ueetiimtimi Imv mv Mine (tun tv .*;* «-i» sh>- 
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fraught with falsehood and deceit, entirely destructive, to 
every feeling of natural candor. 

Lebel, with the most ceremonious gallantry, conducted 
me to a private dressing-room, where I found several 
females waiting to assist me at my toilet; I abandoned 
myself to their cares, wh'cli were, indeed, most skilfully 
exercised in my behalf. They wrought wonders in my 
appearance, bathing me after the Eastern fashion, adorn- 
ing my hair and person, till I issued from their hands 
blooming and beauteous as an houri. 

When I returned to the room in which Lebel was ex- 
pecting me, liis surprise was almost overpowering. 

« You are, indeed, ® exclaimed lie, <( the new sun which 
is to rise upon Versailles.® 

« Excellent ! » cried I, laughing extravagantly, (< but like 
the planet you are pleased to compare me with, I must 
reserve my splendid rising till I have obtained fresh 
powers from the aid of night. ® * 

The cornte entered, and joined his congratulations upon 
the beauty of my appearance; all at once the hasty sound 
of a bell, violently pulled, was heard. 

« The object of your attack approaches,® said Lebel to 
me « it would be as well to reconnoitre a little. Remem- 
ber, not a word of his rank, no cast down, timid looks at 
bis sovereign power; no bending of knees, or faltering of 


voice.® » i 

The advice thus given was useless. Comte Jean who 

bore the reputation of, at least, a man of much cool im- 
pudence, was, I am certain, more deficient than myself 
in courage upon the occasion, and I verily believe, asked 
himself several times whether he dared appear before Ins 
prince with one whom he was falsely asserting to be. his 
sister-in-law. However these thoughts might or might 
not have disturbed him, we proceeded onwards till we 
reached the apartment where our invited friends were 
expecting us; and here I will, with the reader's permis- 
sion, digress awhile, in order to say a few introductory 

* Mat's avant de me lever il f ant que je me courts is the witty 
reply the original, but which it is impossible to render fully and 
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woids respecting the four personages with whoii* ^ 
the honor of supping. 

And first, Louis XV th, king of France (or iut b 4 ' * 

upon the present occasion styled the baron do 
was one of those sentimental egotists who Lcxlin * - 
ioved the whole world, his subjects, and his f * * 1 1 1 1 
while in reality, the sole engrossing object wjl* 1 
Gifted with many personal and intellectual ondmC ■* 14 ' 1 1 
which might have disputed the palm with the niotft H v * 
and engaging personages of the court, he wmt >'** 1 * 

voured by ennui, and of this he was well awin'**' 
his mind was made up to meet this ennui, us **»'**- 
the necessary accompaniments of royalty. 1 )t-,v* *i« l 
taste in literary matters, he despised all connocU-itl 
the belles-lettres , and esteemed men only in proport »« »* * 
the number and richness of their armorial bearing'**, * 
de Voltaire ranked him beneath the lowest 
squire; and the very mention of a man of lotto rn vv* 
terrifying to his imagination from its disturbing llio W 
rent of his own ideas; he revelled in the plonltu* 
power, yet felt dissatisfied with the mere title of kit* 
He ardently desired to signalize himself as the jfirrtt 
eral of the age, and prevented from obtaining tbits ( 
hm opinion) highest of honors, entertained tins Utnti) 
jealousy of Frederick II., and spoke with mulLi*: • « 

spleen and ill-humor of the exploits of his brother t 
Prussia. 

The habit o£ commanding, and the prompt ohcii.-iu 
. 6 had ever met with, had palled upon his mi nil, tin 
impressed hnn with feelings of indifferenco fur t, 
things which thus appeared so easily obtain*,,! ; n,, 

this satiety and consequent listlessness was by 
construed into melancholy of disposition. Ho dbrlik! 
any appearance of opposition to his will; not thru. 
particularly resented the opposition itself, but he knt:u 
’ Weamess ' and feared lest he should be 

pelled to make a show of a firmness he was con«r-i, „ 
Of not possessing. For the clergy he entertainer! t , , 
most superstitious veneration; and he feared God bey ltlI ’ 
he had a still greater awe and dread of the devil j 
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the hands of his confessor he confidently believed was 
lodged the absolute power to confer on him. unlimited 
license to commit any or every sin. He greatly dreaded 
pamphlets, satires, epigrams, and the opinion of poster- 
ity, and yet his conduct was that of a man who scoffs 
at the world's judgment. This hasty sketch may with 
safety be taken as the portrait of Louis XV., although 
much might be added; yet for the present I will confine 
myself to the outline of my picture, which I shall have 
frequent occasion to retouch in the course of my journal; 
it is my intention to present him in all possible lights 
before the reader, and I flatter myself I shall produce a 
perfect resemblance of the man I seek to depict. Let us 
now proceed to consider the cftic de Richelieu. 

This nobleman, when in his seventy-second year, hacf 
preserved, even in so advanced an age, all his former 
pretensions to notice ; his success in so many love affairs, 
a success which he never could have merited, had ren- 
dered him celebrated; he was now a superannuated 
coxcomb, a wearisome and clumsy butterfly; when, 
however, he could be brought to exercise his sense, by 
remembering that he was no longer young, lie became 
fascinating beyond idea, from the finished ease and grace 
of his manner, and the polished and piquant style of his 
discourse; still I speak of him as a mere man of outward 
show, for the duke's attainments were certainly superficial, 
and he possessed more of the jargon of a mail of letters 
than the sound reality. Among other proofs of consum- 
mate ignorance he was deficient even in orthography, 
and was fool enough to boast of so disgraceful a fact, as 
though it conferred honor on him; perhaps, indeed, he 
found that the easiest way of getting over the business. 

He possessed a most ignoble turn of mind; all feelings 
of an elevated nature were wanting within him. A bad 
son, an unkind husband, and a worse father, he could 
scarcely be expected to become a steady friend. All 
whom he feared, he hesitated not to trample under foot; 
and his favorite maxim, which he has a hundred times 
repeated to me, was, that “we should never hesitate to 
set our foot upon the necks of all those who might in 
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coin. He called the due de P i K?aiA him 
tennis-court* (/ r3 W\ d . cbelieu > the tyrant <>* 

pliraent by invariablv d • 1 d " ke return ed tlu> < 
“Poetaster »; Z oTfv n T‘ S “ Scou „ t 1 fo 1 - »■« 

Richelieu ou y tLaM tit ' en “, WaS thnt «>« .I..*' ‘ ^ 

M. 'de Voltaire sougln not to ^ "“V. "'Ml/-* 

ings or conversation, his candid’ . either il1 l>*» ‘ ! " 

o«s duke and peer- L,j l , P "“ of thu " " 

of ingratitude, for he „n JUStly accusu thl ' 
portion of the reputation lie ™ bt » owed a coimhlorM » * 1 ' * 
brilliant verses in which VoltT^ ? * gencraI » u * 1 
ploits. ° taue had celebrated ftin « - ^ - 

warrior anr^Xmtist haU G e nde WaS e T lly ■ sMr " 1 ' l *< “ 

jomed to the most extr e,n! and willy, 1,0 

most simplicity of character V ® lsatlIlt y of talent I ho ***- 

fail of being- valued and e*i- Cnown > he «mld m* -< 

W»ed the 1 st ZX ^lT^’ “l!' 1 ' «“« 

marquis was far from tiki™ ^ The nobl ° I 

W, far from it IT nether TTT ° f Ws ■°vo,vl tr „ V 
»p« it This truly ^ ,vonte4u T't' n ” ' 

soon for me, for the kino- n f dled> llld mppily, (,„• 

sagest counsels, and for forfitrn * T he besto ^<l Mm- 

Predated his worth I L«®? C ° Urts who know and **, 

Wm hereafter; he had a brot T™ ° C “ aslon to • ■« 

hacked creature, brave as rT! ’ “ 7 ,Cked littlu '""ui* ■ 

°’ e J f suits, whom lie did not TataT * ^m 81 ’ ono "‘>' «• • 
t«rn m the parliament of p k c ™tnbuto t„ „ v ,. r . 

The king delected “ la i* ’ whl6h he hob,,,,..,, 
cherished the brothe r lnTtW • 33 he — I 

The fourth guest was tbT , * fb * not * Httlo. 
really perpetual tutor to the prinT ^ v Val '£ ll 3' on . Um 
educated four successively P &°T ° for h„ l m „ 

army both bravery and Went bu 1 ‘ Splilyed 1,1 ll "' 
jesuit, and conducted himself towards m ^ * 00 " nr ""’ , 'l 
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prinoiplos «>f his ordor, Ho will appear ayuin on tho 
aorno humidor, lail lor the present: I must lay hint aside, 
whilul. I ml urn to my to tin*, saloon, whioh I was 

»l)oul; to enter. 

Immediately allot' ladiel liatl e.oudueled mo into il ( ho 
watt oallotl away, ami quitted tts, Tim kitty; roso and’ up. 
proaoluil too, saluliny mo with tlm most udmimhlo yul- 
lantiy, anti uddressiuy l»t too llto. must eneourayiny anti 
ytalil yiny; Wools, His yrntlo, yot polished manners, (tin 
lint' eounlenume, noble air, and lint trot' ami unrestrained 
ylam i ti of admiration widt h sparkled in hit; eyes, eono 
munieated lo mo a leeliuy of support, ami tonlitlonoo 
wliit h t’Urti italiy reassured me, ami mused me from Uto 
involuntary emotion l hatl foil at llto moment whoa 1 
liral appeared in his pmrmv. The kitty; addressed it 
lew Words to entitle Joan, and ilnat reyardod him steadily, 
to; llto’ ho wort' trviny to retail hit; features; hnl his 
oyo tpdokly turned on mo ayain, upon whom ho hoslowotl 
llto most iiiloaiest itiy attention. Novor was first myht 
mtat> eltoi live, anti never ditl a ilamo t.o rapidly inoreuso 
an tlitl tho pan lnit ot my imldo adorer, Kre wtf hatl sealed 
ourselves at lltt' supportable, ho was ayes yonu in love. 

It would huvo junvokod a smile from any ooitnlonamti 
lo poit oivo how llto to-pn i and admiration with whioh 
llto f hi ft' totuliria rey aided me ineveasrd in proportion 
as tho tartfiinp'MtH of tho kitty towards mo betrayed them- 
srlwn molt' and molt', At hml l had hoon uousidered as 
a p* r i'."U ot little or no impostamo. Soon, however, as 
tin ts suyueiom* eyes dist-ovuied tho ntato of thoir master's 
mind, the ail of familiarity with width tin y had lYyaided 
i">' yavo plane to a nono studied iHditniess, whioh, in its 
1'atu, as mutters ptuyro-iM d, was superseded by tho must 
delo uto attomiou; and o>«* wo tonr from table thesis 
youthnnou watohnl my looks with the must euyer anxiety 
t*» td’inm the honor of my muter, and hopes nf future 
patroHayo from one whom limy madly foresaw would he 
fully tptalitiod to bestow it. (Y.mt« Jean observed all 
that was payday in profound sdem-tt, As for me, I talked 
and hmyhed with perfet.1. freedom from restraint, and my 
frank unaffetded mirth nppimn.nl to ouoimtd the kitty; I 



MEMOIRS OF JEANNE VAU BERNIER 


1 6 


knew that he was weary of the nice formalities of courtly 
beatity, and desired to refresh his eyes and ears with 
something- less refined, and I gratified him to his heart's 
wish. The conversation became lively and animated, the 
merits of men of letters were discussed, tint French mid 
Italian theatre passed in review before us, ami finallv, we 
. amused ourselves with anecdotes relative to tin* intrigues 
of court. The baron do Goncsse related to us a Hiviim- 
stance which had just been communicated to hint by a 
county magistrate. I must here apprl/.o the reader that 
these administrators of justice were, directed to rolled all 
the facts, scandalous, horrible, ridiculous, or pi,, mint, 
which occurred within their jurisdielion, in order that 
being forwarded to the Icing, they might aid in dh.' 
trading his mind from the heavy ernes of government. 
Alas! how many strange and eventful things have l 
since learned by similar channels. 

Ihe supper terminated, the king's friends remained 
some tone conversing with us. Whilst these noblemen 
were busily celebrating my praises in words sullioieutly 
loud to roach the king's oar, the baron do Gonesso, 
standing by my side, was prosecuting his suit in the 
most ardent terms. I received his overtures with bremm. 
ng grace and modesty. As I have before said, the ex» 
tenor of the king was very prepossessing, and wind ho 

“ " l f )Ukh ' 110 ”1> by all Urn mature graces 

of dignified royalty. At last Lei, el appeared, and made 
me n sign to nso from my scat. Up to this period nothing 
had arisen to betray the incognito of the august mm. 
aich, and m order to keep up my pretended ignorance of 
gtnndour, I quitted the apartment with liulo cere 
mony Lobel conducted me to an adjoining chamber 
furnished with the utmost magnificence. When wo were 

1 ™"’ wl ’« >■* Mlmveil 

~ a o?:rs n 1 r 

Who seems much fatigued, she win,' wo u « 
by accepting a l,od at the castle » "" 

My selt-crcated brother-in-law umlarHtnml as well I 
the significance of these words, and clearly rea |, 
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stretched arms, congratulating mo upon my r.mvess, ami 
putting at the same time several questions, to which, 
either from mere womanly caprice, or presuming U I IU, | 
my recent elevation to the character of prime invonto, I 
refused to reply. 

My folly drew down on me his novum anger, and sev- 
eral oaths escaped his lips, which, echoed bark by walls 
so unused to similar violence, struck l.ehri with ien..r. 
That faithful ally placed his hand over his mouth, mi 
plorlng of him to recollect himself, and the place lie was 
in. As for me, dreading some foolish burst of his nn 
petuosity, I tried some of my sweetest smiles, and inviting 
him to sit beside me, related to him and I.ebel llm-.e pat 
tlculars which my pen refuses to retrace, Amongst otln i 
things, I told them I had said to Urn king, that \ had 
porfectly known who ho was all the preceding evening 
when supping with him, and that he had the simplicity 
to say, “ho was surprised l had not appeared mme mu 
barrassed In his presence. M 

Out* conversation terminated, 1 wished to return t<» 
Paris, and I was, without further hindrance, allowed to 
dopart. Scarcely had I arrived thorn an loan, than I 
received from his majesty a magnificent, diamond agodte, 
worth at least 60,000 francs, and bunk notes to tin- 
amount of 300,000 II vies. 

Comte Joan and myself were well nigh stnpeilrd with 
astonishment at the sight of such treasures; to us, who 
had novel* in our lives possessed sueh mnim, they up 
peered inexhaustible. My brother-in-law divided them 
into two equal portions, one of which In- put into 
his pocket, and the other into my escriltutr, With this 
arrangement I did not interfere; nothing seemed to me 
more simple than that ho should satisfy his need out of 
my superfluity, X bestowed two thousand crowns upon 
Ilenrietto, and expended In the course of Urn day at 
least a quarter of my riches in IrilUm, as unnecessary 
as useless; and all this without once remembering that 
as I owed my present abundance to a momentary in- 
clination on the part of the king, m the turn of 
an hour, or a fresh fancy on the part of my rmimb- 
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iv>!\h>p »»«’ «•* III'* i4al«- 

in whi»-W l W! l>< > n ■:<» Th.il *'Vniiir.; wan 

///<"• 4 (St? with * |»'-sn; im lh..-a^hl ( in ! Mnit 

llm j-nm»lah '>i » *! Mill fir a -an a wan hsiu a , a 1‘" 'i, JUl'l 

1 „, |r i4 vr urn main* i*n Jim Jai'.un v.hi» li 1 pr«im- 

j |.i „h-.,n *„■<«. ImV imU-ml if iv.r, «<» my nwn inlnml to 
,1m t hi, rjn.jj Iimw tii.iny a *li*l y;<< ilrlMtr, vvhi* •!», 

tml. a {*••<.',' ilayri w<’ l-mml |»i - .u Tim 

mil | - .’1 -t 4M sm'YJ.'-W 111 ■#< >5'" •’••'‘IMP v.v 

nusi‘"il »lJ«ol 6 <•} Mill'll ') Wr'lK" ilsMtU'.uP'l, 

J,,nl ull'-a'lv l K'-^ntn hi ht'-a :v'5 Willi *'*«Vr 5Vi}*M I’WVrJ 
MV. a Mt*”." ;.■«'» J-‘'S a,:; ‘"n VVJimi* l ahiUT- 

j-afr.J nU»«il!y j.layisr^ <-•» iinsj'"S lanf a Jj'-af. "’ Mu-\‘ all , 1,1 
, !a i,| I ( n | Sir waM i» Ut\ an itmiiMiii; «!i» anv, timl I 
U», j >5» vjiiv a I'lfUy JS'1 4 J'Vay * j'Umi 

jp,I i*nl In it ** 
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Tho king'll mowtuge Loiter from tin* A r->owl Ruppm to 

Vo run l lies -••Tho duo d'Ayou- A slant account i>! M do I S ’.vt , 
Tho <hio do Dumii " with (In- klm; Th«*- s ■’• iv 

—A vlsill from llm dun do Richelieu ■ Vi*it* to*m Ui>< dm- |.i 
Vauguyou-Vlr.lt from condo Jcme Vl<d fi»m th« ting A iui;»! 
auppur — Favor. 

E aki.y tlio following t'lay I ivoivid a un-nagr i n an 
tho king, accompanied with it ju* i ..i d. <«<■(> i;v.( 
round with ft string of diamond’., A nlnot b-n<-i w u \ 
annexed to Ihirt splendid gift. w)>i» h 1 wnuld toon., nb-. 
hero, lit id It not bum talnm fr.ou no* with monv Mh‘ia 
My reply, which I wrote upon tho i.jmr of Utr uomnii, 
waa ooncirto, and, tut 1 preserved Urn r.oigli copy, tm.lo 
the impression of its being om* day m.rhd, I , ,m gtv«- 
the render tho exact words. 

w Tho hlllol tram! by your noldo humbi, ntn tho L -q.jdr.-.t 

of women. My joy l«t beyond d<<ricrlpd<m, Tlmtd.a, m, e.« 

Unroii, for your charming Unworn, Abed limy wlh 1--> « .ui>t 
wltliorcd by to-morrow, but iml no find Inn owl «h..sidh .:4 >}„= 

ttoatlnumts with which you have ln-q>hvd mu, if to ^ tm>, iU.v 
you express to sue mo again Is euiivUy mutual; md in tM .<; 

with which you uwnlt nur mod Interview, | » ri ,d hm f uy 
meiilfl. Tho ardor with which you lung m ,.,,, 1 ,,.,. ,, «, *,m, 

equalled by tho airccllou which lemh mo m dedto w, „*»■!•, 

grcalor than that of pausing my wholn Hfe J» vom p.« a »y ss 

monnlour lo baron; you have >oi hidden my nddn-.^ny »■» 

runic and my respect would have mo, l will tl,e„*f , i o-v -'f 

w,th assuring you of Uto urclout affcrtlmi of iW 

•M’mMOssM Idf It 4*r.» V M 

The signature I adopted was n bold pirn* of fidt»'h>oid 4 
but it was too lute to recede; besides, I was uddrv^hsg 
myself in my letter, not lo the king, but lo Use buivoi dr 
Gonesse; for Louis, by I know not what umu-iaumsabb- 
caprice, seemed to wish to preserve Jus incog id iu, I Soua- 
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I, '.nit* '1 I w.*l l*'l i. .riMllunl 111 '- !.4>nr \UiU\i', 

uIUim* \\\ «.»n a vciv iliilrii'iii •"''••ru**n, Urjilynij: »" »» 
It lti'i is, mu t i».*t 1. » V , m whi.it Unit i UaA y.ivrn 

Itiur-' ll A 1- *U>* --1 hi,.,h tillr-., tin "M»5« U5< tl 


v/UU t-iuijil 


:> • ; *K i 


!•, li Uri, " / ntfiy t(t‘ 

| .< <ui- > XV. Wii-'i v. iV Mont hJ hj.sunvi'tl H)*l't*h 
ImU.'U - -. Pnlst'- thn vuu'iiy !i»i •''Onuu.it t*< unutUnil, "1 
iirnLitij.- I.«t Mil lit. is j4ip. lv u'o.'js'. hy ii-.-.ssmrtl tilh ’i, il 
i, 1\%V M i'«y;»J?y 1" '!' v « »m! Im a h.v,rt ytn.h- is» 

hiy win n *..»<» n! *-'<”»••• • rilhn h.*m 

jl.Jju v" j 4 '" 4 --’in -■ ; nil. 5 i» itn* >»» 

v , V,s> i, a |4-.hn )•..».-» ^irh' n »*•!?. S h-in 

lh«- rmms iiH.-st.hnt! «*,*••» lh»* mI a U-y^\ 

t . U lr. \ Isn't usuHi-l in mV ‘ »-* »hr h..W‘M. >' sniu>l 

h,m Unit V.-' V..SM !•• mv'l ih.il vnv *'Vr?ii»n% hitl tlwt 
• Is. I in.l j»s <• v* ml »u\ s. i'.nsn»,i: In VY > jomr lastly ill 

U,r h.nn I ^ *”»“ ,5i, ‘ 

t ,s u, h • ii'iii, wis, :; .- I h-mnl sin- »:.»«•«** 
wh.. h<nt th.-tt ni myl-iSvl 

lUrit «ht; .nut Iht'i »»•>'»>*■«* 1 h.nt it **V«h« 

n5 ».J *»»V 

v,n ptt.-smr4 *4 ?t»V nUiVni, 

,■ 5V hr h-.u:!*' JM'4 {<* »«*'• t*‘ 
hr » '■ssliusi.'jj »: 5 •;>. 5 £ ' S V 6 1 ^ 

, !, ..,» .. ,-i 1,4 •.!<•.? ; I h'55 *;*>•• 4lJy 
•nhrltn-.y J *tmM (U'm- *hn 
,, i„4 ,t IS'MVrU' 1 ., Juy 
aYwtSy ;v.hn-,Ur aroS Hhr>! 

v . v i*U '1 hh' A v.h*'S» in 

lisvjr ippuhty My l»smn|»S» 

*tjp5![r‘t mI 4^4 rvrty 

U|j.». Sii-iM-it iny «5«4 j4«yr4 

iUr *:-mU »t m-v M«*S hU 

my -*vish »»tt ihr vivnr j?y 

lt h»vr« .4 iw-isiv M'hn »n**« rVrW * n « w ‘” 

lh«l m- 5 5hr: 8"ffWirS M 

(hr »tm- *!r* i »«.«-.»*, h¥*l hnmhn r, 

sh^ 4>*U.' irAynu Wlu. H 

wsi. ImwrVrr. 6»i my hr w»« «uu”h nmt* 
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wns poisonous, and Inn touch a-* the bite »4 ,m 

adder. I well remember wliut M, do h'hmy »..»id *■! him 
to the king in my presence, o.tM h*-, 'MU> thm f; 

I most dreiul in the world next. i>* a bit*- D-on M, «K A 
is the bite of a mud dog." For my put, I *Ud 
not in the end look upon hint with !»':■■** b-iiv-y, nod well 
ho paid mo for my foam. Dpmi mto o.v.eu»m, wlon she 
Icing' was speaking of urn to him, ho iuid, M I oot well 
aware that I mieeeed St. Knix,” 

(< Yea, si ro w ; replied the duke, "in the same m-.muei m 
your majesty succeeds Kharumoud! " 

I never forgave him Llimu wenb, dh-uird by u tiemUdi 
malice. However, upon the evening ».f my l»» ,-t bou.e 
duction to him, ho behaved to me with the need one. lr,\ 
politeness, I was then mi nhjtei, »•! iw * e s, 4 

his interests, and his vision had not yet i< v* »b>! |,i hint 
the height I was destined to attain, lie |...«t : ,-»l np-u om 
but as one of those meteors which '.parti hoi uw\ «h.. 5 te 
in the castle at Voniuillos for iwnilydW limit*, mtd 
sank to rise no morn. 


The dttc do Duruu was not an ilbdb.pmrd p, -^m, ! m t 
inconceivably stupid; indeed, wit was by no no ,oo> u 
family inheritance, both father and M , w „d *.-»? 
people in other respects, were lor ever raying m 
some good tiling in support of iln-.r ivpmmion for m«p 
pidity at court. One day the Mug ipute j.dmsHv itmpbted 
of the due do Duran, wimt was done with the 
« Upon my word, sire,” replied he, « | , an give y„,t no 
idea, never having seen, but with y.mr umje^ ,Vr.« i»- 
sum, I will endeavor to learn fi.mi M, do iV«hd!" Tm 
such a pitch did the poor man’s j.implieity nsieatd Iboh 
fatlier and son were nominated to attend tin* feim* ,4 
Denmark, when on his road to vMt IW. The king 
o reived to a person who repeated it m urn; “The 
bicnch are generally styled a eh-vm-, witty n*ifcmi 1 

had 1 ! \ Bh ° Ml ? 0Wr ,mv<l ,w, ‘ n “W« bi diH’ovJ It, 

-*ra c/r - »■ 
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jut.ii, «> iu that lit* is- * mithui inwurihi mu wmi 
rvnylhinr. lhai naiM he tha.iiol I win ulwuysi nhul t*» 
i|u iu ; ii my ..wii imn^matinii a mu'I. nf lit-tluUve 
(tosr (•* ♦ ..iiviox v.HU Oit'.'’ Uvn r.impl*- minth'il ItuinjuH*, 
w l, i si i r i, '!»!'» I wa*) ahvayr* »<'atly In J«rn»nnl« It)' mvry 
int aa t i u mV ii-avra; tiit'l I lim.l Urn .1 y of whul I 

J I , i V * ’ »1*-He v. ill Hf !■ *lii )•; i* »U« tula »v*l It)' lilt? Iiohhl hoUfU? 

* •! Itsua-i 

-aj')'’ v *U4 sms nil tin Rally mi Ilia Iniitmv 

out', Tim t.Ua *1*' Huca ml Hula in pmnihh?, lit Hm 

*•« mating «• • -nR' • milwiiy f'l'rn’ll, ami Hill 
tVAv*'” "■<•< .1»' 'V-lar.su..'; Ills* uphill }u* toiiM Uni jjivu Will 
| M> ( , nk J mmh*atm W <»m-h nRj.M'iri whnm l»» HXt'iviw 

lit". mali. 5 -*ui«y ; Si*- vaitijiv »• mhmVnl'nt In h'sl'l Ills' >*u h* iitiikl- 
»Mh (limits nV:o Valimi, toil willtntll mnvrr.u; h<«l»V*U) a 
S .4 Urn. i*m Uni r-a.fivr hi'* aim. My »'«»>' al 

In.v. s w ,!•; - nhn-Sy * it|:invM-*l l*y »»**, l hat Is*? 

.,|J di* ■ ino.m“ uvs ; Uhs liaiifsjsni la appiMla'l 

l-n sniu-'h h-s Rhv »v« =s in MOvlajil, asul hi? Vnvvi'il lhal l 
,4:1,. ah? Itno h*«» »»*“»**. hill remain hi ha rlrvahtl 

j 4V |,i-, |«* »h** !«»*? ph»''*- at f-mil, At th« »ii"H* 

ai '■ h"** vs* d, I Ho l wm R' 1 '*' vARmh e w. 

' \v {,..»« "itj« .Va- tVAv* It I ho I*»mn " ‘flint 

I„ V ,H !•» hV HH Hi*'**** In M*< h»*h*, W *‘*44 I »** iHo killR, M hi? 
\ ii%n Ihrt ,«•» M< a *vJm viMmn me *m ^ 

« |t, t y,.** ir-utlv 8h--.uk «“■*„ my lnYoly minimum ) 

»l *» rt rmumA Nit, au.| I AuuAy *hmhW al Urn Vwr<» 
t,| *m r>i«my *«»**«« «"'*■*■*■»■* h* >'* m ' majriHyct 

r ,■**,*• 

« u , llVJs49 ,v W.ht llto hi«K. lSlff 

* "mio vnu hayo a Him »h*ffrii»h‘r, who will 

8fi ,v, r U-,Ap y-m; hj-u ?»•;>« ^ 

Y "<f u sjl'8? -«i !*s /«!!•<•* W**” hi hhlt **11 WllMMl 

VnSMf sUsj.lr-^HSr* »h«m yJI 

AHr.r !*»»* «>!«♦ k i«v: au4 my^’H i'*?8 «?4 to 

5'r-a ffiol wllrn ho n raiS8r,l 1MO jl* »!** »»*«*'•»»»«. ' rU * 

i 5 ^;,4 mo H.4 h- h- H Kivu him rny 

h-, ^ IviiM Jih 

w"| mhirr« of i»m rt|Mrh 

I ^,§ h,i4 MvcivcU urs-kra w 
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provide mo with an establishment upon this nnM Immb 
some scale, 

That very day Hcnriotte, whom I had wont f*»r ( ami 
instituted as my head waiting-woman, informed rm% that 
an old gcnlloman, attired a« tho" for a grand gala, 
but who refused to send in his mime, begged f» In* pri . 
mlttod to pay his respects, I bade her admit him ; it 
was the due do Richelieu. 

(< Madame la comtosso,” said he, bowing low, * I 
to complain of your want of cimdwceiwbm; untaw. in- 
deed, your memory has been at fault, Wnn it pwtdbto 
that when I had the honor of supping with you ihw alher 
night, you did not recollect your former old friend? " 

“If, Indeed, my forgelfiilneHS wore n fault, immwtonr to 
mardohal, it was one in which you Imre an equal *h»r#; 
you wore not more forward than mytwlf in displaying 
marks of recognition, w 

“That arose only from the dnxftling Increase of your 
beauty. You were but a nymph when \ml my ey 0* had 
beheld you, and now you are matured into a gmU.ta-.wi, « 

The duke then made some slight allusion la the family 
of madanio Lagnrdo, but guowing with his admirable 
tact, that such reminiscences could not be particularly 
agrocnblo to me, ho doxtorounly turned the convertoiitau. 
by requesting permission to present to rue l»i» nephew, 
the duo d’Aiguillon, that ho might leave n worthy »uh 
stituto and champion near the king when »ute affairs 
called him Into Gascony; he craved my kind office* to 
obtain the Intimate acquaintance of comic Jean. They 
were subsequently at daggers drawn with each other, 
but this haughty overbearing lord conducted blmwir at 
first with the most abject servility. The third favor h« 
had to solicit was that I would name him to the king 
as frequently as opportunities occurred to form one of 
our supper parties, All this I engaged to do, nor indeed 
could I refuse aftor the violent protestation** of friendship 
he made me. 

“You will, ore long,* said he, «mq 

your feet, but beware of considering 

*>. have a care, above all. «f .IliAliauHK JD» 
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Sh t? h»w bn tt hm# rn»U*MVorii»tf in “hulii lli« 
*iliVrlh*H w , MUil s»hr will W’’ ^iih halrnl nw\ fmy 
MI| 4 ,thr»f *M«*rr WMUhy I hr 1<U» »ll«* h*w *» 

Vfl iuty lur; »hr m*rt hn f>»ii*-<riitie»t hjMthn 

win niU Ui l IIP «h» “3 5 hr »U-vll MmwI* l** *li*i»+*Mi**i y**ii 

„( VM«V rWvMlnl «nilj >*»•» WP W « P’» ^ >“ (l lwi ‘ l 
|»tlh thvir i*r»'k« M 

<# [li.w, m-onirm' Ip ut«nM»<il, * u»<»fk **»y yam* 

|«y *t mw*h?r ? * 

■ » Ym»i ukw »»»*• i*«* 1 **wiy **» y**»»r 

|.alM^K» l W«*»Ut IM S.W Ml Hip NmhS 4«-> *4 W}*m& n»«y Imm* 
with Wwm^ 

* Ah, Itmiuilrur Ip »bir, I *m»l**»«MH»l >-MU rrwv, ym H 

tt n»t «..«.<«>• if >*»« «» »«>««< »*»v *« »«« >•»• ,:i,u ‘ ,K 

mm) w 

*» Ah».«- si* y !«*«#' ei»Mir«ww , *« y*o» inm* l->»« s^****. h "" 1 fc 5 tl, *" p: 
\ mn u»i a Mp; I wl »*'*•■•• ^ i,H h>.|»‘.' 

rril „» ntnfp »»r !**•; wiy rv»-M tv Ik* 
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banners of either of them let im secure our mvn fmaing; 
let us wait till you arc presented." 

“But, my good friend, I must foe n married lady u» 
obtain that honor.® 

“And so you will bo shortly, do not toe uneasy atomt 
that. I have written to my brother William to sot 
without delay for Purls. Your swain will foe easily in< 
duced to marry you. What do you think of that ! 61 

I gave comto Jean to comprehend, by sign**, that I 
left my destiny in his hands, and he kissed my tonmU 
and withdrew. The king managed to Meal a few min- 
utes to converse with me. 

“You did not intrust mo, my sweet friend/ aultl he, 
“with the circumstance) of your having formerly known 
the duo do Richelieu | loss reserved on the subject than 
you wore, ho told me ho had seen yon at the )m\w of 
madamo Lagarde, who considered you one of her denrent 
friends.® 


“Sire,® replied I, “I was too much occupied with your 
majesty, to think of any other portion in the world/ 

My answer delighted him, ho looked at me in the mewl 
gracious manner. 

“You would almost persuade mo that you love me/ 
said ho, smiling, 


“ Indeed, your majesty/ said f, 8 I only pray that you 
desire tho continuance of my affection/ 

“In that oaso,® replied ho, kissing my hand with fervor, 
“you do but partake of my londernesa for you w 
Those words flnttorod my vanity, and hero 1 must tie- 
clare that if I novor folt for the king that violent attach- 
ment which is termed love, I ever entertained for him 
the warmest esteem. Ho was bo attentive, iso kind t« 
mo, that I must have boon a monster of ingratitude cmifol 
I have looked upon him with Indifference, 

Our supper on this night was again lively aa the dm 
had been. The duo do Richelieu entertained u« with 
several amuBing anoodotosj not that they contained any 
thing very piquant, but tho duke related them well, and 

T* ftU ! n the humop t0 b ® Pteased, and laughs 
wartUy at what ho said, Comto Joan, wh&a$ : 
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ninthly him, n^jn-iuvii jtiiiVrUy HntklMil with nil 

I (mitt mv iliti, A» hu I In* hint*. hr* iwim A Miichiiitlril 
with »»»*-, tuitt fevrinr rt whiilly m» vlljiivA 111 wnlvhiiiR my 
hwik^ ihnt !m ml&ht smlivijMlM my wniihv Aflvr r>H}i|M i', 
in Urn tftr ■ A '■!?!*' whir h jfMllMWMtl, her r»|»hmini1 hiuiMctf in 
l^rnirt whhh h ft him in* ilmihi lmw wvmrly my imjiitM 
mvpI* him WiVi r«lnhli«in"*l. 1 1 ml hr* lirril lrn* mu 

tilt* Mlihjrii, Him fhillrriiig utaik« »4 htvi*r, nml llu* millhi- 
tMiy li<|ll|iltlllt‘llN I tr'r'r 3VM<1 Ili'IH nil I'll Hit? fulhiwilttf 
Any, w>>til4 wm!J hnVM hip »*f it, I w an im SMil^rf 

nu i4i»yt.iw mnl JriipmlWtoi* itiihvirhi.nl, hut the- hvhivnl 
lohlrpM i.4 Dm klMjji 1 wmi*, m m*c* Him t\tq*rr«imi ««f 
l.titol, h nrw mm whkh haul nsiwm H* ilhtmhm Hu? hmi- 
nm *»f V«-Miltc S . I vmtM im iVmhi my |*»wn 

WhMri ! ]M«w mVblk j»inMHM«r« jnviwttl lltriiwlve* Im 
m 4 iv' 4 « Him mwt Mirvil# rm|»!*'ymm*l* ah* ml my i^ramt. 
Aimma«l Miller*, 1 mitfhl immrnw n wit»fc*« My Am Si 
IlminA, wlja ymAlmmal fir»l h**ly «4 my t'ltamlwr, ihyviiijj 
H, r whi'ik i(mv> "4 my warney* -my i»*ilv vaWivA Ihm 
rfoltu heitsg <*mtviiY««t l» »*Sw the- MNMm«l l*!*** «* hurnr. 
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vainly have sought for in the marshal de Richelieu. 
No doubt at the beginning of our liaison the due d’Aiguil- 
lon only saw in me a woman who could be useful to his 
projects and plans; but soon his heart joined the alliance, 
and a devotion of calculation was succeeded by a vehe- 
ment passion, of which I was justly proud, as it subdued 
to my chains the most accomplished of courtiers. 

Our first interview was lively. The marshal and he 
supported the conversation with much gaiety. M. de 
Richelieu, as I have already told you, had neither wit 
nor information, but possessed that ease of the first 
circles, those manners of high breeding, those courtly 
graces, which often surpass wit and information. 

« My nephew,” said he to the duke, « madam e can do 
much for us, but we must first do something for her. 
Without support, without friends, she will be lost at Ver- 
sailles; let us be her partisans if she will allow it, and 
let her youth have the benefit of our experience.” 

The tone in which the due d’Aiguillon replied delighted 
me. He said he was but too happy to serve me, and 
bogged mb to rely on him as I would on myself. 

« But,” he continued, <( but we have to struggle with a 
powerful party. The duchesse de Grammont and her 
brother are not the persons to give up the field without 
Striking a blow. But, madame, by the assistance of your 
lmppy and lovely star, I will enter the lists with pleasure, 
and if a glance of your eyes will recompense a conqueror, 


I shall be he.” 

«Oh ” exclaimed the duke, (< my nephews a second 
Amadis in gallantry, and of undaunted courage. You 
will be satisfied with him, madame, much more than with 
my son, who only resembles the family in his defects 

The due de Fronsac was justly hated by his father; he 
was what is called a decided scamp, without one redeem- 
w point or virtue. Dissipated without agreeableness, a 
courtier without address, a soldier without courage, he 
thoroughly deserved his bad reputation. He was not 
hated, because hatred implies a species of honor, but he 
was universally despised. His father hated him: he hated 
his father. The reciprocity was edifying. I have often 
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seen the due (to Fronsac, unit always* wills «l , Hu 
had incurred the extremity of punir.huu nl ; whm Irving 
to carry off a butcher's daughter, lie o nd« jrd iuui ;< H 
guilty of the triple Crimea of ui'mhi, r.qr, ami i»d*hr»-y, 
This was the most splendid dm! oi hit* lit*-, of I* m a In* 
fathor said so, the only one in whieli It** hod nlmwn 
guess what; for, my friend, I will ten pro Mir * you ul 
word made use of by his lather. Il uim-i hr i-rtutYv.rd 
that wo sometimes kept very had e**nip,my a! Vm •wiUh-n. 
The king, who abhorred degrading minm., dut m»<! Ecku 
the due do Fronsae, hut was full of kindly furling ImwoM-s 
the due d'Aiguillon. The latter expriinurd »h* r t-Orta 
of his favor in his long and nli&tittule sitrnggh' 1 with ilm 
paviimneut of Hretagne. Il mind hr uwiod, ih«it is So 
gained the victory at court, he dn idedly |m»i it in thu 
city, and I was publicly immlied on iliia ao.-r.ut so tV 
most brutal manner. However, the fiimnhddp v,hhh hr>. 
first interview inspired mo with, I have always j«> rue* v» d 
unaltered. 


The week glided away, and each day my Imimm 
seemed moro fully assured. The h*vv of the tong in 
creased, he heaped presents on tur )trrprimdly, ntnl 
seemod to think ho never could do enough hn urn Tim 
bounties of Louis XV. were known, and hMtiuMy 
against mo the two enemies with whom I had |»<nt 
threatened —the due do C-hoisoul and thr dmdiraiwr do 
Grammont, his sister, I must say, however, that, at !»*«((, 
the brother contented himself with drsphdug sir, hut ih« 
duehesso was furious; f had oifemkd her femmim- #rli 


love, and sho could ’not forgive urn, J have odd y 
that sho obtained possession of the king by *uau }i r 
ihis is fact. Mm was in a place of conc«ahnrsii dsns 
a regal debauch, and when Louis loft the table, with 1 
head heated by wine, she awaited him in hi** fa*l 
commit a sort o£ violence on him, Wlmt turh-.w mi. 
t onl As soon ns this noble huly l«rn«| my 
she was tlosirous of knowing who I win. end I lmve hr 
told Since all tho measures Him took to lemn ihis H 
did not confine her search to the circle of Versaili** I 
hastened to proaeouto her Inqnirim. in Paris with u. 
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disdainful stave, laughed ruddy and walked away. AHluV 
such behavior offended mo, it did uni pul me mu of 
humors I thought it very natural for mudamc do 
mont to be irritated against mo. JUmrioUn had lo.a 
magnanimity. She repeated so often how impriiimnt it 
was thus to insult a female honored by the bounties of 
the king, and so far excited my feelings, that instead of 
returning as prudence suggested, 1 followed the sir pa "t 
these ladies. I did not proceed far before 1 rejoined 
them; they were seated on a bunch, awaiting my arrival 
as it appeared. I passed close to them, and at that him- 
mont the duehesso do Grnmmont, raiding her voice, 
said, 

(< It must bo a profitable business to sleep with every 
body.” 

I was excessively nettled, mid instantly rebuil d, M At 
least I cannot be accused of making a forcible miry into 
any person's bed.” The arrow went to the mark and 
penetrated deeply. The whole eomiteimuve of the dmh- 
esse turned pale, except her lips, which became lulu*. 
Sho would have said something fwolhih, hut madatim du 
Brionno, more cool because touched less nearly, placed 
her hand ovor her companion's mouth. I in my turn 
walked away with IlenrieUe, laughing till tears came 
into my eyes at this pleasing victory. 

The duchoHBQ do Grnmmont, who bad no further in* 
clhmtion to laugh, told the whole to her brother, He, 
who loved her excessively, too much so pcthupii. repri- 
manded her, nevertheless, and pointed out to hor the 
disadvantage in an open struggle with me, Madame do 
Brionno was enjoined to secrecy, but Hint did nut pre- 
vent her from confiding the affair to the dowager dttdr* 
eBso cVAigulllon, 

This latter was a lady of most superior merit., uniting 
to much wit more solid acquirement*. She «pok« 
like a native. Her death, which happened in 1773, wm 
a great misfortune to her son, to whom aim gnm the 
most excellent counsel. Site told my adventure tg her 
ahgli ter- in-law, who, excessively ambitious, «tw, without 
any pain, the increasing attachment of her husband tm 
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all-powerful, but I will not employ it uiiHouaoimbly or Improperly. 1 
know that I need the counsels of an honorable, printout, wmi well- 
informed man. I accept, thoroforo, of yourflj I ovon anlc them from 
you, If your friendship go along with thorn. Adiou, monsieur. My 
regards arc duo to your undo, the mnrdohul, the first time you write 
to him.® 

This letter filled the due d’AiguUlon with joy. Some 
days afterwards, tho prince de Soubise, who also wished 
to give me his advice, did not attain tho same success. 
It must bo owned, that, for a man of the world, he wont 
about it in a very clumsy way. Ho committed the ex- 
treme error of selecting mademoiselle Guimard as medi- 
atrix between himself and mo. This lady came to me on 
the strength of our former acquaintance ; she had so little 
sense as not to perceive the immense distance between 
us which a few days had caused, and that the opera- 
dancer kept by the prince do Soubise could have no 
relation with the favorite of the king of France. I en- 
deavored, in vain, to make her perceive it, without mor- 
tifying her too much, She always called mo her dear 
friend, and fairly slaughtered mo with saying that her 
prince would protect me. It was singular for her to 
speak thus to mo; to mo from whom her prince solicited 
protection. She did not confine herself to this, she even 
insinuated to me that I should bo a gftinor in Bomo way. 
I laughed outright at this, and said to the valet de chamhre , 
who was stationed at tho door, “Call mademoiselle's 
servants. )} This annoyed her excessively; all the muscles 
of her face were contracted with rage; but she restrained 
her wrath, saluted mo with an assumed respect, and 
went away, after having so worthily acquitted herself of 
her foolish embassy. 

She had quitted mo for an hour, when I received ft 
letter from him who had sent her, Tho prince de Sou- 
bise begged mo to grant him an interview, in which he 
could enter into an explanation. I replied that I would 
rocoivo him, and ho came the same day. 

(( I am much pained, maclamo,* said ho, on entering, 
<( that madomoisello Guimard has communicated with so 
little address what I wished to say to you.” 
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« Prince, I think you would have done better to have 
been the bearer of your own message. You know my 
station here, and would not have ridiculed me as she 
tas done.® 

M. de Soubise, much pulled to know what she had 
aid, asked me the question. 

"Why,® I replied, "she said, that if I would follow 
four counsels, you would pay me for my condescension.® 
"Ahl madame,® he exclaimed, "she has completely 
nurderod me. I only charged her to offer my services 
;o you, and throw myself at your feet, as I do now.® 
"Rise, prince, X do not accuse you of such folly, and 
promise not to mention it : it is necessary, however, that 
you should know I have hut one part' to play here, that 
of pleasing the king. Any other character will not suit 
me. Honor me with your friendship, and accept mine 
in return. X cannot, must not, have any other union 
with you.® 

Thus terminated this interview ; it did not suit me to 
give the prince de Soubise any hopes. Ho and all the 
Rolmns would have lived on it ; they would have turned 
my confidence to their gain, and as thoy were for the 
most part sharpers, or something akin to it, my name 
would soon havo been mixed up with some dirty trans- 
action. His family was a hydra of avarice, and would 
alone have swallowed up all the wealth of France. If 
the king had taken one of the Rolmn family for his mis- 
tress, I believe that the finance department would not 
have sufficed for one year’s expenditure of this prodigal 
family. I had no objection to the prince de Soubise 
coming to supper with me, but I did not feci myse f 
disposed to give him any control over my mmd. I shou 
have been ill-guided by a man who had no government 
of himself. 

If M. de Soubise did not depart satisfied, madame de 
Marsan, his relative, to whom he related the bad success 
of his attempt, was not more so. She was a woman to 
have governed a kingdom, had she been allowc ° co 
so. There was in her woman’s head a capacity superior 
to that of. all the men of her family. She had a great 
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deal of ambition, and all her actions wore tlm results of 
a premeditated plan. She would Imvts ruled the , 
the princes, the princesses, fuvorilcs, mistresses, tin* 
court, the city, the parliaments, and the army! Nothin** 
would have been impossible to her; sbu was iuhtpmle to 
any tiling. Circumstances did not give her Urn oppor- 
tunity of displaying her genius. With great (ulema anil 
keen perception, sho was reduced to the government uf 
her own family alone; that was but a trilling muttm! 
In spite of her discontent, nmdaine do Mmsan pivsrr vrd 
a sort of neutrality towards me. She allowed all sorts of 
ill to be spoken of me without ever repressing a word. 
She was then mute and motionless. Sho saw me tom 
to pieces without any emotion. However, when we wen- 
together sho tried to cajole me in a thousand ways, all 
the time detesting me in her heart; and I, who could 
scarcely endure the sight of her, paid her a like mimix-r 
of little attentions. Thus surrounded by hypocrites, r 
became one myself. We learn to howl in Uiu society of 
wolves. 
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“If the piotw party uni to with those who are not m i«« 
destroy mo,® I. rejoined, lunching, “ I tiliull have all Future 
against mo.® 

“No; but perhaps all the ehlUomu Hut thoro in away 
of avorting the storm. Attach yourself to the parly of 
honest men who have been ho greatly cuhmmiutnb— tlm 
Jesuits. Philosophy, supported by the duo do Olmlsoiil, 
has repressed thorn; but the high clergy and the mourns 
royalcs aro attached strongly to them, and you would to 
torcst them in your fortune by favoring llieno worthy 
fathers. ® 


« What! monsieur le due,® cried I, “will mm'wunn tint 
clergy of Franco, and msthmes royalty and their suite be 
favorable to me, if I use my influence with the king in 
espousing the cause of the society of Jenna? « 

« Certainly, madcuno, and I am authorized to piomw 
you. I give you my word for this. Endeavor to n-muh- 
lish the ordor, and thoro will not ho one of u« but will 
bo zealous in supporting you.® 

(< I certainly am desirous of pleasing your friends; but 
I can see that, from the first moment of my appearance 
at court, I shall bo at open war with the Choismils «ml 
the pari laments.® 


* What matters it? I confess tlmt the victory will not 

Moultl™ “'T nMtl to “Wreto the 

rl 1 U ri | Xt i 9 i VU ° t mt th ° ki " i! ' lmH for U'e 

will C ° S0U 1n,t ho lw “ nuicl > ejection for you, 
which avails much in ore. J 


(< As for the parliaments, ho hates them, and for nmnv 
years has been desirous of ridding himself of iimm erf 

s&s&r? o,te ti,iB ,,y tha h ° ip ot ci(Ki " , " 1 


Tilts will ho hard work for ono so weak tut I am » 
Oh, you aro sufficiently powerful, I assure you. Only 
confide „ mo, the intermediary between you „d „ 
Wands lot mo guide you, and I will steer to therlgTl 

P « nhr W ‘1° y °'! thlnk oE thlB ' motlftmo t » f 

Ohl monsieur le due, it is not at a moment that 
can give a positive reply to such grave matte™ 
tent mysoif In assuring you, t,* :°,Z Z youl 


O IMTJ'-T* I’*" 


inm h r i4-» **M«t HuuiM vrt >‘ 

Id «iStl n»» V*u«' 3 * ’ * " 15 * ' • 

" Mv 

j n * ‘n j n I vjv>. nlmuM W-' !c»»i.nnl »*v y«nr fi<r»t»l*tti|«-” 

* |j fa yMMl >*. tml *»« y-l I *«m *» l rtM ’* 

,',u» a.* HMUiinn U‘»-M H r» 

f l#l lt ty *|v*»ly V u--,vni^m \U<a my itkmU W*»i 

IlfiW,** . 

«\W w«H iimI inil, siwUmu-- ; «»t*l sS >’♦•« ' v,w * f ‘ 4 ** w ,nr 
Id imI!»«> Mm** «*•» w.«h V" 56 « w » !,JU 

Irtfe** DU*' IMrfUUlM'l? ** 

W y M „i v (ft ** ’> U.. 1 H -ulwuvrt I*** 

Si*.vh w*» Mm rD»vr?B!* 1 iDS» wJluJ* I h«*4 wijll s3u:mUh: Mr* 
|*’\\h«>:hV.««. I W.< K**.-n »S *'Wir«‘i»al «t 
vmm - » th« i*m-I*»* tD <1 4-1- **«'•*• 

rt V«»t iiMi^ I l »*«y«-U vr«y «•*•«» 

llw nr l m wW-U !*♦'■* *•*»*«*« *•» r,,u5il *”'"■ * *■"*'*' 

I9mi Ilirt «! \Vr» .»*!«*•* » -dM^IM «■'* **;* * ll, » 

lr/lli iii. 1 i Hu «<»* *«» K*"** 

#4 It<>4 |*W r*t .4 Mu:' 4.»«|-4 »mh ««•* 

uu },rn)!t<pr.» ! Hr *»*» l&<* *> tr«w *» ,|ir 

WIW i,, ipIUh^ me |ti«t Mi« w."«r: W«4l «li»|Mi«Ml 

4M4 m« mv »<*» l *hv*i**\ h*m **»>i m 
urt«mi«0 *4 ^ut?i.K'5sv..P m»4 fvim<U)»i|* 5 m*vr **©• 

r .u»w» 4. AiH «MV i'Mrri4 t «««»< hw» 1 *** , * lw ‘ 

wiml « viiSf)«##DU:a \*\m* 4 h 

\V|mM M-.k* 4«w 4» U w*u» wViwjj n« ^ Hn? 

m« nwtef »l»» !w«»i©r* *4 «»»' 5 ' E,<J ,r J f * f ' 

nni* «r ChJ»«vcMn^*i I** ■«» 5 ' Ml 

m (tmh m Iw w«* ihi* 4s4 «w- rt «*» !s * 

wrk iw » r«M«MUl»»*tti H© «■*««»© 8 ** nw U»jr»*ly, 

mMiMMuintf iti« *a w#8M»4t!»r lisa Ai»*l mUm 
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the hatred of the kingdom that y»»o will Imw m . 
France is about to march in u hrtirr tv.o l, am! Oo- lm»j 
plan in to follow its lead, ft pain:* no-, in.'id.imr, t>« 
language which may appear s«-voiv in : v,<< 
only to tulle to you of your btmily mol ihr Mv wlu-ts ii 
inspires, But in your situation, own ih<«i Imaniy tuny 
serve the interests of France; , mu! ll iu tW ihm m^Usvo 
that I cornu to solicit you. M 

I replied to M. do Climtvt'liu with npid I'Muhin-M*, I 


told him that my nolo inUnUiom* w» ,»r« t»* nuvli' 

to the circle of my duties; that I had man* Itut ?•< pt*'. ,.«* 
the king, ami no huemioii >>( mibug irnwrlt up with 
stato attaint. This was my plan I van ansov I iM 
tcred mysolf that I could billow ti, u«i dummng »»t « **»•;«• 
political nuisances into which 1 wms pt rcipttato! !» 
of myself, I added, miverlhelewt, that in mv «n!mcU*»s, 
which was delicate, 1 would not rc Hu *.«■<• lint 


faithful servant of the king, and (hat malm iht* nth- M 
do Chauvolin should bo consulted m, 

The marquis do Chauvclin had too mm h 3g»w«i 
too much knowledge of the world, in* i« |H »«irp n 
fuaal concealed under thin p.dnrm *riio »r,M m. It- 
nation of my heart luitl already Uni mo i«. 

d'AIgnilton tor my director, and 1 Iri „„, ,|„ 

myself to any oilier. Wo contented l,tm«d( with 
me again tor my friendship, which I wilt,.t K lj* 
him, and I have always found myself (Wimmii.- |,j„ 
Ihus did I accept the olftre <>r servle* fmjii the prince 

tie Chauvclin th ° d "° d ° VlU ' K1 ' y,,n - ** ml 11,0 »'»r.|t.u 


A fourth sought to swell the ranks; the corroe. after, 
wards prince, do Monlbarrejr. This gonilt-num nude 

to pi etonsions for what he lacked in 

weak solfdmportant, selfish, fond of 

I„ L 'n 1 7 ? , nU lh<! •>" <>' » man Of « t „I l„,.«|, na 
rasnect to P T ,t ^Mhwy, Uo «. fall erf 

■So lid eJf., ^ taM# > <tf whW »" "me "< 

was a mT i ’ Wh ° 8 Hi* nomination 

Steer of wat t 1 “ 8,10 dream * t,f >»« «tnt 

Cr ° E ™ n 11 w ““ of the, tbouMnd feiu« of 



r'UMTn‘.s), uv iuki-jv 


M v.-imm H» r Um: v '* “'» a r - ,n ' 4 

i.,aua Hi-.a.rj* mi >s»- mm*' ^ 

*n,r *l»< \vW*»% \ 3«,»a u-.v» ^ - sU?f - 

{.« *»>•: *.»»•< t'W <« S H |*-«v. •<•••» 5- »<«»**»«• ' , *tU* 

iWl nv\u>\ n» m .» '«» *"» *;*• •» f’ 

an i-A. h- - «•* ■’■'* 

i., i..». n. •< *>'•- 1 "■'* ■*“ 

fall U , tw Ih mS Ss*»w Jm*<„ ««>l » Im*I , r .<n <A ««.l 

j w , t Ui »K - *--* iVj h * * :dl wi " *" ,<|V 

SJ t r; W .i« M»t« -■* *V- 

I iiuil i’mi ».♦.-» ty * ,v ;*‘ v 

r# ,..iv to* »*** *-» w ^ u " hA, ' ] ,M 

>n.;«y M %V*.sfc will* »w; i ’ tS3 ‘ 5 - ,,aar vir ^^ U * 

l v ,(| „i«r iMMitriii r ml *»M *•*«•»■ ‘S. 

|.*i», uv 1*4 MU' iM-'Mit, W*»»* 

| W I m r8,.f.'.,a .4 tom* m.mM tolto' «* 

W |U,; to »m fa-to “* J*?“— S ‘ # ^ M * 5!hr >U 

41 Wm«M tov*< 8-r.*» 

him m tie llirw «**. «*<•* m* «*»»* ,4r , * ri * wr ' Wre 

..I M .1^ J 5l ' ?;4 

Im. VW, Sir: W M S a>3 »M S K-5crvv \W» 

mm hn^-A IU*1 my *•*•'«*«»'» w - ;v “ rr4 |4 “. ^V,'. 8 

m0< |»,,| 3 »U4 u-*S «.M»«»bScs S ia 

m«rvrlt«*S»a w«» rA^A MS 1|r ** 

mv 3 r»mH *ml? h%m ^ l8 

»»l JfJiOSMy 88S*»iS6<?y. 

In III*? mi»Ul **l ll»U rffit«» sk8' ^ »*■<•*. **««* ^'' 

m«r vthkh WifShl h*«« to m f 

ruin; uh, lh«itlK* l*» ^ ii«Idn5i}ja3.»k. *A m*mH‘ 

, 4 ?«rwtl l« **s«f m**^ *» **‘jr *«u*****». 

I 4 pff wH*»m I Ss«v«? »'5 ;i;i 
to ne Kin® tiliy". iw%-& was 

i 8 - tt - 
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which nothing can 

report that you arc not miuiM 

Tlr’l that all?” »al(l I with joy; "no, my *;.» 
tehcl/thia time they do not •<„. 

— • 

« what, are you really not married? 

«Aro you not the wife «C thu «*« tkUHHU* ,l “ 

Barry ? }> 

<( No ^ 

«Thou you have deceived the king, «■«» l'>u>vd 

“•Label, my friend, take nnoiher mil* N" *>n< h** 
any right to complain. You have given m to th* king 
7* person to pLm him; I do ho. TIi« rr* «.i W n« 

111 Pardon 7 mo, S macltuno ; it In a mutter of i\w 
consequence to me. I mu terribly ^mpromiwl to H»i» 
affair, and you with me." 

Letoel told mo that the duehenw de UmmmiM had 
bogged him to call upon her, nud had bitterly 
him about the mUtreBM ho hml procured U> r the ktog 
the duchoBBO affirmed that I wit* a n«n«b« mi\ tm- 
married creature; and added, that it watt hi* duly to 
make the king acquainted with IHena particular*, 

I, the pretended wife of du Barry, would con»eiii la w» to 
England when a large pension should he neenretl to me 
« No, my dear Label, I will not go to England ; 1 will 
remain in Franco, nt Versailles, at the chftt«wu< If I mn 
not married I will be; the thing is easily managed.” 

Label somewhat assured, begged mo to «end for cornu 
Joan, and when ho came he (Lebel) rewraraenwl hi* 
tale of grief, 

« You are drowning yourself In a 
my future brothor-indnw to him, b _ 
with less ceremony; “go hack to the dueh 
Monti and toll her that madam© 



<■< fMTRMSR I»tf HARRY 


43 


!“' ' v,, l , "‘' 1 l1 "' Hutrii.tjfu will hike place 

" " »" “•' ,l .i mil iinntuwiu tlu Marry* 

,,,•4 ...V niitl>'r.iii>luw !,,• „ lady oC six m(mths ’. 

... ..»ly ..I jvr.tr n lay, Hurt i„ „f m) consequence 
l«* i tiny* »«i Ki alive, “ 


Mi> t thK * ">i v»‘, i'i(l ion l.r hei delivered the message 
i.i (Urt tiiimmiuiii, \vh„ i„M him Unit she 

wide hi In lilt? aUorney.jpnusrni. This 

Wi * VJ «*»«* i,w Je.m whthi *1 ami he wiih prco/ircd 

i.i !»» r. 1 


ymt will v>ny i.» me, wan it rm'luin that your tut- 
->,ur,l hud«,ud \v„uld many yon? Were there no 
♦liihrnJiR'* s “ l,Uii • N<mi\ Cnuitu (hiillaumo wan poor, 
taW*-<S, ymd imH.Hi.anv; ho liked high living and would 
h‘»vo **S*I in iho deed fnr lichen. He waa happy 

m >'*»»« »k. t’muio Jean would nut have ventured 
* 5, ‘h a i»* hio oihrr Itrmher, the coin to dTlargi- 

wli*« had much y.*ni m?mm nml grout nolioim of! 
piopii.-iy, mid who at Wiwiill*?# was failed the honntle 
hvinwi- ,■ si iliMisu don n».»t over fluttering to his two 

ho-Shr?«, 

Vh«* * vruiMtf the whole family arrived, and was 
pjpwniri! t«* im« Urn next day. My two future slstora- 
h» law lrl|{hiri«rtl me at fii>i with their provincial man- 
wpw send aunihcrn me ml ; hul, after a few minutes, I 
Lmod jh«i ibk l hm'nu piommemimn hrnl many elmriiis 
with H M»:»drim«w!ie*» du flurry were, not handsome but 
very ujgt&fA\Aa. One wan called luubelle, whom they 
had nicknamed the other’?! name wan Faitchon, and 

Sw-r wmw had U*ou» uhltrovluicil to Hum. 'l*hc latter had 
ttitttfi lakmi. nml frven brought to Versailles with 
her, m im»iimd«v« spirit of diplomacy which would have 
xfonv honor to u praetlml etnirlicr, She would have 
been thought simple, umvophitdieatccl, and yet was full 
of plot sind emuting. 

I wm Rooit much pleased with her, and the king 1 be- 
am sMpwdly m. He was always very much amused at 
hearing her talk fmtm (provincial)?), or recite the verses 
of on* GondotiH, a jwet of Languedoc. Ho used to 
nmkt Imr Jump upon hb knees j and filtho’ she had 
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passed tho first bloom of youth, he played with hm lilo 
a child. But what most particularly diverted tin* Ling, 
was calling' my sister-in-law hy her nickname; * 

Chou, grande Chon , !) ho was always saying, Mm ihm, go 
there, como here. # Louis XV. did tho same with Ins mwm 
daughters: ho had amongst them a /.e./wc, a lVujAv", u 
C hiffc , and they were tho ladies Victoire, AddS.odv, .m,! 
Sophie, whom ho thus elegantly designated, I »■« at 
saw tho taste of tho king for nicknames that I gave hum 
one, it was Lafrancc. So far from lining augiy with wn\ 
he laughed to tears every time, ilmt I called him -,o 1 
must confess, m pax sunt, that the nnecdoj.* alami the 
coffee Is true.* I will only justify myself l,v laying, 
that if I expressed myself coarsely It was n«>l in ».o»c>.r, 
quenco of my vulgar education, Imt hmm,o the king 
liked such modus of expression. 


Let mo revert to my marriage, which was pm ho un d 
secretly at the parish of Saint Lament. 1 U-heve iZm 
king knew of it, ullhu' ho never alluded to u >my u»'t» 
than myself. Thus tho mnlieo of my emmdea wa« 
plctoly balked in this affair. Some day a afterwards e« 4 n(o 
Jean received a letter from tho uitorney»ge-JH!t'id of in,.** 
parliament of Toti louse, M. the marquis d« Hanrcj**.^ 
Liquet. This gentleman informed my brother- 1 m, law that 
ho had been applied to, to institute nti inquiry <«t all th« 
notaries, and amongst till the register* of 
for tho proof of my marriage; that he warned M » j*, 
on mir guard, and that whatever diligence he might t*» 
desired to employ, he should do nail, tag wl,h,.„, u, {..„»■ 
"J V* ,, Wo , th0 obliKaUot, a( this prwliaa, *.»! 

mn ,o^ a wbiLL lhe nllor «'M!*"'w«l ta my 

, m f m ,u hla own - H" told him Urn, li «„ 

Sr reloZZ 8 ! Pmkm imere " Ml 

SS rT S o Zr w 7 ra T' i! «° *««■*»». '••>* « IVta, 

SXJSE: m m 

tins 1-oply to tho duchcuo do tinman ' t 


* Louis XV, had a habit of making hla 
Olio day the coffoo bollocl over the sfdei Q f 
Barry cried out, «AV;, Laf ranee, Ion «ifj / 


fa fftfm’AM 



rMMTK:vSK nu lunwv 


■n 


■-■1 3 =i ? » * I »ft it -: <■ ilK * I Vnll l»» of 

!h-- Ki«?V *;? S.siSv tti- 5.*4i»-v, 5 m» f.tic’ » ,ir 

« u t'.'* Jri.-i EltiJ | lli.tii tltf ..ihrr. uhvny-. 

'! **»♦* MmI 1m l|i»' tiu K w«‘i 

f ’* lit' H- t?y. i h<-' » tb* lit.-itHitMitl 

la.-uj ??*■'? It ,■» B f %hv l-»!r HI * <3 lh 51 *4*»« Sm 4 »>}*ly 

S‘,vt ! . 1 4 ? 5 :•*!*»• ■; : > >; • v „v i •! 8 3s»- a -.r?i D ( m4 iaiJH’l lius'Ml 

i!‘.i». 5 <i l *5 M»", Ijf.i? I '*•>,'!■< <«{ I*: :i » , »>H|r»<'3S | i'>.S, ii«»| Im I'Kilr 1 

*»»•> **- »«v t«vti *m j»!|mw stjul f.la* httiHiM 

«*•••*• Nvtf I ij**?**, I'ihii iH»l M>>( «M-* HV 

HhS' 4 | J ‘.it i‘ "35^ IMIf \ >' ;*il. 

ii ?~>v Hats*’ 3«V 2,. 'iiiiXs?*- •• : : .i- Jv ,u , v y, '4 J.» (vu 

C-KV. *„,» l*a, !i;«f .»g.«n .«t< >! »'3 mS »U:>1 |.* '•.•"if )iif« 

•r^sj A Uy my S msiiSv 81 m j«1,u t 4 

st»*' }*.»).;<'• » V«- ..ViJwlU ■ :<.>•■ Jt.1,-,9 i„ :;**>! #.K < ■■..ml** 

f‘ ■;» '> .“".'in:; l»ct ;»?i « -J j," S •' ' •■•'* “ ^U8 VthnMi’ *V'j|s|»y 

Hi’.’*'. 3 id!)l4 <3 3 ■;%?.?. :45-< My lUtlllty* 

*'■ •': ’ I** 1 ' 'i »»?£•<' > iVH ini H [.'»■» i4 |Jii' »3h5»:' »i7U^Uit« 

S .i'^ K'm '}vh"*«o fi 4,4!!y .niHiiiA ?i{ # 3 t».iivw?9 ||«t »'.');•) fi'« 11 y 

fcivr #«<:' dial (dri.Sl a 

gv,i,ri (»M?8oa?s» I?*?*! Sii-n 

8 *: 3* ? ii,v H W'« j»;v«tw-4 i''v • *5 i ljSr<’|j|||* 

i-< mr 4 I o <*•.!)$<•!;** I ’VVilia *!r'»4jMr>.| Willi (I 

r « «» «r «}»• *»s»3r 8#» 1« Hm:; r.t* 4 sijy ► ^ Mnilt'Mi* >j* 

I’lifM, mvr ‘*8J."3;sTw 4 a 3:) 4 || |»» ru>'|| 

« 1 S'I #2jssi 8 lh-«m h'tiW i»mmk !•-( «*£-•.? Ss*-?'. I 

4»y. hflvwg it jgl^^s *4 rry>-4i«l w1ti*'h 


»Jsi? ii»4 w»*? 4 8 my st#iiu in wich 

»«4ri»»n ftiyje,, i»si4 wiiN «** w^.48 i>Sf cli^rin, 

SSsisi 1 1 ms iHlipf ihtf w8««4t? Tlisi king mw 

Mit\ Wiia «'«« iniiW'ti j »!«.*«■ 4 Stitt! J«i* ikcjsi U 4 «bu.| weal. 
d.«y me»isi jg«»l#Si?8 rnrarts^S wts li sjitiiiB*, whkh 


I jgav® \i» C8»w«»4 




CHAPTER Vf. 

Journey to Cholny— The comlomto <lu Many ami Dmte XV„~~Th* 
king of Denmark— The czar Peter— Pietluiltk II.- -Tim nl«M 
de In Chnpollo— An experiment— New intrigue* — }Wr«u 

— The comtcflHo mid Louis XV. — Of Urn presentation L«-Uc* t*f 

the comtosso to tlio due iVAigiillloii — Kopiy — Pi lute rle 


U p to this period I had resided constantly at Ver- 
sailles or Paris, according to the pleasure of tlto king, 
but hud never followed liis majesty in m»>* of ht« 
journeys. Ho wlshod to pass some days ut his delightful 
chateau nt Choisy, situated on the hunks of the .St int', 
It was decided that I should bo of the party, taking the 
name of the baroness do Pamklek, a tlenimu lady, m 
that would save mo from the cmbumwmntmt in whit h l 
should be placed with the king in enumHjuemo of my 
non-presontation. The prince do Smibitu?, tlm dm * tie l« 
Tilmoulle, dAycn, d 'A ignition, and the marquis do 
Chauvelin, wore also to attend the king. The king rv 
mainod nearly the whole time with me. mul the runfr u> 
my apartment beeamo a favor not accorded to every 
body. A small committee met there, and talked of 
every thing except what is mUoiu.li and I an mmm ymi 
that with such conversation time passes very quickly. 

One day the king entered my apartment holding in life 
hand a letter. 


«I am about to reeolve,” aald he, «avlalt that will not 
give mo much pleasure, My brother of Denmark k 
traversing Europe, and is nbout la come to Franco 

“ wh ? ,n . convenlont I ,ar8an « your traveling 
k ga! Why do they leave their kingdoms? I think 
they are very well at homo. 8 K 

{( Yes, sire, but there is fin excuse for them* thev m 

/r nmi ^ nl 11 <»»««»,' «Hi wi!,; 

i0f uess Showing you.* 



fuM’rj'HHK |»p MAHHY 


4? 


A l fhU >-»*ssij»!iMirui i U»* Utsij.; !nUW»| Uin U:umUi wilh it 
•unlit’, wUU-U Is*’ always iSUI wlum hr 1 wmi Mulinlunl, mill 
lUrlt mUI, 

1*4 m-4 t)t Ihr* t4 |mUmlul<Mi thu 

ttiitm* ulUrvImM On* tit* It* S » 4 V |*»’S JwMI tl*i y*Hl IW1. It in tt»4. 
HU' lull I'Vullr f* lUry V. #•':!» In **;»*. I K'lmtiHHUm' (Hat will’ll 
vrry ynm«j* I smr-ivral n vMi inou Um iVUn* U*r 

Uriml, IV I *»r I’Uh U’a -4 I a«4»- ;asi 5-it My, Jit’ wmi n»*l tlrli- 

\ irml in jb*-h««% I mi yH UrHuvril Him a lui 

Im« limr m oyrr llm mu'lvm'iV'*, IiUr.it ih« 4 muA 

ihiinufiivliu l «»»• v<«- tf m'a' *uirl» mi uSUUml I - 

inn* Him t'liu'Uxnv'iiijg nm hi >»nr in «i mimvsrw, mill ratty" 
iitjj m<" in t»«« «ihh »»» MiM* t»i my v>iU’M \v*u»M Imvh 
» i'*su' ! , Hr wn* iluly, t-om w, iin4 sflU4rrw4, Wrll, till Hip 
I'Vrtu lll«S< (til 91 Him; MDU’ 1 Wmnlil St.jvr Hy 

Ihrir rnKoriirM iHal they tout «i»vrr w>*m n I'minte* 

ii#tin' * 

“ Wi Um'ii-' wm m» |n rim wry tar in uw tin? 

HmnU«u»m tm'p **$ a Mm** 64 

“ 11*44 y»mr longim, mmittww U Umomm 4® IMmlttok, 
you »r* u flatterer, Thera f« rt i-rownml head which Mr 
thirty y*v.»r« hm» ilwiml In vUil Krumt’, Imt 1 have mU 
way* mriml a U»»l wr, wul wilt re*i.m k m long m 


* Wh<«, rUrr, 

I % V Vmt SOMM 


witartwmta in lie Han* 

'# jireaptU'e ? a 


a WUm I The king of js53«l«'m»|4wrs 4 ih«i rival of Voltaire, 
my hmilsrr of AH, my v Hr n 

Hast fallow; lio m®, «nd i ro» l«v« for him, 
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{< At you, sire? Impossible.® 

a No, no; I know the impertinences he is guilty of 
towards me: but let him. I prefer making my court to 
the pretty women of my kingdom instead of to my pages. : 
You may depend upon it that if he came to Versailles 
he would debauch some of them.® 

The king, charmed at having said this malicious speech, 
rubbed his hands again. 

* Really, sire,® I replied, «I am astonished that this 
prince, having such disgusting inclinations, can have 
much Mat attached to his name.® 


“Ah, that is because he has great qualities: he will! 
not allow himself to be cheated. Do you know that lie' 
is acquainted with the disposal of his finances to the last 
farthing?® 

"Sire, he must be a miser.® 


, " ^°» ma dame, he is a man of method, But enough of 
him. As to his majesty of Denmark, altho’ ho would 
have been as welcome to stay at home, I shall receive 
him with as much attention as possible. The kings of , 
Denmark and Sweden are my natural allies.® 

The king changed the subject, and said, « There is an 
named^la Ghapelie, whom I think half cracked, 
flatters himself that he can, thro* the medium of 

S “? aPParatU8 ’ remain ° n the water without sinking. 
He begs my permission to exhibit his experiment before 

bitinnlf W °» amuse yo«, we will have the cxhi- 
plcaTum aCC6pted thG ki *** Proposal with 

; th?chate a u° Xt Tho y i, We in a b ° dy t0 the terrace of 

hand; the due de **** Y "* 1 his hat in his 

awaited i! , Dl,ras S ave me his arm. M. l'abbd 

j Water dressed ^ he ^ himself bodil Y into the 
(ion in the wuo ° f cork 'j ackct » raf >ved in any direc- 
brn L ate ' and ** ^ So far 

wrote a letter to th* v po °r abb<5 > t0 close the affair, 
great pomu to hk • , m ^’ The ^tter was carried in 
Wfifch had^nm Y ^ cont ained two verses of 

Tkls you iris e K double adus ion to the experi- 
» ypti may be sure, was interpreted in the 
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wIdmmp uni.4* hiwus {•.< »u«- i?5'» a *• *«•*- <1, v-,i4i uSUic-il uriiMy 
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So 


how they disposed of ns! By these unpropiiimts » lutmieb* 
the king had learnt all the hatred which was homo p. 
madamo do Pompadour. Ho was afraid of exciting the 
discontent of the people by announcing number umdim*, 
and was no less intimidated at the severity «»f mudame 
Louise, and the ili-humor of hia other children. He loved 
his pleasure much, but his ease more, 

Comte Joan, who was restrained by no eon tdde ration^ 
advised mo to overlap all difficulty, by asking the kiuy 
myself for the favor which I coveted. Ilia advice wmiied 
rational, and I was besides urged on to do *o. Km It day 
brought to mo impertinences said of me by the mdde 
ladies of the chfitoftu. I learnt that they Wsied Unit I 
should never set foot in Urn great apartments, hut khmiid 
remain tho obscure mistress of the king. This made m*. 
impatient, and by degrees deprived me of my natural 
gaiety. 


Ono day when tho king was with me, he perceived my 
want of spirits. 

«What nils you?” said he, with tho greateat aolMtu.1*. 
“Whnt nils mol” replied I, »I wish I were 
rnthor than aoo mysolC tho butt of nil the scandal „( ,h» 
foul-mouthed gossips of your court." 

The king, suspecting tho confidence I wam about m sv , 

E. 1 ’ W “ f 0ny , 1,0 h#d nstel for II. a ltd 

« lout. Ho began to piny a tattoo with hia flmren .... 
tho clt mnoy.plooo, At this moment wndomnMIn riu.ii 
onmo In, Tho king, delighted at seeing her. Inalamlv 
Inquired Into her state o£ health, She, after n nrofotm.l 
reverence, said, 1 m 

famUy7» h °" r ^ ^ ' V011 Wh<m U,m "'V 

« I A1 Lfmc / cl 1 W hootoa^ 1 ’T" 

majesty !” 0 l ° ^ ^ l0 " B ° r ln th ° « 00cl ■»» TyLr 
kingt'k!^^^ U» 

honors,” W "° m 1 ™> dd ^ 
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“Your majesty speaks to me , 8 I answered, “with great 
condescension [my sister-in-law left the room that she 
might not spoil the explanation], but yet you are the 
cause of the insolences which I am subjected to from 
the vile crew . 8 

K What is the matter with you to-day ? In truth you 
are a perfect little devil . 8 • 

“ I wish I were, that I might punish evil tongues, since 
there is no king of France to avenge me . 8 

“ You are severe, madame , 8 replied Louis XV., turning 
his imposing and handsome face towards me, and to 
which he vainly endeavored to give an air of anger. I 
saw my success, and added, 

“Yes, sire, it is insupportable for me to think that I am 
supposed not to possess your friendship, and that I only 
play the part of a temporary friend. It makes me 
wretched: you must not be angry if I complain of you 
to your royal self . 8 

“ Well, well, you madcap, what must I do ? whom must 
I banish ? 8 

“Oh, sire, no one: with your august support I fear no 
person; nothing but appearances . 8 

“You are an. excellent creature; in your place madame 
de Pompadour would have imprisoned half France . 8 

« That was because she loved revenge better than she 
loved your majesty. As for me, I should be miserable 
if I were the cause of one single family complaining 
against you . 8 

The king delighted at these words, which really came 
from my heart, embraced me tenderly two or three 
times, and said, 

“ I wish your enemies could understand you, for they 
would soon be at your knees. But if we imprison or 
exile no person, how shall we strike terror into them? 8 

“It is not terror but envy that I would excite. Let 
me be presented at court, and all my wishes will be 
satisfied . 8 . 

« I cannot for the life of me divine why you should 
lay so much stress on coming to weary yourself with the 
ceremonies of mvself and daughters. Heaven preserve 
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you from at! the Irksomeness of court ceremony!** And 
Louis XV. sighed, “Did you ever think, * 1m added, 
«o£ all the vanities, nil the interests I have to manage; 
all the intrigues that arc perpetually agitating, ami all 
tho opposition mndo to me? The court, Ihu city, the 
people, will rise against mo: they will clamor, groan, 
complain; vorso, prose, epigram, mid pamphlet will ap- 
pear in uninterrupted succession. Vim would he lipu 
attacked, and hatred will perhaps extend to me. 1 tlt.dl 
see again the times when the DunmmH, in the mono of 
the parliaments, ns one party nays, in the mime of j| m 
Jesuits, as tho other party says, and, what is more tine, 
in the name-—” 


The king suddenly paused; a deep shade of melancholy 
settled on his features, his noble hem! dropped on hi* 
bosom. Louis XV. remained for some time mot Ionics; 
at length, 

(< Well,» ho exclaimed, attempting to force n smile, 
<c well I I will write to the ladies du (trammom, to Inform 
thorn that they need not give themselves the troubb to 
remain near mo at the diAtouu.* 

On his saying these words I darted towards the door 
and went into my chamber. The king followed, and fit, a! 
ng there mademoiselle Chon, who was working «l some 
•tapestry, said to her, 

“Mademoiselle, I confide to your care, and by oral 
leltn dc cachet , tho most amiable Hub devil In 
And now, mademoiselle du Barry, having nothing further 

God t0 tnk0 yQW 1,1 Hla »'«> 
torralMtIonL 15l f M “ nl:ry , th ° klntr ' «l Hie gay 

‘°™ S*°“ o£ “ Bomewh <“ “flou* «cone, went, or mVt 
mlrtod: for to mo n proverbUl oxproMlon, he «„ m 

*, ™" “ lono wllh "V »l»tar.ln.l#w, I told 
her all that had passed. 

tto'cir’d'"™!! 11 " 

i . 4 v.:r:,“„ - 

will plnco you out of tho ronch of 
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Would it not be best to get some nobleman, who can do 
so with influence, to speak to him on the subject ? If 
the due de Richelieu were here — >> ' 

“But,” I instantly exclaimed, “ have we not his 
nephew, the due d’Aiguillon ? He is well with the king, 
and I am certain will take the most lively interest in all 
that concerns me,® 

“ I have no doubt of it,” said Chon, with a sly look. 
“Write to him to come, and you can arrange your 
ulterior proceedings,” 

On this advice, which was quite to my taste, I went 
instantly to my writing-table, the last present which the 
king had made me. It was made of silver gilt, and china 
slabs beautifully painted. When I opened it, a glass was 
lifted which reflected my countenance. I sat down and 
wrote the following note to the due d’Aiguillon : — 

«You must be content. I want your assistance, I really want it. 
The moment has come for deserving all my confidence. Will you 
have it at all risks and perils? Reflect well before you undertake this: 
if you accept, come to-day at five o’clock precisely, neither later nor 
sooner.® 

A little while afterwards the following reply was brought. 

« One thing displeases me In your letter which else enchant^ me. 
You appear to doubt my obedience. Am I not your slave? And 
when you say to me go , will I not got Rely on me as on yourself; 
even more: for your vivacity may lead you into error, and I shall 
preserve my reason. Yes, madam e, I will, when near you, preserve 
my reason when your interests are at stake. At the fixed hour I 
shall have the honor to lay at your feet my respectful homage and 
boundless devotion. » 

It was impossible to express a real sentiment with 
more delicacy, I was charmed at it, no longer doubting 
that the duke would; consider my interests as his own. I 
awaited the hour of five with impatience, when my good 
fortune brought the prince de Soubise. After the first 
compliments, . 

“Well, madame la. comtesse, when is your presentation 
to take place?” 

“I do not know, monsieur le marshal; there are ob 
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staclea in tho way, I fear that they who wish to injure 
me abuse their influenco with tho king.” 

“I see that his majesty hesitates, altho' ho h ck:.ii«ms 
of giving you station, IIo must lie stimulated tu know 
that ho is master; and that if ho shows any wavering in 
tliis particular, it will bo made use of to govern him 
hereafter, 8 

Heartily did I applaud the language of M\ «U< Soubhw: 
I did not suspect that tho dear prince had another mo- 
tive behind. At tho end of tho interview he said, 

« Madame, you would not hnvo lunm as you now are 
had you been more conciliatory towards me, I know the 
king 1 , and know how to manage him, I Hatter mywdf 
that you would have been now presented hml yon deigned 
to hear my advice, * 

<( Did I reject it? Was I wrong in declining to have 
mademoiselle Guimard as ambassadress? Were y„„ nK » 

surod of her silence? Might «lio not have comiiromiKed 
us ? 8 


\ou are right; I did ns one would have done at your 
ago, and you lmvo done an I should do at mine: but 
thoro is always time to amend. 8 
c< Certainly, prince. 8 
“You accept my advice, then." 

“Yes, 8 I replied, seeing the dome in which he wished 
to entrap mo, yes, if f am presented Him* your Infln* 
cnee, from that moment you became my guide and 

Yr li ! fi <i« i»U ISnt 

not te nyeil; I rely on yon U, speak t0 the till, tiny 
abo« ; and I know that ho will tflvo mo every imrllem 
Ini of tho immonao service you will render me." 

onc “ tho '’ lluloa l> Eflrl got tho hotter of the prac 
t sod courtier, M, do Boublso, taken In his own aimre 
politoly oxciised himself, nnd loft mo with an nasuranee 
Imt ho would speak to the kin*. He d »lk hn? I 

sir “*«*»■ 

of my Wishes wuLrmliS^tenbta" S'Z" 



CHAPTER VII. 


The comtesse and the due d'Aiguillon— -M. dc Soubise — Louis XV. 
and the due d'Aiguillon — Letter from the comtcsse to the king 

— Answer of the king— The « Nouvelles d la Main ?— The com- 
tesse and Louis XV. —The supper— The court ladies mystified 

— The comtcsse and M. de Sartines, 

I was still triumphing at the skill which I had displayed 
in my conference with the prince de Soubise when 
the due d’Aiguillon entered. 

« Good heaven,® said he, kissing my hand very ten- 
derly, c< into what inquietude did you throw me by your 
dear and cruel letter. The ambiguity of your style has 
caused me inexpressible sorrow; and you have added to 
it by not allowing me to come to you at the first mo- 
ment. * 

«I could not: I thought it would be dangerous for you 
to appear before the king previously to having seen me.® 
« Would the king have thought my visit strange?® 
asked the duke, not without some emotion. 

That is not the point. The black spite of my ene- 
mies has not yet deprived me of the counsels of a friend. 
But as it is necessary to speak to the king in my favor, 
I wish that he should not know that you do so at my 
request,® 

After this I related to the duke my conversation with 
the king. 

<( Y our situation is delicate,® said he to me, (< but it 
should not trouble you. The king is weak, we must give 
him courage. It is his pliancy of disposition rather than 
his resistance that we must contend with, and I go to 
act upon it.® 

I then instructed the duke, with what had passed be- 
tween me and the prince de Soubise. When I had done, 
the duke replied : 


( 55 ) 
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“Expect nothin}'’ from the prince do Suuhisa: he will 
speak, no doubt; hut how? In ft justing toughing way. 
If, however, you think ho enn at all nmvo you, give him 
all your confidence.” 

“No, no, never,” I replied with quickness; Ml is m«t, 
a thing to bo done lightly; wo do not select « eon lid ant, 
counsellor, or friend, at random. Do you not know this, 
M. le due? It is requisite tlmt the heart of the one who 
speaks should ropono Itself on the heart of the frinid 
who listens. I repent to you that l have no feeling of 
confidence towards M. do Eouhine. In fart/ I added 
with visible and troubled emotimt, "my choice fo made, 
and you have too much hervism to wish to combat ii* 

At thoso flattering words the duke precipitated himself 
at my foot, and swore to support my cause with all hm 
power and interest. I replied that I fully relied on hi« 
devotion and prudence. Comte jean mitered, ami it won 
agreed botvveen us three tlmt l should say im uunv to 
the king of my presentation before the due, (rAigiiilh.it 
lmd spoken to him of it; that I should cmilimi myself 
with complaining without ptiovislinesw, mul tlmt \m should 
leave the opening measure to the primal tie Hmihhu, ami 
let him break the ice to Ids majesty. 

The prince do Soublse behaved exactly aw Uio duke had 
totcl mo; lie came to mo the next morning with a my». 
torldiB air, which already informed mo of n\\ Im had to 
say. Ho said that lie lmd vainly lormmuwl the king; 
that his majesty wished things to remain just aa they 
wore, and desired that until a new order of thing* noth* 
ing should bo altorod. 


'mow in 
can 



« ' : aerry for It, monsieur le rwirddud/ | 

Whilst I am in this precarious situation, whilst I 
in a corner of the stage as a confidante of true 
<lo nothing' for my Mends, particularly for you, 
lo mnrdchnl.” 

“On tho contrary, machvme/ ha replied, “the 1 
bo more disposed to listen to you whllat Im will 
that your influence is unknown.” 

jz:,£“z iir 'r 
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am a woman, I have other matters for consideration: I 
must have honors, title, rank. My self-love suffers cruelly 
when I see myself immolated by the fear which the ladies 
de Grammont and three or four other intriguers of their 
party are able to excite. 55 

The prince was somewhat startled at the freedom of 
language which I used towards ladies in such credit at 
court: he begged me to moderate my feelings, and be 
less moved and excited. By this the prince de Soubise 
lost the esteem which I might have accorded him, and 
the second place in my counsels, which I might have 
given him. 

I told the duke, who came to see me the moment 
afterwards, of the failure of the prince’s attempt. He told 
me that he had not hoped for a better result. He went 
to the king, flattering himself with hopes of better suc- 
cess, but did not find him, 

The daughters of Louis XV. had united against me with 
a fury which nothing could justify. They were inces- 
santly talking scandal of my past life, as if there were 
only saints at court, as if they had no pranks of their 
own to reproach themselves with. All the chateau knew 
of their lovers, and there was living evidence of the 
tenderness of madame Adelaide : as for madame Louise 
she was an angel upon earth, and was the only one who 
did not join in the cry. against me. On the other hand, 
tlie king, whilst he had but little love for his dear daugh- 
ters, preserved towards them a complaisance and external 
appearance of kindness which was a substitute for pa- 
rental love. When inesdames royatcs cried out, he stopped 
his ears with his two hands, and seemed, whilst looking 
proudly at France, to say, (< Am not I a good father, 
and are not my daughters very happy, for I let them 
cry out with all their might ? w 

The next day the due d'Aiguillon went again to the 
king, and found him bewildered with family scenes and 
the murmurings of the Choiaeuls. When my ambassador 
had delivered . his message, the king asked him if he, as 
well as the prince de Soubise, had been set ttpon his 
haunches by me. 
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The duke, nothing* intimidated at this, old i hr king 
that far from having* wished that ho should he my im.es ■« 
prater, I had requested him nm to allude to the mattm, 
“Why, then, 15 said Louis XV, laughing*, "do y. »** um 
follow the advice of the eomtesse?*' 

“Because I entertain tt sincere attachment f»»r her, and 
that I am vexed to hear it said that, there ate pm^'im 
who lead your majesty. 55 

“Who are the insolents that hold such language ? w 
“They surround yon, sire. There is im rt feMiulr 
here but affirms that you tlnro not decide on the pwwtt' 
tation of the comtoRse. 0 

<( I alone am master, and will let them know it when 

the opportunity arrives; but the present oil U .<m 

fitting*. The comtesse knows how well I love her ; and 
if she will prove her friendship towards me, she will re- 
main quiet for some time.* 5 

The duko thought It best to be silent, ami came to 
me. After relating the conversation, he added, * Ho mu 
appear at all dejected; the king would not limit vbbi 
you lest ho should find you out of temper. \\7»r*» I v „n 
I should write to him; u word of muivo would ml Idm 
at ease, 55 

I approved this advice, and instantly penned the M< 
lowing loiter:—. 


ftcclunt~lM« > l l . 0llm0 th, ; L 3 ;° f l T ,, ' nJo9, y hm (ormeniwt «n mf 

bln nia ! t , T? 0f whteh 1 ,{hm ««MM mymlf m. 

t i oLC y ,! °" 1 vu *' <“« h«h. * mS 

think I nm the petted owe, etc." * 1 1 

A short time afterwards n page brmurht nm « 

wlth°dl^^°? f w ^j’ 1 ° ™l>y , ##^rin|pi* * 

with diamonds, and this short billots — 

y ° U nr ° my 1)01 * we ' « m} always ah, 

tranquillity, 1 lho |)m0 ' o 
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In the evening the king visited me. He was em- 
barrassed, but I set him at ease by showing him a 
laughing countenance, talking only of his present, which 
I had in my ears, and shaking my head about to keep 
the drops in motion, which sparkled with great brilliancy. 
He was pleased at this, and did not leave me all the 
evening. In the morning we were the best friends in 
the world. 

Some days elapsed, when comte Jean came to me, 
bringing two infamous articles which had appeared in 
the “ Nouvelles h la Main* and were directed against 
me. They were atrocious and deeply chagrined me: I 
placed them on the mantel-piece, where all who came 
in could see them. The due de Duras read them, and 
said, “Conceal these atrocities from the king.* 

“No,* was my reply, “I wish him to read them, that 
he may know how his affections are respected, and how 
the police of Paris are employed in doing their duty to 
the throne. * 

These last words annoyed M. de Duras, between whom 
and M. de Sartines there was a connection: the duke 
was indebted to the lieutenant-general of police for the 
special surveillance which he kept over a young girl of 
whom he, the due de Duras, was foolishly enamoured. 
Trembling for his dear friend M. de Sartines, he wrote 
to him in haste, but had not courage or talent enough to 
undertake the defence of the guilty person. 

The king came as usual; his general' station was at 
the chimney-piece, where he amused himself with look- 
ing at the baubles that ornamented it. The « Nouvelles 
k la Main * fell in his way. He read them once, then 
again; then, without uttering a word, threw them into 
the fire. I observed him, and saw that he was full of 
emotion which he sought to conceal, but the anger burst 
forth soon. The prince de Soubise, who supped with us 
that evening, asked the due de Duras if he had read the 
* Gazette de France .* 

“No,* was the reply; “I seldom read such nonsense.* 

“ And you are quite right,* said the king. “There is 
at present a most inconceivable mania for writing. What 
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is the iiso, I (isle you, gentlemen, of thin dHigja nf |t*<«tk* 
and pamphlets with which Frame is inumhowD They 
only contain the spirit of rebellion: the frenloni »<i vv<ii 
ing- ought not to bo given to every body, TIh iv *hn»iM 
be 'in a well-regulated slate seven or eight \vntrr.», mu 
more; and these under tins inspcvliim . of g.»v«- iiimntt 
Authors are the plague of France; y.m will m* whither 
they will load it. ” 

The Icing spoke tills with an aniimitrd air, and if a( 
this moment M. du In Vrillifere had vome to for a 
lettre de cachet against a writer, the king would not 
have refused it, 

Besides, M added the king, In a tour? of Imw uu$jvr, hut 
no less emphatically, “I see with pain that the police 
do not do their duty with regard to nil thrw fmligruiirw « 

«Yct,» said thu due tie I hires, «M. d* Snrtintm doe* 
wonders.” 


I will let 


(< Then why does he tolerate nuclt immlu ? 
him know my discontent.” 

1 Th ? ‘Im t1< ! ' v ‘ w mill kepi hi-i mi, mil 

clof.cc!, I ho king then, remmimg hi* K „l„i y , j„|, w | lhe 

vo goirtlomon oil thoir uccrot intrigues : ilin, ,:l„,,w|„ K 

" H, « IC,0nl> '- l,# '* >"« 
uvnl of the king of Denmark. 

« “* ”«■ "y«n «nd yo«r «m m,w ,i„ 

the office of master of ceremonies m hits /War mainly 
•I hope you win endeavor to aniuw him.” 

Yes, slre. M 

Wlmt you nnd °rt«ke is no joke. It fa rm ««» v 
matter to amuse a king,” ’ 

™ S " tratI > which I pitreiiivuil hi every 

1,0 m 11,0 °" e ta ■» -^srs 

mcnThoT-lt :: on lra ■»»«• 

excessively- yes yawned , ” oUomn,, » mnrnd mmi 
mode of roiJiJ I I ft „ y Qom t* n * 1 mw 

one. I »pTe g 0 £ Z Z la T"*' hul 11 *“ a *« 
resistance to the Jhrono* ,p, n,tlrt f e >' 1 f n *< Iu PwpeltuU 
stnntfy S p run „ (r °" 0, rh «J 1,10 Mo* wowimI, in. 

™>kl Btrlden, n ,„l dammed thB ^ wUh 
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gowns / thus he styled the parliaments. I confess, how- 
ever, that X only had recourse to the black gowns at the 
last extremity. Little did I think that at a later period 
I should league myself against them. On the one hand, 
the due d’Aiguillon hated them mortally, and on the 
other, the comte Jean, like a real Toulousian, would have 
carried them in his slippers; so that wavering between 
the admiration of the one and the hatred of the other, I 
knew not which to listen to, or which party to side 
with. But to return to present matters. 

The king was always thinking of the (< Nouvelles h la 
Main* and determined to avenge me as openly as I had 
been attacked. Two or three days afterwards he gave a 
supper, to which he invited the duchesse and comtesse 
de Grammont, madame de Forcalquier, the princesse de 
Marsan, the mardchale de Mirepoix, and the comtesses de 
Coigny and de Montbarrey. They were seated at table 
laughing and amusing themselves ; they talked of the pleas- 
ure of being to themselves , of having.no strangers; they 
pierced me with, a hundred thrusts; they triumphed 1 and 
yet the king was laughing in his sleeve. At a premeditated 
signal the due d’Aiguillon, one of the guests, asked his 
majesty if he had seen the comtesse du Barry that day. 
This terrible name, thrown suddenly into the midst of 
my enemies, had the effect of a thunder-clap. All the 
ladies looked at each other first and then at the king, 
and the due d’Aiguillon, preserving profound silence. 
His majesty then replied, that he had not had the hap- 
piness of visiting me that day, not having had one mo- 
ment’s leisure; then eulogized me at great length, and 
ended by saying to the duke, K If you see the comtesse 
before I do, be sure to say that I drank this glass of 
wine to her health.® 

The ladies did not anticipate this. The duchesse de 
Grammont particularly, in spite of long residence at 
court, turned pale to her very ears, and I believe but ■ 
for etiquette she would have fallen into a swoon. I learnt 
afterwards from the mardchale de Mirepoix, that the 
duchesse, on going home, gave herself up to a fit of 
rage, which did not terminate even on the following 



6a 


MEMOIRS OF JEANNE VAUBERNIER 


day. When the king related this occurrence to me, he 
was as proud of it as if he had done a most courageous 
deed 

But I have omitted a day which was of great impor- 
tance to me in its consequences. X mean the day which 
followed that on which I had complained to the due de 
Dtiras of M. the lieutenant of police. In the morning 
early my sister-in-law came into my room. 

<l Sister,” said she, {< comte Jean is here with M, de 
Sartines, who begs to pay his respects to you. Will you 
receive him?” 

W M. de .Sartines! Yes, let him come in; I will treat 
him as he deserves.” 

Comte jean then came in, preceded by the lieutenant 
of police: he wore a large peruke with white powder, and 
curled with the utmost care. Wigs were his mania, and he 
bad a room filled from floor to ceiling with these orna- 
ments. The due d’Ayen said, that he never should be in 
trouble about the council of state, for in case of need, it- 
might be found and replenished from the house of the 
lieutenant of police. Let us leave wigs and revert to 
M, de Sartines. 


He appeared before me with the air of Tartuffe, and, 
forgive the phrase, en vrai capon, 

<c Madame,” said he to me, “I have been informed that 
I am in disgrace with' you, and have come to inquire 
how I may extricate myself from this misfortune.” 

You ought to know, sir. Twice in one month have I 
been shamefully insulted; and yet the first intimation of 
such a thing ought to have put you on your guard.” 

M. de Sartines, whom my tone had much surprised, 

endeavored to justify himself, when comte Jean said 
to him. 


My dear lieutenant, of police, all you have said goes 
tor nothing. One thing is certain, and that is, that there 
s a deficiency of respect towards my sister-in-law. You 
my that is r .°t your fai;'.:; what proof do you give us 
this? What inquiries have you made i What meas- 

taken? Any.?. Why do you come to us if 
m.aidtour enemies?” . 



roMTisssi*: nr uakry 


6.1 

M. «h* Sui limns wuiilil fain have tMiwimcnl liinr.olf in 
hiii mvn dignity, 

M M, tin Iltmy," wtv\ im* ivj.Jy, “1 irmlm* an uv- 

totiul. »4 my \t, t)t<’ Ljitj;.” 

" Vr^y v . vll , >*>»', w I rrplti il , " 1 mi ! * l * * iimI MijijtiiMt ' that 
millin' v'*'M *»v i hi* t run jj » v»* mi 4 a n\ phuk** of 

ivuw” 

M, itp Sat'lHtni v.'a'j (Imihti i ;4s m k ; my holdm* h union, 
hihnl him At h is^th In u-ai‘1, 

" Mudunio, v*>m ovo ( (iij : i v with mr r.itihrlnoilv; I urn 

imtilw'ul »' * » 1 J * tl«I* It i-s tt*irh«>Pi to nay lliist 

l *< the kin ;*’ * 

n \ will Mo? poati-Piti if r ««m y.iit, mi', that hr known it all, 
um4 Mj rally dw-t nl< uu-d with yo« M 
l *»»»» h*'s» thr-n/' *mt>! M »b* S.«s | htP-'*. 

K ‘!.ontt sto? jnn twly,** irjdmJ jran; "tint you 

mn-.t »!'vn!" at mwe am! h*ir ror what j»4ity you will 
j*-m In y-otu uj'f* with sltry Will m.r yon ‘uiudilv; it 
Vm»i Mho tilt** lyj'ooir |«»«riy iimk |m y.«m>r?r Oiotw.' 1 

Aitrl *wMMP< i'iilj on- 1 lwi*>lhlgl», jfH'i'MmjiJlUUril with 

roiMj'JmwaaH M, t\r- Sniimr«* thnlaml that hn would range 
hiutii'i'U vim Sr r i*>ir hamuli Then I rfttendt'd to him my 
hand in >4 9¥*ron».' dial ion; Sip look it with reitJHH'l, 

and k tested &$ with j^dhinsiy, S‘jv to ihin time wr Slat! 
t,*MV*-»w4 with WSSiijj-t* *4 jrr«itiami wmt sdaudmg; Sail 
MOW nr wutrti om*r|Vfo>, Mid hegUM A mldemft P ill Ifoi'IM, 
h» She mamon *4 |rteVF«ti*tj; a rivurrsntvr of dm 
*411® naive roiUa^si again*! nip, A» a |w*4 i4 giRfml in- 
Imium M d*» Has'SiMPw Md imp she author *4 tlitt Iwu 
fiuisvh'^ *4 whteb ] mmjd<du*M! I In it wtreub, named 
win* i*«r two4vp hiiBiliyil ljvrr» |»r annum wro!« 
down aSS lhi> <m who dte|de».'s*H! lh*? due lie***? tlw UratliffioM. 
Thin }«4y had u«* tear t»f doing aSS thus W4« wwmnsary lo 
rnntsuiw pvnsry s4:«t.«'Sp U* sSw jjiihSh^iii-un **4 snrh infawins.. 

After Jk9 dr had given m all Jhn deiads whirh 

w$ »k#u'r4„ 45t4 after ! bar! j*rpmi!»d to rretmede him to 
hi.n rnss^ter* Ste warns ft way delighlnd with having .nncit mp 
tup, mf Ifiend* is b necr*«ary Sr» h® Si a nilwomr 
m \ mm., stuns b »y, I wm A ?*s m % Inve a Sievii^nniu 
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Tho Motiv u,i rr Tu« -tJlr** 

-Madame rte ** h 

Joan. 

t „at very «w*K »«' li '* 1 « ' ‘ 

M mild to him, 

« Sire, I luive w»l« * 

Barlines." 

« What! 1ms he been *« "»** <»kh*U 
“Something like it: bm be «*• 

pttblo than I thought. lie h* 1 * t 
tutlon of my peramml enemy. # 

« You cannot have one »* 
lieutenant of police would hav» 
named her to you." . . . 

“Thanks to hint, however, I <4w5 *w«w *»*■•»* * 

ought to mistrust. I know *»W wb«* ** »b« *«*?#**« *•* !5,:v * y 
two scurrilou# paragraph*,* 

« Some scamp, no doubts warn « 

« A monsieur Ledoux** 

«Ah, l know the fellow, Ilia M «*» 

reached mo. It must be *(ap|H>d l*»i * 

So saying, Louis XV, w#»t J«:» the ttbirwM 5 *'. i^slUdl 
the bell-rope with m much l&** «»« t*> *«»<«« 

answered it at once. 

“Send for the duo do la VfilMfef*} tf M to *>•♦* «***•*' 


i ;»0'4 !:.»«! <'■ tft i.SL 

M .In 

:• sh 4 ft V 41 

> * 

ijJtiV ill 5*' 8>« $**<■• 

I. b-b- »■ Mi?. 

yud.tfd «■- Bi« 

ft- •!)■".' 1 ■■■■&• 

V’iisH J, 

5Ct,.C ; S5tr- 

»s- ,! i 



bly attired lot him come In hi# nlgbl-'jtttwtt,, &»>« trutU#? *»■* 

that ho appear quickly,® 

On hearing an order given m tbla mmm* * 
might have supposed the king «rt*y» *#d we* m 

..imprisoning a miserable llWIer, I Is# t#M* 

favor, but Louia XV,, delightil. m m ttpfuanwttWy «4 
playing the king at a small oMt* Haiti mm Uhm M « *k» 
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jhthoh'h business!, anti hn would be, dictated to by no one. 

I mv.i silent, reserving myself until another opportunity 
when I could undertake the defence of tho poor devil. 

The due do la Vrilliom arrived, not in a dressing* 
y;o\vn, an tho king bud authorised, but in muguitieent, 
mutuum. 11 o piipud himself on his expenditure, mid 
ulwayit appeared superbly attired, nltlio the r.plemlor of 
bifi apparel oml'l noi rniiir.il tin; meanness of bin look. 
Ho \v«* tho olded htun iiu j' of mate, and certainly was 
tbo lemd. skilful, least esteemed, least considered, Homo 
tin jo idler Ida death m*u»m ouo Mid of him in the prein 
t-neo of tho duo d*A\vn, that ho lmd been an unfor- 
tunate man, for he hud born nil bin life the butt of 
publio hatred and tmivwrtfiri contempt. * Rather «ty, M 
replied the duke, w that: he law been u fortunate mint; 
for if pediio had l*ren rendered to him according to bin 
de?*e«Pi, he v.otdd have been hung at leant H dornt lh»U%* 
The due il‘Ayrn wm right; M. de lu Vrdlifcre wan a 
brazen bard rogue; U complete thief, without dignity, 
eharueter, or heart. Hht cupidity wan fommllm: the 
hittrx ,/e ro.oW eurunntrd front hia oilier, and he eurried 
Mit an pxrvr aide trade in them. H any person wished to 
g,?t, rid of a father, brother, or hunbuod, they only hmt 
to apply to M. de la VnWhe, He mh\ Hut kiug'ft wig- 
nature to all who paid ready uiosey for it. Thin limn 
inspired use with mi invincible horror and repugnance. 
For Ida past, 1 Wrt* liot disgusting, he cunlenled him* 
iMr If with hating me; he wan animated against me by hl« 
obi and avarldouft miMra**, madam© ale Uungcac, alias 
Hohntin, Uungfow could not endure me. Shu felt that 
it w«« to be the miairew of Urmia XV. limn that 

r ,f th«i prtit fa rVntfnVY, for m her lover wm exiled at 
ernarb l kmnv that *h«? was no friend of mine, and that 
her lover sided wdls the Clwlwniki against me; and wa« 
mwequentiy the mtm delighted to the liule «taun- 
are) m\m to receive the wider for avenging me. He 
entered with aw air r»f eml*arr»Mmenl; and whilst he 
made in© n stednto U»w wa to the king, this latter, in a 
brief eevere tone, ordered him to **nd the stem* .Uedcnus 
to Saint Lmm forthwith. He departed without reply, 
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and half mi hour afterwards ivtunn >), t<* uv lUA t? yum 
clone, The king- then Haiti to hiiu, 

“Do you know thin Imly ? M 

“No, sire/ 

“Well, I desire you Immrforward ?m h rir *tu> ^<*'4 
consideration fur her mm my I»»m Du-nd, *vh.w.v«-s- 
wishes to prove his seal for me, will h- •«<»:■ ( u»l t-fcr«mii 
her/ 


Tho king then invited him to »»)* iviili sis, ,m>« | , :m $ 
sure that during 1 the whole reprint 1 w f «: tin* hiu-ttni 
morsel ho hud to digest'. 

Some days afterwards f made vush 0 j .<• «• 

aon much mom important than tin Imtr- dub*, and *h<*< 
lined to play a great pan in the hungry ..if |-V«Miv<r. I 
mean M, do Maupeou, the late elmm-».dh»r, io* U>r* 
disgrace, would not resign hiw rlmirge M 
possessed one of those, firm ami ten {<?rn»r min*U t ivhsrh, 
in spite of all obstacles, change ih« „jf 
Ardent, yet cool; hold, hut relleetnT; «hr « Stwmra of 
tho populace did not astonish, «.»r did any 
arrest him. Ho wont on in tho direct path wHMn hi«? 
will chalked out. Quitting the rmigtaum'y, \ w tm 

most Implacablo enemy, nnd after ». ifcadtv he 

enmo off conqueror. Ho fell that she h*i **. 

rived for freeing royalty from Utcr ctioin^ whieh u h,A 
imposed on itself. It was ttacewAry, iw ha.« «,«(<! y,. me 
a hundred times, for tho kings of Fr»m» m r m* 1, 
have a popular power on which they mmhi r *dv U* 
overturning of the feudal power. Thl* power 

vTTT h0 i hiffh nm ^traey; b ‘d »lne* the r« 

Alt! tho mission of the parliament* had $ 
nobility was reduced, and they became m bm 
than the enemy whom they had aided in 

Jloforo fifty years/ pursued ML dig Mi 

tliing b S WOth "* in Prtnce » tml parliament® 

fll)Cllker ' ev ™ ehujaem, M 
possessed qualities which made the «m 

SUCCOBfiful. llo W „ Convinced ,h,l * 

Prloe, and that It la only to 


Us*” 

fipy f«s»8oS 

lisbuf'd, %hi* 
lisisuM** 
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they are purvlmsulde.'*' An brave |unsnmdly an ft mttrdcl: 
«tt' Kiiiuee, his enemies (urn! he had many) nulled him 
(•name jtiitl quui relumne man, Hated hy all, ho deapis 
mm »n a ami pried at, them individnully; but lit 

sen-able t«» iti*- i liuima nf mir sex, Ini only thought of 
hy Mf'.ik ., and an a me, ami of relaxation. This ia M, 
Maujieon, painted o» tlm life. An for inn pc, mm, y 
know it a** well an 1 do, i have no need to tell yt 
that h«* wan little, u>jly ( and hits complexion wan yello 
hordes iiij* open giem, It, mnnl la* owned, however, tl 
Ida faee, (nil »d thought, and intelligence, fully eo 
for all the I'r'al, 

You know how, an iivnl preMident of the parliament 
IhtiM, la- iane»:ede*l ho* lather im vieea*lmm:ellor. At t 
rredgoutom »»* the timin' M, de hmnoignou.f the el< 
Xianpeou »ei riV'-d hit letteiM of nomination, and an w 
;m they v,v!w- n-gbur-ied, he senigued in favor of Ids hi 
T im I'bnint-uN h.eS allowed the hitter to he nomhmh 
rely mg on jimbng hum a ereatme, I soon saw that I 

C'hoiwrdn weir* mi!»! a 

It w.e> in thr- month of th tuber, Hint IlenrietUh ftlwi 
my Saveiim, » 4i#Hr e-i me with an air of unusual mystic 
to nay, fh'A n Id -.n Ik and ugly gentleman wished to i 
me, that on she mood reply that 1 \vm not visible, he 1 
win, at she iwmie time, a vmitimmly wsn 
note I s*»*4i h, *«|:wMpd, and read the*n words; *— 

t#”f %x> * -vil* *4 wie-hs* fa U»ve the luutnr rtf j*r«*«nl 

g;* urns)*™' eiiwi j»««t**»gw !*t mwiaw** In Awn** 1 **** tin Hurry.* 


- l.*t him r«mn m, w i swdd to Henrietta. 

* I wdl b*y a wager, madame, that ho conuui to 

js-mop f a e#*!? * 

* I replied l, * that lift h mow frequently the 

&<:*be:St«“4 tb»#i She tM.dicilnf. 

wests Jtmi. and in n few mbmies led In, thro’ 
the wri*l«ra which communicated with my apart- 
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meat, his highness monseigneur Hem'S NMam riuilsN 
Aiigustin do Maupeou, chevalier and (dmnndbr id Framr* 
As soon ns ho entered l conceived a go.nl Mpiuimt »*t hum, 

■ ftltho* I had only seen him walk. His Mrp was firm mui 
assured, like tlmt of ft mim confident in dm m( 

his own talents. 

<{ Madame la comlosse du Hurry," Im Mid, * would luve 
a right to complain of me, if l did m«i and !.» y 

my person at her feet, I had Urn mme t»* 

express to her my devotion, m I feared *tm had Iwn 
projudicod against me." 

"How, monseignour ? M 

"The gate by which I entered the ministry * 

"Is not agreeable to me, ns being that of my tfrumiU™, 
but I feel assured that you will im »i<fo wdh then! 
against mo." 

"Certainly not, mndame; it [« my wish t«» give* y m » 
pleasure in every thing, and I flutter mymdf I may m*»m 
your friendship," 


After many other eomplhuentfl, the CliMitcrlltir mM 
me, with much familiarity, when my prewmtatbn w«.« u» 
take place, and why it had not yet occurred, l rtndtrd 
that the delay arose from the IntrigUM of Omtwml, «»d 
the king shrunk from the discontent of « handful M 
courtiers. 

"I am sorry for it,» said M. do Muupuous -In lb* Am 
place, mnclamo, because of the inianMt I in « nM juitt 
also because for ld« majesty, it would bo a mmL ,4 
striking terror into the opposing parly, You kwm 

h °i W T!° ylng wo to all pmr trimvU 

S* with what bitterness those of Hrmagn* Ld 

this moment, are pursuing the due d'AfeuillQii.- 

Do you think, I replied with emotion, Hlmi mattm 
are unfavorable towards him ? » 

" Ah ^ I ^vlll b a!d 1 M mm t !* warm,y wpportod.- 

* “• ^sssres; s 
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Wi> •(iiitinunl ;;m»oo time to talk of parliament* ami 
parliament men. t)it*u we agreed that M. do Muupeou 
nh« »uli1 nee me mruiii, accompanied hy iho due d’AiRuil- 
|t»n 4 win » till* til 111 have the credit of pvciicutiiiR him, ami 
In* h it mi' with ii'i mmh mytUeiy a* Im hml entered. 

Wlu'n t)i«* king l iinii 1 l*» wee im*, l naid to him, w I 
have mmh* a* .{tmiMiim'tf with yum* chancellor; Im ia a 
vriy ummldr ninii, ami I hope that Im will not conduct 
himself improperly towards nii', w 
** iliil y..a nn- him /” 

M Ur »r, idle, ami Rut a jdiort. time Htm'i\ w 
w He vault' thru to visit you » H 

* Vn», in person, that ha might obtain (hit favor of be- 
ing permitted to pay Ids Court to me.** 

w Kr.tUy what you toll mo mans perfectly muu'omitt* 
able, Ho lorn Un it burnt from thr ham!* of llm Choi- 
Motil«? It ia utmunng IV w*r (‘hoisrul, when soliciting for 
M.mpeon, hr- um<d t K-jm si-l* H y deceived him»mlf. M 

”Al leant, who, you mn»d. own that ho hit* given you 
no fWd, w 

“True Tin* vlmrirollor is n mart full of talents, nml 
l do not doubt Rut that Im will rmimv to my crown that 
power which v isa utmuaitiDs Imvtj deprived it of. How- 
ever, if you mm him familiarly, advise him not to per- 
fttnuta me to extreme nmamircs, i wish all should work 
for the Rent, without violent rmirses and without painful 
struggles w 

Those last words proved to me the natural timidity of 
the king* 

*1 knew very well, 61 added the king, * that Mnupemi 
would not prove it. man for Urn Chmwuk. The main 
point is, that he should Xm mine, and t ant content** 
Louis XV. w then satisfied with the dtfuicw1tor ( hut 
he was licit usually m with the c»mi« jean. 

68 1 da mi JBm,* »id he to me, 18 your Du Barry 



CHAPTKK IX 

Tho Irjug of Denmark-™ The vtnirl^MU4 k! Aw Ap rM- 

smil mid tho bishop of OrltMiw "■••< Winy ?4 «w m«« *4 

Dounmrlt III h vlwit u» nmdamo »h» Many '•••• •“’Us® «<K tan# 

Poland,” a Mllro— LeM«r of tho tin. d'Algoi!*..?* *..< v*di*i*w 
Tho duclioHHo do Gnuninout H*yr4ifliHl*^Uop8d»H^w!l ta<»< *rf Wt* 
Inlro'B. 


F rom this moment, and in spile of all Omt wmlv |r^« 
could H«y against it, a new comuMtllur w«.» 
to my confidence. He wan Urn rltuti^h-x Th» 
due d'Aiguillon and ho worn on very gi»»! B*rm\ ami 
thoso two, with tlio nbhd Tcray, of wlmm | *hnh 
to you presently, formed a trittmvivM*. which pj^rutcA 
Franco from tho disgrace of M. do OmiMnit u* thv 
of the king. But before 1 enter tiptm n (fatafl »*t ih<;*w 
politics, of which you will find that f mww< 

thing, allow me to continue Urn Malory of my iwmmgrn 
tion, and also to give some account of Ctirfaifan VII 
You know that hl» Danish majesty was «Mc«e4 nrintt 
anything but pleiuuro by the king of Fmm 
curiosity by the rest of the nation. Mem mm 
wore impatient to see a king, under twenty fern 
who waa traversing Europe with ft design of'n tb 
atruction, Married to a lovely woman, CmUnn 


1 ,w 0, \ the inaUmt * '^bout •«■* 

this separation would prove fatal to both. At 
real character of this prince waa not known, t 

■St”£« ot hl * f"“ nt '-y «-« spread *b rew l 

tlie courtesans of note in the dlv 

!l'ln P ! 0 l 80 ,^ ra ’ 6 "° h h ° 1>intr 10 8UnK!t 
dip into hia strong box. M. d© 

evoning, the king and myoolf. 

of those ladioB. Some were 
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majtmly, oilmen were to await him at tin* burner, aiul 
two of tlm iiumt. renowned, mrsiloiitnisallaa Orudt and 
l.aprairie had their portraits painted, In kuiu! to the 
young mntmivh mm Hoim art Ins should arrive. 

Plumlian VU, entered Path Utu latter end of the month 
of UrtMla i, tyt«M, MM. dc Utmm romplimented him in 
Urn laugh name, and informed him that they were 
charged with the oftim of receiving Di*t eonmmmhi during 
hh rr ! idrnee in I'm in. The interview of the king and 
the ilhiMnnuu M ranger took plate at, Verjiadh-H. t'hriatian 
VU, tame thither io the Muteamriage, and vvaneondtjeted 
hy the due de into the apartment of the dauphin, 

where he remained until lamia XV, was prepared to v«- 
reive him I had heard much discussion nViMiit thin vecep* 
that, is wan ivaid, that, make a distinction between the. 
M.ver. h-u id a petty Mate Mini that of the superb king- 
than of I'nuiM-, it wan requisite that the former should 
await fos time the audience whieh the latter »e« 

eor«!*'d, 1 am mho that when the peace with Frederick 

wan agitated, the fovr *d" fonth XV, w»« not more grave 
and thati during thin puerile dehate about etiquette, 

The due de Phoiweul, who had the coiiind of foreign 
unfair*, n'so» in the apartment to receive his Danish lino 
|eivty, with his* evdh- agues, the tine de Ptvndm, the entitle 
de Saint ■ Fforrnt in pvh*»m I have railed hy anticipation 
dsn do la YsidHeteh M, Ih:rita, M, Menem d'luvuu, emp 
|odh-'t' »d the hoam.'C» 4 Mild M, de JaretOe, hhtinp «d Ur-- 
Iran* an.d mm «*! ihw mmMry. He kept hlumdf jemimvlml 
hi the bmk ground, as llm* fftuii humility. The due de 
Phobic sd ramie up to Sum, »nd said, with a smile, 
w MonMdjjnenr, wind brings yon In contact with n 


he met sc ? 

* watch for the (tminnul of 
•> Urn wliwt wdl yon do If it bsnmm© umn«®a.ry to leech 
him his. i 'Vfiht* 

d© e.ro|erat<m3 the joke, mid was the Aral to 
conduct. replying to the 
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Tho king 1 of Denmark wan ewi^rwitilaM Uv ihx dm* 
de Cholaoul, who discharged Huh dmy MMU . h 

guco as wit, Afterwards .M. Itaigrjingrft, <4 Uu* 

ceremonies, having announced Umi I,„m* XV ««» V :, t ». v 
the king* of Denmark, preceded by hi* K rm5rm,n «U 
1'ionci ministers and lords, went U» Urn km#'* 
in which two arm-chair* precisely nlfa were P t n ^r4 
bu h» majesty of Denmark positively rrl,. w | V. »* 

hhme f n H ° °? t0WU ^ am.l 

himself on moing a monarch, whew renown fiUnl »•*>«,■ 

sms & y^i — 

nmlnhlHly, Our king, speaking u, him, mZIZm 
enough to bo your fiulwr»i la whnh hr rri.timt "All 
my conduct towards you shall he U w i „f „ »' , 

towtewUuh XV WOi * n,l , ,l 1 " w ">» 

i Donl ; «n 0 with hu I, 

to mS “nnd r M *, Pf*««hnwii ( * s ,,„l hr 

n od # 1 nn<1 1 8houW 110 ««ry if ho I«(I , I, 

TSXt v £ Si! m Tr ,f 
o^T'Sl’T', Th# convo ™' ti ™ s 

out being able to Zi ‘tTpoTlS W ‘"" 

1dm and his brothers { ***N rowtkm 

Immediate attention to tlio hfn^W’DUmLr^f ! 1 ^^ mf 
tho same evening with hm,i« vv . 11 * « ! PH 

•nd twenty ladles o (tho ? * UWr mt, < *»f 
those most celebrated or Z „ fmm *«««» 
tbolr wit. Aa hla Danish m i' nl-ms af P«»omi or 
with madams do Plaracourt tlZ ti "** * rB '* U J r * Ir »«* 

0 «TlVZ ymlBhtbolnh,8 ’°Pl»l(>n IIK " n ‘ Mm h>W 
WM thB ™piy.' 
f br ? thMI sl '° !• fifty." 7 

t »m m ZZuZZ 0 *} • court* 

of tfcisojowh of ChrUtiimAflr % m *"» 
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writing the jt.mrnul of tin • i prime 1ml »*f inywdf. The 
king one shty mtid to me, 

« My toother of hmmink Imn ex prettied to Uu* due de 
i hu'itn u g rent i lowin’ to pity hits i* ■■•p'MH to you, ii you 
will M'eede M hht wiidms. 1 leave yon entirely nuveivign 
mhdreMw of younmlf, t»* »l without fc«*»nr fear however that 
lh« young king will M**»l uwuv your heart I t om mo. M 

•» All* wire,” 1 replied, “that i« ntt uujm.1 MMpidnn; l 
nhtmM he angry nhmd U If it were not u juke, and 
would refuse tu «>e the king: «f Denmark tlitl I not, 
know how fully you wm tt».«nr#i.l of my attnehment to 
you M 

« I Mmuld md \m *■» jealous, madam#, if 1 tlitl imi net. 
m Hindi value on it, 8 ’ w«,s the reply of Urn king', m he 
kissed my hand 

The tittv de Dwra* tame Um next day to inform um of 
the request of hi* new king. It wm agreed, in on In* to 
krep the infervipw »***»rl, that 1 fthmdd rmdv# him at 
my own man»ion t»» the Kim tin la Juwwmm, Hint that he 
nhtmhl enm« tlmr# without mule, ami with the Rtriidcnl 
(nmgttih* At the day *wl hour agreed Im entered my 
house, escorting two Mi'angrt* of admirable preseuee. 
Uttp wrta the king of Dt-nmftnrk, under tlm name of vomle 
dp aurl the ttthpr » mddemuu of hits Mdte. fluintjun 

VII, appeared to tn» a very handsome man. Me had 
large and »mg«U*5y ryr*i too mmh **% jmr- 

hap« 4 for their ImlSramy was not *4 g*«mt augury ; ami I 
wa,« not »mprs»#d at hearing wnlwmijimiilly that hits reason 
had abandoned him. Msbo’ he and vxvtivA In* 

wit twmd j*erlf*HMly during rmr r«nveir&aimu, in whirls he 
displayed the great#®* gallantry. 1 eoidd nut repnwiidt 
him with on# sintfW #i^ir#!fcawn that was obfertlunable, 
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We did not talk of mysudf only: (Mumtian VU. 
of Paris with enthusiasm. "It is lli« *npit,d »d Urn 


world,* ho remarked, "and our sinu'H art' las? the 
provinces.” He sought out our most ivMualn! 
and literati \ and was particularly delighted with d\\h no 
herfc, Diderot, la llurpc, ami M. the eomit? d«' 1 UsU**h, 
Ho greatly regretted that Voltaire was mu in l’arK and 
expressed his great desire to hcu at Ferney the- grrwt. 
genius (as ho termed him) who imUrm ted and amn*.r,t 
the world. Ho appeared weary of the whuh writ*' 
given, and especially with the dwtdlydively r<»«t)Muy ».f 
the two Duma. It was enough to bill yon to have only 
one of them, and you may imagine Urn torture of bring 
bored with both. The duke had promiwd Uni in XV to 
bo as amusing as possible too! After a cmverwrimu of 
three hours, which his majesty (of emir**) Mid had «jr 
peered but of a moment, he left me delighted wish \m 
person, wit, and manners. 

When Louis XV. saw me, he imputed my ..pinion ,,i 
his Danish nutjesty. 

"Ho is,” I replied, "a well-educated king, nud that 
they say is a rarity.” 


•’• A ’ uc > i said Louis XV,, “there arts m .many 
who are interested in our ignorance, that it h « ml ray U 
if wo escape out of their hands ns reasonable betogv * 

I wont on to tell the king our converMtUnn, 

“Ah,” cried ho, "hero is one yrho will imrimw Hi# 
vanity of the literary tribe: they want it, wrufyily, AH 
theso wits are our natural born emmtieu; « w | do n h, them, 
selves above ua; and the more we honor them, t|t« 
greater right do they assume to cotumre and despi«e n#,* 
Tills was the usual burden of hit. song: he hated m*„ 
of learning, Voltaire eapecinUy was his deiMtaUtm, .... 
account of the immsrmu epigrams which this gram man 
h«c wn ton against him, and Voltaire had jit 

Ate c ° jS 110 ? , !I', h " S " intr “ U Cmr A to 
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hati-jp f, c 5 #si5tf*s. H?u« Mfer ?•-« 34 »le Yirftniyr, *it»S 

jsjiiV 8 40 MffluJ** htci***-«e-n )’km ' • 
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mf wm>&* &.** #$««&**» %» r«*» w*«*f 'i**'*** «<* *»* l*» T 0,if! * r 
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decent way, a lovely female, whom yon wnohl «*!m« w* \( 
you had the happiness to know liar. Is U fm Him j«*nn >4 Use hw-nr 
of Unbridle to carry desolation Into the kingdom of ii«» i 

«Yotir correspondent,)! use you ill by leaving you in iiui 

this young pormm Ims Immense favor bore; Owl we Htp at hot 
foot; that sho Is all powerful, and her angrr h to t«* ttlrt?iy 
avoided. Sho Is the more lo be pmpillaleil, w.« ytsalertW. in 
of a cortnin person whom your vernes bail greatly IrriuM. .sb*» (,*4 
up your dofoneo with ns much grace iw gentm:«ily. Yon **«>„ oi P< 
that you ought not to bo on bud terms with bur. 

«My undo allows mo to hum. «« «<uo of the |nii(*f*t! 4 vim y,.,, »■ WA 
your scraps, which arc tUiliolmw Umin to »>«, I (w t ti w „ u *5^ 
Incly J» question, wlto takes great delight in iwWisg, «* 
othors rcclto, your versos, and idle h-gs you will mim! hm a 

proof of your repentance. Under these »-|retiuvftUms*M», Jf ymtr twl 
Icoso disposition urges you m to war. we hop*. More p» { 

It, that you will loyally and frankly del late It. 

«In conclusion, bo assured that I dmll defeml you jo my 
and am for life, rt*,» 


Whilst wo worn nwnltlng' VoltnlreVt reply, I <bm<uin?A 
to nvoiigo myself on tho dudiemm tie Ornimmmt, wlm b«d 
encouraged him In 1,1 b attack j ami thu« did { ihU 
lady. I emuided that she did not know tho wrttjrm of 
his Danish majesty, I wrote tho fallowing letter ki \w:-^ 


conform/ m ^ D ^ C,,IW f 1 llnv « to |hto time 

not hi nlu n l ,, 1 my nftnmi 11 w «"» <* dime wfcfcl* 

not bo found at tho bottom of a decUratkm of )*«.” 


h \^° of n11 hor penetration, the 
niont did not perceive, In the emphatic 
that It was a trick. Her mIMovo m 
a woman of more than forty could \m 
not yot twenty. She totally went 
madamo do Vllletol’s dressed in blue, 
head-dress. She was placed nest to 
Christian VII, addressed her in mart 
not one word of lovo. 

looked « t u i'r so u,at th ° 

looked at him with oyos of 


Orsivk 
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(tt auuv i mu I him hy ail mtuum (slut could tU> 

viwf, hue. Mm MU'iuitf'h ihtj nm uiuU*rMniHt Ju 4 i‘. Tim 

lUtflu ■*“••** ihfU mhUrs?>t "4 a M-w v.-Mi«hi, wlitth } 4 »fc ht»jti *4 
\v*mM h '-»4 5 *- i%n r * j 4 ‘«m*»U»<h, lrnl, M* hr» tin may, his 
ma.jrfiiy 4 nJ ii"S ayj'rm l*t umVraUml hr>\ MWliiiim tin 
( . JlrtSStUUOSS Waft H»S 3 imf-n Ml (lain rtHaiS’. Tim * 1 m»‘ ♦l‘A 4 ;illl|tin ) 
whit wu* % h***” |-i hr- s, Hunt itSJ, hm »|4 fill, mut irlulftl 
jm*'lu-iU' 4 »a Cm mm “I' la*- t«m*m 4 >»y 1 (^hl tfw khi£ t>f my 
lrn:fe titul M» »m vrpu Hr* r -«•>« rtsfcivrly, unit llu*u 

*>.»;« *M*- « I **¥*•; h*t a*. «tl * him !l.iw«S» ttntjmily, 

* HI mw* «h*' ? " f.s!)V- «•* |4v * I »?M n-‘l ?--«yu hi** 

lialnr - i 1 h*\r- »u4 s 4 haw •R^mulmr. *1' Is*- vmiicy *»JT 
Ihn list*- ! s»-»w 4-. Sun *> m'N-ssr $ .»?*,»*• 4 ,<4§ fUr> Si'tu SShm^a 

s4 |!4« !S* 3'ivMv h Uw W’'||»r h-s hr- S' at *h*' »U>t Util 

fem«rrjl * 

| *!(«? »'-5, h--.wr ‘v r 'i. |osn48 iny arVru&r hi CM« A Rr?.-> 

Mint tea •n.jiifffU 1 '- 8v,m4, W(i» ttiihU** »ri| Su mV |w k- 

tr»« ris'-mv 1 ' 1 'U Hus •;th« w : a» tiUaK . *if mr 4 I hat hm\ 

fttig »»?•<-; s» in|f_, c»if»4 ?. s i. % « 1 iSh-4, I Ira* »(r ,,l 8 Ifo'Mt M. til* 

w hn-j BtSCfS ms* 4 i k jjj.aVr ; (wm *4 all, 

|h*i 8 l»r 4 h'<w?» *»hr' P;.a 4 im *?«-•!«• -t'C | hr* jaUCWf I*! 

|h*i«ni» 4w.>»> tr.j«|»4V »„ ■»?¥«? JW.* a CrsnvUSa’l^'-M 8 m s*5t Slwract tt« 

W fttr U""V**U ##*ypej 8 h* M 4 ».< SaifMur*;; wlw 

jg*fc « «*•»« h A BufM I'M |!»d W?V"tw jiSSfiSSr It , l ha 8 (hr 
liHSi-hwassif « -ms 54 -ttdff'ftw aC 8 fss 8 h. 

YhilSailSitf. i «4 8 fs« S 5 lKcaS* 4 i« 8 B «' 4 f»« 35*4 1 ) 5 kW' 0 fS JT[j< 5 yj 
j$:» \ i;ii«iiay hv* 5 Ch-»8 f-m# w }',1 #s->*8 t><- 8*» #r.a*l hta 

Inputs?, 1 5?:a»'S.n<8 #8»rt ft'l fhtg f>*u ■ 


w M •.<■«*» *>i » *,«• «»< » .. i « /KM iff 1* | 

#^jSa Ism 8 ..&J» «n<4 #%*«•» S «Swr»-.r»t « «w.s*Wjg* !A 

I" Si-tiawS I*-.*?.* 8 «=i &.»-i is-g ft}**** S 8 sm$ SlfeS? 

tafefe, s«a *88 I thmm mttif tv* 

fo« ®«® 8 j***if®* *s 3 ! i •?!?•-» »*®.. 8 ml spjjfliwwjgK# te slaSBiS ia 

«'$»*’! 8 4 NW|^ W 8 * l.y» 4 s*s$ *8 8 S% 4 »« 

ISJHMt fciif 'k>-« " 88 *?fe®st«is W»*. *»!>«*(*?»** £# ifei> .. 8 i »5 £1 iil (*»8 

«s liNi * «£»*!% a* l*» iwt’l® wp fes*. -e«i fite! » 

g<nes8 f*S#3i<3sjg; 38 b® BllylSJ-Wl’ **%**%» 

I 3 &«b 8 !«! tMfea- *tWt Tfe® 
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onough loft to tlofoiul myself with. It In on yon, mmisfem In dm. 4 
that I roly; do not refuse to lie the advocate of flu unfniinsmlo man 
unjustly accused, Condescend to say to tills young lady. that 1 have 
boon before embroiled with nmdamo do Pompadimr, for wlmm I 
profossod the highest esteem; loll her, that at dm piwut day im* 
pcdally, the favorite of Ciowir Is sue red for me; tlim my h™»l ««■■» 
pon ftto hors, and that I only aspire to live and din under h*r l^mser. 

«As to tho scraps you ask for, I huvo nut at lhh< uimm-nt any 
suitable. Only tho best viands are served up nt llm table oi dm 
goddesses. If I luul any I would present them l*« Urn |*n «..-»» of 
whom you spook to mo. Assure her, Hint one day the gmoo-ji »»*•<•■ i» 
of my vorses will, bo to Imvo Ihcmi recited by her Hpo; wad 
her, until sho bestows immortality on mo, to permit mis to proaumi** 
myself at her beautiful foot. 

«I will not conclude my letter, monsieur In due, without iHnukiuit 
you a thousand times for tho advice you have given rim, This joW 
of your kindness will, If possible augment the slneero «u«elmtu»d I 
bear to you. I salute you with profound re«|*ect. M 

As it is bold to hold the pen after having trnimmlwil 
anything o£ M. do Voltaire's, I leave oil’ here for to day. 
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M. do la Vauguyon had bouko enough t<> perceive Mm 
embarrassment of my situation, and saw that before I 
could think o£ others I must think of myself. IIaviuk 
taken “sweet counsel » with the powerful hernia of hfn 
company, he freely gave mo all his jnlltumra with the 
king'. 

Fortune sent mo an auxiliary not Ions Influential than 
these two gentlemen; I moan the mar&dml duo do 
Richelieu. In the month of January, « i(% ho raturmn'l 
from hia government of Guionnu to outer on uervivr, 
Ho had much credit with Urn king, and lUU (would 
you believe it?) rosultod from his reputation m a man 
of intrigue. Ho told the king every thing that cam* 
Into bia head; ho told him one day, that the ChoimntlM 
boasted that ho, tho king of Frame, never dared Intro 
duco his mistress into the state apartments at Wrwdlta 

(< Yos, ,) added tho duke, "they boast so loudly, time 
nothing else is talked of in tin* province; ami ni Bor- 
deaux, for instance, there is one merchant who, on th« 
strength of tho enemies of the emnteMO, Irna mads a 
bet that she will never be presented. M 

“And why do you not imprison these pennons}* in 
(pdrod tl\p king, angrily. 

“Because, slro, It appears to me injustice to punish 
tho echo of tho fooleries of Paris. M 

“I will conduct myself aa regards the proMnlation of 
madamo clu Barry in tho manner which I think tat. 
But Is it not an Inconceivable contrariety, that one parly 
should wish it with tho utmost desire, and another plow 
every obstacle In the way? In truth, I am very unfor- 
tunate, and a cruel tyranny is exercised over me.® 

Tho due do Richelieu, not wishing to apponr as am of 
the tyrants of the king, gave a different turn to the con- 
versation. 

My presentation was, however, n matter of Artfc»rsi« 
importance to mo and to my partisans, and th« duo dn 
1| Yrllllbro was gained over to my tide, by making him 
Move that tho king would yield, to my delta, and that 
to. I should remember all those who opposed my ©leva, 
v /rhA A** d'Aiguilloh aid drew over to my party 
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« Oh,® said tho king, laughing-, "this i*nni«lnn«nl w.« ttld 
not ho one for M. Muupcou: justice ought, la It*' blind: 
and as for you, M. do Richelieu, you have your /Wi*« 


loft. » 

« Which ho lma nobly gained,** I replied, "by lighting 
against your majesty's enemies, imd of which ho Mill 
continues worthy, by now defending mo from my 

« This rebellion,” said the king, ‘‘cannot bun, mu I l 
see myself compelled to hold n Hi t/r jmtitf (a judicial 
sitting or hod),” 

"And I swear to you, that l will receive nolnaly into 
mine until I lmvo been presented. w 

This sally amused the king, who Mid, w Well, sdw't* it 
must he bo, you shall ho presented. 11 

At this I leaped on tho king's neck, giving n cry which 
might lmvo boon heard by my rivals. After that, l ad 
vancod to tho two gentlemen who had advocated my emnw 
so woll, extending a hand to each, which they took ami 
kissed with great gallantry. 

Louis XV. became thoughtful, and continued to mutter 
between his teeth, “I wash my hands of it — they will 
cry out, they will clamor, but it must lw no," I 
tho feelings of tho king, and took cave not to allow hint 
to go away in this state. Whilst l sought to comjw 
him by my caresses, the due da Richelieu told m one 
of his thousand and one adventures, which he told m 
well. I know not if it will pleas© you, but such as it 
Is I shall glvo you an abridgment of it. 


1 Wft8 > y°« k »ow," ho began, «a very good-looking, » 
very wild follow: women have no objection to this. I 
was travelling, and in my way thro' D — , M., the intend- 
ant of tho city, insisted on my taking up ray abode at 
Ins house. His lady added her entreaties, and l con* 
Bontod. I must tell you that the lady was handsome, I 
had passed tho night with her; but when, on the nml morn 
ing, as I sought to go out of her apartment, I found the 
outer, door double locked and bolted. I looked mind me 

b , Ut , f ? u *?' no Whll.t I wm lMwnUnjr 

!r?r lad y 8 who was nearly ma 

« »o t mt8tT0B»i i «w 
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closet a great many machines covered with paper, and 
all of different shapes. On inquiry, I was informed that 
the following Monday was the lady's birthday, which they 
were to celebrate with fireworks. I looked at the beauti- 
ful fusees, and brilliant suns with much admiration. 
Suddenly, thinking of the lady's honor which might be 
compromised, I took a light and set fire to a Roman 
candle; in a moment the whole was in flames, and every- 
body took alarm. Great was the consternation in the 
house, which was turned out of windows; and in the up- 
roar, the house-door being broken open, a crowd of per- 
sons rushed in; I ran this way and that way; everybody 
admired and praised my exertions. I was compelled to 
quit the house at last, and ordered my carriage, whilst 
M. the intendant was thanking me for the vast service I 
had rendered him. I assure you, sire, that I never laughed 
more heartily. » 

This tale amused the king, and M. de Richelieu as- 
sured him that he had never told it before. A thousand 
considerations had induced him to keep it to himself 
until the present time. <( But now,” said he, <( the third 
generation of madame 1' intendante is no longer young, 
and I have no fear of being called out to fight a duel.”* 

Next day there was a general rumor of my presenta- 
tion. My friends asserted that I had the king’s promise. 
This was imprudent on their part, and they injured my 
interest whilst they flattered my vanity. They put the 
Choiseul cabal to work, who intrigued so well that not 
a person could be found who would perform the office of 
introductress. You know the custom: the presentation 

* The due do Richelieu preserved his coolness and talent at rep- 
artee in the most trivial circumstances. The story is well known 
o£ the man who came to ask for his aid, saying they were related. 
«How?” asked the duke, «Sir, by Adam.» « Give this man a 
penny, » said tho duke, turning to a gentleman of his train; «and if 
all of his relations give him as much he will soon be a richer man 

than l am,» , , ... 

If our readers will turn to (( Joe Miller, » page 43, they will find this 
jest attributed to the witty duke of Buckingham. It is a very good 
joke for a duke, but savors more of a desire to be witty than to be 
charitable. 
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is effected by tho intermediation of another hdv wh,* 
conducts tho person to ho presented l<» iim , ’• U U 
and introduces her. This C usS hud 

SJ^wuMr ,,oon tou *-■"% * ...« . 4 ; 

This was a dire blow for nw ii , 

at court' lw 

to value complaisance, ami thl^hJai wilfch'Tfif ,'"n 
lady 'wo wa™/ 0 ''™ 0 ^ “' ly " n0 " Hil,t -W wo "I"'" 

*£**! ru w r "r r,y 

moat outrageous conditions, o»u ii,, 1 f '"' 

tollano, consented to present me l„„ ’i ,|p 

Simula be created a duchoas an l,mt ">«* 

luindrod thousand llvi-os- U o o’tlu J, VC " Klh ,iv « 
I«r t0W ‘ 

a government, a regiment for he / « ' ! !/"T ‘"" 1 

I forget whnt OM, nCrt , ,, 1 HUn » and for tiernt*lf 

- U£" P ;;‘,;7*' » ■*"*. S 

umdrod thousand livroa ,1 tffveinments ami live 
aUffhway. I„ truth, they spoke o , “ if 1 " 1 1111 u ” U» 

f this juncture the ch nncoHor Ld n°T ‘'T'" 1 ’- 
sation concerning mo with the Che / , Hjj1 * fU,ttr eonvor- 
ono morning to call on the luko ‘ f' , lmi1 '•«’» 
discoursing, the duchwa© do o r ?‘ wh,lst lh «y w«n> 

-,r:~ rir 

«ry you y off d trom"yoi tt t a oVono^’V Y ° W "° W frio " dN 

adore tho rising sun, w ' ^ 011 wrong to 

That was tho idoln.i'mr nc 

y I bog of m to be «, Wy*2llid numb " 0f PW»n»: 

“e In figures, If yo „ wol)lc , « not to apeak to 

Oh you p)ny o(t „ |0 , ‘ 1 mo to understand you." 

1 «' wul 1 mo#n - fln<1 your dally vlb" ^"° W m wp " “ 
Which, madamo? Thoro aro L VS “ to 

ro aro 80 tnuny nt courti* 
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This U'^ny m* -.»>?*' *lm hn»khri' <11*11 1 fciniUi ; 

U-mUi *>• tUrm w •iMj.j Sv^iy * {.) tho 

m uf »•! m\ rjOj;;} "!l»r 5«--4 Urn thivhc*.* 

»lm«M &>• I k»*. by vthrt **h«< }•«»•! alivtttjy jmhI, 

llm?4 »*m' 4 bins# : 

** Y»«ll <»*r. ih* u t ejjr »>} ihr »4 l|m uimipastt* 

*|i« Hfurv?^ 

141 Y»-»« MiMiiisjfu? 2 sr« *?«•* „ ms4 H»4 ify-4 a Ss<a'4 rt f**r ymir 
mv si i«S<5)tV’ »K, y*m vtsnubt W .«•* b * “ 

w My «1 b*’ * I '“>4 in ?3»i* i4 lb in *> sti&SnlV'? w 

w Why ♦»>.«*, f VW «*•<* rnmywmy lb*.- «'*•’; |ht> 

j»ri»i'w ilp Km d» !■«•.*% »l«» 1« Trim»‘»lllr 4 ita In Van* 

gisy**M» Kbiirhc-w, 4‘Aij3«tii3hm, »w4 nutty Mjhirt'w, 

iml Im h*p*4i**» ib» litsjj *4 Kf«M<r. A g^mh-ttutt may 
bet **wM iii »!,u h *■»•?!« j«aMy vuHbmin any iIu*sm« ■*•■ * 

* Mm* (Stott ir b? * hr wa 5 1*-*, '* ?,»•■•;) 4 k 4 Shi? »Im3h?„ m S»* »jv«k 
S»H<1i*Sly I«» ^‘ii, <*?3t*iV W» h« »»#, it any *«w* wl»i 1 WMsibl 
hm-p slm ds'iipiijinhi ji *4 ima h**u«p vrmTifc bo* wm in Mul 
hi ihw |.«4y till i.i|S6* ! 'a!fi*»iii # * 

w I'anb*:#! iiw, shaikh ; sha* »«. «»«* lb«* Afhnv mr*. 

in Hirw, i»* **«fc y*m„ why t!t *«*0 *,i y«sir bmt'M* phmiikl m»s 
jpt Oksv > This. I JbiMfe, s<* ifr* fw»S ij»#«?*Sk«y * 

* Y»a » 4 f*»r m» m. *j*famfctl hIRami .^4 * ft*kl Hi# 4 ik'li»*w* 

with an|(pr. 


* l wMMliWttw ; l #M4ji»iyief. I ;1 W my 

pari* I .»## m* U*9 l3#i» w4 

Wl8itkm«» «.U# lUrry,® 1 
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much more scandalous ? Let mi count them »n mtr 

fingers. First, the niurichulu tie Lnxrmhnny our- 
then— » •’ • 

<( Then the comtesHo tie Choisaul, my luw u 

uddod the duke; «wo know it ns well its you, sir, hut 
this is not the mutter in question. You ara not 4 ?normit 
that our enemies surround this imulmno du Hurry: am! it 
is of your alliance with them that I complain." 

“You uoo everything ' with a jiu.mll« e .l eye, .m.mdmir 
0 clue. But if you four the Influence of thin Imly with 
the why do you not present yourself at her apart- 
" ®» would bo downed la rovolva ym,.» ' 

No, no! cried tho duchess, «my brother will never 

“l h "“ lf '? " l,eh n «''«ituru. If ho would d<* K mdt« 
uraself 80 low, I would novcir forglvo him iim j 

live, Since you show your Knitkuda for wlmt him | lr ,. r , 
dono for you by leaguing yourself with thin woman ihi 
from mo that I dotoot her, and thru f will ”Zi rCt 
«u I , mVO » aont ller b ' lck "»«<«> m her dunghill » 
grntltS'to'thoTf I th ° Cl T MM " r ' “ ' wi " «vl»«ta my 

vomta^srvr 0 10 Wl r 1,19 wl1 '" 9 Ihta 

I might Hhow'k tow kX" \"m 

assa &s r *<**■£•£ S 

materially, 8 Mrvod ,n / tatormil* most 



CHAPTER XI. 


A word concerning the duchesse de Choiseul— The apartment of the 
comte de Noailles — The Noailles — Intrigues for the presentation 
—•The comte de Bearn — M. Morand once more — Visit of the 
comtesse Bearn to the comtesse du Barry — Conversation — In- 
terested complaisance — The king and the comtesso du Barry •— 
Dispute and reconciliation. 

I showed the king this conversation, in which I had been 
so shamefully vilified by the duchesse de Grammont 
Louis XV. was very much inclined to testify his dis- 
approbation to this lady, but was withheld by the con- 
sideration he felt for the duke and (particularly) the 
duchesse de Choiseul. This latter lady was not beloved 
by her husband, but her noble qualities, her good heart, 
made her an- object of adoration to the whole court. You 
could not speak to any person of madam e de Choiseul 
without hearing an eulogium in reply. The king himself 
was full of respect towards her; so much so, that, on the 
disgrace of the duke, he in some sort asked her pardon for 
the chagrin which he had caused her. Good conduct is 
no claim to advancement at court, but, it procures the 
esteem of the courtiers. Remember, my friend, this 
moral maxim: there is not one of greater truth in my 
whole journal. 

The king, unable to interpose his authority in a woman’s 
quarrel, was yet determined on giving a striking proof of 
the attachment he bore to me. I had tip to this period 
occupied Lebel’s apartments in the chateau: it was not 
befitting my station, and the king thought he would give 
me those of madame de Pompadour, to which I had some 
claim. This apartment was now occupied by the comte 
de Noailles, governor of the chateau, who, as great a 
fool as the rest of his family, began to exclaim most 

(87) 
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lustily whon tho kinff’s will was umimmiu'atud to i.ftu 

wlTf t0 , lua " 1 “ Jea l' 5 ' com i , i ,ii,ii| w “uii iinmuu,,^ Thl ; 

king 1 stoned very quietly to ],i« list of gnVvumr*. ,,,,, 

when ho line! moaned tmtl groaned out hi,, il„|, 

his majesty said to him, 1 ' 

«My dour count, who built the cl, litem, „r Wwfllr, , » 
Why, Biro, your ilimitrioua grandfather." 

r 

KSS* 1,1 two houw tho ^ «">« •» TZ 

took'away'his hrnK d a ^ rt,, ' , mw " 
myself in tho Wonts HZ ^ 
n fresh causo of ehngrln tmtl creme I ' WiW 

There nre certain inn l ies wh« i m# ""' m enB »'ie« 

tholr hereditary do, , i, » ' ,’ k " lm " **,.rt ns 
However, there I .n-c “ "r"' 0 ” "'“V""’ " f 

right, Tholr f«,„|, y took U. A e fr , wrf * » 

do Noaillos, mpitoul of Toulouse ,„ ri „n' , rl “ " A,ll| e,tMr 
flll ftppoftranco, by the py ( , r „u,' awarding u* 

The ^ndfathor £ J" M5*». 

do Turonno'a, and hia fmnilv 1 ft do *««*«c «f M. 

madamo do Malnlonon. eourt hy 

roten to my presentation . * h ™ n " lla ' >" 

olontly vattntrcamo h to'mf^ 0 , d*!! M ! , nBV<,, ' m ">'- 

that I have found a lady brainin' ”* 

quality who will do what w^o want ” ° * d “ w 

;;jhoisiti» soi(Ui wiUl ^ 

Wy ' "'uel, 

««d understand each other." ulk wi »t her, 

, oan w « see her?" 

• pCLW; 8 ' 1# ° lnl ™- fram the of 

“ ™ r >' ereody for mono”/ ’S* 1 tll ° UMn ‘ 1 aim 

shall whisper )„ lw oar^hat 1 1 <ltle to hn ' "hr. 

y °“ r P rot ectlon can servo her ' m,„ *"'1 ‘hat 

eomo to you p0Bt hMlfl ; <rreM1 >' ht her lawsuit, she 
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I ihr* *4 alt**- » him* kumI. in tM*n- 

t'c 1 1 vviUi J f a ti , i » ■ ;*t »• 5 u 44 t" hmp- *4 

imttUliy llw j^~’4 M. .Mmi «>«*.. l 4 *|twH I 5m4 )-ri s i«Mt)tfit*r'l 
Ituj{f 4 y f»»r 54 « )£**•*! sm <4 l*«ya 4 *m- » vwvn. TIiim w.sm, fenw* 
»YPV* l 5 l*” li*' rtri apMNlri^l <A.ji- I 3r>i!'a«,r'4 hM»U« 

HHiullin Huy a 3 r, va a S',*- tsr.4 4i<-4 *»f iiuli" 

)’(.ysU“M ; it 4* ! «*5t w**Blfey >4' nm 5q w Silfr nss4 wh«4i a mism. 

M. MhmihI, jdllrr Un\ Ik# i»n! lit* ulf tMHh 

tlftHli* lb *fe» Wrfii h* 8aanaa miiiip 

pr^lpsl, ami *?sri» ml miv Vrt»i HjitHrw** u4ih iJw 

diamt!lt»ir, "I'tir* SrtW'Vf'*, s»« wlr**}« w :*<!«»»*? 4 c* Urttrsi nv«.« 
Itt |wy » V I'ait nit Ifewt \*sy »M IM Bwtl ?.* rr|K , »( 
wlmt M.. M»«r4«4 fa<t4 i-nfet gum. Tfow fsr>»? stay iltw ♦. i»Mai«r*«w\ 
likt 1 ? ft Sir «r* » w8Sr*4 taj-M* Ssscrta : »$tr- #-r!ai»-4 }»•.» wJlutr 

t*» him, amt h%m i«» ««*<♦ 14* jusiuarnK vriili »«*». 

w I w*»mM 4?« 4 wtsfe j4«"«©i5Sf t ,’ !! * «5 j«? wmjhy, ** if I 

tlM tint ifeiiufe it br*H<T ifeal ymt she 

4n Marry ymtrwM j tan wmrr# ywii i!»*i »htt wit) 
4 pNj$ 5 * 1*4 l»i will y-Mid * 

Matfetm* 4 1 » Uw** llttm r-aimci l<» tm wilto U Mnrwmt 
Ormi*<H« 8iR4VPi«»! fe«w Wvpr#? U* i«W m* mint* 

l^ins with Hiss* JtnSy ' few*! %** SJhotwin fe**r w«* silmiiWI 

nwl bvp I»p»h ■**■* ini itiwing u» 1 H 0 3*.4ni Si:.wri-<j|y 
8*iy lltllijg «h»|(t iinl |Sf b.«» vi Ml ; I *:*»stSrlM*»4 Wf^vM 

will* ttWiMriiig h«*r *4 g«.wv>4 will On iSiw « 4 m» 

vkwniU' Ail«4|4?w «l*it lUfry i»44 ItU imtm ilui ihv pa* ug 

HtfAirn Jtiwi fit# «? *?»?*! »?j* it" 8 814,4 

fmiml a i.fr/tmpf&nr- l«< $*fwsm 8 m»>; S$im»K |ii f ItAtl i*m |. 4 

l«b ro««l,l»ef wcm!4 ti«#l a® 8 «*.*»# anscfi m wrwfcitf,, n fo/*s 

dt-slrtd fey ife® femg.. J «*•»»#« w»i4 8 iimtef- 
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<( Madame, I am at the kin, 'a orders.** 

8 But maclamo, the kin, has nothing to do with ihk 

XlTrr^r 11 y,m ih ‘ •••>* *m»i,*K* 

Mo to yon, I only doniro t ,n,i .hi k 

X -'*' "° mnucr " w lr """* ""•*«» 

HVoll, then,® I exclaimed, with nmeuiVmr « r . 
will not |v|vo mo a direct replv Whv f * '* V 

the kin, to interfere in whal^ ^ ^ 

' yom intention to oblige me; yew nr m,?** 

*ca, madaino, certainly; but you him.i ». . 
the tremendous cabal which ft n.L 1 * ** VVm ” Ml 

is 1 :,:;-;!— 

inhere, and tho ^ k ii^r win l |i 1 way ? « 1 ^/ ’ V ,MM “ ** 1 

a lf r ),owi " 

ft protection mu? nmumneo!'"^ “ l "" ! '""" W«Hy *"* 

<<Ancl t,mt you will not m *V\W i t . . 

must not bo compromised h. m 3 k,M K* 

tllln,c 1 ought to for 1 u 1 : 1 , 1 T 1 ' 1 < 

cenao this discourae «fn ' 1 , U,m * k,rp « Houbm.c, 

eompbhnnoo.. 1 )n " “ k ««* ....... - f.. r , ' r 

Tlio comtOHso do Beam rm e - r 

•Sir" m,ei w * 

patiently awaUetf 5 ^ Uio° '««• 

madams do Bonn., r told ,.," f win. 

giving my opinio J ""/"f 1 "<“> .1; 

>*>al oio,, poking oLtt. y "* ' llw “« h ‘ «•"-* 

to ™° W « m n7y y °"nTZV«7H mk> l,w ‘l..,no,.||"r 

8 Cl0Ck,eC, ‘ «« «h. following 



i 'uM-n tv-*; s <?•' i'.auky ,,, 

my hr<4lmt : in-|-.iiv *hw ? *j,| &•* h, I\m* t*« hml M Muiyiml, 

rtlrti gft hh» 1*4 Si»I»!'-S i-.i'kr- fi Sat-v «?J,i"4^»7tm-sa 

Tim 9»n- 'S,? 4>»y my 5 *5 ».»? 3nr s • saa 5 .jw wmit t« M Mur ttlldV, 

«M»l w)m 8 » h« *!**• ||$»s* suruaj^ Jit*' 

M-.imnS 3 m tawgjh, I lit Mt| ih«t 

ii'iMHl, tiwi Oi« |»r»-'fc «*•-•/.«> r-vrnmg th»» Udy ha*) jf**r 

him l ami, »m 3 m hr 11 limitr', twuUim* Hrarm, m 

A MBM'll rtgrtiM'4 th* li8U--*<»yr|i|riMV ps wiiii:}) might frsiill 

to Ii»r frm»» H-w’SMij Rh<* maUammsut ».lf my j^r^nUHim, )t«««l 
HttimUtml I'M I'rtlatil * • ».«j Si, #<.* il|»|am'P 

ft* it .tktllll i<i Sw»# ttynr®, 4 VVHJttPM 

promiap *4 4 H'-*« hrr *»»«, amt !!-*#• frrkwrM *m 

*|»S*tfttiMir»al m th» rsiaMiahiwmS #/if tiUn Kntn»r J-.nifhwe 
Thiw ww 35m wiiwr4 at IUy ait thr ftmlrnimu k-»nt«ltcr» 

t «|lll» Jr»M t5i *<•(»** |»t 8>*riM* icfH'hsymu g»rr|»* wig* >'»>»■». l|rr 

hail 4 * ■> 1 -V /* * 4 * 1 , .■*&<• < 5 'Mm ?!|5r., amt »!»:■' »» (fK-tl M Mum ml i»t 
ttWpr thr tatty •■•up i!tmm&iM’4 tti»«uiv»ti'*i §yvBn*», a»y 8 m 
*tW rt.au U s «mcir?' that lilt* Stinjg ®Snml*l Iwp i«SSJ.»iiS J 33 ?srfl} (»« JtSaicif 
ymmjg lh'rt»M a4y«nR«yg* ,, <mo5)}\ and \n <4 « Must I hr mmhrr 

t« hrr wi«hr>.«» , «*»»8 ykwrcmiftuM my turmlmr J#t4aw return ml 
to VarMtlhfo 

Tim r*«MX* ]M.n limf ®c*ssrrty M timed «« h«af, wIidii 
W# rsMdvpd 4 letter U**m M Mw-antl, Alatmg, that Sip 
hiwl in rnttiftmiMeit*-* of \hp f<n«tirm;U*ma »4 r«*m|p 

I** thn putntp'wwrt tie 2 S» .» 9 « 1 ; that hr ha, 4 8ntitn4 the 
tttdy JiUimt r nt'iigjtii reft She || rat |'*»*snS„ amt *tiojw*W'/r«iS 3 m 
t»«l liorwtl with thp $m$ **t t!»» rum wlginiitty »l«?mannt» 4 ; 
that *.m ?hw I ww*<wt slip aj^winsnirsna *»| 

hftrwH nit 4 '«W3, ah*» wwsid twstJrt t».» m* raitpiniie#, ami 
htt.s'4 ««4 lrt.^3 U;* thrt wrist eis gw»mi» «*? thr ling; 
that hp« Mturaml, thwi^hs tSsin inn ^|«as.act# S« Swg «»wpr« 
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« Congratulate mo, Hire; I have round my Mmhm.ther » 
^Ah, so much the better. M (I know that, ut'tlm bottom 
of bis heart, ho huiU m ho much the worn “ ) 

«A»d who, * naked the king, with impatience, «nmy the 
lady bo?* J 

« Mncln.no do Horan, a lutly «f ,|,mlily in her own rMil 
and of high nobility on her huHbuml'M Hide.* 1 
“Yes, ho was a garde tin corps, and the tsnu hmt iu-.t 
loft th° pupa. Ah! hIio will present you then. Thufn 
well; I shall feel favored by her.* 

« Would It not bo best, sire, to HI her so voinwlf >« 
Yes, yes, certainly; but after the ceremony. * 

(< And why not previously ? » 

“ Wiiy ? because I do not wish to appear to have fojved 
your presentation, * 

"Well thon,” I ropliocl, striking the floor with my f, M i 
you will not do for mowlwt you would ,l„ i,. r wonmil 

who Is a compete stranger to you, Many thunks fur 
your excessive kindness. M 

yo “ J 011, wo "' d0 not «»“• Anger dtten im;mm 

"No more than this indifference unit# you; It |» a-tiul 
I you recede from saying „ word, wlmt will v .m do 

«m«t LX th ° r ndWo,w ° f nm,1( « M l '« Uenrn i - 
wimt dots the good camUMse mk for? 1 ’ 

Ihinga past conception.* 

(< What ? * 

(t 8ho has stipulations unlimited. » 

But what aro they thou } * 

"A hundred thousand livre. for lienelf.* 

"S n Al ml ' r W0Wl11 *»« *» nmeh.« 
i ion a regiment for her aon,» 

behave we.ll »’ 6 W °° d «>»»«<“ «*. Wd if ho 

”i 

££? KL5,r~ - - • WXT4 



rr*MiTv<r. uv slusky 


n 


'* Yr*. »lfr\ Hi** U W»lh mjr m«s 4I fWMttftly *\&rf*|lSr‘tl. 
Tlii* Mv, whu *« **ur. ».j mmh Misly 

UWlff*# rnj»<.«^r-su r sail* ass f-^h* ws»hrs fur t,|jr 

Wt'fil i»t Vests' 65i;4i**nly'» IsamJ- wj»*hijj ftl 

* A IWmt WMirum? " rsithl I hr kitty, Wrtlkmy 

>v«ili i'Aj‘i4 »s if ?>!*•• a »i|t as? -I *l*<*w.n my »»>•.. m w shr ha# 

♦himl ti**l t*» t^hiJv^ trn m!i» suv vuuil* 1 >■-•• « 

pijjMrttwie*! Mm mifi|«8i;-«»i» nm *.« m»h« wmV' 44 ihr* |»>wr»l 
nrfilihU'ir fl A «rfi*#ii45* H%- ! Jly 

Ifrtfmtfaihev, Ivrmia XIV ,. rs'f*n»i<*4 havuig hfa u* 

t v h«i'»*j»l- I wall Mu* ffmmni? «n ftiemta* “ 

“ H‘»*4 wh**M f* | ir h«.a fn ffri*! «*veiijr iu k*"r}' 

J»i?» WufM,, s5 4 m! IUSSJu iuijwn'f* Sjr y&Vr ■*> si JU 

writing," 

A* IIhhhp W'MifSu, I.*aii4 XV 8j»*ww4 hisS 4 a hr 

tiawl %Up Iwft* ■»"'•• MW lin sh« **■»•* s M, hr »,« that hr w.-,% 

Wfmijg; »m*1 having ?sm* kv-j^v s., « mator, hr iis6sr.ijr-.il *<.« 

flw tmaf. I Ball •«*<■!•!?' him, «8'<1 itamj Uf |Jw atm, 

he Mill, wish aM.tfCf, whfa'h »M kt»l ihvrjvc 1 

liWi — 

* l4*4ve ??ir, uMMUmt*, ym» h.»vn* my 

B Well, Sh»M. MS'U-Mairss*' 3« Ff.4*w;w„' w »rj:4imS | 4 eMttmiltgj; 
«lw « SurtSr,, * t «tf*§!) jglvp fMS fcatittjU*: 

Ch*.mm yr*i isr *i*wj, j»W*r , I will m«#s y«»»t, 

WJuS wp *5wi|I w5-«p w I I*.®* ir y-«m rms if *#,$£!!» *«•» kill a 

WmHfWi.fi wht* liwas-a ti## ^uhw .smly* ait*! wrhiMu* ypii if-rtplrs' 

Ihe iu usulaSrwnR. 1 * 





CHAPTER XU. 

Tho comlesso do fiimm-TIm Miinnor ^ ).<»„{,, v V i,. , 

my proKontutlon — M, do kJ( wIiiiiri- T he waL rl M * E 

A”® 01 of 11,0 kl »K« dniiKlitarM*-Mnilrtin«} A(tohii<|« tout n„, 
comtORso dn Boriy-Jjfcwuhf.wuo,, of Ul0 kh|(fi M,l,t l,,tt 

A/1 M ? lu f w " 8 "«■">» P»‘ I" miuWtlrm, ,mtl m-nt 

iVl. fiom mo to milt mndnmo do Hearn to tmino 

sup nt my ApnrtmontH. Wo warn in camming, 
my sistor8.in.lftw, inywelf, and comic Jean, The n»n,u« •<*. 
mndo some difficulties at first umW f P 

Bhe was afraid to refusi/mo a ^ Ih “ l 

gvrvtt avrss sr u 3 

that the ktair w „ ' T l °' tlmt Bl "> » lil ‘ h'd'Wl 

promlso which I asked foMw.' l ° KriU ’ C ’" 6 1,10 ' vri,tcn 

and yet not with mudfhowtlnoM 1 “f , 1KI “ il,le “»«»)•, 
momberlng the vexatious term. »he “) m,t ." elp rf) ' 
plalsattce. Ilowovor tlm 8 ,0 S p m lu!r «"n- 

Jean and my sistora'-ln-lnw who a™* Kl ‘ y e " 0 " gh ' “into 
dissotnblo, did the honors in I k "° W V6r> ' >'“» to 

leaving table wo wont Into the T* °.* rro * !nbl0 'v«y. On 
began to discuss the aorlomi q L llA" ^T" 1 ’ '" ,t, lhen 
ns together. At tho first word! "[ ! ? ' had broil *r l »t 
uttered, madamo do Hearn tat * ’ ch J-«n 

respectful familiarity, said to ™!~ hMit wilh » 

W/ 



VMMT K “■> ' » s', |ir HAH H V 


n 

5!s. a ! y,m will twi havi* a Umt 
Ism »* »»«*. *1 1 i»»i BHn-il M.)vHi|*.M» !•» Itlf 'tt’*i|n tt f 
«W*K‘ n « ' l,,r »,l m> IrtitUy rrt|»ir«>* U, Hr.l 

it U **ily » f,..a 5 hr* l-Hsj* «.-i» * 

“Mu. Ii «ha»t V«» mattaittr 1 ,* | ro)»ltir»j 

"Th# linn >1»4ta, mm! »44m s<» «»4fc-Svr in smJt 

«stlg4 fe « , r4ur-M5<» H* **.*«•» «•<! Stir, MmY*«vpr, tlf«! | t j« 
MtffK'ftl aS»K.i,44 l»* *|..\t?v54r »t * 

jj > H »■ • t $h<r- * »#*> a! *.!*«„ * hpMVrit 

**»«* I *hmlt 6w1 t.Un.ti*: lut«| U* !!«« fcwg** WmJ# | 4 | nH 
W* MlwiM»»«r «•*>» fat?, ><» hr* |«t« *'|h*r nsm. *, U y fuy. 


w ftf-j'SH-4 * -'n?r» jr.>.n, ?!*« jj#<kviiy, 

"ittfllUmr; t* a I *4* t*9 i -S 8 .?'.i4rM,» a» »>y 5H»r,tMr.»«* 

IhH y»| » «••»* »'»-v •‘M-.kA*ms«* wU.Jii.rn. |« Jf^yr M 

J»r»*»»5lw -aijfikr .3 Si,f l <■$*■<• 5* -a sail ! !ia 5 ia m , lti j, 

\Vi»Jf «W» »5sr «:<.••? » !u**iHrif m »8*.fe'4,ti8t|S 8^ 4'Rh-. 

»:u!!.y, w *»<»■*? m* hnwiif with * wsM }<«>.. min# f,.,r 
Wlwl ri-Hs^MW h<") =' 4 J, M * 4 Willi 4 

ft»F whftt * Ml St<r » * * 

/v» 4 m.-toiu'**,* s«|4U4 (fit# wnmiem, "| ,tm 
MUKkftMft l*s <*43 9 •" h*m« «wm*«5»3 **tt9im:Unn Hu! 

Isis mapzif i*««8 *»!««&• |!«p »?4s«i45.Un. «4 tmt.-* 

iksw U*i '«f?s«8 t &■«'% * 

14 I will *g*» n%. g»# *4 4? fb««8 !«««» I myp hiW tt 

“Mfs, yvrtH «sr; 4 it IsrSiSi sS6iiii,£- <W«m*%n VnM# Will *«5*|;s»i8t s»6| 
fflMW 8 l»» li. 5 Ss|». sM'tif. *w-» 3 *« « ft-Mfsp !<? 4 *#s 4 * 

a * Wlww# 8 » w«r$r Mn'Adi U* |, 

Tl»« r«*Mn8r«« w»-kuU 9m vv «*f»||cM| s«m 9t'4«. v rnhm my firwi 
fat, !l«i vw™ «i lb* 

PSWWii i&SWmifsr#**! 8 W 

#\t !,bt» SSI? SW % f*"-: 5 «)-4 fMkfM# Wil# 8tf®«S.ilas^l £i«m 8 Ifi 
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room, what she will lmvo the kindness to do (or mo at 
the state-chamber. M 

u Ah, 5) replied the king, w ln it nmdnino tin Ikutrn that 
you present to mo ? .1 am indeed delighted. I ivr hus- 
band was ono of my faithful wh'vumh: I wan much 
pleased with hot* son when he was one of pngen, and l 
perccivo that sho herself is desirous of testifying to jm« 
her attachment to my person. 1 thunk you, mudume; 
you cannot confer a greater favor on mo, ami I fl hali 
embrace every opportunity of proving to you how imirlt 
satisfaction your conduct affords me." 


Each word that the king uttered wont to the heart of 
tho countess, However, making a virtue of m?ms Miy, H )ie 
replied, that sho was proud mid Imppy «t wlmt Hits king 
had said to her, and that it would he her uomUuut id in 
to please his majesty, flattering herself that the king 
would remember tho services of the Hearn family, niui 
would think of her in tho dispensation of hia bounties. 

« , u m l YQly 011 ,tj spited Louis XV., 

especially if tho comtoBBo du Hurry applies t „ in 
your behalf, » 


Then, turning towards me, “When, then, Is this redoubt, 
able presentation to take place ? « 

prq^.-^ro'S/ 110 ' WlUm y ° U1 ' • h * 11 

,X n l s :z ^ du ° de 1,1 **o 

Bolrn taw f'° SUbj0Ct 1 WM l,lrn6t! ' b,lt ‘1« 

? °“L f t ? gH , 0 In “I 1 * 10 of nil liar en- 

deavors, her forehead boeamo contracted every moment 

The folloT Bh ° T‘ aWny V0 “ d ‘T»»PP‘>to"d 

Plie following morning, tho comte Jean anti nv sister 

lu-lavv wont to her hot, so, They testified their Zmt for 

tiM we would mot' «vw<l«i,r, ll, °y wumd her 
i ^ nd vantage of the condition 

hat If M. ment , Whl0h 8,1,1 *«* *«a. to present me a, d 

“ *» »«» -ss. ^T a :zsz 



OiMTKSSK MM HAHKV 


W 


tliuiuiAtiil livfn*. Thr i .»w*tr«« that in ftjiiln ni 

the veal Un-et vantage whu h &h** rnirl hrmehinviiul lalwnr 
ttittle-r in thU nil ail, ah* IrU gseal hn 1 nm, amt 

W(lU {,J jj»( 5 tt'ftUK 4 t«< »»h»ige »m% am! she lliHU ml ItrisHf 
thivl I wnnh! h» r t «m*h with the king, The 

Jean her **f this, ami erMh-vl with her the 

jwi'Mt el the $***$;»♦»• nl *4 the h*m4ir-r4 tlmmwiml living, 
with h were Im l# |»«M at eight m» her 4 rawing en M, vie 
la lhiv«h , 1 i hi* i'Mvtil hanker 

TIhih then my- }*s e «•• unatmn wait an w»»»niv*l matter ; 
iMthing mnv i'miiM jnrvent it, «s least I t-mviesl jm» in 
wy.wK- I fe« ika»e4 w4*h*»Ml In***, I *h»1 net fein»w yet 
all the niahee *4 4 Mmtttw# l»»ty hi genth-wan A« it 
Was, h**weves; M . *t« i "hiowrnl hs« vile n‘,Me sr |n<4 
gainr*! ever i-ne i«S my »*■# w»nt«-, If* nr they km-w *t!IS that 
ha*,! jttnufce4 'They «m<*m &*?#rn«*l that i««4.«ihp »te h<*4 

wild jt* with nse„ wn4 that a tier 4 visit *4 

the king » h»»l *Whh*4 ihi* *«» my jwsrnialkm; this 
they determine*! in |*r#"m»t 

I'V*r th{» »ml„ they d**f»aich*?4 m amHa*swW the dnjv- 
alinr dfe t''nigny m the hnu«» *4 manUm** *tw ftoarit He, 
hilJnwing th» i8t6tt'U«'th*M 4 iwnghl hy tmin® i<* >f4m ** «w4 
Iniitnidal** the t"*»«n5e®.* 4 l»ns »H! went l**t tn»sh ing Madame 
dn IJnnm 1*44 She i'hevaher 4e t Vigny,, that »h» had Wen 
with tfiw in ».«& any inthsettw wish sh# »• 5a«iM3»llnr The 
chtvaher lets her wtthmtl. *44» s*» nht*nw any ether 

Infnmwsinn 


This hail mum-M 4«4 is* 4 tU«taM»l#n ih» Chnteonl*. 
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ages. It cannot 1>o concealed from yon. that na'^lumrs 
contemplate tho presentation of thin eivulmv wiih ihr 
utmost displeasure. They will tint fail tv* mM »n jgrrai 
inilucnco over the future dauphin, mid will »h* \m»i mi* 
chief with him; ho that, whether hi tlm mimd »*« 
things, or in that which the age ami health »>f ilw iking 
must load via to anticipate, you will lm in a rm**i 
lunate situation at court.” 

The old bishop, with his mlwehievmm fi'mikwtia, e.«s< 
chitted madamo do Bearn «n dimdy, that at h-ugiti »h»« 
replied, that so much rouped and riefaromr did cm 
tortain towards the prluccMscs, that nht) wmdd not prpwmt 
me until they should accord their prrmianhm l«»r op- 
to appear. M. tie Rciqucluurn tonic this reply i*» Gm 
ChoiseulB. Madame tie Grammont, tmclwmiptl, itiiufemg 
tho point already gained, sent madamo do Hrmu «»» in 
vitation to supper tho next day, lmt this was ip 4 tho 
countess's game. She was compelled to decide promptly, 
and she thought to preserve a strict mmkrality umit frr*h 
orders should issue. What do you supjw »he did * Him 
wrote to us, madamo do Grmmwmt and niyaplf, that aim 
had scalded her foot, and that it was imjw»wihli» iW her 
to go from homo. 

On receiving Ivor note I believed mywlf beimyvd, f»*r • 
sakon, Comte Jean and I suspected that thin w m a iisim, 
and wont with all speed to call on the pmtiftM* tip 
Bearn. 8ho received us with her usual mutimy, v*>m< 
plained that wo had arrived at the very mrmmw *4 slm 
dressing of her wound, mid told u« she would defer it; 
but I would not agree to this. My brathor-indaw wont 
into another room, and madamo de Bearn bagan to un* 
swatho her foot in my presence with the 
caution and tenderness. I awaited the evidence m( her 
falsehood, when, to my astonishment, I mw a horrible 
burn! I did not for a moment doubt, what wm after 
wards confirmed, namely, that madam© do ll»« tad 
actually perpetrated this, and maimed bosMlf with tar 
own free will. I mentally oftnod her Roman mmm, 

and would have sont my heroic godmother to tta dotfl 
with all my heart. 



T?v»*.a Stiirn to-a* (mu' j}‘ ?*•**• In* lilt*- litHl M 

■S5 n •, | -a*; ;■<■• !<»• ---ir? &><:s M*i«n «t|<| »(i.l ll.UXJ>ri» lilt* 

j r .;4 „t ssr^ 1 m-? s 5 1 iff Sm 5*4 4 » Jrum, »ft«*r 

i»»lrWV *«>■«» - A h *- «ml r »«*!». (W* will! Ultt i'iihllCHSP 
iS'AS’ >. w.w^iv. *; :<• - K Sx* it-wi !■•?”, s o ussy igmlMltitlwr in* ■ 

j H! c ..! I -lUirii 8><rs nffUSiS |* nr- «*•-*»<! *5 it*?*,, it 1 < 5' ri^hny lIlMtlMIHl 

jj, v fw ^4 *■*• 5 •"* IH* »■ <• fr-iftioiy. ttol Mitfjiftl WHIPS 

rH.;«"4 Hv«' - »»< S?st*8 ««'■ mVS'H* K*Mr5i«g?i U*Hl 

mr U *>••* «»« i!vi»- j.iijp «*•.»*»! ^*4 •** m«»« 8 »*««Srr 

W« Jli« •< ■■••mi™** 5 l^sra».ir, w*4 #r|ll 

j fa. a a w? «i.*i o-ftsi <•• s a 1»"8'0,. S«i)f 8SlSy SaVftf# IlMMI |t)f* 


« -m‘M- K»-»*s wtft *m# *i*V% tfw **MM lVA<RI»tl« 

j„ f , u.#«,U 4 MM liw w«* **.??«,«• w#»? #rM**4 I*'* 

mwUw* «?«• 5 to> «, * if ii 4i*' wrnX *£•'« V|m* fc*-*, ^4 W <W 8° ^ pr 

** HI'*'' « «IW |*om* 

t4 ,4 *> tei i; •»$=.« *utii4 !!w w» »m *lKl*n«K <**r 

Slvr.fl!):, :>,« a.r‘H'C3 3k«<l4,, 4 IJ V‘>' 1:#S W.| Httf *«*% 8 

#*,*44 & ,n«. •;•,?<# I./-? fc*t »?»*■• $**■•»* »4 ***» fc**M6 • its* 

?.•• j*’’ f **»4 *r!*»rjt»4 tlw *•*“*' 

5*. ** ' '■'• in*. *.«4 ***«% hwM ih%% *»H* 

8 , nl< wv^i « *:. T v^~! .■• (••;»« »»«4 rkM< m ***>n »■» 

*j K . to*-'4. 1 '**» WJ,;al - 1 ^ V -‘ 

.te.*4*>4 *«»i* u*t *•»*, »*»» ***** 4 ■ s|4 *’ iSu ‘ 6 ‘“ ? 

.c^«)4 r »*.Os 8 I 4«^I4 

to *4% 82s.® « .'««» If’-*** A A***£**f 

Sow to ?*4 ,..if fi "*”8?p 4i* , r-s.'S«4 *»V 

H* V* l*n*8 tMf * »«*»« 

8lw ,4 anr.wUto** « 4^ ** nwUmt 

Umi*e, ,4 I **» -«S>: ^ ' 

mmvUt*™. 1 1**4 r i , a >|«^4 s«* «» «*»*!«* ' 

rtta, <w. ..v.« rW. -.1 

»>Mto ' "#4tolte8 Hit* S^tHl ■ IW ^ 
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Adelaide. Ignorant of thia l had w*M?r*1 tkrt* 

X soon learned Hint I luut ih»* p*eu>r»», ^, u \ m , 

stantiy hastened to offer her ihp ajusiaim-mtt «§^ ^,.^1 
to Jmvo, She came into them; but n% u na« M^nkMsv 
for mo to luj Mccoiiuondaietl eoiMewiirkr. ift*» kin# 
mo the former apartment* «1 Hi* daugMrs Thu \^ Vs 
what nmtlame Adelaida tailed ail a*. I *»J iy eakJMjs'i *3$«* m-x4 r 
tho chAtmui echo with her t-wttpl&i uu.- »h«. «.*»* I h«d 
driven her out, that I winhed Ui |jr ii J £rff 

slstorn; that I should wean her feifavV a«tt vnUnrW 
fioni her. bueh iujuntu-di tlfaj rfr-wiS &as*? rv^n^-V'' j 
Bout to request the kin# t«* como t«* i»*«- amt jf JV 

entered I throw myself at M« fori. r Mtr*%m v him 
poa«o hi# daughter on any urm*. mol i« M m. 
since I brought such trouble into fd« family 
Tho king, irritated at imuUme Adelaide * *n*U\a, w*nn 
to her, and told her, in « \nW*%* ^ »,* 

would mnico certain muiera publtr if *h« m nm h»M 
lier tongue ; nnd she, alarmed, 
rathor, contented harxelf in 


tn.wmn.ff, , 

'iswrw? kip' 



CHAPTER XIII. 


Of the presentation — The king and the due de Richelieu at the 
comtesse du Barry's — M. de la Vauguyon — Conversation Letter 
of the duke to tho comtesse du Barry— Reply— The countess 
unites herself with the Jesuit party — Madame Louise Madame 
Sophie— M. Bertin — Madame de Bercheny. 


T his fit of anger of madame Adelaide had given addi- 
tional courage to the cabal. It began to exclaim 
and plot against me with redoubled force; hoping 
thus to intimidate the king, and effectually bar my 
presentation; hut it only tended to hasten it. One 
evening, when the king and the marshal de Richelieu 

were with me, he said to me, 

« A stop must he put to these clamors. I see that 
ttntil you are presented, there will be doubts perpetually 
arising and -tormenting us on the subject; and until it 
takes place I shall have no ease. Parbleu ! let us take 
the best means in our power of reducing these mal- 
contents to silence.” M . . 

« Sire,” replied the mardchal, (( make your will palpable, 

and you will see all the court submit.” 

«Yes, but my daughters ?” 

«‘Mesdames know better than any persons the deference 


due to your orders.” „ 4 , ., M1 - 

« I assure you,” replied the king, that it wil 
unpleasant quarter of an hour for me to pass. . , ■ 

« Well, sire, then charge one of us with the mission: 

the bishop of Senlis, for instance, or M. de to 
I feel assured that either of them will acquit ^elf f d- 
mirably in the business, with the previous understand b 
that your majesty will support him with your Jiutho y. 

«I will do so most assuredly; but it will be be 
to use it but at the last extremity. I have no wish to 
be made a bugbear to my family. (IM) 
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(< Ah tO tllC WGkulh‘H of tttt sUS^sH-.:- ^V'J, •' I ir,**' 'U-., 
<( I beg it may not f«U on M d<’ U- 
working against me for I $?«•*• "* 

“ Why not semi M. *b? Jot* mm ' ! * turner t 
“ Ah, Hire," replied the ilwSo?, * U-- .*«*«« ». •> .«»*•■-.* «««:,* 
him; ho is a gay fellow S**j«bir es*,& r: r,s Mil him, 

that homily look llu* pars of *!t>» R.v;sv, U, aWhP 

ho passes his life among si pr i s t *■<*« u * 

“True enough/ said tin* tin*;, * I ihp »!?>. *.t« {* 

Vauguyon: lie has a gw&d repas**!'.# 

“Anti well deserved/ w«ol ih* *.%! 4;/ »- 

“Vos, sire, ho is a pimo m,m, «$ t**?*, »•.<* p!.v, » u** 8>at? 
well.* 


“Pence, viper; you spare wiWy* 

“Sire, I am only taking my tr-trttipt" 

“Why do you not like she p<w«',.s * y <- 

“In trutli, sire, I imut it"'- »J« f *> lili) $> f fj i !. fl,« 4 , :v , 1} 

yourself nut) the hidi<;>, I h,-«v<j bs-^ rA&tiuy y M . 

suillos/ 


Louis XV, smiled, and 8 petM »l>« Utt., »*»■.« « V4 t«s 

appearing, I Raid, 

“ C,rO ami find M. dc ii VarAgayam ft},,!,'. aSy. •»' 

When we worn alone, * Wtwt, *U©,*.h‘ > * %y 

Madame is right. * replied ity*? «.S an 5U _ '*$«•# *5**4,* 


The king began to jw up * 
was his invariable enunom wfoyi 
then suddenly stopping, 

“I should net be 
from M. do la VAtuniran,* 


f '« Hlt« «»•*»«, «x ?*«< fi 
hi-m 

:<*nOS Iblassls 


“Oh, sire, 
inclination 


that you have 
At this 



* 5 b#' $»***} 9 m*v km 9m 
mtfmmwf *»» 8fe**Mri! 
wsssS 5r4? $•*«»„ 
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nywk Kras' !«*»«• M- »ti -! RivUrlUni yum 

{insu»’4 

w J|^ t!-5 a ^r*vH', 2'<‘ 4«t , WinJir** lh;tl J't>M MltHlItl 

tjtm-'Uuw-a s- snnvr »*ur \U‘*r i'-mnli** lint*, 
■n'Wn *U* *h«M hrh»i# ihvm b* pay iltt* houinga of 

lir- 1' 4 fan4 >J»' Wj<1toM * 

*ru« hf \U*"» w«r*U 4 wM. w Yen, my 

tU'-At 8 tail k ? ?s hj lfm*1 >•-»*?:« in lh*? . h<»Sr>ut who havis 

to tty »•*■*•«■ ih? jvMMt » t my Thry 

h«v»t ««,»*• h i«'-bjw* s* mul n>* lr»* smuiMip. in r y»»u. You 

wiS'3 **•».« 4 y Ho-iMjc h»r«i ?•«* s *:•»**«*.* 

A® M 4* S»t «wiw4 w m« hwry **♦ tiiulrrttike 

(Imp * M?* 1 mW* h«4 ifwltSr-4, 

» V»:a„ «!, «S*.rt lha» ht'KiiM*' »* |*»M|«*|Jy 4 VMM Mini 

M, |J.r Sr.«$M» «»* ??»♦: Mill? OtrH t|» |h«« ksMj,J«h»MS ** 

Thf’ mwtiMml h*4 hi* h»r »■")'*"« *hnk, ^ >r H 

w . vS ri ^«i 5 »t»ny Wyw*™* Urn gi-vnuMr *ml (ho 

pramt fllumw v M »l® 8« V»iM|s«y*M* mmto h«.»l# 1 m *ay. 
0»i»i he ffi'4 r*»M»l l»U qua^y'* *mlm, «mJ hi* d«r* 


stir# Sm W * £**'*• at*?# l»* *hp- 

“Ah 1 ! y«M *48 Rlim *h» for »«** ? * 1 wpHffti. 

** J rtfst) ,flt8v4 5«r»-“S*4 - m 

» klttfamiT,* t»|sRp>J 3 he 4wk$ wish wm-h jrm'ily, ** f rten^la* 
Hj-u jsr*ivx?4 »*w i*r ; r<».«»4‘»-«s 191 

» Th# |»rr<*«*sl «w yrusr l-u »««’*“ waJt ^ 

I i« my furs#; * $.mi hU »*«£<•’ ».*y wn4 no* *h?us i| wr**ug 
*4 m«. l rmhvM ymi in his 

ami, r.« ihi*, i wn* op «•« *h«? sSuc i,e ,il 

Vn«t^ny-i»*» 4 «»ml him 5 wo hi«w^ mhkh (he mwl 


Vi 

x I wi 


tt ThM'ift w»S8 lt < * »S4 Shi 
a mAn of » 
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are your credentials, my dear duke, add t«> them v.hnt 
you may think fitting;; I will bear you out in any *!»»*?• 44 

(< Mercy!® said the due do Richelieu to mu in an im 
dertono, (< tho king hun poured forth all his tmrrgy in 
words; ho will Imvo none left to net upon if ho »uri'i?» 
with any resistance,® The marshal knew the well 

(< I doubt not, sire,® replied the due tfo la Vmigny.m, 
<( that the respectful duly of mesdmuen will Ins ready to 
comply with your desires. 11 

(< I trust and believe it will prove mu, H replied dtp long 
hastily, <( I am a good father, and would nut that my 
daughters should give me cause to he angry with thorn 
Lot madamo Adelaide understand, that she Im* lately lout 
a mistaken opinion of me, and that she has an *.pp«.r» 
tunity of repairing her error in the present 
The princosBQH are not ignorant that 1 have often sdmt 
my eyes upon certain affairs— . Enough; they mum imw 
testify their attachment for me, Why should they oppuiw 
the presentation of tho coiMohho} Atm lh?n i M>n, /*,?»,* 
they woro not bo Hcptoamish in tho days of imukuw de 
Pompadour, ® 

At these latter words t could not forbear laugh mg 
La Vnuguyon and do Richelieu left m ami here the mn- 
vorsatlon terminated. 

Tho next morning they brought me a mm from the 
due de la Vnuguyon. Thus it ran: — 


Madams, —Ready la serve you, l wish tn Live tt few w 

vormlion with you. Bo ponuaddd that I will mu m p. Hn yiHtyw 
hut what will be agreeable and useful to you,** 

X instantly answered; — 


You ftro too Koocl a friend for me to rwU i 
undor nay circumBlanoea, and particularly the 
yesterday mam you my eternal regard “ 
ful heart oxpocts you with Impatience,* 


l« xm fm wtMhi 
pftHNM, VOMf k 


My sistordndaw, to whom l showed this eorrewmuid 
enco, said to mo, « This gentleman does not cwno lo w® 

torested »° Ur >r * ht oyo8; mul hl * vWt h xml «Skm> 

What interest can he have to serve? 8 








i. 1. ■!' 
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w Nemo of hiu own, perhaps; but those villainous Jesuits," 

K Don't you liku them, sister of mine?” 

“I liuto nobody.” 

^F. tUi lu Vmiguyon arrived; mid us soon us we were 
alone, lie said to .me, 

“Well, nmdunni, 1 am now on the point of going to 
fifth l your ImUlen. I. have to deal with a redoubtable 
foe,” 

“Do you fear?*’ 

“Why, I am not, over confident; my position is a deli- 
rule one. Mesduinen will perforce obey the orders of the 
king, hut they will not find much pleasure in seeing mo 
the ambassador sent to them: all the Chobieul party will 
vociferate loudly, NeveuhtdoMH, to prove my devotion 
to yon, f brave it all.” 

“You may rely on It that I will never forgot the 
service you are about to render me,” 

tt I have only one favor to ask of you. Authorize me 
to nay to im*»dmmn», that if the pleasures of life distract 
your atumikm from religious duties, your soul is in truth 
fully devoted to our holy religion; and that far from sup* 
polling the philosophers, you will aid, by your influence 
with the king, every measure advantageous to tho society 
of Jesuits.* 1 

Tho hypocritical tone in which this was uttered, al« 
most compelled mo to burnt out into a fit of laughter; 
but the serious posture of my affairs induced me to pro 
nerve my gravity, and l answered in a serious tone, 

K Not only, monsieur le due, do I authorise you to say 
bo much, but I beg you to declare to mesdamca that I 
am already filled with love and respect for the Jesuits, 
and that it will not tie my fault if they do not return 
amongst m. v 

“Ah, you are a treasure of wisdom, " replied the duke, 
kitting my hand with fervor; “arid I am disgusted at the 
way you are calumniated,” 

“ I know no reason for it, for I have never done harm 
to any person. Assure mesdamss that X am sincerely 
grieved that I am not agreeable to them, and would give 
half my life to obtain, not their friendship, of which I 
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do not fool myself worthy, but their imliUVreme, 

also to toll thorn, that at all Hums ! am ut iMr di»p>.rul, 

and boaocch them to consider me iin llu ii* humble imrvaiif.” 

«It ia impossible to behave inure cmmily tlum ym» 
do; and I am confident that mcmlnniM will *«w.ii tltarufti 
their unjust prejudices. Tima, it is well umfofttf**l that 
our friends will bo yours." 

«Ygh, yes, provided they are really mine," 

(< Certainly. I answer for l hem uu l mmvvcr for y»*n, w 
And thus, my friend, did I find mywlf allied Im tbr* 
Jesuitical party. 

The duko commenced Urn attack with madam, bouw, 
the most reasonable of the kin#** duughtvn, Th»* an 
gelic princess, already occupied will* tbr phut* rr»,<ds>isy.» 
which she afterwards put into ewHutmu in Mm Mh'Wistg 
year, contented herself with raying »m»m w«i»U th« 
commotion occasioned by my prm-mu «i \v-r?wiilh>«,, <m»t 
then, ns if her delicacy had feared to t«»m b *.»» mwH a 
subject, she asked the tine do la Vaugnymt, if Um km^ 
ordered her to receive the corn to ww du Harry, 

(< Ycs, madame," replied the duke; "it i« tbft e*pr r«w 
will of his majesty. * 

(( I submit to his wish; the lady may worn when *hc 
wlll.» 


The duke, contented with bin tntoeftM m far, wrnt 
next to madam© Sophie, Thin prim,m» wm m4 tmUm!, 
but subject to attacks of the nerve*, whirls frmn time i«< 
time soured her natural disposition; she had h«r 
of hatted, her fits of love, Tito day when th«? iSnSic' 
talked to her of my presentation she w«« v»ry much pm 
v°ked against me; and after the opening n mvh *4 ihv 
ambassador, Hung in Ids teeth the report *»lf 5 be wpa**. 
ments, which 1 have already told you. Tim dote «.». 
plained to her, and that too without mfk\g imytfting 
unfavorable of madam© Adelaide, and conududod by bog. 
ging her to concede the favor I 
dueled this, by saying, that before »h« gave a %him 
ply she wished to confer with her 
Madamo Victoiro was not more _. v 
princess had amiable qualities, eolid virtue 
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lier loved and respected by the whole court; but she had 
but little will of her own, and allowed herself to be led 
by the Choiseuls; who, to flatter her, told her that she 
alone had inherited the energy of her grandfather, Louis 
XIV. She was advised to display it in this instance, and, 
she would willingly have done so. The comtesse de 
Bercheny, one of her ladies in waiting, was the person 
who urged her on to the greatest resistance. This lady 
did not eeaso to exclaim against me, and to fan the 
flame of displeasure which, but for her, would never have 
appeared. I was informed of the mode adopted by ma- 
damc do Bercheny to injure me. I sent for M. Bertin, 
who was devoted to my service, and begged him to go 
and speak to the lady; he went, and made her undei- 
stand that the king, enraged against her, would expel her 
from Versailles, if she wore not silent; The comtesse de 
Bercheny was alarmed; and under pretence of taking a 
tour, left the court for a month. You will see anon the 
result of all these conferences. 





CHAPTER XIV. 

Tho prlncomcH eminent lu ilia pienmuiUki .In JWy . 

IngouloiiH ni'llflcu employed liy tha kin# * pf'JV!M)i',lf K ■ 4 (fit! 

due do In Vauguynn — Mmliuna du I-hurry"* 5r»«s it.*}** m.# u , „ 
Tho dulco'H reply— The kln#*» toilet- Th* .v.mi tn 

Couplolii eoiu'ornlMg nmd.u.ie «lu )Jmy» I tor A 

dmngii In public opinion — An cvcming puny ..i pie »,i 

llio countoHH — Joy of her partliMn«>~ «t»i jW 

collor ronpoctlng the Indy of the mankind ito Mir n w>u 

T ill 1 ' departure of the conilcMo de Jlr relic uy wua nsi. 
non need to the princeime« In the manner \vm hMyb» 
provoke their regrets, Ntw'erihtdcsss, a ninittr never 
slept at Versailles, a whisper w m quickly cim.Utod is»r«4 v . 
out tho castle, tlmt this midden And unexpwiml jrmrney 
Imd originated in tlm kind's weariiimts of her twnNntinl 
philippics against me; and it was dearly comprehended by 
all, that a similar disgrace would be the portion off i !*.,»* 
who should oilond the monarch whilat wwklng In nrwure 
my humiliation. This show of firm naan wan miffidimi u* 
roprosa tho daring 1 (lights of Uiom wdtoomnituted heralnea, 
whoae courage lasted only whilst the king wm rfl'em. and 

tlon ofT| lb °IH 1 cfun 1 °^ b#fore *‘ie «ll 8 ht«nit 

w!n fJJ , 1 8 ‘ h ® Cfllwl Wta* "I». iw weakened, 

shook t ST t , 11 w “ t0 ° s,r ™* fw «*• l««m 
h»rdv to ,1 1° V ° fi nna ft,llu> ' none *** «ofli> iriil'v 

onto ol“ Z° m P,0U WCm WnBtaU >‘ « 8i "« 

lon *°“ 2f m ° Vl f 01 ™' kf * «M mH 

VauKUyo mXl! T?,' mid uw [U|( . di3 Ul 

£ 

act in conformity to the ‘ * 

There remained now 
to overcome, and tho task 
(108) 
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jmrlhm Ui tin- nloyair*! rank che »n cupied nfc court, My 
pH<«(i(y »♦! hhih *>lm hrl.l Out Inst place limns; and 
hillmtM ihU Vhi sj ceded U» her without 

m**n s lii si|.»s 3y .mure the hand of death hud 
rnnnCr d tv-'ih Uj * 1 *pu‘rn her imalmr, ami lints dmiphiimati 
Jit.-t ,m law. Mir therefor* could only view wtllt 

iiitriiMmrM Urn pncsp* * l of amulmt appearing on llm wlugo 


whoa*? indim-m r would l-w? great, rr Ilian lift#; and wlm 
{su 3 ?a 5 llm young dauphine-stisi rdnmld attain to yen ra of mu» 
nutty) Nutria depiiv* her of all hmiur* 1ml thoHe tints In 
Jnr hitlh, M*ohime Adelaide gifted will* g*«»d wenne, 
MUfthitiiy **8 uttum’i*. nod a llml mill «wmpit*»iitiuiliiiK 
hrarl towards «5I who needed ht>r aid; hot dlttpoMlinil 
waa Imi «he ImvimI dominion, i.ml the least show of 

rral«la»*rr i-<* her vri»hra w«a pain ltd and olTeuuivo l*» her. 
Hhr waa dr irnrmnmd to uphold l hr tint* ilr t-lumaml; and 
my *H« MM manner inward* I hat minimum plainly evinced 
h**w liuto I jdtMttM fflpl tmelhmd In wippnrl her view of 
Them «#fw therefor* neveral remmmt for my 
j»i*f »****»'*» ui ♦•<** St*' i Iwinji wiijdwuwiiil in madam* AdclaiilCi 
\m therefore 4*4 the due do In Vanguvon 
She received his attack with the 
n\ ohtiiiiaey; nil w»* n\ vain, wlm was 
dr, and Urn wwi ftkilfully ctavbttd jilann wore 
in»ufftvmm u> mirmwtmi her rimririMuioe; it wnw there* 
fare n*Hre&i».rf in have recourse to Him clergy, who were 
at Urn 1 lime twmiplwlely Uid hy the Jesuits; each memo 
for of Ihe church, up to Um smtddshup of Maris, w m 
i-allvd wpoo u* interfere, or their mums# were employed 
in default of their f*re#ew ee. U wwi pointed out to 


Again ;U 
direel hi* 


MUcfoittintu 




no 
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pleasure rolntivo to my presentation, limy slmuM 
form to the desire of their father, hy re* rtviug uir 
with every possible murk of cmtrtesy, 

The duo do In Vnuguyon hastened Ih» 
to mo this happy Mate of things; awl my j,.v w** *«* 
grout, that I embraced him with thr viiuorM wattmli, 
assuring him that I should always b><4 up.,)* Mm ««« my 
best friend, and seek to testify my ruga* it m fy<:*v im- 
portunity that fell in my way of forwarding Ho * t»!te$r«(& 
Some days afterwards the king brought >»»*.< a 
ring, worth thirly*six thmiaaml Jivrew 
"You must send this jewel to y*mr g*»»l tfufaud ih» 
duko,* said ho. 


"I dare not,” replied I. M tear ten »i A 

forth liia displeasure." 

«No, no,” cried the king, "'tU n»i «b,> 
court to conKtruu gifts like this into insult *, Um I «u< 
wmh this trifle to bo presented in m lmlir«t-t iuuuma 
and, after having considered a iiuninm, w I b«vw u 4 * 
claimed ho, " I have thought of a clever espiMttani; 
uh put Lliia ring upon the finger of that Chinese 
bofora uh, and give the figure with the ring, 
it moroly an appendage to it Awumliv thr- m >**i di 
tmoated man cannot refuse to accept a chine fi»«* re. 61 

\ ® xl Lo 1 11ed t,,e kln £’» M« «» being u mmi » 

and he immediately fitted the ring upon ift* n« 

of the mandarin, which I attufad to be Hurried to ibe ■ 
do la Vauguyon with the following billti 


fcin!i M n°ffl! ,RU . , l ,mv « bfan my te»5 

kind ofllcoA that 1 owe the oonflrnuittan ef my fa 
a( ymr v ««« 

po«o I Bond you ft little magical %« m , ivhkh/ p 

vo LT P0 r ^ 10 ***** 

youraoif i ft,„ Nuponutlans mm n h fa *. m 
ma do virtue of the charmed pmWLhn *JL 
that I was not it« purohassr la the fom iMt M 
for your accepts** I aboukl eat 

cepton m "aCTrlfkf *7™^ a* 
«** hand S 

fan^ementi Should there bo la it 


i "9l& Bm ys 


i*. «W.l f»W «.&#? |WS 


fa ®fer 
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rt'Kliiw, 5 l»enm*li you hoar \m no ill will for It; for truly, I may 
my, I nhmiin novel* havo summoned couiuko to do Umt which Imn 
ju-.t hrnu dtmo by him whom all imho in loving and «>U<*«i»ing.» 

Thu iliilco nipUml, 

“Your laliun.mi in w.ln.mo; yet ibi maple power, fur from nug. 
iiictitiiitf the wrtiituh df my fettlin^H towards you, would Imvo dimin- 
Inhnl It mi to count of it cm toil! umvtKmy with which my frlundHhip 
could have well «l|ajH*micil ; however, what you nay on the mihjiut 
clonen my lips, i gratefully ucknowtohso the dally favorn bestowed 
mi«»m me from lint minimi howl of whom you apeak; and l m-clve 
with the deepnU tenprct fmhiKM wiili ie>jiel) the p, melons prcwmit 
he dei^Mx to convey to me by you. 1 own that I should have pro- 
feii.ol, to the splendid jewel which bedecked the tinker of your deity, 
n i’hlnene voimlmptol, which ml^ht Indeed have enabled nllmlmlrlntf 
*'» nay, « these two me truly a pair,* Am fur ymirwlf, who 
would folo jm»r for nobody in the mmdllconl pift, 1 thunk you ut 
leant bo the iUumh»K plueo you ie.».J«n me in your recollection, }t w 
M'cmml 1 feel its fell value, ami yon tuny confidently reckon upon 
the disposal of my jtoor credit hh well «« com mate I Him Hutu Inllu- 
«m:e 1 may to Raid to piNkwei lit the cuddle, Adieu, minima©, I tm* 
treat y<>m acceptance of the ©xprer-aion of my tm*L nlncer© mid 
»r«j*fivtful devotion. M 

Thu khijf, having rami M. th U Vnuguymt'H leuer, went 
inimmliatoly Mt diet china nmmif«t?lory 10 imrcltAMct the 
Ml mw mmuluriu iki much covcknl by the duke, mid 
cmiiumI it to tm convoyed lo him with the following 

wofi In; ••>— 

M Mv ins a u t btVKuN *t( ■ You are r kind hearted creature I know, 
end a (groat promoter of dormwdh; harmony; to fain unite the wife 
with the hoabaud, Heaven nn»m that rntch a measure may Indeed 
hr hits about your projwoied felicity 1 However, hy way of furthering 
your nchemea, I wend the Chinese lady, wh<»>« tonnty ! trust will 
not disturb your rwjnwe, f«r„ *pll« of your sanctity, ! know you can 
to «* KrtlUnt a« the real <*f u«, and ptMMlhly this beautiful mandarin 
may prove to las more lovely in your eyca, than in those of the hun« 
hand foe whom eto la declined; led. In t&otor earn eat it e*s, I would 
wish you to to itoitvitood that my Intention i.« not to attempt pay- 
ment im the setoh?e*i rendered me, hut simply to evineo my MUtte of 
their value. There la owe toalde me at. this moment who has given 
me ft Matt tfl transmit to you — > Ymt will mutUy pm who hits Imd 
the AiMhMity to mU»i me Into her servtee upon such an oeejmlom" 
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dislike which sprung tip ugaiiM him in *,f 

his seal for my service. At Ver*u)k\ i) m K , n! rSA \ 
ment was At its height, when it htvmim ^uruily kiiMtvit 
thut I had triumphed over nil mol that j !S y 

presentation wah certainly to ukt; place, In iMp M thl»t 
nil Hi is the desperate odium fell iqnm the due U \\ut. 
£ uyon ’ mul A H ciu ' rwl ndttfJt WAH made* up..,i | lilir 

virtuos, reputation, talents, quality, were mmte || U , 
joct of 1)1 unto and scandal ~.fn a word, ho wa» run down 
. by public opinion. But tins toubn of the rated m,r 
the less struck by the nows of royamvew, whh It mmnUnl 
in thoir cars like tlio fulling of « ilmmter.teoh. 
lho Billy princess do Guvindud, who, with her bm>temd 

m 8*1100 become a lmnkn.pl i,» m , „mm;m 

Inlmm nn nmmrnt, flow wiihuni .(<% i„ i,,..vrv to,. 
tidings of my victory to toe ,l„d„ f w ,| B o Mrol J tl M 

'Z 11 A " «*««*» £L.*V. 

t ° “’ mi Cm ' ""1 ,li '‘> ,lu > v ' 1 « «*» kn «« o . I , 

most aospnii, Site rapnlnsl u. mwlomo Adelaide i*f, ltB 

vl,om 8ho co, .ductal hcwolf |„ , ho Vl«, 1 

ag r?*' „ Tho , l ,,OTr prlncww, i, Hum, lair, i h Z 

ss 

of tho king. fi CM to the Mproai mmmmul 

to ' nBt , Wta '* ««.«- 

in « mftnnor bent £lr k,rtf' ,# 1 “"«< 

French nobility, aakiuv tiwb wivm ** llm 

mov in selecting a mhtrL f™,?”" *" ltei '' 

About this period a t „ng, wh ,'™'J >*ul '»*«*« 

circulated abroad. My enetmfa« i n » greatly, mm 

advantage, but I was fir 1 to **» 

It was successively attributed tn ° t m 

Ms, and I have mysolf mL c,im r «« *« 

himsolf to bo the author- in o.if fo . Uf «•«*> MWHtiod 
%$%who appeared the moft 
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it, and who indeed claimed it for hit* own ~~ the chevalier 
do Homilem. i do not know whether you recollect the 
lint*:; in tpieuliou, I will tmnsicrihe them from memory, 
adding another couplet, which wan only known amongst 
our own particular circle, hut which proves most iucon- 
lestubly the spirit of kindnens with which the tttunxuH 
were composed. 


Uhp, la hermit:) iifklult, 

Kt elminio lout h* muntlc. 

Km vain lu tlMiliMtuiM mu langlt, 

Kt la priMcoiti** mi gnmth*, 

Clmctm Halt qua Wiiimi nuqiilt 
I to I’Ammo tie IVutle, 

Kil iU mIIm m««iu« t«*m» U n t'llmix, 

, lull tv ad re nit junto luminmgol 

Kt Pads, Im Iwti'Ktir fameiix, 

I at! »h*uuMt rnvuntogn 
Mfme mtr kt r«h*e (I«m deux 
Kt Mlitervu lit mrrm / 

Uanw le km m II tin grand nelgnmtr, 

<Jt»*nlln r«t kt favorite ? 
l.‘V«l kt plus Ml« ttti grd tie ctwur 
!>»» maUra tjttl rhaMto. 

C’Vftt la Natl th ret pu m favour 
Kt eVat le vml m&ito. 

Um» tframmasit towm txmiro tel, 

I at rlKNB cal nnlureUe, 

Kllw vi>mlirtll dormer In, kd 
Kt r»'t*« «jw* mm ni«riell»; 

11 faui, jw«tr jtbtlro am |j!m* gram! re I, 
f*»n« wrjpiell dire hello. * 

Thy beauty. wedteatrasss, leads mortal* astray, 

Over hearts, him, how vast ami resistless thy sway. 

* Pram thorn iwt$r* who 'may utatarttiutd this ihatism hi the 
original. and k«tk tuonivvrtuit mmamptmuMily on the following version, 
the tmnatetar torga to shelter hlmmtT under the vmlLfenown obMnrn* 

lion of Lord Otatorfttld, “that everything mtinm by UMUlattou but 
a bUmpt* Those to whom mdi a dilution hi n««ary will 
ho ©ontoattd with the Ma»K»ilk as they cannot get the emwi,*-* Trans. 
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Coabo, duchess, (o Mtinh 1 cease, prhiaM#, u> ravtt 
VomiH sprang from Dm foam of Dm mu wavr, 

AH tho goda pay their homage at her ImmUmtim philim, 
And adorn hoi* an patent, imliulewi, dlvhm! 

To her l’arJH, tho shepherd, nwauled Dm pri*p, 

Sought by Juno (Ho rogal, at id Pallm* Dm wism. 


Who rules o’er hor lord In Dm TiirkMi lAvitf, 

Roignn «inoon of Ida heart, mid e'er hawks in hi* »mUr ) 
’TIh alio, who reupkmdmit, alilumi loveliest of «ll 4 
And beauty holds power In her uwj»lt« ihmU, 

Thou hood not tho clumma thill fSrammtmi may ratu* 
How natural hor anger! how vain her riUprata’ 

’TIh not a mere morlnl our mmimvh ran »h««m 4 
Freo from prldo hi Dm homily Dim off Dm patm, 


Ibis song- wait to ho found in nlmoat ev«?ry \m\ u( 
I ranee, Altho tho last couplet wan generally tmpprh«»«d ( 

Of it an r rv tfl lono tmv<mls nw » {, ‘ mldm 
simile A T \ n ! h ? p Mn * w * h, y nmim * wiih th« 

mplicily evinced by Uio good people u f Era nee, who in 
censuring- tho king's conduct, found malting reprehensible 

Wild ‘Ant""' Omittod 10 ““to W» mbMM torn «k. 

m 2°mrZ s rr,r, hni,w ,,n in *<»«• *>« 

Zl'Z V W ° n,0y “ l,ul K 1 ' «" "•« eitbjeet „[ ,| )e | r 
upol! P " re “ ma ** my mewntaUrm « dwided 

Tho intrigues carried on by those about the nrin™»,*« 

iu * n,m ^y »< 

tho end of tho molth y o?AprVn,r ) o m| T Unl *** 

tho aiat tho king, accord ini/ ,1 7 ‘ l ° n lhl! *** nin K 
presentation for the folfowin^ t c ! lfil0?n ' *u»«*cmn«f#d a 
Plain himself more ^ "f 4ttm “« «■ 

bamuwed, and only wronounomi 168 lmM, » *PI»«wd tm- 
uncertain voice; it Boomed iJ ^ U ftm ? fn a Jow M»d 
authority was insuffldont to lupplrt him ° WB 

wo. This I did not l onra mi r, e ui. ® 

ww r aw hoar It, I t00k mB Uma 
.Qp||ipn npon R freely to his 
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On tho next clay, the a ad, f wan nnlcriy engrossed with 
my dress : it w«« Urn tuoul important era of my life, and 
I would not have appeared nit it to any disadvantage. A 
few days previmmly, the king lmd went me, by the crown 
jeweller, lloemer, n net of diamonds, valued at 150,000 
livreH, of which he begged my acceptance. Delighted 
with ho munificent a present I net about the dulioH of the 
toilet with a steal and desire of pleasing which the im- 
portance of the occasion well excused, I will spare you 
Die description of my dress ; were I writing to a woman 
l would go into all these details; hut as I know they 
would not he to your taste, I will puns all these uninter- 
esting particulars over in silence, and proceed to more 
important matter, 

Paris and Versailles were filled with various reports. 
Thro'mii the city, within, without the castle, nil manner 
of questions were asked, ns tho* Urn monarchy itself was 
in danger. Couriers were dispatched every instant with 
fresh tidings of the great event which was going on. A 
stranger who lmd observed the general agitation would 
easily have remarked the contrast between the rage and 
consternation of my enemies and the joy of my partisans, 
who crowded in numbers to the different avenues of the 
palace, in order to feast their eyes upon the pageantry 
of my triumphal visit to court. 

Nothing could surpass the impatience with which I 
was expected; hundreds were counting the. minutes, whilst 
I, under the care of my hairdresser and robeumker, was 
insensible to the rapid flight of time, which had already 
carried m beyond the hour appointed for my appearance. 
The king himself was a prey to an unusual uneasiness; 
the day appeared to him interminable; and the eagerness 
with which he awaited me made my delay still more ap- 
parent. A thousand conjectures were afloat as to the 
cause of it. Some asserted that my presentation had 
been deferred for llie present, and, in all probability, 
would never take place ; that the princesses had opposed 
it in the moat decided manner, and had refused upon any 
pretense whatever to admit me to their presence. All 
these suppositions charmed my enemies, and filled them 
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with hopes which their leaders, toller inhumed, did n,,{ 
partake. 

Meanwhile the kind's yewthnommi imirmuul; to kept 
continually approaching the window t.i oh wive wtot w*» 
goto}? on in the court-yard of the ensile, and .wrnug \Um 
no symptoms of my equipage being in atumdam *% Vr K « {| 
to loso both temper and patience. It ha* been rt-aisrHrd, 
that ho gave orders to have the pnrwuMtitm put ».ff utl 
a future period, and that tlm dm* do KMieJirn |.n«ttird 
my mtric by force; tlim k partly trim and pauSy I«U** 
Whilst In ignorance of the real amm of my tomg '«** Mr. 
tbo king Bald to the first gentleman of the rlmmtor, 

‘'You will see that this poor ymintw ha* nmi with 
some accident, or else that her joy ha* torn ntuvb 
01 her, anti made her too ill to attend our r«.«uri toobiy 
f that bo the case, it is my ple umre that tor \ t rwni*- 
tlon should not bo delayed beyond tcMuurow, " 

aro®baohii r o °» 1i0d tlUke ' ***”' " w,w,y ‘ a 

Tlioso words, but Imlf iindtmttal, ware muwrly . 
up, «nd interpreted tlieir own way by ih,,» »|„. w *‘.„ 

Tin nnyii,i,, ‘i ,h *s "• i « hi «•»' •« !i *v 

At length I appeared; nnd never bad t been mom 

who fU deel" I i P | l it mnM ' 1 WM a,,, ' 1 "«' 5 ' 1 >»y »™lm-.tl, er 

see herwlt a hit or in such pomp and ...bn,).., r L 
pilncoasoa received mo most cmirienuslv dm a i ,» 

CiT ‘ ” iM ';fv ha "«> *-* «■«* r„,« 

welcomed nw nrr v wt ! K 7? !* W " h w!,is »* 
spectators, especially* to tbo T,T ? '* "“•* « * ! - 

oeeeeewo Idnot L neTot 7 " f T,w I**’** 1 

f» ■> «» * 

they hastened to raise , 
the sn.no time in tbo most ,r,cj. Jnw 
But my firroateat triumph w « W i 
Peared before him i„ all my 1 y *7, 

t:zzr no \ to 1,0 ™i«u,Ht« rn u„v ( 

■SS ‘^potuoua love which h« jui*- * 
tokened the previous ovLny 7 r 


to m* m. 
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without: the least effort on Ida part to prevent it. I told 
film that I wmiHure hits gallantry would not allow him to 
net In thin manner; and we hud laid a bet on the 
mutter. Ah noon itx 1 upprouehed him, and he took my 
lmnd to prevent me, uh I began to stoop before him, 
w You lmve lost, sire, *' wud I to him. 

'< l low \h it possible to preserve my dignity in the 
presence of ho many graven ? M was his reply, 

Them* gracious words of Ids majesty were, heard by all 
mound him. My enemies were wofully chagrined; but 
what perfected their annihilation was the palpable lie 
which my uppeamnee gave to their false nsserlioiiH. 
They Imd blazoned forth everywhere that my mannm'H 
worn those of a housemaid; that l was absurd and un- 
ladylike in my conduct; and that it was only requisite to 
have a glimpse of me to recognize both the baseness of 
my extraction, and the claw of widely in which my life 
had been hitherto spent. 

Hut t showed manners no easy and so elegant that the 
people norm shook off their preconceived prejudice against 
me. I heard my demeanor lauded as greatly as my 
charms and the splendor of my attire. Nothing could he 
more ngreexhta to me. In a word, 1 obtained complete 
Humw, and thenceforward learnt experimentally how 
much the exterior and a noble carriage add to the con* 
^deration In which a person is held, l have seen indi- 
viduals of high rank and proud behavior who curried no 
Influence in their looks, because their features were plain 
and common placet whilst perform of low station, whose 
face was gifted with natural dignity, had only to show 
themselves to attract the respect of the multitude. 

Nothing a limit me bmpoto that I was sprung from ft 
vulgar stock, and thus scandal of that kind ceased from 
the day of my presentation ; and public opinion having 
done ran justice in this particular, slander was compelled 
to seek for food elsewhere. 

That evening I had ft large circle at my house. The 
chancellor, the btabop of Orleans, M. do Saint*Plorent!n, 
M. Berlin, the prince do Sonblse, the dues de Richelieu, de 
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last did not hesitate to tome to spy out all tlmt passed 
in my apartments, that ho might go ami spread it almmd, 
augmented by a thousand nmlichms lommenuWea, l 
had also M. do Snrtinca, my bi’otherdiiduw, etc Tin* dm- 
do la Vauguyon alone watt absent, I knew Urhnrhand 
that ho would not come, and that it was tt Kwriftro whit h 
ho thought himself compelled to make to the i«M, Tim 
ladies wove mesdames do Hearn and d'AMgny, with my 
sistcrs-in-law. Amongst the ladles presented they were 
tho only ones with whom I had formed any intimmy; m 
for tho rest I wan ahvay» the "humble creator**/ of 
whom they would not hear on any account. 

The king, on entering, embraced me before the whole 
party, (< Ycm are a charming creature, M said he to me, 
«and tho brilliancy of your beauty has to-day reminded 
mo of the device of my glorious ancestor M 

This wftH a flattering commenceiitem; the rest ,.f the 
company chimed In with their master, and each tried to 
toko the first part in the chorus, The due. d’Avim even 
alkcd of my grace of manner. “Alt, sir/ *wdd l to him, 

. \ flV0 ^ llmo 10 it from Mmramtind to the 
reigning king, » 


Ihis nllusion whh bitter, and did not oscajm the duke 
wlio turned pale in spite of his presence of mind, on hndhig 

iLlAr.t n n m0 V ,Ui miKlkhm repartee which he had 

IZltW nl^,- k nff , W l0n tnlki " (r 0t n " ,,lwtl wl,l,;h 1 

aho«cly mentioned to yon. The cb.HK.ltor *1,1 me, 
You have produced a great effect, but e.w«kl|v 
havo you triumphed over the cabal by the nobility It 

y™ r „rr,::! 

L . lopriv , ocl t Of onis of in greatest engines of 
Thoy imagined then,” ,nld I to him, "that I m„|<l 

"aTZv” k /T T m T' nMmt ™ - 

they havo sot vn l ° flB<I y °" l ® r " or ‘ ml a "'> « 



Tf: J/ 1 ’ t, '“ t ‘ ll<! y havo ooconto 

hat th.v W . / “ P “V “dopt 
nat thoy Invented last nltrht. » 
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“Were you iiot fearful ? ” inquired the king. 

“Forgive me, sire,” I answered, “when I say that I 
feared lest I should not please your majesty; and I was 
excessively desirous of convincing mesdames of my re- 
spectful attachment.” 

This reply was pronounced to he fitting and elegant, 
altlio' I had not in any way prepared it. The fact is, that 
I was in great apprehension lest I should displease the 
king's daughters; and I dreaded lest they should mani- 
fest too openly the little friendship which they had 
towards me. Fortunately all passed off to a miracle, and 
my good star did not burn dimly in this decisive circum- 
stance. 

Amongst those who rejoiced at my triumph I cannot 
forget the due d’Aiguillon. During the whole of the day 
he was in the greatest agitation. His future destiny was, 
in a measure, attached to my fortune; he knew that his 
whole existence depended on mine ; and he expected from 
me powerful support to defend him against the pack of 
his enemies, who were yelping open-mouthed against him. 
He stood in need of all his strength of mind and equa- 
nimity to conceal the disquietude and perplexity iby which 
he was internally agitated. 

The comte Jean also participated in this great joy. His 
situation at court was not less doubtful; he had no longer 
reason to blush for his alliance with me, and could now 
form, without excess of presumption, the most brilliant 
hopes of the splendor of his house. His son, the vicomte 
Adolphe, was destined to high fortune; and I assure you 
that I deeply regretted when a violent and premature 
death took him away from his family. My presentation 
permitted his father to realize the chimera which he had 
pursued with so much perseverance. He flattered himself 
in taking part with me. I did not forget him in the dis- 
tribution of my rewards; and the king’s purse was to him 
a source into which he frequently dipped with both hands. 

The next day I had a visit from the chancellor. 

* Now,” said he, “you are at the height of your wishes, 
and we must arrange matters, that the king shall find 
perpetual and varied amusements with you. He does not 
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Hko largo pardon; a small divle j» rtmugh iVr lm«s; thmt 
he is at his ease, and likes to see shr .» ; tmn 
him. If you follow my advice y.m will Imv* Sou i rw 
foinnlen about you, and Helm that fi,\v wish dim-n-mm’itt." 

(< IIow can I choose them at all when I are «.« vr»y 
few?>5 was my reply. «1 have m |fH.itivr mumm'y 
with any court lady; mid nni<.ii K «t ihr utmtlwr I »h»»M 
bo at a loss to select any one whom I wmrhl w««h U 
associate with in preference to jumihor." 

"Oh, do not let that disturb you/ he replied; “Utey 
leave you alone now. bccmine cadi i* foiem mi >,s^ r v» 
lag what others may do; but na mm m any cm*? B^tll 
pay you a visit, the others will run H * im i altar vmi 
as did the sheep of Panurge. I am graaily deveivp*! ,t 
tlioy are no very desirous that mm of thorn »ha!l ibvnir 

horaolf, and mate the Am .huh. lb.i limy 

by her pnlonded fm.lt, I know whu will |J1 

kin 1 71 tlm m " rici| "" e *>® MfrefM. «w 

no to ir" 1 ri °'“' 0t mmUme •»* 

77° , be “ *' ""‘ 1 lh “ t '"W MU#, the Hriem 
comtestto du Barry. u 

“Good heaven,” I •xolalmad, “how .felbhlwt 

on.ldJ'“ V ° lh0 M#nd,hi P 0t tlli9 l*.dv, W b,« 
amiable maanera tiro bo (treat ly ml ted „f « 

s rs* irv ; 

°£ the king’s female frlJtL » V ** lhe 

'J:„xv!r“u::r.st:r" 

ly; ..hr »i. J? *" 

como first of tho party, She | 1M " **" 

of mo oonoerninff a 8U | t a | 10 ,, M , h , , 

hy the clrcumatanco. to coma ta „„ 

81,0 '• "at over fond ^f' 

1 n "* ut »'•«. bocauaa I 
flgroQftblo air 


iy\m of 
mrtjessly 




OHAPTKR XV. 


'i'hf ilt* In Mm. h«’. a jivIums of the -Miuliuaa do beau- 
v ,,h’. hl« inl»ir*‘»ii Mmhimo tin Parry nu»j»hdn« t«i the prince do 
of Urn piiniT«w do IhumitfnfaM Tim king iimnokfl the 
CMUUle»4 lm thh- Tim die- do ClH.i«md—The king Mpeukn to 
him of imt'lmim tin Usury VmUmIio writ™ to her -The opin- 
ions of Kin holimi end Urn khut C"iw«rithig Volt Aire. 


A monuht those personages who emits to compliment me 
on Hus evening of my prmamUitiim wmt M. the comle 
d« lu Miuvhe, amt of the prince tin Conti, and eonse- 
qtienUy prince of the hlootl. Hit hud long been devoted 
to the will “f Louk XV. An noon an his most serene 
highm^ hml wind of my favor ho hastened to add to Urn 
mm\mr of my court; and I leave you to iimiRiim how 
greatly l win* fluttered at seeing it augmented by ho 
august a jtrinoiMKO. 

This conquest \v«m most valuable in my eyes, for I 
l hurt proved to the world, that by attracting the kittR to 
mo I did not lm\nln him from the whok of Ida family. 
H in very true that for home lima the vomits debt Marche 
j m d been out of favor with the public, by reason of his 
over complaisance towards the ministers of the kings 
pleasure; but he was not the tern a prince of the blood, 
and at VersMtUks this rank compensated for almost every 
fault. He was a lively man, moreover, Ida society was 
agreeable, and the title he bore re Heeled his distinction 
amongst a crowd of courtiers. I felt, therefore, that I 
ought' to consider myself as very fortunate that he 
deigned to visit me, and accordingly received him with 
ail iM civility I could display; and the welcome recep- 
tion which he always experienced drew him frequently to 

1,1 The friendship with which he honored me was not 
qptMttble to my and they tried, by every possi- 
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bio means to Heduce him from me. They K „t \ m WiXl 
relations lo talk to him about k; hi* inunua* tu r tu U 
renHon with him; the females whom he m»>.! admin-, t i,, 
cliasuntio him from It. Thi'ie \v«?< mi 0| „< 
lnttor who did not tmy in injure me in \m r«ii»miun 
by saying- that ho dishonored himwly by no ^p.-mnUme 
with me. There won amount other* * ^ 

Bomivoir, tho issue of n petty nubility, wlmm he s , 4 »d 

! 11 T'“ 0 M»W. •Illio’ <** w*« mm, J , , 

7 lnod over by the Cliotoul*. «h«* made 
Mncornhiff mo to the prince of M rldhmlm.* a. ttrt «nr* 
that ho said to her Impatiently; "l 4 faith mv * 

in tho oyca of the world every woman who Jive* ^,sV « 

man who la not her lumlmiul is « j tl * 

ft mania wibo to choose the lowltai he r«n tm\- mu \ SM 
b w fty the king is at »" moment 
than any of his tuibjccts." 

Only imagine wlmt a rage thm put the merman ,|* 

firs-tsis; 

»s 2 *-' 71 -™ : 

! W1 , f n# * wlmt ">« 

ymiry izsi :: tsEz 'XT' 

:fz r:r z * K-K.r. 

Qrnmmont and do GuoindIX* ” l " d “ l 

I Salnod In £,£ 0 nT°J s J' ow «» ™"' k 

made to obtain possession ot nZiT* S' '!"* H '“ Ms 
to show it to tho kinir* anA t ,.?* r ‘ % talmtitoi* wm 

him at tho .Ut vlaU llotll , " T‘ «<" “ *<> 

Shiff up Ills shoulders, aswsa Z," ul.T' 1 1,1 s, "™<S' 
to mo, ’ w " 8 hl# u »»l ctwom, h« Mid 

Thoy h try ‘tolJS? y^™ w™' 3 

succeed. I receive \u n ” ftVery ***** but iht 
felffnod „. n ,c B| |„ tll6 ™ 
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Such Hlttmlm'rt might nut to annoy you: in tho days of 
tmulmno tin I'mnpmlour, the mum? thing was clone. The 
Hume nchcmcs were tried to ruin inmiume do Chateau- 
roux. Whenever l have been Kunpcctcd of any tenderness 
towanlM a purticulur female, every species of Intrigue linn 
been imituutly put in requisition. Moreover, M ho contin- 
ued, M nmduum de (Irmumont attacks you with too much 
obstinacy not in make me believe but that «ho would cm- 
ploy all possible menus to attain her end.** 
w Ah, M I exclaimed, "because wins Huh participated In 
your friendship yon are ready to support her.*' 

"Do not nay no in a lund lone,** Im replied laughingly; 
"her joy would know no bounds if aim could believe it 
was in her power to inspire you with jealousy,** 

“Hut,* T said, “that insolent Uuemditde; has she also 
to plume hrmdf on your favors a n an excuse for over- 
powering me with her hatred, and for tearing me to 
pieces in the way she does?** 

**Nu, M was the king’s answer; "she in wrong, and I 
will desire her father-in-law to »ay mo," 

"And l will come to an explanation with the prince do 
.Hmtbise cm this point; and we will see whether or not l 
will allow myself to have my throat cut like an unre- 
sisting sheep." 

I did not fail to keep my word, The prince do Hon bine 
came the next morning; chance on that day induced him 
to bo extraordinarily gallant towards me; never had he 
praised me so openly, or with m much exaggeration. I 
Allowed him to go on ; but when at length he had finished 
his panegyric, H Monsieur It? imtrtkhtd,** wdd I to hint, 
"you are overflowing with kmdncM towards me, and 1 
wish that all the members of your family would treat me 
with the tunnn Indulgence, 19 

Like a real courtier be pretended not to understand 
me, and made no reply, hoping, no doubt, that the 
warmth of conversation would lead me to some other 
subject; but this one occupied me too fully to allow me 
to divert my attention from it; and, seeing that he con- 
tinued silent, I continued : ■ Far from treating me m well 
an you do, mtdame your daughter-in-law behaves towards 
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mo Hko n declared enemy; slm i, y 4 jj te ,, 3|!S rtf - 

provocation, and at Inal will mi ml, that l »h«!l ii m | luy . 
self compollcd lo ■(nigglo her will. 

You inurt 1)0 a courtier, yon i limit hate* u- rn t*t jj» r 
proHonco of a king who h flattered hum lu 

night in all Ida cnprlcea, to npprwUie ihv 
in which my direct uttnek. pluml t!,„ 

whic h" Im " P ° l ?l "" r < l<!««Wry 

loaourco of offitiuM dignity, r «lria.w I„m 

2™* to? ii >° ™«iuh .i„ ch,„,vZ Lt::; 

c 10 flio,ul i came, to Ida iwaimanw, Tlw k m .* , > m t \ w 

b Cll.r' 1 "} 1 jU! " WlM > l 

iTmont or I ;,„h ' vv ' d . ^ rwmh ‘ 

srvttri f* 

«"r.«ai d a * ; h,di ,,n - h*. ,.i, 

»2.i **“S? til TTi *■ •».«. 

y° m »Et X-iEr £& S T wL 

enst on monairntr i 0 mBr . , P B ll ‘, 1 h f e m to 

heart, the least rojponilb ltv "rl\T< ‘ wil " " !1 ,,l »' 

whl <* I oamplal,t7 ! , y vl9 h l V : !! U ’ B 

re 8tot I experienced nt n L Z , evd “ l « Wm the 
h,s family Hko him- thin k f U lh ® ««wb»ri of 

-WiataSvi-'i'fi; 

“You uro,» im| d j,! 7J'" lL 
court, you 
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lutvo not all tins deformtco and reaped toward*! mo which 
they own to their father; and l often am pained to nee 
them art in a manner entirely opposite to my deni res, 
however openly munifoaled. If my daughter doe« not 
love you, it in to me, most probably, tlmt you must look 
for the and w/tnv/fltr : it in because I love you bo 
much that, n!ig ifi nguinut you. I have committed an 
error in praising you before her, and her jealousy wan 
not proof against H. M 

* That h very amiable in you," said I; •and now what- 
ever may Im my feeling** against the princesses do Hue* 
mt-m'Us I will endeavor to diMHcmblo It out of regard for 
you; and, i a^um you, that however little eonHide, ration 
your daughter-in-law may leatlfy toward** me, 1 will «how 
her a fair aide: endeavor to make peace between mi. I 
only ask to be let alone, for I do not seek to become the 
enemy of any person.” 

Altho* M, do Moubiras *mid that he had no influence over 
the princesses do tiiuumhtfh?, I learned, MtbMmjmmtly, tlmt 
the day after thin scene 1m testified to the, (luemdinJo «onu; 
feai'H as to Ida future destiny ut court. He begged her 
not to oppose herwlf to me; to be silent with respect to 
me, and to keep herself somewhat in the shade if she 
would not make mm\v> advances towards me. His daughter* 
in law, whose arrogance equalled her dissipation and due 
solute maimers, replied, that she was too much above a 
woman of my wort to fear or care for me; tlmt my reign 
at the chateau would Ik* but brief, whilst hers would only 
terminate with her life: that she would never consent to 
an act of weakness that would be derogatory to her 
character and rank. In vain did the prince try to soften 
her, mid make her consider that my influence over the 
king w m immense: be preached to the desert, and was 
compelled to abandon Ida purpose without getting any 
thing by hiss endeavors, 

I now return to my conversation with him. During 
Iho lime it lasted Urn king did not coa m talking to Chon, 
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kind of n quarrel. He returned tu his me m f rM||l tt f 

tho fl«d when wo were «hme, ««id t«, nw 

7r 0U l "' V0 , been V0I >' to the I, ,1 

and I suffered for him.* 

“You arc an excellent Wend; and, m. dtniM, |i j* 
affection you bear to M. do Kaubiea whirl. mat,™ v , m 
behave «o harshly to mo, Cm I not, wltlumt di»,d..u«„ K 
you, defend myself when I nm attachetl } ** 

( I did not nay ho; hut in it nocowutry thwl he must he 

rcapotmiblo for tho folUeft of hiw relations?" 

In truth, Biro, ho much the mm for the f rt ti, pr w \ m 
cannot make his children respect him, If tho ntar&hal 

s;,"' " ,bfc - »• 

tho P 8Uonco°nf U T ''T Um mwr< '- ' fmmi1 ,hh 

" ,17°“" 1,0 I < 1 Wll » "ever under ..inch ml 

“ nIw ' r 't Wu9h - ttntl «<w uM In me 
into (i| iemdudn 

not moddlo, I have power enough la 

‘yZ'ZTIZ XX emor lL mm « £■ 
#v ho srss ° f ■* » 

SSSW^HSK 

struggle against tho kbig of Prl ,« I* t,mM m<hM 

Germany unltod, than aralnat hri- cm ' ,en ' r ut 

the chfttoau. In a word M# , 0r f<Hlr of 

tbstho decided on "the' greateet°net of' 

ZoTrV" f «vor Ht was, to 
tlon of the duo de Cholsoul In all 
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'I'he credit of this minister wan immense, and this 
credit wnu bawd on four powerful nuxiliarton; namely, 
Mm parliament, the philosophers, the litmi/t, and 
the women. Tim high magistracy found in him 
u public and private protector. The parliumonU had 
themselves a great many elieniw, and their voices, given to 
the due do t'hnhaml, gave him great power in the dif- 
ferent provinces. The philosophers, ranged tinder the 
banner of Voltaire, who wmt their god, and of d'Alem- 
bert, their patriarch, knew all Ida Inclination# for them, 
and knew how far they might rely on bin support in all 
attempts which they made to weaken Urn power of the 
clergy, and to dimimdi dm gigantic riehea which had 
been auuewd by prelates and momuneries. Thu writers 
were equally devoted to hint: they progressed with the 
age, and »m on all widen they essayed to effect important 
reforms, it was natural that they should rally about him 
in whose hands wan dm jwnver of their operation:*. 

The ladies admired Ida gallantry; in fact, the due de 
t'hoiweul wan a man who understood marvellously well 
how to combine aerlmm labors with pleasure. I wan, per- 
haps, the only woman of the court whom he would not 
love, and yet 1 was not the leant agreeable nor the most 
ugly, It was very natural for them to esaU hht merit 
and take him motor their csjtecisd protection. Thus 
wm ha supported in every (pmrter by them; they boasted 
of Ida measures, and by dint of repealing In the ears 
of every body that M, tto Choteenl was a minister /nr 
txtttttHitt and the support r*f monarchy, they had con- 
trived to persuade dmrnwlvett of dm truth of their me 
anriion, In fad., if Franco found hctmdf freed from 
the Jesuits, it wm to the due de Choiseul that thin w m 
owing, and this paramount benefit assured to him uni* 
versa! gratitude, 

The king was fully awara of this unanimity of public 
opinion in favor of bin minister. Hu was, besides, per- 
suaded, that in arranging the /of// dc /rari/Ar, and con- 
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ment to him whs incumbent, it ml rested mi m.JM 
tioiiH, If, at ft subsequent poriwl, he dbmi»,»rd hu.. ( i« Wrt * 
because ho won deceived by u uluuimful inoiyit» which 
it will cost mo pnln to develop u. you, l„a„ w I ,. Hik 

by far too much a lending part in It, which nnw i- 4 «wr« 
mo tho dcopoflt regret. 

Now, by (lie mil o f my proienUllmi. Out dm: il« i 
would bo ctmipollcd lo mtwl me mint. which w„»|,l render 
our mutual altuntlon very dtagrewbk. u» ihl* 

ill W " ff ® a "7 wcon «il» »ml would have hud ru. 
dimoulty In c/recllng bin wishes Imd he r.nly had ih» re 

“tr, 0 ? 0 ",’ i ”, i " lcr wa *" "If «* *~r vZ 

ho bad m much , innuom:o ow l"»f IwkImmI, ami hr,,.!,., 
sno kd too much good mnm ia stnigglr. tho 

wishes of the king: but the duehm* u? Cru,,mt U wZ 

horo, and tliia haughty and imprimis (burn had #„ ,,,rai 

Httlo oZ ™° y M W ' hBr ***”• »«<> '-Have,, 

CK "°“ re, " HS w#rB d -'- 

JSST, h T d - ‘«uhl um. «hb 
x?. did not natter l,r v 7 "" '**• ri ™' i-mh. 
Prodlffy/ but ho hold . "7^ U "“ ha , Ihh 

his minister. It was to ihL Vt | * over 

that ho first addressed him V ° Choliau, « lh*r»f*»w, 
husband and wife before |m f lhw 

Blstor. Tho next morninjr aLf ! W 1 h ® ratable 
prineo do Soubiso, ho profited bv^n TT m * Uh #w l,m 
duko requested at m unuwaM. mdl ™ m »*« 
negotiation of a Lv vuT \ U ? ttr 10 *«Uwluo« i.hii 
of this scono arc tho mom Thhr^ d0toite 1 uim V m 
thorn to mo still warm lmm«ru ( # m lSm jpiv# 

had torminatod, R ^ ^ amvtnuttton 

seeking to dh^h^ > |,|J| a ^ -^ e * n e J tnalut, ^ J i tiw king, 
tho duko, smiling, ry m*id to 

«»Ua do Choisout, I have farmad 
n most delightful soolotyl thT mmt 

Lm ? 0I1 f S i! d0r thora ^vos highly favored 
them to those evenino- mnuf. Wvor#d ' « I 
,n * P® Pt ‘ M bo ueetssaary 
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infill. I hco with pain that you imvo never yet anted 
me to admit you there, u 

“Hire," replied the duke, w the multiplicity of the 
lultora with which your majesty has charged me, scarcely 
allows me time fur my pleasures. ” 

M 01i, you are not m fully occupied hut that you have 
Hlill Nome time to spend with the ladies, and I think 
that I mied ti* meet you frequently at the marquise de 
I’ompatlourVi. '* 

w S>re, aim wuh my friend.” 

“Well, am! why, itt not the emnleuHO du Harry? Who 
haw put it into your head that aim was oppoatul to you? 
You do not know her; aha is an excellent woman: not 
only hu« she m* dislike to ymi, hut even desires nothing 
umro than to he rut good leriUM with you.” 

M l must believe wo wince your majesty assures me of 
it; hut, wire, the vast business with width 1 am over* 
whelmed M 

w Iw not a atifhemg plea; 1 do not allow that without a 
wpeeial motive, you should declare yourself against a per* 
won whom t honor with my protection. As you do not 
know her, and cannot have any thing to urge against 
her but prejudices founded on fatso rtinmri and Bcaiulal* 
out* fabrications, l engage y»»« to mip with me At her 
apartments lids evening, and 1 flatter myself that when 
1 vviidt it you will not coin a parcel of reasons in oppo* 
wition to my dewire,*' 

w 1 know the nhedieme that i« duo to your majesty,” 
sudd da ChnhtPul, laming low, 

M Well, then, do fir»t from duty what I flatter myself 
you will afterwards do from inclination, Due de Choi- 
a«ul, do not allow younwlf to he influenced hy advice 
that will prove injurious to you, What I ask cannot 
ctompremi.se you; hut l should wish that with you all 
should bo quiet, that no one should struggle against me, 
and that too with the air of contending against a per* 
son*® station. Do not reply, you know perfectly what I 
would my, and I know what belongs to myself.” 

Here the con versa if cm terminated. The due d© Choi- 
#eo.l did not become my friend any the more, but be* 
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liavcd towards mo with nil tint* consideratem, He n*rd 
grace and finesse In hin proceed mgs, wiihtmt tmnghng 
with It anything Approaching to unmannm. Hr neves 
Allowed himself, whatever has been said, to iUn in 
my face any of those epigrams width \mhUv malignity 
has attributed to him. Perhaps like many other |*rr*mi'» 
in the world, ho haw said many pUrtutantrta* *4 mv wlmh 
have boon reported ah wild in my presence, Imt I rrpaa! 
that ho never uttered in my wvtoty a nitigfo w*,rd wish 
which I had cause to I m offended. 

At this juncture l received n bi\w wf which I had Urn 
folly to bo proud, nltho 1 u llulo reihvihm »hnM h nr 
made mo think that my uituuiion alone Inspired tt us 
was from M. do Voltaire. This great K < n„.» v.,* u #ll rt 
courtier. Whether 1m loved Urn pmtrtikm %\ w 
or whether ho thought it iweewwry to kitii, h» w>«» » •,,»»• 
stnntly aiming, from his youth upward*, at MhPmnog the 
countenance of per. sons belonging p. n high rantt. width 
mado him servile and ndulntory whilst they wvu> m 
power, and full of grimace towards them when the wind 
favor ceased to swell their mII«. It was in UtU way that 
mead nines do Chatuuroux and do Vvm^Unr had had 
lls homngo. Ifo Imtl lung llioir . pniwt, t ,,„ Wi 

‘“.“Iff, ! 10 for ff ot ">«• Vrni will rw.ll 1,. 0,., 

lottor which ho wrote to U.o duo d'Algulll,,,. ,,, 

uYu p “ try ‘ ( > w A AW /vw» 

not Wo Tn '"I" 8 , eom|K,8l,tl "* l,,lt '!»*» ><««M «i*.l 

tabi , lUrCC,ly ,B nm ' "“-="K Iwmi. .... 

o£d to w'Hf °r t,U W "“ increMl "ff. »>« Ihanglit » 

*s* »*. ,» ffaajxs'a.'!: 

=«ssSS fif:r " , “''~ 



COMTESSE DU BARRY 


* 3 * 


«I am tlie bearer, » he said, in a low voice, «of a secret 
and important communication, which I have been en- 
treated to deliver after five or six hundred cautions at 
least: it is a defection from the enemy’s camp, and not 
the least in value.* 

Fully occupied by my quarrel with the ladies of the 
court, I imagined that he had brought me a message of 
peace from some great lady; and, full of this idea, I 
ashed him in haste the name of her whose friendship I 
had acquired. 

“Good,® said he, « it is about a lady, is it? It is from 
a personage fully as important, a giant in power, whose 
words resound from one extremity of Europe to another, 
and whom the Choiseuls believe their own entirely. » 

(< It is M. de Voltaire, * I said. 

« Exactly so: your perspicacity has made you guess it.* 

(< But what does he want with me?* 

<{ To be at peace with you; to range himself under your 
banner, secretly at first, but af ter wards openly.* 

(< Is he then afraid openly to evince himself my friend ? * 
I replied, in a tone of some pique. 

<( Rather so, and yet you must not feel offended at 
that. The situation of this sarcastic and talented old man 
is very peculiar; his unquiet petulance incessantly gives 
birth to fresh perils. He, of necessity, nmst make friends 
in every quarter, left and right, in France and foreign 
countries. The necessary consequence is, that he cannot 
follow a straight path. The Choiseuls have served him 
with perfect zeal: do not be astonished if he abandon 
them when they can no longer serve him. If they fall, 
he will bid them good evening, and will sport your 
cockade openly.* 

<( But, * I replied, <( this is a villainous character. * 

<( Ah, I do not pretend to introduce to you an Aristides 
or an Epaminondas, or any other soul of similar stamp, 
He is a man of letters, full of wit, a deep thinker, a 
superior genius, and our reputations are in his hands. 
If he flatters us, posterity will know it; if he laughs at 
us, it will know it also. I counsel you therefore to use 
him well, if you would have him behave so towards you,* 



133 


MEMOIRS OF j ICANN 1C VAPinClvNlKK 

W I will not conformably u. ymir mlvhv.* M |,j \ tri iU „ 
mitrddmlj «ut tins Kiune Ihttc l »wrt !m v ,m th a I f rrtr 
him like a firebrand/ 

“J, like you, think that lln-m k in Ms.. n( 

he Inform, I .tone: he hum, ym( J 

Bu now. to thl. letter; y„„ will he ,„ 1V !, 

1 I™-.;:,,':.:;::;: 

atafc h u«i h#lf ' 10 °t Iw 

hlnk that you „re Inionmml in ’ 

« hn done altould he made ,* * f * ' 

° oxoiciHo upon you the virulence „f hi. „„ . “ 

^ ,v - 

to myaolf, “H 0 <| M „ not^ll'tl" li U " 1 "‘" l 11 l‘ revi *"'*ly 

lw "tided, «and aceuatM him of IwvIn^MIe' " W0< “ 
nrnl perhaps you will In thin V ‘ ' rip nmi, 

which may dhplmo him « W * r " m * "P™*" 

klngHT 1 1 PUt 11,6 0t,l ’ UB ta *r P-efco.1. «)»» the 

agitated ? ” tll# y ° U ““"f »M K “you 

pr °" 3 ;£iH? 8 h? p "r ‘ h «‘ 

"gnlnat him jT** 11 ? I,w « 5™ 

«ay t. W& h « h . M , «• wv«,i .« 

not como and prostrate hlmsiTf !T “7 U,at h# 

«Ah» snici >7 u my (ml.** 

duo d'AIgptliion, «ho 1 pe„ r |s"rin , T l ,"' f " ,B to,,w 1,1 »•« 
you, that i« bettor tba'i ball * «o'|uelrle* toward, 
do not place too mUoh «„ (! L! B ror ^ l ? 1 e f *>*». But 
the chamber: he might everv^i ” Plenum ®( 
pliMII nuioh whether ho win' «,« 1 H two i#jd§g* mid 
liiliiiiohfli&rn *i« a f 0| , you wtoa b© wtnoM 
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t'ttrlutnly Richelieu hud u #ood opportunity of under* 
Inking' the defence of his iHustrioua friend. Ho did no 
tmuli thing; nnd 1 have always thought that Voltaire 
wun the peiiunt whom the duke detested more heartily 
tlmit any other person in the world. lie did, in fact, 
dread him ton nim-li to esteem him a it n real friend. 

« M. d'Argrntal, M said the king, * uniten then at my 
court the double function of minister of Parma and 
Htewiird of Kerne y.* Are these two oilices compatible ? M 

« Yew, sire," replied the duke, laughing, “since he has 
not presented ollit bdly to your majesty the letters of Ids 
t reat imi uh comte do Tom nay.” 

The king begun to laugh. This watt the name of an 
estate which Voltaire had, and which he sometimes as- 
tunned. 

•The name »>< WlnOnAi icni«hoh 
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Unpubllttliod lotlor uf Voludro t<» *Ui Harry Hpjdy *4 th» 

ommtoim—Tlm mnviklmlo do MU P |«dv Her l»ni tuicu;i. w ta u(« 

mwlumo tin Hairy— Aucciloiw *.f ili«. .is«m..mU ♦.< tt» 

Mlropolx — 'J'ho ltJiifr |>«y a for ilium — tSiog.^r kixmM* ,4 u f » 
mnrfioludo— Tim jmiilollo, nml mi mi|tnteU*lMs»l fo\us ** u* 
marqiilHO do Pompadour. 


B y the way in which the king wmimiwl hi i 

mo of M, do Volin I ro, f cic<irly ww h«»w dvo 

iluko wan In ntlvining uus to ioml Ui« t«U4»r luyn-rtf 
beforu I allowed It to my mi^uat prou^tor, t roiiM »..* 
road it until Ihu next day, mul found it camwivnl in 
following torniH : »— 


«Mai.amk i, a Comtek;-! fool mymU or H wl tey H «t »*tr*m« *l»- 
Hlro ° liuvo «u oxjjIrtttHtlon wlili you, nf»»r ih* ,4 H i*«*, 

which M. Uiq due d'AlplHeii wrote to me b» ym», Thi* 
ninii, nophow of a goiittainnn, na tdetemied for iW rtora m i#» w» »« 
by hlfl own reputation, and who has I mn my frteml r.* Mwr . 

«/vnn 8, i “ t T* m }* uA l “ nm I-**" WM* »w4 »wn 

S 1 *2i5 ?, ce n vkm of uf ** **»«* *• *»* 

t o n L ^ " y re *W , *wl, Akmtiwtaw*. * w , *»,»•* 

dnv nnitl m H , r K1 IW1W ' ROt a , W y t *v*m * 

onon^ v limit m ‘“".E* "T* 1 »*■ tf JL 

h lT l li U ? ?>** 1,10 wdhrtou* euifetr of «i| ^ 

™ T "r- ,u «•"* il 

my umiltorablo ttepnlr |„ u,“ ""j"* ! 1 » m «*» 

In Umt which in to come. ‘ Ui • teri *»J dwwwMto* 

of ourtiniM; nml pnradlao would nit 7 HW J *4 stew 

flticl oiirsolvoB fnco to fnea wlili mMsiMr/'n? ** S** ^ i( m mmm 
Abraham Cliiumolx. and oilmr ltlf 

But how much nioro aevero would i L m ‘ l ,H * Um * tUxK 
lmiroct of the Gracia TrZ'ZZ i w M SW,ai ° Tte, 

(134) * W ° mkfofl,me «« 
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wlu'it 1m emhmlh hlimndf with Vimim aid thi* Minion ho U n hint bo- 
ht ( ' 4 ; j»a, fur fiMtnme, M. I mint, who imemtunMy nhuulorit hln min* 
tit'Mwi, and wilt ft imlhinij hut pm'illlllmi. 

'< I Imvri been vt »y In my hut# ciover, hmv I committed 

mi. H a fault. If j>m» Itmix' 1 Imvu lightly an-itdled Um cnimnmi cry 
»»f m ilhlilai.n in' jnndnuN who wain w.'ilhh'M'i, I him* never conned 
Im limit In. nia ti i.tt Me* nliara of Hut ladlriij them I havo alwiiya mutft 
wlimi I = i’“iiM not. ihi •.ihmvvRn. lndo|i'Midn»Uy, madumu, of (ho 
j.j..h>im l I* '*}'*’. « J iK’ii* oil your Be*. I jimfr-ni a jno Menhir regard 
iMWuola nil ihx-m who **jijn«.(iv]i imr womdgn, nnd whom ho 
lovt ’iU with hl’t I'.mtiilnji- n; h* thin I Jitovn myiiidf 110 li!H»t 
0 , faithful imlij.’vt than a gallant tTemhumn; mid I vom iuU* Mm (!od 
I unvvn In Ida iMidiim lYleudaldj.i n.« l would do In hln cuprlcon. 
Thmi 1 wart fat' fM*m iinMughig mid Imudtlug you mill mme giluv- 
h.anly by i ..>iijw4iioi5 a bnb-fid w.-sk whMi l iluUo»i with my whole 
hrmt. mid \vhU h mahert inn «hed ^ of blood whim 1 think dial 
did ud Modi to nil! it min k »«* ini’. 

» ItrUnvA III my in .}**’ 1***1 into* hnuml. mndmue, uo K-w (linn In 
my *m«d »h ntioy, whi>h «rmW« um mli 'ii* to llimtu hy whom I 
vtimM tm tovrd, My nv."mtn;», n jt».i it-.nt of whom mo mmuig.il yourii, 

1 > itaiidv tuotnrd ^o'U otter with ft Ighlfnl ragernr'M 1*1 l»y my wind. 

Mon* haw ju-.t, jinbUdird motor my mom* come nlbehM 011 the 
l»..r j,»p..iJtn»t Uosirt’dt, whom I tave with ulnwr nifmtloii. What 
Imvn t tiny md «o*dmo d s,« 1,10 to im;*d|m»« wp with my frltmdn, 
with toy lUn'viihms pr-ole* bn**, M. In mm At toil dm* d«* IMrhelUnt nnd 
llmlr mrtfn»Hn* th» Mug *4 Ihusmla not Mm ciuninr* of UhimIm! 

w | » xutd * *■««» them f.*r rmiktog war uptm wlrnnKct* hi my name, 
alt tiii* that would tin to |drnl<'jt method: h*il t<» attack, under my 
hnto«.-r. my master, my smnirlgu tool. Md« I ran never pardon, ami 
1 wilt iaU«i rtgainel ilwiii oven n dying vo|.«: paslbtdmly when they 
fcttlke you with th« *>awe tdowaj y»m, who h»vw Hteialute; y"". who 
*{,, me Mo* honor (»« rHa«a*» y««ie memory with my frehle j.mdufMonw. 
Is i«s an hd«my to |w«set*d that 1 fire m my own 
111 thvder nwy rheonoddores, noislnme, I am Iwfore you In n very 
ibth nte fcttmMl «n, Titer# k in VonullU* n family whh h overwhelms 
me wish mittka ol their frl»nd.«5dj*. Mine rw»jhl to nj-yurtatn to It to 
j«e.rr:wlnliyi yet. I team »h*l U l« m #* »"« have no «*■»• 

rtf ym»r and Shat. i#t»tt**4r«r« jdaee themselves 

IwhnvH ytm nod it 1 ant t»dd there k « kind dmdawl war; It 
in luttWJ, llms t twve Ssrrntfthert tnppltcw to tf»b earn}*, the chiefs of 
whtels I )««« and mieiom. Mow wi*e, mm »*il*mfwil«w. 1 keep my* 
etdf mil of the wny tdow«, amt my reverence (m Mitt KUi»retnt 
tniuttttf I* Mm 5 1 twra away n»y very eyw that they may mm m 




ftftHtlmml of aiTctdlon lut# 
agalnttt y«a. I would 
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reality they Are ah incapable of uuUnlnn « u*>\ „ , ttSn . 

Hatonlug to thiiflu who ahmild nhuw UtPiiwlYrs dm. it. 5 ,,t ars ,„ fl 

to propone huoIi a thing to im*. 9 

«I Ain permmded that y..u have »,». «m i 

oloarod In your ey«M. U would | w didigbtM nsxri „ . lf '.’ 

with cor Ini tily, I charge M. le niur&M *(v;^ d« 5 , » 

}° y° u >»y dlKiiMtoUido oil tills I. M o«l ih» » <u ,. 5 j * r ,. k V'“'* 

hmitts, from you who command 1 ‘m, wM*! | j H , . 

penco, not to dlH|>lfl«H« any |H»mun, amt U VP W M V „V'’ i'T 
cludo, inmlAme la comtem. ,1,1s i„„ K Mill il5 * 

nc , m a loiter than a real «*, for uXlti'L * 

to boliovo mo, oto,, y 1 

April 98, iyG<> CMl'itoni j„ ,* 

<( P. S. Myenomlofl any everywhere Dot, | . 1V . , 

mvo Jtmt given them the lie direct. by , w f. Imn - 1 ' ' ? 

tioim (mesMqu«s \ n,.,., ‘ V 14 ln * * *«■** 

termlimle my long career In „,e rrlLi'.Visi T"' ’ u '"' lAr: *« 

llftVO fulfilled thin tnuxtpiAnt , ^ Ul Wht»,> I tart's rtss.4 } 

(over, Which „,i , Mr l“« 1 'IX'TT" u'* “ ^ *'» 

my reaped and my devotion." 

1,10 l»H<w of the philosopher: *'*' " *'»' 

tomiz uSTofoiiiin , y r,,r,t!to„ f r!' " , * h trt ***- h '»* 

10 loiter you , jllai , 0 ^ 

t kt", irzv mn - 

stoopoil so low ns not to L v „ «» W» 
y°« i% s pftrt unworthy of !L, J! «V m.... 

mpposlllons woro tinronsonfthioi^uM Zu n ’ mmkm > All tl.« 

RucI your two lottora have onilmto 1 XI T 8 «U»‘ 

mynolf up without regret to , nv flw i ytm 1 ®* 

„rr , h " vo '»•" too orutl 1„ me r *«« 

m! W ' om 1 "Wnlod ns Uie nl , wllil 

I y . l r l °, r wlu,ouk ‘"olive, without ff lh * ^ M 
1 8lve thnnkfl to Providence. That ll h M 
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W M> the duo d‘A4;ulUon <11*1 i m * i d'Tidvo you when ho told you 
that 1 fed *‘ii yum- Mihllmo I am in liitn uluru a |ioift:cl, novli:e, 

and yrt miu ririndldr *•! ll«’ in hi U'ioitii ‘1 which nlmuud in your worka, 

1 am to ho imhidftd minn^l tho aUmeu which worn uniiimlid hy 
Amphloiis Ihht In turn of ymn tilnmplm; hut U» thin you muni, he m* 

CtmlniiM'il. 

" Mrlimu nVn that all your frloiidti are not In tlm eitomy’n tramp, 
Them am lh«««e al-ml inn wlm hive you idnm'tdy, M. do Chnuvtdln, 
fill' luwHtmft, MM. lift Rivhftllnu and il'Alfjnilhin ■ thin hitler truhi^l/.trn 
you lm:en«antly ; ami If all the world thun^hi, mi he doi'n, you would 
ha htna In your phu'ft, Hut them aim lenihlo pr.-judiocM which my 
iiindor will u*»l nltow mu to dittoftnnhlp, which you have hi overcome, 
There la nw who tMiMplaliN of you, and thin <>«•? mm.t Ixi won over 
in yum' hitifftnlM, Ho winht-a yon i«~oi tfy ninio veneration for 
what he vftUftirttftt hloiM’lf; that your nMackn »h>nild not ha no vein** 
multi nor no v mini a ui, In It limn lmjH.f.»lhlo fm you to comply with 
IiIm whites (u tlita pmllcnlai ‘ } He runs that you only, In mtltiip; no 
Iwmtidn In your ana* lot tm ibIIkIum, do yiminnlf a v«nt mischief with 

thft |*ft»noj| hi i|Uftntlo||, 

M ll will MiaMtjft that I should hold with huifimuft t<« you; 

I only do il to Kftrvu you: do not tafco my ntatomentu unkindly. I 
have now ft favor to «nh of you; which In, to include um in tlm lint 
of lhi«w» Hi whom you w*wl the ft ml friilht of the hrllllitui jmalui lloim 
of your |«*n, There in none who k more devoted to yon. and who 
loot it imuft widen! ttanlti* to ioMvlu».’« you of Ihin, 

M I wm. m.-mt/tar fo xmtHHtmm* vuitH.nt#, with real fttUirh- 

IMP III. Ph .** 

I showed this letter Ui M. do Richelieu. 

"Why," he impUrcd, “have y«nt tug urwtred him ah 
U> ymir imltsftrrelimi, width ho fears?* 

* IWvrftttws him four munnl Hr mo unjmd, *md I leave 
you n» roprrmtml mo Hr him ah I mn; nod now," I added, 
w it does nut appear to mo itacexMtry for iho king 1 U» 
know anything «f this," 

a Yhu think wisely, madame*, what mtmi tHs|ilciised him 
vv»s to jam m Adame do P<imp*duttr in regular Conran* 
pondontra with M, do V«»lmlr«." 

I hav*§ minted to y«u this episode of my history, that 

II may nwoittpenMt you for the lire-nome details o( my 
prf»ntatlHn, I resume my rodul, I told you that M, 
de Maujjemi bid lokl me that he would endeavor to 
bring madame la ma-rtScbala de Miropolx, ami introduce 
her Ur ms, trusting to the friend ship aba had evinced 
for rnuUina do Pompadour during the whole time of 
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tlio favor and life of her who prc»- ed'd mr m nho «f„ 
feclions of Louin XV. I found, m mv ^»»r that ho 
said nothin)'’ to too lomemiug it |W m-yd-hS 4 ;«*•», wh* n 
Htuldcmly mtulumu la marvehide do v,^ at t . 

nonnccd. 

At thin name and thin title. I r«»o « in a 
without clearly knowing wlmt emild %h~ M ?.|rv» *.s 
visit, for which l was on prepared, The DJ'wA'&mK v.5>;... 
followed closely on the wdei'a hrrl«, dot n.o » (p 
time for much rdketlon, Sim took mt< really d ?<i v, 

ftiul I had not time lo go and noet tor 

« Madame !u mardclialt?.*' said l, tor, Mwj 

lucky chance brings you to a plae-tf whrm iM* 
have your society in «o great?” 

Ml; is Uio feeling of real sympathy," *to mpto'd. w ah 
tv gtaeimiM and lo; "fur { nltw* have longed tor ■* » * • a s. » t 11 . 
able time lo visit you, ami have ykltod *„ mv tn 

uoon as I wan certain that inymkamv* wmrid nd to 
pulsed.” 

"Ah, mmlnine," said I. "Imd you minmh any *mb 
fear? That tells me much km of |1u» mUnM y«t» had »d 
yourself than of the had opimYm you had rurtwivi’d of i nr, 
Uio honor of your visits. **• 

"The i honor of my visits? Ttoi‘« admitobto I *{,1, 
o obtain a portion of your frkmMnp, m »\ |t . Ut 

the king that t «m sincerely attached to him * 

1. J° n tt 0VC r! U : lm ,,w ' mwbiw ^* wfo«l 1* Iimth .V 
ft,ul r be K y° M l " K»vc rno your atmfcfefe-# * 

. 0 ’ irow ' * K arranged between us. I «»ii *■*.«« 

coining 11 ..I? ° ftfl0 n ! e ‘ k Is , ®»K *<««* * w« rf 

coming to you, but wo am ail under ito v« 4 t« of ito 

to l l to U cl tyr « nny: T W6 * W >«" * 

h r nd , ho f&& hl »h ra ««tarae, to 
much I should bo charmed to have y<4 
graced me with his prestnet,- Hi 
ewatomod lo the (k-llffl.u () f yaw , 
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have been deeply ehagriued hail I tomis here only to de- 
prive him >»i (li.ii pleasure." 

"Ih' hi a good mantel," miiil I ho miiiA'liali 1 , “ ho, is 
worthy *'( all our love, 1 have had opportunities of 
knowing him thoroughly, for I was immi intimate with 
imtdumn de Pompadour; and 1 believe that my mlviuo 
will not las nsrh-.s to yon," 

" l ask ii of you, madumn la manVlmle, for it will ho 
pivtious to inn." 

"Himrwr mr fiiumht, mndume," said she, seating h«r* 
unit in a ehuit . " do not think ill of me if 1 establish my* 

self at my e.e.r, ami lake my station as in the days of 

yniv, The Mug loves you: so mueh the heller, you 
will have a double emjthe over him. He did not love 
ill*’ miO<juise, and allowed himself |o lie governed hy 
h* r; fm with him 1 ask Raidmi of y.«ur exi te-sive beauty 
r untom dors all It ia neve ‘-nary, my dear eountess, to 
use the double lever you have, of your own eharmrt 

and bis e aeuaul euslom to do to morrow what he does 

to day hmmtiti he did it yesterday, and for this you 
laek neither grave mu wit.* 1 

J had heard a great deal vnumniug tnadame tie Mire* 
jadx-i hut I own t*» you, that before I heard her speak f 
bad no id -a what sort of a person she would prove. She 
bad an air id no non h frankness and truth, that it was 
imj*o»'4btr not to be v harmed by it, The greater part of 
the time 1 did not know how to defend myself from 
her at oner* »o natural and m* jirilidious; and or* 
caammdly t allowed mywlf to love her with all my 
heart, mm h did she seem to •> hesish me with all en* 
thu»imuu She bad depth of wit, a phpiamy of expres- 
sion, and knew how to disguise those interested adulations 
with turn* «» noble and beautiful that 1 have never met, 
neither before nor so nee, any woman worthy of being 
oomparad with her. She was, in her single self, a whole 
tiodaty; and wjri«inly there w m no pcwdbfhly of being 
wearied when »h« wai there. Her temper was moat 
erpmhhs, a. qtiah!lc«iian rarely obtained without a loss of 
warmth of She always pleased bocauM her bud* 

ntm m to p)mm and ml to love ; and it always tut dived 
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a-? iff M'i 

'«-•*?*« t 

If,.: 


K S 1 j|»| 


her to render others *».; 

this tendency to wirm, *h<t wa* nh* ,f 
the life of the party wl »m «!** r^-wnr.s *>„ hrr r . rss0f5v . i- 
She knew precisely when t*« iumumi wj.ur, {>»,„ 
and joko with the -*»«*•<& T ;,r *, «,,, * , V 

pleasure in her company kww u« 4 * ^.nW g§,.„, 
how to amuse him; mid, m > w*-*k a* h* hii" 
from morning 1 till evening wiih Un» sw* 

dour, her nlwenee (mm my |*ti w u 

him, and almost contrary «,« Uw link* - 

clmtcmt, "" 

I onnnot tell ymi how nr«( »« M„ w 

*t tho flrat .upper which V , 

Lor outer. IIo run hn „ u „ , , ’ * -* 

Zi!r - -■ -• «-.r; 

W«IU you; mid you ,.,,, *?* 

VI T ^-.r ,;;; ..lir: 

ond I consider VA" ‘ 

chances of my ||fc,» ^ ' " *'* "**" **** 

*»% tlio" roBt'of 1 till* « wnCL *”7] *" ”** ***»»• 

°vor, for the mw ter» I u.i' 7 ’ K,, " KI uw - 

Wm tho ngrectiblo vistt . m * i> * •« *"»'*«tn S£ . 

myaolf o nB! |y tly . * !ho ««*M- 




hhn; mid, on my 
chancellor. 

jy° u we none. 8 M 
folt herself somewhat ill tt l 

Z ' "’ h ° I 1088 ®**®* llir U 

" lmH.pon.oblo noo*it y „m 

terr- wti « «■ 

wadamo do iloarn . 8 
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“.r !™ 1 , fl T h .‘ ,r n,nk *" H'« chiuinelltw, Hmillmv 

um'iSvi,;::' 1 ""' l,y vinu,; ,,£ ^ 

,,J llmt I win l|.;<ummt „f tills in this 

'' H V '“.'Khe.1 hoiirlily Bt Ul0 ,| UHerIl)l |, m 

of the imnmv, In wind, 0 »o of il,„ | tm | N of UiIh hmmo i s 
repmitinlfil mi Ills kmicn licfmii ilm mnllim' of Ood who 
miyi. in him, “My, u. which |, 0 replies, «/ hiow 

T* 1 t*«* Hire, however, how I 

jokm <m Uni, point with Urn nmrdilmUi, who Unto, mil to 
noth n K llm tonnhtiil on the nubility „f the nnamtovH of 
Itt'i hummml or on those of her own family 

lirtmt 1, ml linen the mu, try In the pnhiee' , m ltM the 
line tie lit Vmi K iiyoit nml nuolmne i|« Item,,, l mt how 
mneh Inmler ,liil it he, •nine on the ilefmlmi of the nmr. 
<ml)m do Mirepoix. The cabal was destroyed; for n 
woman of rank ami birth like the mutcehuU* was to me a 
eompmsl of llm utmost importance, The princesse fie 
(mtmiftMfa ami the dmltcufie de firommout wore wofully 
enraged, Thin they manifested by satirical mmere, eni- 
grama, ami verse#, which were put forth in aliumlrmtu;. 
All thews inflictions disturbed her Hut little; the main 
point in her eyes was to poMnew* the favor of the master 
ami aha had it, for he fell that he wrh bound to her by 
her complaisance, 

He was not hmg in giving her an unequivocal proof 
of his regard. The due de Duma naked her, in presence 
of the king and niywlf, why she did not wear her din- 
imonk us unuul. 

w They are my representatives, “ was her reply. 

"What do you mean by representatives ? * said I. 

* Why, my dear emuntm, they are with n Jew instead 
of my sigiomanual, The rogue had no respect for the 
word of a relation of the Holy Virgin and the daughter 
of the Beau van. f was in want of thirty thmmnml francs; 
and to procure it I have given up rny ornaments, not 
wishing to wind to the Jew the old plate of my family, 
ttHho* the hunks wanted it* 

We m laughed at her frankness, and the gaiety with 
which tike gave this statement, but we went no further; 
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to her grant 1 V CI, f,. r I h, Ii, v,- 

, : ,0 , e " ■“T 1 ™ 1 I" ' ««.i m, ,1,. i,,,,.,, 

pluck !T‘m f’ '"' nl ' " l ,4v " ... 

a^rzt" wi " t! 1 w “- - 

®Tho poor niar&lmle pains »m- : 1 iskr i u 

^ and thiokr will *1 her ^ 

Whul will Mich a peliy sum avail Un * \\. M kn> 
w mt nliu Willis i cither mu., 1 I,,.,. n„, W |„, K , 

Kin^ should do nothing l»y Imlvvs w 1 

Louis XV. answered me n>ithint<» • ■ 

j»a b r h . Wlllk „ piiml 

L Hus excel bn t woman loves llH ‘ ' 

tlwt you nuiflit i„ „|„, w J,, llr 1 • > M h - 

‘"•wou^rs f "'; " n ' * «.n, - r " 

froucu, Unit inuicuH n huyo „ r """"“"‘'I 

, i I,un .1 immtluh, it |„ 

iook, ,;**■ « 

nro «uch creature, In tl, 0 w „ r ,«l ! - "«"« 

next morning U*M . 

rwo-eotorod portfolio, mnlm,ide ed Zu T* 
b,,rn halri It contained u , c - h ;’ *»l «»■ 

n** I harton «U to the I JS 11 ' ,Mml « m 
Marly. m»nii-h«| e , UV Wor „ jt , 

*'2:;r' * >» ««».,■ 

errsajar- 

»« 9W ry to redeem y„„r j L",“ ' ,,m ,llB '"««** 

The eves of tlm i 

bl ’ ftcccl mo heartily, « j t mt\ »||« *>„„ 

of the king. » * 1 ia 10 y°« 1 owo (life bounty 

only havo P glvo y ;, youTal? 8nU "i ,l<! 

hta onS n 'lk tLTl'dmw'rm th ***, ' l!l " 

0 hos,tatlon for *■* * - 01 
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nut mulct' u division ni n single crown of hit! own private 
f'Ci utinm , " 

I give thin speech wWW/w; and this was all the grain 
lutle which mmhtiue de Mirepoix manifested towards lamia 
XV r . I wan pained at it, Imt made no remark, Sim look 
up the portfolio, examined it carefully, and, bunding into 
u iit of laughter, said, while Him Hung herself into an 
arm chair, 

"Ah! eh! ah! thin hi an unexpected mwonlrel Look 
at this pm tiolio, my dear iiivud; do you nee the locks 
with which it is decorated '! Well, they onee adorned 
the head of mudurne de Pmupudour, Sim herself used 
them to embroider this garland of silver thread; aim gave 
it to the king on Ida hiithduy. Louis XV, swore never 
to separate loan it, and here it in in my hands." 

Then, opening the portfolio, and rummaging it over, 
nhe imiiid in a secret pot It el a paper, which wire opened, 
saying, "1 knew he had left it," 

It wan a letter of inadaum de Pompadour, which I 
wished tu have, and the nmnhhule gave me it instantly; 
the notes remained with her, l copy the note, to give 
you mi idea of the ^mobility of the king. 

"Nik*,. /aw s oY. ie„ In tht tHf/nih : //•»/»' 

f*r<f*ng t«4s4 /t oi hf’.'-n tnv, / a f,- Inwe )VH 

a .h’hftmf A St ■&(, 4 (■■■■lit i Mitt# rmr f’ttttHf fn 

/ A.ti / i/w't.'yj*) r,f ihti m\ i"4i ■»» It. Hi ; if s 

**'■'*» ftkii t *■■ if. /'«>, A'M m If tv*o Wi/ /Va/Vert, 

ttruf *V; »/* /’ .•« e ,*»'#**•■ rift«*hifi*>n *-/ »/, U'oV jv*w «,</ 

.»•*># f Sign if , / yew. 1 if it tk* ♦ ,i/r<d, M# 

*«'»4 e/ a «/r#«.sp » 

beneath it was written, 





Coiivornallou of II. „ .,u.r.VI.«l« .to Ml..,-,, . 

»3:i rr >■" 

«:;r^ 

monb ■ • il* c^hiwm# »j |i;^ r 

H°x;sxi r:: ;:- 

sensibility o° urS^Vr.* fir ,'^’t '*" 

i :x,^ »;:- t r w<,:::: "‘‘ : vc - 

of friendship, This e ,.m ‘ ?,T **’ T '««*' 

villainous, that I Iff T'T"’ “ |, '* ar **' 1,1 '«« » 
affected with displeasure, " M^a^dnitr ' ' "T* ’ 

«»d, lookin, at me aUentivdy. th, ,rC "”‘* MW "* 

count tZnV m T e " *■ 

own oxponso. We must l ( .«rnT * *** H wil1 J?4? ** *«««* 
with appearances, and es.m inL Lm"'*"', tmfwlV!BS '«"•* 
“TWe Is then' no re„IU y " 

^ 0 « J » flho answered me, «but only i ** 

and money} the rest h <L,» '* Um 

no persenh « «ta. KS 2 , 

only that takes deep root """’"''•I « 

give birth to a real m «L * T" d,< *- T« 

.friendship, i„ „ li,?"? 1 "" 0rw «>»n *«<I 
ened.” from w,li 'h you until | 

.*v. h “ r* ‘ ,0 "« love „ lef . 


lO 
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proved it by raiifrin^ myu^lf on your Hide, mu 1 by do. 
during, with lint utumi.t, fnmkmms, that I would rather 
y ,,H in l,ltt ill which you are, than any other 

' v,l,,li " 1 " f {,,r Hut there in n long apace between 

tbui mid hmohd iVhmddbp: I should deceive you if I 
wrio to ullom tin? contrary, and thorn would he no coin- 
mou muw in K»vin K faith to my words. Kvery one him 
too much buMmw, loo much intrigue, loo many quarrola 
on liaud, to have any hd .me to think of otlmrn: every 
oni’ liver* tor hhm^H alone, McmIuiiioh de Ouomdiido and 
tie Urammont appear very inUmate: that in easily ex> 
plained, they indie ngaimit n eommon enemy. Hut were 
ymir Million left vacant, no aoouer would the king have 
thrown the apple to one of them, Imt the other would 
detect her iuMumly/ 

t ’oniony to niMom I nuele no reply- [ w »» uhmvrlied 
in painlul iell<'» tour* I* * whieh the* r-mver.-iution hail given 
>Ih*, *1 he msUerliale jirjeeived it, and said, 

M We should fall into phthewphy if wo probed thin mtb- 
jert too deeply, l.et u« think no more of tills; besides, 

I have n new defect ion to tell you of. Madame de 
Marmomt told me yesterday that slits much regretted 
having iiii?mmler«tHMHl you, mu! that you were worth 
more than all tho-m who persecute yon, She appeared 
to me disposed to ally herself til you for the least 
envomagoment which you might he induced to hold out 
to her,*' 

w Yon fciinw very well/ l replied, ‘'that 1 am willing 
l« adopt yum advice, The hmr&a of Fl-uacourt i« not 
to be de»|d«r«l, and 1 n*k no belter than to he on 
amicable terms with the lady, w 

‘"Well, then, come thiu morning and walk hi the grove 
nearest the paydmn, I shall be them with liiadarmt do 
Plaraeonr? we will meet by timm v, compliments will 
follow, ami the allUnra will be formed.** 


The tun tr$c hale 
madarne de 
roe 


w mi 


had scarcely separated when 
announced.. This lady besieged 
with a subtle and penetrating 


spirit — that lAfoni which procure* advancement at court, 
*h® *®w« with pain, that ) sought to attract other females 
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about mo: she would fain have remained my »*»ly friend, 
that she might, unopposed, inllmmce me in ,t\i l d«d 
She saw, therefore, the uppeurnuco i*f mudanm d« Mss. 
poix in my drawing-room with mwa?dne^; in -r !*.»! 
humor was Bufilcionlly apparent in nuraei Urn iimh, M f 
tho mardohale, who laughed at it: her |a»d(".ii *»,» 

a titled woman, and the king's friendship, giving Sm'it 
confidence that her credit would always exceed ih.*i \>i 
my godmother, 

Kadamo do Hearn wan compelled to mihmit b< tlt«* ,.v 
condancy of tho mnrdelmle, hul yet did 11.4 ib h-.** 

In her efforts to keep from me all miter h otah *,,, h-sy, 
she hoped that at last the king would distinguish io 0, 
and call her into his intimacy as my friend,; i»he wan n-,,ji 
moro fond of U10 eomlesw* d’Aloigtiy, nltlm' the nullity of 
this lady need not have alarmed her mm.- It. PVr m*% I 
began to resent tho irtaomenew* of having iftcruunitv a? 
my side a person who manifested um openly hm dr-ore 
to compel mo to submit to her wi-ihes, ^u<l I waded, ip< 
flocuro my freedom, only until the circle of female., { 
could admit to my widely altmild he extruded 
Such worn our reciprocal feelings during our «tay at 
Marly, lho maritime tie Hearn watched »ir with more 
care than at Versailles, fearing, no rimrid, that tlm tu-r '< 

d low to hot interests. I.iute did -ho 

th " th0 Btrol£(! which was In |>m|»r«li„ n f., r I 
naked her spitefully to take a turn with mo lm„ 

« d ™5. Cftre m,t 10 ,,nwi,,n « ,h * ***««»»**» 

ehnne 0 Old wl!!! <!n , " # "‘ in * l " lB w, *>' «l««- »* 

onv Hon v 10 ', W0 , VCr lfoi " K front (he 

Z cZ JL T't * “ rn ' m ’ 1 liki "K ,lw vie,nil '' »* »w 

cMlcnn mu donirom to go into the wood, I 

J | X Zt UtnoT VI W ' ,0n “ UtlllC ” lr «»' 
a verj In tlk “ r “ C °" rl M *• ■* 
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“Why turn away?” I replied; “she is alone, we are 
two^and then the mar&hale de Mirepoix is not opposed 

Saying this, I advanced towards them. Madame de 
Flaracourt appeared very gracious: I replied to her ad- 
vances with due politeness, and instead of separating we 
continued to walk about together. Madame de iLrn 
saw dearly that chance was not the sole cause of this 
meeting: she dissembled as well as she could. I after- 
wards learnt that she owed me a spite, particularly for 
the mystery which I had made of this occurrence. The 
marked silence, and the sullen air she assumed during 
this interview, and which her sense and knowledge of 
the world should have prevented her from manifesting, 
proved to me, on this occasion, as on many others, that 
temper cannot always be conquered, and that at times 
it will burst forth in spite of the experience and cam 
tion of the courtier. 


I did not give myself much trouble on this subject: I 
had well recompensed the good offices of the countess: 
I had ample proof that in serving me she had acted on 
the impulse of self-interest: we were quits, I thought, 
and I saw no reason why I should remain isolated just 
to serve her pleasure. 

When we. returned to my apartments I saw plainly, by 
her mutterings, her sighs, and the shrugging of her 
shoulders, that she was deeply irritated at what had just 
taken place. She was desirous of provoking an explana- 
tion, but as that could only tend to her disadvantage, she 
contented herself with leaving me earlier than her usual 
want, without saying anything disagreeable. Her custom 
was not to leave me alone, and her abrupt departure 
confirmed me in the idea I had imbibed, that this sort of 
comedy had much thwarted her. 

In the course of the same day I received a visit from 
the comtesse de Flaracourt. This lady, whose sparkling 
eyes shone with an air of mischief, presented herself to 
me with an appearance of openness and confidence which 
completely cloaked the malignity and treachery of her 
character, She threw her arms round my neck with as 
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much grace w lenders i? ga 

arrest my nllcMimn, **4 

"I ought) WmlaW., 1 - " • • r. »!,,,» 

have mittla lwf»«p I i • , , 4 , mr ^ A 

ho prompt it »uh? i»s 8Js?* t-'-v $:>••«* ^ ; i !i v. ••• ,• - .. j. j, ..y. 
gainst you, me! had U $ ,» ? t,j, 
wwtw with *U :$«*•. * 5 , •- a ' n • - o>, ^ ^ . Af . * ,,t, 

Srammont naturally |*W4 «■.«* tu. *'-.f #a-*i » . v • .„.%>•. ,g Si 
ou: m much far wh*i !U« &>..>*.*.*•! 8 k- * I 

ou: I have suhU« 4 ym« * 4 --si vo,. •* t ,.. 3 . 

ntl I have rewgfaml,, wm h« :i • & < •• -i > „ r\ « ; ■ , < 
f your mwiim. I fa** !?<*••* «» r ^ *«. -y\ •<:•„••. g.,. s 

living boon itoceivpd **£,»» .Un* :; >■ , 

ty wrong*. K»hgta«*>4 hr 8.\« • « ••••% ..j *?„ iLi* 

e Mirepoix, I \mm »<>i h* •; i !a « *■■'. <» * 4 . 
or auspice ami *w ?, .*-» ». 3 ,., ,.^ |i,,V 

Ishoil mo with am npjwnrini'.iv* *».,.£ 

would not delay *»y • p ,rr « s a, s * , . ♦ « . ,.** , . * , : , 4i f 
»n a personal avowal *4 n-..-/.- *• ^ a,,,, t ..if o lW w 
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are nut one of um, Thorn iu not one family who earn 
lean on you in virtue, of the rightu of blood, or ullknucfl 
wlileh utand instead of it. You have Huporaedcd u woman 
who more than any oilier could have u claim to your 
jjootl fortune: aim in muter to Urn prime minlater, who 
hau in her train, like Lucifer, more than a third part of 
heaven, f**r all the courtiers hung on her hrother. 

" < hi ihe other hand, wo are not amiutonuid to re- 
main mo long in opposition to the will of ilm king. Such 
a resistance in not natural to um; it weighs upon uh, it 
hnrnui m», Um favor of our mauler being our chief good. 
\Ye are only something thro' him, ami when combatting 
against him we have neither the courage tmr the per- 
severance, Thnu you may ho very certain that the majority 
of women wlm oppose y«m do it against the grain: and 
if you add to this? that they are incessantly expoHCd to 
ihe nmnmii'H and complaints of tludr Imulmmiu, houh, 
In other;?, and lovers, you will vainly he convinced that 
they only aspire to finding a memm of reconciling the 
regard they owe to the Oiomrulrt and the terror which they 
inspire, with the dvtdro lin y have to seek your protec- 
tion and the friendship of the king, Tim cabal only 
iliert on one wing, mid I cannot divine itaaituuthm at 
flits commencement of the next winter. Do not disquiet 
yourself any morn with what, it can do: keep yourself 
quiet; eoutiuue to please the ‘master,* and you will 
triumph over the undid tide an easily m you have eon* 
* I Me red the mdutum-e of mesdatma," 

Sm h was the language of the eomlejme tie Klaracourt: 
it agreed, m you will perceive, with that of vnnditma tie 
Mircpmx, ami 1 ought the more to believe it, tut it won 
the fruit of their experience and profound knowledge 
of court manners, Their example proved to me, rut 
Well um their words, that all those who approached the 
king could not hear for a long time Um position in 
which ha placed those whom he did not look upon with 
pie. mm m. However, Louis XV. evinced mom plainly from 
day to day the usee ml am: y I had over his mind. He 
limited publicly at my toilet, he walked out with me, 
left me m little its pomrible, and sought by every fttten- 
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* tion to console me for the imprrtii4»-itM<A 
my enemies bespattered me, Tim 
will prove to you how little e.. madman m 
thoao persons who dared to imodt opr-aiu. 

One day at Marly, I mitered the dj.mm^-a, 55,,.., 
was a vacant scat near the pitew* do GttrmiW*, g 
wont to it, and scarcely wan waled when mv 
got up, saying, « What horror! * and M-«»k u. 

tho further end of the room, I \mh mu. h n lr 

offence was too public for mu to rmtrain my jrwnimiims,, 
and oven when I wished to do »n 1 he *,«*rr|y 

possible, Tho com Us jean, who had wHum^d mot 
my stetora-in.lnw, who learnt it, from him, wrh* *»r u^t 
T was compelled to complain to the k$M Kl who on »umtW 
sent tho princesso do UmmuM* an wrier t*» md? MUrlv 
forthwith, and betake herself tn the pmn r^f rie 
goHvmmtc of tho children of tlm royal family *.jf Ihuuv/ 
of whoso post she had the rcvitem, 

Th a°™f„ f d “ } ,ml otaalimiuml r rltm 

I tST TT m ? w “ S *' ,h,r «“» «**. <1 w>»meil 
“010 f 0 l i » » r bl * ot Fri, " ,!e *« 

ZfJtT,*™ prlP " n Warn Till* 

Cbt L ^fn'T f< ‘ r ‘" ,l """* •”*«"«. M 

oS 0 Lvo ? S|1,r “ <V ' M 1 i 

i.. pm ity ond .™ r c T”' *" •- *«h 

by hla subloota ’ hi. >« Insulled thus openly 

P*at 0 nportmo'nta of TpK" BW ” 

ch=KSC «« r*« T 

of ‘sLXm^ cTirll Th * «r^~ 

. bad been given in revamp ? fc6 , y ^ rmm *»d Ate#, 

IT- *'«.*<£ r&r 

Td H V0IT gro<u |,roo( of Ihe 

and tho 'Poo.oiit wnn bndiy C | 1Me „ (n 


h 
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tutlc u benefit bo itupoi taut. This did not hinder tho 
dmdiPHBe d<* limimiKint, and till the women of her house, 
or who were her nllies, from continuing to intrigue 
against me. it was tmtural to believe that the kin# 
would not permit mo b doing for a long time, and llmt 
should he become enraged at them, llmt I should attempt 
to soothe bin anger. 

Matters were in thin mate, when one morning, after Ida 
nmwtimied routine, the due de (‘hoisenl requested a pri- 
vate audience of the king. " \ grant it. thin moment, “ 
«nid the prince, H wbal have you to mty hi me?’* 

M I wbih to explain to your majesty how excessively 
painful in the miimllou in which 1 am placed with regard 
t“ some of the members of my family. All the females, 
and my t.imm at their head, attack me about a quarrel 
which h at rattle to me, and with which l have declared 
l would not meddle.* 4 

" You do well, monsieur lo due,** said tho king, with 
cool gravity, " I am much vexed at all that in going on, 
ami have resolved not to Buffer it any longer." 

The decision of this discourse made a deep impression on 
M, de t'hobieiil; he sought to conceal it, whilst lie replied: 

” It is difficult. Hire, to make women listen to reason/ 

“All are not mimmMimhle/ rejoined the king: "your 
wife, for instance, is a model of reason and wisdom: she 
has perfect control of herself. Kim h the wine woman of 
ru;ri pin re," 

This Mattery and justly merited tmlogium, which the 
king made of the duchess whenever he found an oppor- 
tunity, was the mom painful to M, de t'hoisuul, as hit) 
conduct was not irmpn meltable toward* a woman whoso 
virtues he alone did not justly appreciate. It was a direct 
satire against, hk taster's conduct, whose ascendancy over 
him, her brother, the king well knew. He replied that 
the good behavior of Ida wife was the safeguard of his 
family, and he greatly regretted that the duchesse do 
Ommrmml had not a right to the mints mdoglum. 

*T beg you/ wid the prince, "to engage her to change 
her language, and to conduct herself with tes* boldness, 
if she would not haw, me force her to repent/ 
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“That, Biro, is a mission painful t.» fulfil, and wmhU 
very hard to convey to her." 

“So much tho worse fur her," replied the king, elrvui 
ing bin voice, “if trim hear any lYirnddbp P*r y*a», let 
her provo it in thin particular: your intmvsix sliouM k* ep 
her mouth shut.* 

Tho duko had no dlfikmky to tomprcritcMd the iuddv.'i 
menaco Implied: he insumlly renewed Ion re^sm IW the 
disagreeable disturbances that had mvuvn-d. 

“Add insulting* hu id T«mim XV, w i am eusiteot with 
you and your services, duke. I have j«?>i j«r.»ved ihi>» i»< 
you, hy giving your hmther ntoie than he e..«M e upe. t 
from mo; but have not I On* right to have my miiommen 
respected? It appears to me that if you juiMje 

decidedly in your family you would yonmumd cnv nitwit* 
Uon,* 


w Tills makes mo fear, sire, that your mujmdv d.*e« mu 
boliovo mo tritium) In my exprewihm of the whU h 

I just took llio liberty to utter to your rmtjjr»fy. " 

“Moil J)ini, mottHiour |q dm*, you certainly do »>•( l;L<* 
mndumo dit Harry, * 

« I neither like nor halo her, aim; hut i with irmddo 
that sho rcccivos at her lioiuto nil my rmrntW 
“Whoso fault l« that if it be «o? Your own, von, who 
would never visit her; trim would h «v» revived you wUU 
ploasuro, and t have not concealed from yon iU» *aiUfar.. 
tion I should have experienced, N 
Those hist words made the duko start, Ida ey**« hv 

enmo animated. After a moment's reflection ho *iM to 
tho ldng, 

“ Sire, la it indispensably necMWtry for Mm iwrrte# 
the state that I endeavor to attain the gombwitl of madams 
la comtesBO du Barry ? » 

“ No,* 


Well, then, sire, allow matters to remain m limy m. 
It would cost me much to quarrel with my whole family, 

wn„1dT« 6 80 “f lhi ? flftCrIfiCe h tm imM »• you, MC I 

would in no wise niter my position with \ 

However painful to the king* such a 
might be, ho did not allow the duke lo 
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dissembled the resentment he frill, ami contented him 
self with faying, 

M Mm* do t ‘hojiir.nl, l *1* * mil. pretend to impose clmiioi 
nu yon; 1 have spoken to you an n friend ruther than 
a-s a sovereign. N'i\v I return to wind wan a:dd at first, 
mid accept wiih coniidiMne the promise. you make me 
not lo l* ament a lady whom I love must muemdy," 

Thus ended a coitvtM-.mil iuii from which the duke, with 
a Uvh haughty dhpnwitmu, might have extruded greater 
advantages mid played n surer game, It wan the hint 
plunk of wdety ottered in the shipwreck which menaced 
him. Me disdained II; the opportunity of SveitMUg it 
diil not present itself attain, 1 dunht not hut that if 
he would have united humudf freely and mncerely with 
me I should not have played him false. lamia XV,, rndis* 
lied with hk e»mde?ji einaun in my hehalf, would have kept 
him ai the head of Ida minhdry; hut his pride ruined 
him, he could not throw oh the yoke which the dueltewte 
detWummont had imposed rut him: lm recoiled from the 
idea of idling her that he had made n treaty of peace 
with me, and that was not mm of the leant causes of 
his disgract*, 

The journey M Marly gave birth to n imiKtluric of in- 
iriguea of jter.tioua who thought to wrap themselves tip 
in profound mystery, and all whose actions we knew. 
The police were very active about the royal abodes, es- 
pecially since the fatal deed of the regicide Itamitm*. 
To keep thorn perjwdually on the watch, they were ordered 
watch attentively the a mourn of ihe lords and Indies of 
» he court 

The daughter of the due do Richelieu, the emnltume 
tRKgmont, whose age was no pretest for her follies, dearly 
liked low love adventures, Slits used to seek them out in 
Rads, when .she could find now# »t Versailles, She was 
not, however, Ihe more imUdgmit towards me. This lady 
w m not always content with noble lovers, but sought 
them in. all eliuuieA, arid more titan once, simple mortals, 
men of low order, obtained preference over ckrabgwla. 
Her conduct in this reepect wee the raenU of long ex- 
perience. She need u* go out alone, and traverse the 
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streets of Paris. Sho entered lh« simps, ami when her 
eyo rested on a good ligure, having wide slmuldeis, 
sinewy limbs, and u good looking face, she then called 
up nil the resources of her mind to form and muy mu 
an intrigue, of which the consequent-mi, at lirnt agiecnldr 
to him who , was the object of it, terminated nm?a in-. 
qucntly fatally. The following adventure will give you 
an idea of the talent of mmlunm d‘Kgnmnt in thio way, 
and how slm got rid of her adorers when nhe had 
hausted with them the cup of pleasure, 



<‘H Al'TKU Will. 

lit*# Ijptw *4 »i*«’ v?. is It m *|Ih unhappy 

'lh« «.• It »>f *!<• IWuv p v # r‘\ | *4 hh .1 r„n<liu;> flf 

XV, 5t*-*'»n Il}« »*. . Thm >'•“*»»(.; Miitl v MtUlutlit' llll 

|i„m v « im nT^rnmn yuamtl with the nmr&rluil 

*t«:l 

rpp, o»in5'->i^ irKgmoot waw »«tu> tiny tilMorveil to tpiii 
j 1lfr*fr tiHtlcd with iht* IftMttl JPUrtllllOltlnUH HHU* 

HMtyi lt«r lur'rMl bring tovrnil by an eimnumiHly 
deep bommt, who U wholly rmwmdrd hr*!* emmumaneu, 
Mini the t c ; - ii «il !*•■« jmt im in enveloped in a pelisse, whose 
mutty <r'5ii5u l«*ha>-rtl t?» loiuf Mmviee.. In this HUvmge 
tho»!i who tirtV^S'iPil the Mtwi** of I'arlti in weareli of ml* 
venture® She wan g4ug, t»ht> wtid, wittily MKntgh, * to 
rristut to the »'it* wh»t hrr father tool brother had >«o 
frunjorntly robbed them of, * t’htimrn having led her stupa 
t*» i Ip.* iiiB St. Mas 5 in, s*hw tva« stopped there by a con- 
fusion of * ■« i iij ;».)*«?», whieh compelled her in*l to shelter 
herself the wall, *md atlervwda to bike refuge 

in an op|**<»Utt shop. which wm out? »h:v tipied by a linen* 
draper. 

She looked a r* mini her with the eye of n comu)i*Mstir, 
ami I ws revived beneath Urn titmlvnc garb «f a shopman one 
of lh«mo br4ia*r»hunhlnrpil ymwbs, whose open smiling 
miuttmam:# and gtrntly tinged tmmpbskm bespoke n 
pattern who*# »tt«t|did!y of charncier differed greatly from 
the vast energy of hits phy*taal power* : he nsiuambled the 
PAm«*e Ifortruto* n\mn a reduced kcaIa. The princeiM 
approach©*! hhii, and roqiUHM-otl to mb mim muslins, from 
which che iwtcctod ivm gawni, And after having paid for 
them. to<pi&*t«d the m«Ater of the ithap to »nd his shop* 
wait with th^m, in the oounMt of half an hour, to an ml* 
draw mlm mm m her oauaI abod®. 
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The cumloHHO c.1' J0>.*inoiU lm«l entptjyd ,m np.nimmtt mu 
the third floor of a house in tho urn Thptm.mm-, whteh 
was in tlui heart of J’mis. Tim p.niciws mi tim d;v»dhm« 
knew her only as inudumo Kiw.in; her Jem., dedd r.,u- 
aisted of a housekeeper and an old man, bmh d«n%.ird o. 
a mistress whose character they well imdrraM.nl, mid 
to whom they had every motive i«> he faithful 
I loro it was, then, that the lady huaitmed i«< uwah the 
arrival of tho new object of her pkbrkm im i.imii..,,. 
You ug Moiiuuu (for Kttclt was the atiMpmait'e Mamed ivti'. 
not long 1 cro lie arrived with his p.nod M^law 
d'ISginont was ready to receive him; elm had had W if. 
fioiont time to exchange her shabby walking il.n, f„» 
one which bespoke both coquetry amt vnlnphimifmew*; 
tho softness of her Hmile, and tlm hint of her ieaime» 
announced ono whoso warmth of passions would lodd 
out the most nattering hopes of miweM to him who 
should seek her love, 


Matlamo RohhSii and the young shopman were u,.,,n en. 
gaged in conversation, further animated by the bright 
glances sent direct from the eyes of mad.imr* p, the mi- 
guarded heart of her admiring visitor, Kmbddmmd by 
Jho graciouHnesa of her maimer, he presumed to p.mdi 
her fair hand: tho lady, in infected anger, r,*, and 
commanded him to quit the hotum, The termed ymitb 
foil at her foot, imploring pardon f»r hi* Imbltim*' mol 

Sniin RBt n qU,tlCcl 11,0 Xmm *** lh# 

Ko sin could pronounce tho fcrxiven»M he demanded. 

ho fool was (doubUoifl) tho prince*"'* ernUmmmi, 

“ h ® ]m !l bpMI * h * «P * «»rt he w<mld have «m. 
ducted himself very differently. a 

Thin 81111. ions of proceeding w «, however, hr fr«„ 

mg /faploMtog u, ti, 0 pH,,*,,,. Bn lho cnm „ry, „ 

adventure 0 AeoordlnS, tn^theWlowIng 'ITT* l!.!" 

sLo Tll ft ? 8lom<lr «• «» 

*4J?ACafS£i5«£i: 


when, after having M’rvnI the mh-irvHN of hit) though in, 
ho hetud her request ot hfo ittiitiirr to allow the gooda 
h)w hud mdntnl to he will to her rttsddence; and equally 
Win* he hmpsi'icd that »lns omitted to name him nn Him 
peraon »>hr should t ouvry them. Nevertheless, ns 

may ho imagined, Mnimui obtained poNmision of tint 
p.nvrl, and wan *w»ou mu hhi way to the me Tiquetomm, 
wliPir lie tmuul the hulv men* hmguidmq; and attractive 
than lodme; mul *n*m they wi se deep In the nuwt, earnest 
ami inlrienlisq* i nmveiMUtion, Moinau, who now saw that, 
hin holdnetin wan mil dirqdeudiq,* to the lady, became more 
and mose pipminriug; inn*, hi* overtures were rehuted, hut 
wo gristly, that it only homed hi* thinn*; nor wan it till 
Atlor i rile ruled pwtyn'ft that he rmemded in obtaining 
her juomine io meet him tat the following Sunday. The 
prim'tfn»4 hhe a atkilhd mwno uvrrr, reckoned upon the 
ttddilmual violence hinmdoy would receive from this delay. 
The Hilmi-n with which *hr had imqmed him would 
only gain ntrcngih ley thus deirmug the day for their 
next mcrltng, whd«t he would have time to meditate 
upon the vimitt an well mt the vhasmu of her he had won. 

q’he long 1m«hrd fur Sunday at length arrived, and 
Moireau wan IhM at the place of rendm-mw, Hiw wimple 
drr»w augmenting hia natmvd looks, whilwl the 

counts had spared to* paim* to o.-ndm-d her appearance 
t;.«U;«daicd to e.aptiv«ie ami seduce, AH reserve wjist 
thrown aside • amt to unthtly the eager cnriortiiy of her 
lover, she stated fjrrwU to \m the widow of a country 
lawyer, who had imuse t*» 1’ari* to carry on a lawsuit U 
would he uncles to fallow the priruttfl* during the further 
cowrie of this meet mg, Huffier* it to $<ny, that Moircnu 
and mailaum d'Kjjimmi « pa rated mutually happy and 
saliufled with each other,. 

The youth, win* wo* now ».ge» gone in love, had only 
readied' Ida iwcniy*ftroml year, and madatne Rosain was 
hi.® Hfssi aU48i.;hnienh So ardent and impetuous did hi* 
passion hourly grow, that it become a upede# of inwmity. 
On the other hand, the high ‘torn dame, who had tltiin 



MEMOIRS OF JKANNK VAUHlOOClrk 


158 

of the young shopman. Indeed, so much imvtdty mid in. 
tercst did «ho experience in her now mmmr, Umt, f-n* 
from finding herself, as she had e*pn-trd, diNpmed {.1 
relinquish the affair (as she had unthipainl) «u Urn end 
of two or three interviews, which aim had imugim d 
would have satisfied her capricious fancy, she put oil, i.» 
an indefinite period, her original project of ending ihu 
affair by feigning a return to Hie Country, 

This resolution, however, she did not feel emu ago to cam* 
into effect; and two or three months rolled rapidly uw>m 
without any dimimtUou of their reciprocal dame, when him 
fine Sunday evening Moivemi, whose time liiiiij; Imuvily mi 
his hands, took it into his howl to visit tlm «q,ma, Tlio 
species of amusement constitutes the nrf/ta utn# *<! the do 
lights of a Frond 1 eit, Molrouu seated himself in the pit, jm»i 
opposite the box of the gentlemen in waiting, d im jn » 

formanco was « Castor mul 1‘ollux M At Urn e. 

of tho second net a sudden noise and hurtle Um-w 
M oircau from tho contemplative admiration into vvhnh 
tho splendor of tho piece had thrown him. The dfotmh. 
anco arose from a general move, which was taking place 
in tho box belonging to the gentlemen in waiting. 
Madame d'Egmont hud just arrived, attended hy four mV 
fivo grand lords of the court covered with gnld, and 
decorated witli tho order of the Holy Ohmn, mid twn 
laclioa richly dressed, from whom aim was dhuiugmMiml 
ns much by the superior magnificence of her attire m* hy 
iter striking boauty, 

Molroau could not believe hl„ eye.,; he Ml Mwirrnl ho 
bohold madaroo Rouln, yet ha fnnclml he imiei i» under 
tho influence of some fnntnMh; dream; hot awry |,,„k 
evory goBture of the princess, a t, •!«#», whirl, 

would km oaenpod tho notice of n common obwrvor, 
but winch wore engraved In indelible characters .... the 
heart of her admirer, all concurred to assure him that ho 
recognised in this lovely and dawling female, m *„| en , 

fros J i 1? r,r r ° B ,“" y " ttemk ' 1 ' Ule cherished mis* 
lmd M, ,, n ll0n8 V 8l ' B Wham lllnl *«» wmlil to 
auL™ Ho t itonend 

quostlonB to those about him, from whom he learnt litis 
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iiwii (“Mow* amt exulted rank of Her Ho had 

wvu. Hvaorly **tdd Ho if-atruin (hr Itur/U of joy, when 
lulmund flwt (hr fak ohjni, glittering with jewels tout 
radiant in beauty, yum the daughter of Richelieu, m«l 
ll»r wife of owe of the prium* of the noble house of Kg* 
lit* *nt . 

A thousand tumult mm» and Mallei ing ideas rushed in 
loovdrt to (hr bruin of ymmg Mi.iirau, anil he Nitw in im- 
th Ipathm a long and bullion vi .la opening before him. 
!'««a ine^peiurwrd youth? Hr mhd«*ok the wisest ami 
t»a(r-4 |:«u|l». which would have hem to have appeared 
ignorant of the h^h rank of !dr» mktrew, and to have 
induced Ion’, iron* motive** of atln lion, to preside over 
)ii ( Poioum*, tool to iiho t*y hen mr.mw without allowing 
lo r 10 jor-prj'S h* ym-M-hinf Ion ubdity to bestow riehes 
and p» element Hr, on the tout wry, hastened to her 
with the iO'i'Mtmt nt hu Having dinniverrd her real rank 
and station, Madame d'Eynmnl, whoae aelbpoHSCMHkm 
enabled her to * am *«l the terror and nnensiucss Ida re* 
vital inspired hr* with, Iklrued calmly and silently till 
he had » rased «j*e«kiog\ and then asked him, with ft 
playful sunile, if h« w«* »jni«e sure of being in hi* right 
muine*? how nihprwhtt could you,** said she, *cwi» 

fu«e h p«wr Mh»v*tfe widow like myself with the rich and 
powerful prfui."*OMt yon »j#pak of f My friend, you are under 
the inrtuouw of a. dream; believe me, 1 tun neither more 
nor ferns than p»$*ir widow U*wmmh, and can IhmsI of no 
claim to Ihn itUurirhma name of Kgmwit or Richelieu, 0 
Mm the morn she the Itraa she persuaded, end 

young M ml re ft m waa n»4 in be rmisoned out of hie con* 
vkikot of her identity with the high 4 ns rn prinee#iof Eg* 
titMt, and he a.lternat*4y #ropk*y*?d. threats and promises 
to kid nee her to the fuel; hut llm lady was firm 





to bring the affair 
anger at the per* 




Ural he would pub* 
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liah hla adventure ilmnuit I'am; an rmpiy W { 3 j t ,j ( 

hia devotion to this prinvm vv»uiM mnr i Imv* j TH)l , Uri j 
him to carry Into execution. 

Madamo d'Kjymoiit, however, \v«» mi *.* nMf * 
aecrot wall snfa, ami alio lost ml m in ^,,^, 1 . 1 - 

to the house of M. de Sailing u< >.Uum h»m b.i a 
47//V w//<7 ngainwt Urn Ah^pnt-.xi. 

In tiio .street, wan conveyed away, ond » 4S » 5 , 

In a madhouse, where, but for a V „ M 

hoar, ho would doubtless he null 
I happened to he with the Mug tohr» ih* 
of police arrived upon iiiautr* *.nnr« ; i«*t wish j»n »-i„ 
ploymont, According to riMfmi*, 
lolmdanythinK very nm>N M « u» ?,* tam " 

Many thing*, Hive," rq.lM Hr, •*», 
anecdote of madnmo d'KgimW; l,„ i, 
to us, word for word, wind i | mv .r VmU Tj 

king laughed UU he cried; hk for no* alffo/ l V«» m m 
H e p Anding the tide mdlkhmtly mob i„ *.!*,„ ll 

plototTccdnllnl™ " ‘ W "’ rt 11 *« — 

yoluSm !,,^ ym, ' w " ' mmU «•*< 
rnlZr" ' vicUm " ( « unpr » 

(< What would you have me do?* 1 r »»,. ^ .. 

Uw h W«*w 

r r 

■is s:; 

« pear it tJ ?! ,* ? R,ch ®l**« ««d 
*<wu it not," cried I, «|f vmiP raaW „ 

I will undertake to bring the nwV ? , 

toapprovo of your nroe^Un , * ««d he* n n *b 

foully, lot th* m g i ,f i s‘ : r l r /■" •** •* 
ta wor.clIshoul ( fb 0 t e “ , : : 


I for 
88 M% , * 

Inww so me, 



bust cur De Gorn : 

Wishing - to make an estimate for the present year of the 
peases of managing the estates of my lands in the Duchy of Burgundy, 
•unty of Anxerre , and of Charolloix adjoining thereto, in order to do 
ml is necessary for the good of my kingdom and for the country in general, 
d desiring that you should attend an assembly for the purpose of giving 
ur advice on the propositions that may be made there , and your consent and 
reement to whatever may be concluded and decided upon, I send you this 
ter as a summons, requiring yon to appear at my city of Dijon on the 
trteenth day of July next, inhere I shall employ you, with others who 
U debate on the said matters and upon anything that may arise concerning 
•f service and for the good of the counhy. Assuring myself of yonraffec- 
w» I pray God that He will hold yon, Monsieur De Gorn, in His holy 
tying. Written at Versailles , the tenth of May, 1766. 

LOUIS 


Phelippeanx 
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This manner nf speaking pleased the king; and, min- 
ing in M. do Sui tines, " Lieutenant of police/ naid he, 

« y,m huve heard my fair chancellor; you will net in strict 
conformity with Urn orders who will transmit you from 
me." 

"Then take, these orders now, air,” said I: “in the first 
place, this llUivmed young Moireau must immediately ho 
not sit liberty, and my own police (for I must toll you I 
hrnl them ) will give me the faithful account of nil your 
proceedings in this affair," 

The king comprehended my meaning. “ You will keep 
a careful watch," added he to M, de Surtlnes, “that no 
harm befalls thin unfortunate youth, whom, t beg, you 
will discreetly recommend to quit Franco ere the malice 
of those who have rearfun to fear his reappearance works 
hint some evil," 

. “And who, Hire," asked 1, "shall dare injure one whom 
yuur majesty deigns to honor with your protection?'* 
“Madame/ replied M. de Hm tines, "even ids majesty’s 
high patronage cannot prevent a secret blow from some 
daring hand; a quarrel purpoHely got up; a beverage 
previously drugged; a fall from any of the bridges into 
the river; or, even Hie supposition of one found dead, 
having destroyed himself/ 

“You make me Mmddrf/ until w in thus unveiling 
the extent of human depravity. So, then, lids young 
man, whow only fault appears to. have been llmt of cap- 
tivating the ryes of a noble, lady, should perish in a 
dungeon, or nave hie life at the sacrifice of country, 
friend®, canned tones and all this for having listened to 
Urn pamiton of a woman, ns licentious In manners a» 
illiwlriou* by birth: this frightful injustice rouses all my 
indignation. Well, then, since the power of the monarch 
of France h. inmififctont to protect hi* oppressed subject 
in hi* own realms, let him shield him from want in a 
foreign land, by allowing him ft pension of one hundred 
)mii a. I will lake upon myself to defray the expenses of 


where stood my mretaire, to 


l to the adjoining room, 
take from It a thousand 


u 



i6a 


MEMOIRS OF JKANNK VAl’ItICKNIKK 


crowns X wished to give for tin.* pm pmse, The king held 
mo back by my arm, saying Im me, 

“You are the most excellent eieutme I know of, hut 
you sec I am always muster, l will umbo taka to* pro- 
vide for this young- man. M. do Similar/ j»ui»im*d he, 
<( I wish to secure to him a llmmuind cimwik yearly; and", 
further, you will supply him with six tlmmsuud limn* 
ready money, which M. de la Horde will repay h. your 
order. Now arc you satis/mf, Crutif* waid the king, 
turning to mo. 

My only reply was to throw my unmi around hk link 
without ceremony, spite of the prmumvo of », witu.- w 
who might blush at my familiarity. "You me indeed/ 
said I, “a really good prince; it b\ only a pity you will 
not assort your right in rule alone.** 

“You are a little rebel/ cried he, K to doubt my absolute 
power.’ 1 Tills tone of playful gaiety was kept tip wane 
timo after tho departure of the lieutenant of police 
M. do SartlnoR returned next day to tel! me that every- 
thing had been accomplished to my desire. M M, Motrenit M 
smd he, « 1ms left prison, mid departa for Spain to hou imw 
mornings his intention la to join Koine friend* of hb «| 
Madrid. IIo Is informed of nil he ow«v you. mid « n * 
ti oats your acceptance of Ida most grateful ami rewtful 
acknowledgments. Will you mo him }* 

onlJ' h th„|.T UUl 1)Ci «»«w^cd I; Stay to him 

ody that I request ho will write to me upon 1,1* arrival 

Mdronu did not disappoint me; ami m „„m » a hi* 

tho dato d ont h r t0ned C ° W 1,1 
g io date of tho place from which It was written and 

STi l r^“ ,h - 

Rosah'tolloml yrnfg 

with plemuiro of mv Iwvlim dm \ T ‘ w Ixdluve that she will ten.ru 

youth from tho cruelty of the LEL/ l ° *"*** Uw 
young man no loncror womiti d %mont, Till* lM©Jwtf«g 

— - i s 
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In n itebshlfihiu Mn^him, mi<lci‘ the pt.vvciful patronage of the 
kl»K **f Rout* o, wlt>i H In |h‘mh'V‘Imh *>(' umy lireunmlumio relative 
l. ( Uip iillulr. I Hknwl»« knmv the wlmln »<f the mutter, uml have In 
my keeping Urn iHrltuguhlo pmnfa of all I hut took place; mat 
I hewelWwunl have any reason l<» complain of the ciutiUiMt) 
il’Rnunmi, I nhall pnhtiwh these »l«H-nnu?niu with peunMon of tltotte 

a Tim jinl'lh’ wilt then Im e»Mhle*l to judge of the virtue and 
hunmnitv of mm who uUoU t-. treat im* with n ridiculous disdain, 
Timm no law jiHaim>t w fair holy having Invent and mlmitent, 

hut a •umn one f.oMd* h< <r to c*ouim»ud or pmvuiu their tkwlrmtion, 

1 wnhvv am ; met inaduum dKgim-nt's fnima n.mhul will decide my 
Hllett. p met iti«. n tmti. 'Urn alfah with Mnhrau is not the only one, 
Others of men w g»»ver »ln pjModed it, I tan i*nt»liol» the whole to- 
K Ptlmu»tmi, I Mprd, my dei.«ndmdien on thin howl dejHmdii wholly 
amt nut holy np.n th« manner in which nmdunm d'Rgmont shall 
hriicef. j wool 1 .•O'lui'i hruwif towards me. I h’K nmdume de Kfewin 
will allow urn to nnl^*ilm niymdf. with every feeling she no well 
hirvl’d, 

n ||ev very hutnl.le and need nl.e llent nervnnt. 

«TllK I'oMlHSMK I0< ltAHWV. > ' 

I lunl communicated to im nm* lint Meerut «*f this ven- 
gciuuitt; 1 wiwhnl |t« krt'i* the delight of thus exciting Urn 
r <»}»0 of tho piimeswc d'l\gm**nt nil l<» myself. I wits 
ceiiaiii, that whatever might henceforward he her line of 
condut t toward'* me, that whenever rite found herself in 
my j*re^me, »\w would bitterly feel the stings of nn lic- 
ensing i't.ntwiruee, and the gnawings of that worm which 
dtaih not in the heart of hypocritical and wicked per- 
sons, more rapeHuHy when compelled to meet the eye of 
those who e<«uld tmmn*k them in a minute. 

On the following day l received a visit from the due 
do Richelieu Spilt} of the many endeavors he made to 
appear smiling ami good humored, a deep rage kept its 
station round his month, and contracted his lips even in 
the midst of the artificial smile with which he sought to 
dissimulate hi* wrath, 

n Madame, good morning, ** said he to me, K I come to 
offer my congratulation*, you really are become quite on© 
of u«; upon my word, the most experienced courtier has 

nothing more to teach you." 

« I am m in ignorance of the cause to which 1 may 
ascribe theee oompUmenu« M. 1® MartSchal, which I greatly 
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fear surpass my poor merits; and which rven y<m will he 
compelled to retract them when 1 urn In-iter Imuwit to 
you.® 

<( Foar it not, tmulwno,® said he, K ym»r c.mimrnvmmmt 
is a master-stroke; and the letter you ycMimday itddivwmd 
to the comtosso — tt 

•Ah, sir,” exclaimed I, with unfeigned uwbminhimmt, 
({ in her place I certainly should not have selected you m 
my confidant in the n flair. * 

“And who could she hotter have wtatfatl than her 
father? But that is not the innllev in hand, Mydmigh. 
tor is filled with anger Against you; and it 1 must *)wnk 
the ti u tli, E do not think your behavior towards her miito 
what it should have been.” 


“ Really, monsieur, I was not prepared for a reproach 
of this kind; and wlmt can nmdunm d'Kgoumt uilogo 
against mo? Tis she who hmt pursued mr with the uimt 
bitter sarcasms, the most determined mabVe; and, l may 
add, the most impertinent behavior, I entreat your pardon 
for using such strong expressions, but her behavior all, ova 
of none milder. And wlmt have I done in mv Mini? 
snatched from a lingering death mi unfortunate young 
man, whoso only crime consisted in having pleased thin 
unreasonable mndamo d'Kgmom. I procured the king** 
protection for the miserable object of the priu cart Aifm?, 
tion; l obtained his safe removal to Another country; 
and haying done nil this, I eomrmmhrated my knowledge 
of the transaction to the comiewo d*I>g»mmt, Ikm ihta 
hoar any comparison with her line of conduct towards me > « 
But your letter, madame; your tatter— * 

aware- Ud n j| 0 n ! Uo 1 ? 1 tton# Bud «*w*ndroema, air, l mu 

ntrodtv 2 1 upon Urn 

Atiocily of such an abuse of power." 

onomies, l>nr ° th °" roBoIved ' n ***m*, «'»k« u. your 

n »t“ii 1 aI l 0Uld ^ VCry Borr> '' mon " lellr 1« due, 10 be com. 
po lod to such extremities; but if your frienekhin ™,w 
only be purchased at the price of 

tto'flrst nr? i ” 8U ! t8 0f y0Ur famU »- 1 *«M '* 
first to coasc to M plro to It If rand 11 me tPEpncmt 
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holds herself’ aggrieved by mi*, let her carry her com* 
plaint before the parliament; we shall then hco what 
rmlreMH who will gel She 1ms eumpromiHtul the king’s 
name by an arbitrary act; ami since you thus attack me, 
ytm must not lake it amiss if I make the king acquainted 
with the whole busmens,** 

The murrchul, surprised at mo severe a reply, could 
no lmqjer restrain the. rage which (tiled him. M I should 
have thought, umdame, M said he, ** that my daughter, in 
whose veins Mow* royal blood, might have merited some 
little consideration from the comtesse dtt Harry. “ 

“It is well, then, monsieur le due,*' replied I, “to 
jH.iut out to you your error. I ace in my enemies their 
works and uetioim alone, without any reference to their 
birth, be it high or low; ami the conduct of madame 
d'Rgumnt has been so violent and unceasing towards 
me, that it leaves me without the amulleat regret for that 
1 have pursued towards her, 1 ' 

1 had imagined that this reply would still further 
irritate the angry feelings of the title tits Richelieu, hut 
it did not: he easily guessed that nothing but the king's 
support could have inspired me to express myself with 
wo innrli energy; and, if paternal vanity strove in 
his heart, personal interests spoke there with even a 
Im voice, ltd therefore sought to lay asidt? his anger, 
and, like a skilful courtier, changing Ids angry look and 
lone for one of cheerfulness; 

* Madame, " said he, * l yield; r see it will not do to 
enter the list?* against you, I confess 1 came lids morn- 
ing hut to sound your courage, and Already you have 
driven me off the field vanquished. There is one favor 
I would implore of your generosity, and that is, to bo 
silent m to all that ha# transpired,* 

M shall not speak of it, monsieur la due,* replied I, 
much moved, * unless you or madame d'Egmcmt set me 
the example." 

14 In that ew the affair will for ever remain burled in 
oblivion; bub madame, I will not conceal from you, that 
my daughter ban tome your most bitter and Irrecon- 
cilable enemy.* 
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w 'I'he motive.H which have minuted me, mmiHiem \v 
mardclml, arts such an to leave me very little e.oierm 
upon that flubjeet. I Hatter inyaelf thi« mmii will not 
keep you away from m,\ who wouht fain rrefe.m m t,rmly 
on-your friemlMhip an you may do on mine " 

Tlic mareolml kted my hand an token of auuiy, ami 
from tltat moment the mutter wan never mentmued ' 

A nfmilar neene had already oeiurrnl with the pnmr 
do Soubfoe, relative to the exile of hi* daughter Wan it 
not somewhat Hlrnnge, an well an unjnnl, that all the 
noblemen of the day winlied t* * preserve to their lelattonn 
tho right of offending me with impunity, without permit. 
Ung me even the right of defending n.vM-lf 



(’ll A !*TKU XIX. 

Mil'hnUP »t»l |Um*V *v : ptU<i»r-* liMin itlfl'kllU' tin lli'ttl II hl’tU'IS k* 

IVM-VH lUvr.X U4iv V,. !’<.)< Nlil » >1 iHuUiiltt" H kj«inh • Tk Mill I’ 

)t, h iV«>s.vr*a.ntj..j» vrh|< iunU<n»iu 'it 1 MhvjMlx*-. First vl«ll 

I.. njni.nUy Is-.ut^urn i.i diw ♦Mtmir.’vi hum n'"hig lltillMrr 

Kitty;’.*. l»wrtiU* \Us> - The MVllhbk'p 

.{•' St'ttUn, 

Inm »|Nfil*.-**l child *•!' fartrnu?, I Itml now ulUim.nl thu height 
ui my wiwlu-!*, Tim king's puwdun augmented duily, 
«mtl my empire Wcurtm such us to defy the utmost 
midr-ivors of mv enemies h« undermine it. Another 
woman in my |*1 «t c would have »vvtl her power in 
MrikiMw irmu' amount all who wore opposed to lior, but 
U.r my’ own pari \ emuented myself with repulsing their 
HUoMijiU in injur* me, Mini in proceeding to severity 
only when my personal iuieiwis were ton deeply con* 
emimtl in admit of my pacing the metier over in silence. 

Th* re was tm amnuiiiim bn* infamous to he hud to my 
dirtier, mher enormities they scrupled not to 

allege that 1 had tu rn thu murderess of babel, the king's 
ViiUt-th'-i AmwAi**, who died by poison \ Was it likely, 
was it probable? thiii 1 sdmuUl seek the destnudiem «f him 
Ir, whom l owed my elevation, the most devoted of 
friend*, and far whom my heart cherished the most 
lively w?n** ol gratitude ? What interest could I possibly 
derive frmu th« perpetration of wieb a crime? The im* 
putiition w«* fan absurd for belief, but alandor cares little 
for the seeming improbability of *uc.h an event t he 
■simple fact remained that Utal was dead, of course the 
cruel and unjust ttmwnquenco hecaine in the hands of my 
enemiM, that t had been lira principal accessory to it. 

My mmt trifling actions were ntonpnmM with the 
same blwk malignity. They even made ll # crime > In me 
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to have written to niudanm do iVum, thanking her for 
her pant kindnesses, and thus mtiing her hi liberty m 
rotiro from the mercenary semces she jneicmlrd to have 
afforded me. And who emild blame me for seeking to 
render myself independent of her control, or f«u luvum. 
in ff weary of t!iu tyrannical guidance of one who had 
taken it into her lwmd that 1 had become her mh p, M p. 
orty, and who, in pursuance of this idea. |»«r«d and tor. 
mented mo to death with her follies amt r and hum, amt 
oven took upon herself to ho out of humor at the leant 
indication of my attaching myself to any other lady of 
the court. According- to her view of thing*, gratitude 
imposed on mo tlm rigorotm law of forming an intimacy 
with her alone; in a word, she w-reked over urn the 
moat galling dominion, which my family hud long conn- 
aollod mo to shako oif; in truth, 1 was perfectly tiled of 
boaring the yoke her capricious am) overbearing temper 
imposed upon mo, lint I determined, if powildr. to do 
nothing hastily, and to endure it with patience m long as 
I could. Hut now that the number of my female friend* 
was augmented by the addition of the mnt M u(«* dc Mom 
moroncy and tho comtmme ri« Hldpiu) ! determined mi 
longer to boar the constant display or madarne do Hearn* 
despotic sway, and finding no chance of ammimmlmbm 
om tastes and humors, I, resolved to free rnywclf from 

Z, hfi 0 '! A ". 0 i l "’ r f wwful r «“» f»r thu nmmr*. 

wm. tho dmllke with which tho king regard,, 1 hw . „ u , 

tlmt Bho wtiH deficient In l.lrih or gnml breeding lmt 

“ho mo« ”vu| 0ll " h ° f i' llRl ’ ’ ifa " 1,e introduced 

the most vulgar and provincial tmmnow. « f«„u of »|| 

other* most ofton.lvo to the king, wink, dllgLt Jm 

furthor excited by tho tmdlsgulwd nvlillty with which at 

tho klnrtn ri" "''I 0 TO '' glU *" r " l,er K' 

quo o ZZZr' eLy l ° m0 " M ‘ * < m ' hrrl "" 

»l™n?n'rr\ nl ? yfl ° n llw w,llcl1 10 O'* 1 ® 6 every p« 
vantage to herself. Immediately tluu the kimr 

7 ,ntemton <>f i 

(«Hhor care for mo, -You are quite right,- r,M he, Mo 
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ml rid of this iriiuMtmtmie woman, who never visits us 
without cttlculnlhiK the degree of Interest she win derive 
r,nm It iiutl seems to me, whenever she iipprotichoH me, 
tho' ' she were devising some fresh petition to obtain 
Ami now, loo, Hint the first hi, licit of the court 
iill your driiwing-nmnis, why should you cmltno hot 

'"suenRUiMietl try the* winlimanlH on tho klng’B part, 

I 'lost no lime hi writhin' to miithmio do l«e»m u letter, 
of which ninny fnlne coplon worn eireuhited; howovm, I 
Hiibjoin the following ns the verituhlo epistle ndthessed 
by nus U» tl»« ttOwntmiHi — 

it wMl u\ 1 |H| iju* Itpltflit of »hjUM«whh on my \mrt lo 
ho. n.Xr«m klnjInoM *,,, inicmilon y--; 

srs. ir. 

Hull 111 wily y*»M lmv» «* > j 0 oRw , m -{ „f ihe cminlty, 

l,w 7 M t Tlml ’vmii will nUow no em»W#mllon mmwAw\ 

I wrlio m *»i« " w * w Ukm hU (, nlnco our 

wlili me 1** ‘ u ’ ,w,, ‘ ! j 5 , v o ft wintM of impntlonco lo Uw 

vi«a » wrtj r r« ; ; ?;> lx K ! »urs«,d u»a n, *■» * * 

ffiL* XI n ,1 »aXld»m,«r» t„ evince tin, amtlhnl. will, which t 
slmlt «vor rmimlu, „ Mru l„me. ymus sincerely, 

*■ Thk CoMTMUIK mi HAIUW. 

«r. «. ■ 

MS? M >" wknm 1 iithsle. .»> > "„„hl nut 

hrltiu'ywnw't enif**"' 18 ,h « 

The jewels sent were n pair of oar-rlng. and •« ^ 

, ancireletl with (Hainontls, Uio King wns 

i m h w upon mndwiic do Mcsrn this par. 
desirous ur ll ' BUl "‘ ni ; Ue , ( , lio „ o£ hor services towards 

UCU "h„t m fdid u ily the indignation with which she 

j 1 *;!.'* Zmi .?irzT«rii"h™i!°»s 

clocltl© cl quw . , ft whilst she wrote to 

rj“.toV.K.o n f w d.,.- u F . i,.,-, »u 
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ontreatod I would keep her rcnmnlmun r alive Pi Mir 
mind of my royal protector. 

As there was nothin# oUVriHivt! in the hi vie ofthc K-iior 
I showed it to the kin#; wlien lie mum (■« ilm pan wtirr«< 
mndamo do Hearn recomnmmkd \mw\i to UU kind rpr , 
oil ce lion, and expreased her desire u* In* prrmitkd 
llirow lioi'ntilf onen mure nt hie tni, * 

mo, cried lie, “from roceiviujf this iii»rk ml ihc l„>ly-„ 
ronpoct. No, no, hIui is h,ul „ .lu,.,,,,./ 

Hhould bo bored to ilonUi worn she s „ 

Uuat to your own Riddance; try the ,,„ ttels y „„ , 
wings to boar you in safety, J fr.H wJ| 

never bo at a ban. ** Y 11 

About tills time the prince tie NmiWwr, Nn xbu« m *viiu* 
that ho no longer retained any lading .If ,! 

mo, lcqucatod Iuh miNtroNH, umthmm »k l*Hop 3 t«| , M n ... 



sa 5 ■■ 

SS-wsfaSKSs 

suitable to his tllgnlty to luive «» d he """'K>n » 

tills nobleman (as you will XlT m"'* ! his Wi 
°f tbo duties attached to hi! m!„h J ,Jras 

K.U mention tani ' 1 

to convoy an Idea of the sdir i ,M n ^' w ^ ! will serve 
which She o!u'S 0d r 1 '"““f nm ' "H »«h 

circumatancoa. from roo «t em tamping 

was the drovallor^Mtomt wbn#fl nemo 
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v<iuU>, who, «li»>Ulei»it u slate of idleness, bud contrived to 
in:, innate iiiin -idl into the good graces of the lady's maid. 
'}*lin vain, dining his muster's slay with nmdtmic, had 
likr*wltir* unn ndml llm terrace, am! penetrated, by the aid 
of another window, into the chamber where reposed the 
ohjm l of bin tender love. All this was accomplished with 
ttH ' pith' noise ns possible, in order to prevent the mis* 
chance of awakening the marquis de rildpitul, who was 
quietly nderp in an adjoining room. 

urn- dear moonlight night, at the very instant when M. 
dc thessy vva« about to step out of the window, in order 
p, return to his own apartment, a terrible crash of broken 
gliiM wan heard. The terrified chevalier sought the aid of 
Ids ladder, but it bad disappeared. Not knowing what 
Im do, the chevalier relumed to umdame de Hldpital, who, 
hrieed with terror, had only just lime to conceal him in 
her chamber, when the marquis opened Ida window to 
ascertain the cause of all this confusion. In nn imttnnt 
the alarm spread, ami heads were, popped out of the dif- 
ferent windows of the entitle, each vicing with the other 
in vociferating * Thieved thieve*! murder! fire! w 

't'he uuiortnuatc author of all this disturbance was the 
unlucky valet; who, in his ovcmigermnw to reach his 
ItuUim-a, had attempted to climb his ladder so nimbly, 
that it fell down, and, striking' against the windows of a 
room near which he had fixed it, hud broken several 
panes of glass, The poor valet never stopped to replace 
the ladder; hut, terrified as well as hurt by his rapid tie- 
«ceut, scrambled oft an well ns he could, abandoning his 
master In Ids present critical situation. 

'Hie ladder thrown down in the courtyard was abun- 
dant proof Hint some audacious attempt had been made 
upon the lives and safety of the inhabitants of the castle; 
and the general determination was to catch the thieves; 
for. it was presumed, ns no outlet t**^'^™* 
discernible, that they must be concealed within « 

The servants, with their muster at their head, were 
speedily assembled for the purpose, when the absence of 

the chevalier de Creasy wan observed. *° 

be ? was the general wonder. W m it possible that, ami 
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the universal uproar with which the castle had iCHouuded, 
he had .slept ho soundly us to Ik- yet minniMdouM „f »\\ 
this bustle? An over-oflidous friend wmt ujh.ji the point 
of. going to his chamber, to ascertain Urn camrn ..t his 
absenting himself at such u numu-nt, when mud, one de 
l'XXOpital ho ut to request her husband would mni,- to 
her immediately. “Sir/ said she, when they were atone. 
« the disturbance which has thus broken our rest in not 
the work of thieves, hut originates in the wltmuelemi 
licentiousness of a man unworthy of his name and the 
rank ho occupies. The chevalier de tVemiy, f„ t geifwl 
of his being your guest, and of respecting the honor of 
all beneath your roof, has dared to carry on n ba»e in. 
tnguo with my woman, in whose apartment yon will 
find him at this very minute. A conduct mi prolific 
and insulting /ills me with an indignation which I think 
that you, sir, after what you have heart!, cannot but |«r« 

The marquis de nif.pitui, who did not the thing 
n ho same serums light, sought to «,»,h W the virtum.t 
indignation of hm lady, and went hfnmelf to release the 
c^vnhor from his place of concealment, leading him 

r. 8 wlm 1 „ B n,mrtm r t 10 Jt,in l "« ««Wl «rf Hhl.Nl 
om u, who, ns may bo »npi» wl | l wore ,m»M« buhun 

tho supposed Invaders of lhair repows, 
w°!: t i’°' 0 l !? Wi, l K , raorni "« 11111 cht !V«Her m agreed 
lo for Z < ' CttCr m “ d ‘ ,,11 °- h. ™ 

l, r hmcif ai «*• 

whom tho soono'w o t^t .T 'T", 

his lady to ro olv7 ho L 'T ,nl l»U»«Hl 

more into hTsLZ T waa irf^’V""'" ° M “ 
his solicitations- and , } ,en frfo mnl ® d to 

tho price of hor silnnL ^ r !? ce ved hundred kills m 

nation for 1 ZfoTt nlZ ^ ? l ™"l»»- 

virtue. P th0 mart l 1 "* enterulnud of hor 

wal^orC' mm, I? m "'' chlon<!,,B P'«r«> bar hu.lmml 
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qqiu choviilicsr de Creasy anil herself could not moot ho 
frequently us both tailed; and whilst suffering under 
tht5 void occasioned by Ida absence, chance throw in 
her way a young 1 relative of her husband'n, a youth of 
about eighteen, ns beautiful an T.ovo, mid ns daring an 
that god. They worn Hum in the country during the fine 
days of Hummer, and both lime and place were favorable 
to llm prosecution of their growing passion. One day 
nutdame do I'lldpital and her cousin wore sauntering 
about the park heedless of the approaching dinner-hour, 
and equally deaf to the Hound of the dinner-bell, which 
rung its accustomed peal in vain for them whoso cars 
were occupied in listening to nweeler sounds. At length 
the master of the house, alarmed at the protracted 
abac uce of Ida wife and friend, went himnclf, attended 
liy many guests assembled at his house, in search of the 
stray ones; the servants likewise received orders to dis- 
perse themselves over the grounds in different directions; 
ami mudume do l'UApiul aval her companion were only 
aroused to a recollection of the flight of time by hear- 
ing their names loudly shouted by a dozen different 
voices, 1 m o' Innately they were just in time to separate 
in opposite pallet, and thus to enter the castle without 
any suspicion being excited of their having been so re- 
cently in each other's company. The marquis angrily 
remonstrated with his lady for having obliged him to 
mm\ in search of her, and she excused herself by pro* 
testing that, she lmd not heard the dinner-bell. N10 
marquis replied, that the thing was impossible; and 
after some angry discussion the matter rested there. 

A few days after thin the marchioness, with her hua- 
band and cousin, were rambling over the grounds, when 
they found themselves at the entrance of a hermitago, 
where madam® de I'HdpiUl had told the marquis she had 
ant down to rest herself on the day of her failing to attend 
the dinner-hour. M. do I'Hftpital resumed the dispute, by 
protesting that from this situation the dinner-bell might 
easily be heard: the lady continued firm in piotestlng 
It could not; till, at lam, feigning extreme a'lgcr she 
exclaimed, « Well then, sir, since you refuse to believe my 
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assertion, go yourself and ring the hell an bmdly jt * y m , 
plcaso, your cousin will remuin lu re with mo, and deter, 
mino if it ho possible to distinguish (In* s.mnd limn |, rrr « 
The fool of a marquis set oil' in the height h Ui* *r ,l 
to convince! his wife, and, arrived at the Imid where the 
bell was placed, begun ringing it with all hi* might and 
main, leaving the lovers the undisturbed ..p|M, limit y th ry 
wero not alow in taking advantage id, When the mm 
quis had ceased his chimes, the loving pair went to m< m 
him. 

‘ Well, my good cniKlD,* liitpiM he, u,ry ii M l 

winch oC its wits right? Could vmi hrar it ..r n,.t <« ' 

“Vouvsdf most nsHurdly,* rc ,, | ic il lh „ piMly , 
wHliout n slight blush. » | ™,| injure y.m ihni |.,.|ti lm( , 

dame and myself luinrtl Urn Ml tint whol v ,.„ 

ringing It.* 

* There, l told you so; I told you mu*, nird \[ i0 dr 
Iighlod husband, Iriumplmntly rubbing hh hand* 

I thought when this lively and piquant adventure wan 
lolnlccl to me, that it was well worthy of bring in.nmr 
tanked by the pen of a U Kontaim*. The o'mrMm l 
gavo those anecdotes with a grace and talent peculiarly 
r own; and I sometimes imagined that uuiun »d tf w ltmiJV 
Slio fnvot'oil us with h„d , WI . take „ ,, taBP i ! “Z 

irzjTV'r 111,11 ” ho " wi «' ne ‘ | “» »>'.»•: »■»»! th,.!, 

not™ r "» "» "‘to Were the „•„! 

5 r:‘ * 

SSf prat#renc# 10 1110 *“'«>• '•* tl.« mftr&hil,' 

ncsitks, tho preference evinced by this lady j„ m 

« 'SSr? ^ 
ax. 

Of tho due do Choiseul over wi, ^ RBcrol| y toe mlsirom 

«wplre with tho duchoUe da till 1,6 0X6n ; l *“ 1 “ «|x-‘l 

UWIimont « and l was t?mry 
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,1,4V object of Mniuu fresh attack on their part. I used 
Hoinclinicu to complain of this to the mnrdchnle. t( My 
,1 C , 4,. friend,” i»ho would reply, "I am fiorry, but cannot 
help it; in the midst of times such as wo live, in, and in 
Kueh a emit L too, the prime tie Hcuuvuu nspircH to be h 
n»»ble Roman, ami would fain be the Cato of bin country 
!il least., When l recommend to him a creator decree of 
prudence, he talks to nut of virtue, «h tho' at Versailles 
«lutv did not comas! in Implicit obedience to the wishes 
of our roval master; either obedience, or absence from 
court is the golden rule laid down, from which none dare 
deviate, As to my aiMler-iu-law she aims at the heroic 
likewise, alt ho her models arc. formed from another 
school* in fact, she has pored over the romances of Cyrus, 
Ouwsuiidcr, ami Ctelia, till she is half bewildered, and 
bolds forth u)*ou the virtues of these famous heroines, 
till 1 am fnsmumily upon the point of exclaiming, 'Ah, 
mv dear, it is all very line; but Clelia and Mundane 
would not have shared their bed with the due do 


Choisnul. 1 " , , . 

Hy { ) | r‘ ne lively Malliim the nmvdtdtalc succeeded in di- 
vining my anger from her relations, and I generally far- 
pot mv resentment in a hearty fit of laughter, brought 
on by her sprightly conversation. I found myself become 
daily nmie attached to her, and her presence helped to 
consol® me for the many vexations I continually en* 


Tbc greatest disagreeable ness t encountered waft occa* 
h|o ned by the capricious behavior of the princesses, who 

■rnneilme* received me with pleasure mul«l ^^corclinJ 
n disposition to annoy me in every possible way, according 
nJ i ii suited Urn whims mid wishes of those about them. 
The following may serve m an instance of ihoir ' 

The prince do CmM having announced his intention 
of UdL n grand flic M Chantilly, the princesses de- 
dared they would not be preiwnl if I were there. The 

prince de Condi, *ph« «< »•» cWm to <■ >« 

man, was nevertheless one of the most ruuu 

coortlm, »d m «aon w ho was informed of Uw > pr 
intention, ho «*mo, without ceremony, to explain tho 
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matter to mo. This wan the iir?u viwit lit? hml Immued 
mo with. “Madame,” Haiti ho, W I hml tlnttcrnl my^lf 
yott would have enibelliHlifi! Cimnlilly with y«o»r piwmvj 
but the bcautieK of the court, f,»n» justly ulmmcd ut the 
idea of being- eclipsed by yum* tht^tinj.; rhmms, have *u, 
HucccHHfully nium euv red, tlml they have wrought njwm 
tho royal daughter* of our august uumutvh i»« tlm hur, 
that tlic beauty of their attending nymphs shall mu hr 
effaced by yours. You have tun imich gm»d h* 
tho affair in any but Uh true light; mu! the dumpj^mt 
montyour ubNence will inflict on nui w.mld to M '*liy 
felt for endurance, did I not week to pacify my muintm 
wIhIigh on tho mihject, by obtaining yom pit.mmu t.« JMy 
mo a visit when tho king next honor# Chantilly with hi* 
presence.” 

I foil deeply flattered by Urn invitation. The prime 
continued to pay mo aovoral elegant anti gallant *om 
plimonta; and I was, upon the whole, charmed with our 
interview. However, the king wm highly di»p|«««d with 
Ida daughters' proceedings. tt I have a groat btylb 
nation,” said lio, «to forbid their going b» Chantilly at 
lUl. Upon my word, if I were to listen to than, they 
would fain make of mo tho name puppet, they allow them 
solves to become in the hands of the greatest simpleton 
who will take the trouble of leading therm* 

I endeavored to appeate lii« Mger, by reroln.lln M him, 
z M°, 00l r C “ |Mct Infection from hi« tUiighlera: 

* * > f< ff ““ lhc) ' Wer< * 10 hMr wnlimmlljf 
spoken IU ot by my enemlei, It wait next to (mm«#llilo 

ln7n«° U ? t b ° t0 pr#vonl f»m mlt.pl. 

,5 tl «?» °P 1 » lot > of lho«o around them. -Ami that,- mUI 
ho, in what I principally find fault with What 

inT £ l ° ?°, Wl ‘ h " pi , nff th0 lon<i fhoso Bto.il them; 
thoao whnm P T f 0 r >6lr J My tc “ hM lllem '« 
my dl 8 pWo,» WlU UlkC t0 lel U,ew kri " w 

ch £" '" y r ,°! K,0aV “ rB were ln v#ln ! I could 

do SanlU l* P " ri , ,0M| MUl ' BUmmo " i "K the are 

h ,° W* to Wm in a manner that 
evinced his Intention of making him nepauiU. for ih'e 
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lionn of lhr» prim-mmes. Hour M. de Roquelnure called 
nil Urn tiaiitt* in paradise in witness his innocence. 

"Silence, ail'," exclaimed the king, “I am perfectly cer- 
tain thin aiiair 1ms not gone on without your knowledge, 
Rtul probable participation 1 know you well for a per* 
sum devoted to the ladies, ns n guy, gnlhml gentleman 
need Ire ; 1 know likewise that you expend the revenues 
of your bishopric ami livings upon the prettiest girl# of 
p rtl to- thus 1 run hardly joippow you would have counselled 
my daughter** conduct No, l Maims those wicked and 
vindictive Meamlahmimgers, whuse age is their only pro- 
tection, ami those intriguing men who beset my daugh- 
ter*" ear*.* 

« Sire,® protested the trembling bishop, * I entreat you 
10 iMdirve 1 am inm*-*>nt of the whole affair, “ 

••Sir," interrupted ihe king, w 1 know well that you nro 
a a giHnt a com lie r a,n 4. prelate, hut still I believe you 
merely wpc your better*; am \ far from entertaining any 
personal dinlike to the corniest du Harry, you would not 
object to receive either the archbishopric of cTAlbl or 
Sen* from her hands, were they in her power to be- 


stow 

The mivvrwUirm went nn in thin style for more than 
half an hour The king, who had amused himself highly 


at the terror of the l»Mn*p, left off in excellent humor. 

This interview had not been productive of equal amuse- 
ment to M de Hewpielanre, whoMt self dove had been 
deeply humbled by the way 111 which the king had spoken. 
No soon nr did he feel hlvnsalf at liberty, than he has- 
tened to comm n meat# to the prine#s®e« the violent tils* 
pleasure they Had excited; and these ladies, so brave 
and daring whilst their father appeared to offer no show 
of authority or aaerer. durst nmcocd no further when 


of it-, and they 


they heard of his serimi*)? 
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mo with the united oomphmenbs of the irnyul winter n, 
who nil joined in reijiunilrntf the idemmio of inert my 
mo At Chantilly. Hud not the prime dotom!,* ludd , m I 
tho flnUerititf primped of giving me a wholly u t 
my«olf, in all probability I ahmdd have pMit<?d j, y ,), r |, 
invitation t but knowing of the Brn-i burnt hm of the 
Prince, I returned for i\mmv, *tim it vv m , mtMnritjy 
flattering and gratifying to me, to liml that I Mill prr«u ml 
any portion of the prineesHea' kind favor, Imt that I 
abundantly honored i.y tho intimnt Urn *.f >„ v | jlwnw 
bcinjy agreeable, Noverilwfoiw, no I had K ,»„| nwhor.iy 
for conjecturing that it might 11 -t W npndlv im many 
of the ladies of their court, I ahmiM nhnum from giving 
olfenco to any one by my presence. " ' 

( Ah, matlame,” cried M, do korpirhmrp, W 1 rntrrai of 
you not to insist upon my carrying tho burnt vmi ,.t tho, 
mo8Hft R0 to the princesses, they would |« , muh grieved " 
WoH then, sir,” wild 1, "tell them Hod I n,„ imiu. 

l!ut *»y litmlth will detain me at 

“ i'hnt indeed, “ said he, « i* n more renppwful nmu 
"Vi ftml ftirtlust* r would vent m o {.< nn ^ „f v , H|r 

ChAnt“l! ti ' l n H,I1WS 11 k m ymr honor 

Chant dly with your presence, that vm« will have Urn 

kindness to mention in the proper quarter, that iZ 
InTthZ Tm u 1 i HdIeB immU '% m >‘ «o VMiir go. 

0 " 00 lhera!» U ° mMch *<«■ >'<•>» l-L 

„ "7r c1, #ir ;", nn " WMca >' I shall -V-, f„ P | 

Kfti! rirr 1 1 ■» 

w, r 0C ou :£„ t Tr a , mi ' ch wiui "•« ««««* 
mo E Sid x ■ 0 wil " " ,e 

JPT ‘ "° Xt 8nW ,°' 0 kln «- 1 ■»« «o him, « Vmir 

lmvo l)oe ' n InVmod “hit 


“SBortod, Hint they Imd nm m.T V, h “ vc 

10 Chantilly! and in oUTtaUf7h^ ui^U Th? 
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wr^ri' disposed towards me, Ibr y despatched tlm bishop do 
tfndk " 

♦•A tit* ’’it hi jttM-i.Mii t*i l mi iuttmded with auch a com- 
mission/ leplied the kin^f 5 w for l have, in every in* 
emit Mvmnl h» iiinlify the wMicm of thin holy 
pillar •«» the vhm.h, this worthy prelate with hi» 
double lan d politem-^, towards ihow whom lm openly 
compliment*, and irviles in private, jnm an hin inlcrcHt 
Ditty reiphre it Well! ami what did you riity t«i him?" 

* Th 4 1 utM-tf. hrnrddy thanked the prim 'esses, hut that 
the Mate »'J my health did not permit of my viHtling 
Chantilly for the present/ 

« Vital i«» *»U vet y well/ answered lauds XV.s w you 
have Homed yom with much y.ruermaty, which l 

\rvr,a\y h-ar will on . l with a very different turn; for if 
you do »o«l m'vmo'p.my me t * Chantilly, the report circu- 
lated will he, that the prlm-eimr* have lurhidden you their 
prepuce; which my dearly beloved daughters, whonts 
charm-lm* 1 fully m»d<‘i*t.md, will neither affirm nor deny 
before iho piddle, wh«M in private they will vow that 
they prohibited y<*u ft««»i hdlowiuu them, Always ex* 
ccpting madame |./r*ui«e, who I* an au^jel niton earth, tut 
»ihe will mod a»»me<lly he tow day in heaven, where I 
tru»l her prayer,-* for me and mine will lw heard, 

f did h..j at she Hole pay any particular attention to 
the latter part >*f the Mo*»/ dswoiMw, for, indeed, the 
freghtitiuK iv»« U\< mom mate renting I** me; hut when I 
afterwards trar*»t that mmkme laohfce had quitted the 
Kramtattr* of YW*adSe>» f.*r line gh*om and austerity of it 
convent, I recoil*?*- led i!„ and easily (comprehended that il 
WM »p«*fc«m i« »lUi»h*n Ho no event winch look place swine 
lime afterward and »*f which 1 shad fpeak in its projH.t 
pSacc, However, the Mug'# predict km was exactly veri- 
fied; and the rrpmt in general rircidation was, that the 
primmmm had decked their intention of not gol*»K 10 
Chantilly; it wa» further rumored, that 1 was there, but 
in ft nriVHte uml c«m*#led manner. This is wholly un* 
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sought to rcumilpuiiso nw. ft«r hi* ultsotur Uy willing » 
moat delightful letter, whirl* l will h-*- v»u«r 

filiation. To me it was nf pm mm h i»*r giv -Mm- vsilm*, f) }i u 
having 1 it« royal writer'** pmnmirnm t,. »]u*w si, u tavanm 
the finit tkiiUh-hlnvv \ aimed at Dm eaM nit*, 

The king pimmuMi'tl ft nimli gn-alrr j^atmn m» v»h 
talent than tho weukuex* ami timidity «d Wit* Htauvler 
permitted to appear. 
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UhuuIMM feu-* '* xv hU ' Uui " ,lM lUn f* ? mln ' M * 
t!« ti»« »u» >M«»r w »»**• w» ,,f tt y ,m '^ 

ifHl MMfuv«*l 1*¥ sii< * lui villnuov Mw uhUilhtt 

K wU h I.U. icimr* A ^’h ”‘ w y‘»» W «* 

,--HU ImjUjwi |«p*H» llw UikwrWImi life HiyutwIunH teller 

tit I h*» !?*:•** 


H mw *W* »«y iw**! *«teM ,M Wi ‘ r ,tt ‘ r 

HMlhoi/ H «h« U«n*y *•**■•! w*”" 1 *' 4 ? ,M um ; 1 MU ‘ ‘ f 

. M .4 Min whtl nuw ll»l- 


Mill* h*% W^'-W ihe A4v»i«<*a«* *’VPf Mm whu n**w «*l- 

. .*• i. B r N*.» ttH' |4w*>U‘ nitthiM*, I ««« * tPillmm 

nwl "fi* 1 * »■* ,u « K* 1 * 1 tt “’ 1 ® M ‘ ,W T W 

, mv •.»*•! IimhI !■-« !■»»**«* *" r H *y *»W* n K J hB 

v wli* l»m .»^W ( l ««4 -Uel «»Wa the m»ny Amhm with 
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muni be more nimjilflfly ihrrhvd (Iium 1 hod InMsjimd i^mllil,*, 
Nor can I quin* deny that I icct a iiti»i-hii<vHii>i dtlipi hi i«, 
diieln# lo 

«< ptuple </►* m'.iv. i 

Q:tt It’U/i'x, th'x/M Am/. u' £».inJ tutSt <!, 

Jh'X yeux </ V/* \uft w* it Haul- ni iVi/i *j »#■//,' 

« Anulnrt ( whit li, of I'oiuae, MtraM* mu*} t- r ^j ..mm j^ijk IhjI reply 

10 «ll Hutlr high NouudiitK prahao* and mih-gipm* *<f *o<»U *0 mhIi h 

Indy, * Kilts la well enough, irtUluly; toil t5io ♦ muiasw tin Ihn i y p\. 
coin her u hundredfold >: limn Mlnw **n>'h '••dougn, mob * „f 

coiuUoUrtmHt, mill hik Ii vain i IImi n lo »rf Jl»< ta itin.ip^diiled 
vmilty mul amhllim, 0ml I tun mrnily rm««ly to d<<* with 

« Apropofl of dying! I ln<|»lrM Um imminn *d itHsith* wlii.h cr^.t* 
place nt Clmiililly hunt week; only foil*, i5«>v mv " N*w I Until* Una 
number nulla Midichml f*.r Um «im.» of iltn pl.n«. I woSUd f rt , WH 
the village toiiiulaiy, which U Iwip mul jndp PoiMy |»Tn.«-*| J „mnt 
toil you, llmt one of my 1m* #■”»>* t-* l8 tw» la*»! f..»iniry from 

which none riiturii! Im wn*> m hill, pfitammuig e-*t mf hdhov, rpiumU* 
bio for nothin# but hl« Impprtlmn.**, wo l Uo* .mntmul r, Im 
was forever getting Into anniiigtd Utw wmil-sHi 1 ..*. Ilowt-pr, Im M tPl 
with lila dentil In some midden brawl My n.mght {.. 

Ihlrt piece of Intelligence fonu mo; hot Having oh,-*. tw*rd „f p j 
denjinUlujil Klauuiiemi to ancpitnin In what **f Urn i rinrm>y bo 

Ima I teen Interred, 

«Tlut due do Tre union talk# mm h of y»m„ and Wants grmtty !.» Uie 
honor of your friendship} W \m dohWd liWwl* pm * «,» 

Ihla la not umlae for n peer of Krwm-e, mot wWi U *1111 Mi**re grail* 
fyin#, he ima auaumed a UUe which, t MUv#„ ih »m In the kin#, 
dom will nUempt lo diapuie his I rw'ioti twiiis t , t « i fcisto 1*1 \ nil Ins hwii. 
Vlllorol l« all impatience to Mum !<« V«r»a«iU<*. Tim iImIum of 
Richelieu and d'AlRnlllon. both mO-ltt ami imjtlmw, rpr -mmeiol iU»nt' 
nolvua lo your kind rwolleetlou, Tlmit y**»i y»oi mi*y res koti ojom 

11 few devoted and ntlaeheil friends, *»v»n wju«*u! him, wto«rp tmrwt 
Ih bimlly Imelng tliow »ln « 4 end he, I mn )*»..« v**', u ii»forb»r to 
none In the truent love end alfwtlon fw yrm 

(< * ]'* ladles of whom T would havp yum }«< ntmi *m ymir eunnl 
are momlnniM do C.. de li, do P , <h ft Tim m»tty ihmw them. 
Holvim In my wny till f can mil Hmn notbinK Inn fwM fnr their 
paliiRi but I must do them the jusifc® t« my that Ut»y am iem mo- 
WUoM8 t,mn y°«* n,ul ko Umt they mihl mb pm of pm wmiki 
care very little whether l could i^«r tH»m my hmii with the other 
wnore to which they wplre; In f«t, *tk time w»t# t«xjg»tb m again, 
for the people here Beam dele mi (m 4 to prrfu. % my »t«y amonpt 
hem, My eousin entertains ua impltatly, ami nt^unnv mwmU 
•SgW.ta 8 cm * Umwl r «»» d M tHMibaBtoHmi. J® i«U« me f» hm 
euterfl m more oiurmiqg In mm gptoi m ikm w\mn pm will 
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lumoi 1 him with your piTiwnrts Am I vl>.»ht in pittmMng dmt diln 
wm j u , v. i y long? Adieu, wliut a long VUrr have I wrlUuii you. 
T will now conclude hv I •<•*»!.« *wl ug uu Inuighmiy kln-i on Oml lovuly 
J u ' 0< wh! ,h muni miWy mo DU l Imvu tlm Mlly of Mmlng y»» 

liK «AnO now, my Horn 1 blond mol falivnl ronmotM, 1 will mid my 
| m , K llimutil by <; 'd , ' im ’ >*" u BWV,n n,n 1,u,y 


(.•inn m**l keeping. M 

Tho receipt 
pUmmvro, unit 
mid morning 


iif this hitter ufhuded mo tho liveliest 
witHti to Uio Icing regularly every night 
,um mt ,n.,..K. I mlKl't i<u.*.Uuio » Hi^hwn of my 
mvn ei.lHUil.Hy «yli>, Iwt 1 will it..l; tor uHluV Urn whim- 
hUmiI noil cxlniviiKiint UiIiikh my imli Kiw# uummre to 
were rxiw.ily to Hie kiiiK’n l««e. Umy miitlu xurprlxo ymij 
1ml. mv royul «mr«H|iomli;iH lnvml lire wild mill liiy.mi’R 
turn ot my exuri'K-iimw, mid 1 fiilfillml l |iN wlnlwH; 1 >*• 1 ■ 
ImpK It wmt iml lire only lirelmure In whii'li I ijralinoil 

liiw inelluutmu. . . 

At* cousin, the rlmiiwllMi* of V rw had rcimiunm 1 to 

keep me company imdead of joining the party at Umnlll y. 
j]f\< cousin, Huy you, tool by whul Tight or title could » l. 
do Muuprou become such ? 1 will tell you Hi* o f ull 

Iso only aspired In the honor of rcluliom.hip, but nflu- 
Wftixb, turning over tho orchivcn of hi» family, ho (mind the 
nuiHt incontestable proofs of hin belonging to the nturnml 
funs i H uh of the du Hurry, nud full of joy, he ^rned to 
me, unrolling at my feet bm genealogical lieu, to the 
great lumiatmuml of comic Jean awl my maters iwlaw, 
who, after a long examination, declared that he wan jmdly 
entitled to Urn appellation of iml emimn; from t hut pc Hod 
he itlwnyH addressed mo cousin, which 1 flattered him »y 
returning whenever 1 was in the humor. 

About this period I w«* tlm Iwppy instrnmmit In «v 
lug from death a young girl when© judges [m will m 
mm) were about to sentence her l« be hanged without 
fully understanding whether she were innocent or guilty. 
This unfortunate creature wna n young and pretty country 
girl, whose worthy pastor, the curd do U ancon rt, had 
availed himself of the influence he possessed, and of the 
advantages of his authority over the poor creature a nmul, 
to seduce her from the paths of virtue. Unfortunately, 
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just at the time when she expected m prodmn u living 
witness of their nmmtr, anil when wliti trusted to the, vares 
of the curd to procure for her tin •»«■* rnmfnrta her unfor- 
tunate flilimllon required, the author of her Minina war 
suddenly carried olf by a violent death, and the wtvtclunl 
girl, cither thro' ignorance or Die Minnie »*f having 
listened to the Midi paaMon «<f a priest, neglected to 
make any of those formal dechmitmmi teipiired hy the 
law, and gave birth to a dead infant. Thu jnwticc of the 
village, informed of her fault, t anned Inn to bo arrested, 4 
and recorded against her sememe of death, a decision 
which wan afterwards approved hy parliament 
The poor girl was in this extremity when, happily for her, 
M. do Mandeville, a worthy man from either Normandy 
or Picardy, who had served in the Muck musketeers, re. 
solved upon attempting the revocation of the severe 
sentence which had been pawed upon her, hy addressing 
the king thro' my mediation; he umndingly follower! 
mo to Marly, where ! then was, and h»M no time in for- 
warding to mo the following billet ; 


w Madams, -lleauty has evtir been live lM<wjwahli.i emu. 

jxtnion of gmwInosM; Hi yrmro 1 wkmiM appeM |o ..Main il* f«vm of 
an Immediate Aral loners My rmvws f**r rpunmUnK U n<*j m 
solicit (sillier place or pwftUm, but In *av* tlw life an erring wm* 
lure whoso crime luw Um that of Igor**'**. l awII yem reply with 
the most lively Impatience, amt have it ip Jm rertfetu, *a. , nu?,* 


This note pusaded me e.xc«»alvely, however I gave? orders 
for the immediate iitiroducibn of M, de Mandeville, 
whose appearance wan even more pr#po».aes4ng than 
hla note; he looked and spoke like an honorable man, 
endowed with that sensibility m predmns nml m rare; 
he put into my hands the petition, whilst he explained 
to me the particulars relative to it, and I instantly 
wrote to the chancellor the following rime, of which a 
thousand copies were taken in t.h§ cmirae of the day. 
Altho' it has been many times In print, l shell offer no 
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lmlh Yvmm unU hmim.diy. If Uwy pul U» d™th ' ,,b 
lrft ry to ' r |vl t(hlh 1M n uWUAwu oliltil wlthmit hftvl » K 

MonM liVrtt«*.Ni t** any oiw; uuil y,t. m«»rdl»K t« 

jhovIohmij . , t.iM ih,, iH'UtiMiit r U rltvuuwlioiwl. 

H«w i* ‘ ! ‘L, ', lUV Ml | ir LL ilm Hi.HkHty «u«1 »H‘m 

ht ‘ P t pn>VrHt«*ll hilt* rmiftfflHlHK 1,1 

whom I write. h * mlunln 

rfirilCw..-' Y„ur itvvn Mud r m ll.. X « will .IkIM. »U ' «™"' 

link further for her. 

•' I um, pU\. eUi." 

I fell very certain llmt, from the manner in which I 
exnrtnmrd myself, the coiwent of M. de Miuipenu 
« aHrUln? 1 Uter^r* ukl U. my vl-liur. the 

''“iTn.rK noblo wnrlc „f charity, in which 
you huve mwueinltni me must he completed: K»i Jn'.mclf 
La MOO the vhmirellor, tell him you tuiiw fu»m »««• 
And do not quit him till you widoin the reply 1 have »<>" 

"tr’llo Mnncleville kmded me with Ihmiki »«>' P™"** 
wlilch I did not really merli, heemwe m the premia In 
Minnco I fitted mm much hum the w»*h t«» U^tlfy m> 
awn feeling ns bin. My name «mi my leU« " #r * * ”V 
mens before which M • How «l«m. '» 1 <• e c « ; 

without difficulty, the prtumnue “f the thief umn 
“nf iilteo, who, having rend the memorW m«l 
Iho lL I had 'affixed lo it, mia. "Th»t L ■» ^ 

sir; heve Utn «oodnaw lo «*r» medem* ' >« 
du Barry, my cousin, thru She reprieve she dtsirw » 
Indy fronted; end ns my Mr 'chumn ^nro 
(car trusting Implicitly to my T-r-m’J «•"**! >P « 1 
humanity, I will net her miml at rest by pull ■*"* > , 

possession of the legal forms rniptiatw o I 
He Immediately laned Urn oeeemery «*«*" 

Ine the execution of the sentence, which M. de Mnn 
vtllo lent no time in communicating to the P 0 " K ' ^ | 
a very few dm afterwards, received a full V ilt ■ * » 

WHS ton, In a manner, rmnwhed from im unmerited and 
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ignominious death. The* musketeer requested permission 
to present my /ro/ft* to my notice, siio really was , 
very pretty girl, her feelings overpowered her, mni H lio 
fahitoJ m her attempt to throw herself „l my f,,.,. , 
soon revived her by the aid of those restoratives which 

my staring people m.ipidly -did not lly , 

then to send her invny perfectly Imppy cheerful I 
slipped into llto pocket of her nprou n „f 

01,18 wh ‘ e '‘ a, ° W"« htal Klven me for her mm. Ami herl 
I must remark, tlmt tins pvlmre, avaricious as ho aatu- 
ral y was, was yet nlwnys ready to perform it good i.cthm 
rnitl, indeed, In this respect, he possessed ninny excellent 
qmtm.es o which no one hns ever yet thme justlee 
When I next sow the chancellor- » Im you' know mv 
mr cousin," ..Id he, « that it [ wished to mZ[ 3 
lie purl ament quarreling together I need only Inst 
whisper in what manner you treat our laws?” 

Your lows,” exclaimed I, "are barliatwu. edlets made 

z :^ r r, u r f,,r 

ntrociouH, not do I sen their application to correct a 
" "F “ rY n# 0r; , ) , " 1 ' llcn,nrl >' in till case of tin's y m ,ng 
fi e , Ll ,0ln , '’; lb nnd if tl10 ''ins' would listen }„ 
a,,,, ^ s ° °! ; lcl “ slmuld not long remain imreprided " 
“Tlmt mny to very well » milled xr ,i u 1 „ 
time l,«»« / . 1 “•I'llcil M. tie Muupemi, "s 

revise we « 1 , ’ 0Wi "' a ‘"' r f«» '•« 

wile i ow d lsnl nn'h'istmtes more supple than those 
ml o n ? '"K 1 "** inuovitllnn; and if, l,y the 

" c Why Vlr 11 M * n T *° ' m " t0 « 0| ™I' lionse of 

suits!" y “' ,fltlenU >' nnticlpnte the nableM re 

thrt, ^mid'ltmlee .JTT 11,0 #h,, " Ml,w **“P**® 

dorod him wlmn i, n W l ' 1 1 nftt5rw «r^« so hugely ren- 

Upon another oeeX™"^ ^ 
oinnloved whh « n .,.i „ y , UI1 mfluenca were 

exertion, were “he eomtaTnd e T ° bJ r, of my 
husband and wifo were doonlv TT d f, L ‘ ,uen ' e ' 1,0111 
common enough with the noWH ^ a ^ ' dolHa ' R lhln » 
they never paid anoOmr a y f f lhollme i lh«e debt. 

Choir creditors, whoso flin tv i«? , hy tmmna 

* WJ1080 to"** were but little moved 
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,. v lUl . .4 Uumi 1 rank amt high blood, «wnl 

;;L*uh i» |my,m-,u. w»m»« U»’ Uwm«* m*™*\ 

ilu*m wiih pMsiiivv fmvr ami viulnun.', ami the lawn, Uum 
milnmml, e.mdeHmnl Horn Im mU»W death. In vain tint 
lint highrM rank in Itm khig.h.m intcrcudis »« 
timin' Irnlmlf, imploring of Urn ehumellor in mturptmu 
with llai king; altim 1 dm.f lu rnny uth> r rntr.mly lm m- 
Htiiiuly grunted u rrpvmvc hi my »“du uuuon ^daring I 
w«h Um tmly pn»w.ii «1 .m nmlil have Hhv.mi w. much In 
bolinlf »»f the dimmed mtlpvilw, iw w. U mi being thu 
Inly Honrcu thro’ which Urn king’* na tvy nmlil 1* i»b- 

*' 1 * hmanlialcly nnmi thi* 1 wan waited upon 

JZZuL l their daughter . ;'«« ■ »*«■ 

'nl.'l.lmf, their daughter in-hivn both these Mb'* «•»"'« 

l( , i„ ih e deepest *'»' 1 “ ml 

, th IhJ Uwy «■ plentifully »!»■<!; I'»l ‘ 

I If I- 1- «kWr cm* 

it wmt rminiaile I »h«uhl ttprnk In the king, «' 1 *" wn» lilllo 

never known U. nny nil«in|rt« ^ » 

the nubility lu ivmsi lit# law*; l.e b-kt-tl wait horror on 
every pr.wpecl the return «f iHone time# which he 
honed will believed were |««wl »»•> IP*"® never In reuir. 

I well knew hltt twntimeilUt tut the subject, nntl yet, trim* 
ittg lu my great Infhtc.iec over hi* mind. 1 did .»iMle* t ,mr 
ofwetM : liottitlo# Chon, my »l.i«r.m.l»w. *«« enm, tin X\y 
reminding me Hint pen|dc uf it certain rank ttlnmhl »U|>- 
“ 1 mu, liter, and that now was the time nr neve ■ 

I therefore revived tt,...«t befriending the duiiglitera ttf 
enntle tie Cmtertte in the uiirnwl of my l B,wor ' f 
Hint mtrnu*# I placed litem built in n «*rner of the draw- 
ing-room att m to catch the king's eye a* he entered; 
observed them, and imptlred who tin* two l « «" ' ■ 

a gj T6 m replied I, * they urn iho heart-broken doughicr* 
of the com 16 anti comiwwo do Lmmrrrn, who 
clemency of your majesty to »ve the Hvcb of Uw ftUllmr 

nturned ho, « madame, you know I can do noth- 
ing against Uw low which they haw offended, 
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At those cruel words tlu; two young ladles throw them, 
solves at his feet, exclaiming “Pardon, pardon, sire; | n 
tho name of heaven and your illustrious ancestors » 
«Riso, ladies,” said the king; “I would willingly serve 
you, hut T have not the power.” 

<( No, slro,” cried I, “you must not, you cannot refuse 
our united prayers; and I here vow to remain knee line' 
at your feet till your lips shall pronounce the word which 
shall roatoro life and happiness to ho many ulllieted hearts ” 
^Madame,” said tho kin#, altho' in a tone less firm 
you forco me to do what my principles condemn; lint 
smeo it must ho ho, T yield; and only rejoice that tho 
first personal favor you request of me* is to perform an 
act of bcmoficenco. Ladles, “ added he, turning towards 
ho comtosHo do Moymt and her sislerdn law, “you owo 
1 10 Uvea of your parents to the generous mediation 
or tho eomtCBBo du Barry.” 

Tho joy of the LomimuH was only cnpialltf.l l.y Ur, |,„„„ 
calumny of my enemies, who ticcmied mt< »r having „n,. 
imrnl Hus same, which was «ot up l.y tin, king nml Iny. 
self to pu.duco effect nml exdtu popularity. Could such 
disgusting falsehoods lmve entered tho minds of any hut 
the most depraved f Yet those who canllmmlly watched 
and misrepresented my least action appeared anxious to 
doprivo me of even tho taste for, „„ ‘4,| „„ lllt! 

Of, doing good. This took place at Cl.nlsy, wldol. w l very 
01 y nflor quitted for Compifcgno, where I passed my 
mo very agreeably. The king would not suL eltS 

^ TJrioir°to » m0nt 0r lh0 comU:mei1 d'Kgmont and 
CIO Bucm e to accompany us upon this oxeuraion, h Imn 

S no , To 0, ,*‘ "° iU,or ** <’“"<« •»<> Or«m. 

sSSS? ~ - 3W5 S 
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a captain in the regiment de Ihsmre, who was, with a 
detach uuml, quartered in the neighborhood «*f the castle i 
anil he, with the real, of hi« brother oliieer.s vied in en* 
(leavers t‘> i»lcu«» mid ii.iiiHn me. They gave fetes in 
,ny honor, were perpetually devising fresh hcIkjiiush to 
icmler the place agreeable t*» me; end in tlml they |wr- 
m \y succeeded, for l quitted t’nmpihgim with tin other 
m vv\ limn that my M« y them w«« at an cud. 

i‘)te king appeared each day mom and mom uttlieilouH 
to render me happy. «m'l even anticipated any witthcH 1 
snlirhc form. Amongst other mark it ol his favor, lie l ie* 
slowed upon me the epleiidfd pavilion de t.mienne, Hold 
by the dm*, do PeMhi&vre after the death of Ida non, the 
pri nve do UmlmlW. Yon know thin * harming spot, which 
both nature and art have no Hite rally contributed to adorn: 
t have converted U into the immt perfect and delightful 
hnhltaiion In which a mortal could denim to end her dayn. 
Novorthelow, this hope of pacing my life, tranquilly and 
happily within it* whelming bosom will prove hut falho 
clmifi If I may credit a prediction which has been verified 
already In part, You doubtlessly remember the ymmjf 
man who ho ubntinaUdy pu railed me to ttnmmitco the high 
destiny to which l ahmdd attain, ere 1 had for one mm 
mont contemplated muh an Hevatmm Well, you will 
scarcely credit me when 1 declare, that Mil recollection of 
him had entirely escaped me; hut, in truth, the ccmaianl 
vortex of a court life leaves no tune f«r the replied ion 
of the past, and fills our minds with no other ideas out 
to provide for the present, and occasionally to glance at 

the future. ^ . . 

However, l thought no more of my young prophet, 
when erne Sunday, after my return to Verwillw ^mu 
Compihgne, 1 attended maw at the castle; all at tmee 
1 caught a glUnpft* of my mysterious acquaintance, lean- 
ing his back against the wall behind the altar. He was 
examining my tmunuuiancn with a deep and fixed Atten- 
tion' You may picture to ymrmU my astonishment 
imd surprise at neornUlng in this place the person who 
had so long ago foretold my brilliant destiny. The color 
rushed to my ebooks, and \m could distinctly observe 
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how much I WrtH agitated by bin premmeo, uml his beau- 
tiful countenance wuh lit up with ft pleasant smile* after 
which ho gracefully waved his hand round hin head nH 
tho' ho would nay, "Are you not queen of France ? » This 
gesture excited my aaUmiHlmuiu Htill further- however 
\ ™ turnotl hi » l »wte inquiry by n flight imlimuiim of 
tho head, intended to any, « You are right.” In u momcui 
a sort of cloud seemed to cover my eye*. So K imn as I 
could recover from the midden dimness which ohMcurcd 
my vision, I endeavored to bend my It, oka in an opposite 
direction ; for ho greatly wa» T the point of general oh. 
Horvutlon, that I feared to awaken mwpidon by an j n . 
diacreot attention to one particular person or place; and 
when after some little time had elapsed, ami I ventured 

1m? my " 10 lhu H I ,ut wh «™ ^ y*»mig man 
had been standing, he had disappeared. 

J.,™ " 1 "® Wo t0 , '; e, '" v '' r "V lit Ii, t . W |,„|„ 

affnii, And tho middonitass nf life dcimriimi fnimlrml me 
with n lively dunlro to know muni „f him, wlir'Uicr Im 
wore mnn or donum. I mentioned It to Chon ill * 1 " 

«ttv h ;SV“ 10 me tuttmikm, 

Upon my word,* mid aha, "thin Is n , m « nmm-llom 

KiKSSr - 

s~= 2 K “ : ;t;„: 

him into the hands of tins police, l might pomlbh' find 
vlun Wpent lmv,n ^ ,U!led ««■ On tho other hand I 

^\llZanZZ m v cL™'° y tm 0 " 8 m " rt> ilUcrvi ' sw 

Hghhd „t havl i t my CW 08lty ' M ‘ d0 B"«m W da. 
mine his skill Ld zL|° P . P<>1 “l " t; l ° f , provi "«' ta me " , ' tl 
upon tho track of this 'imyT " l«asc 

I «oZd ! 7^ n,to D “ rin * ll - e 

bowl *’*r tha Impress of TlC' ^ flV ° b '“ k 
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fu'flt that it wtw t-* n*»iUy the. iWcemte of «mne fritsml, 
iiul l loukwl «p**» th« HiyUwin gUM-iiuy m» it wun Htnuitfuj 
| ml , upun MpimiiiK il * 1 U lu l,H * ful,uW * 

[ng" wonki; " 

«Mai*amk u i I «“» |«*»fwUy rtwrtiti tlmt 0 »p strict |«if- 

m\[ nwte liClwr »»m $•> ynii- mom* 1» *h ,l "*>* y.*nr Jmi.wle%e »»r 
‘ t| mi; l» **«*v>» Ml** h*v.< ,1M l«i»w hj.i* lr.«i W« 

Tl^n my »h.I *l*-t«’ My ..I V’ **» «» “*< %1‘^y 

IhWMWiVM ttvi-M nir*.tbltf MM* tWi h*. Vr1l**tt Uiry eMt* it. U VvlU 

quit > l “<>.m WU “ "'** ‘ ,,m ' vnn Vn " ml 

whim ihU llfo h“=> »** » (m1 w " ii?Urt 1 * ,mv ^ ,,w * 

iVr”» w « **** ^ «»“"v *- <“*«>»-• ^ ••**»* ° y * '"r^: 

wmr luifpty. WpmmmhI**. I »«h» v»* "«* 1 ,5 ” 1 

nwl hi \0 1 »m«vp «it»* n»v*m«w. » “**« n 

,. 1Bm v*«»» will *0*f »»m Iwi-a III'VJPJ. mw! *h*«aM * mifmimmmly 

s; ;'“;; f . • >.«» «- «■* «»". •< 

luinvon mm «1 111*' I'tnasiu r* *•! eM» wmsM a 

It is m m.iivry mi Mr» thts mewl™ 

terror with whhh I Mini "\"" « lie t itf } M * t 

billet. I jmmm**nr»l my i»a !<m\ mu* 1 complained m 
the harshness «*f i thm* mh*|»u?*l »K*tn*t my 

Mrc< ciiuti was equally »ml wmfeawd to mu 

whitt she hud iImiujs i»» a*ki»|{ »hn mil «*f M, <U> Bartines; 
at ilte sftftinp liw«» that aim wm« *hy ftr»l i*» flwrlnw tlial 
it was rt?<iuWl«! to pot 1,4 fiiriher ucarifh, whUh, 

in ono *)w|w »*r miisbi brinj* i»n tht most ; nU ‘ 

eoiiMiqticinvoa. * ilturvfwiv wri»t« »«v*pW to M* 

Umnklug him for his paprliow*; twit wyin^. that my si^Uit ' 
in.btw mi\ mynplf hml Irarnwl from \)w lips of the mpm- 
rlmtfi MtriinK«r nil w*? wetP tksimtis of knowing, ami that 
any future rewar. hes Mug »npH«w»w l« him mnm m 
equally &\w%t***hh la m»- M Hnrtine* *»bcy«l my 
request; nnd from that fmim\ till the dnslh of the king 



CIJAPTKR XXI. 

Extraordinary nnecrtolo of Lunin XIV. un«t nmdutnt* ilo Mnimoium. - 
Tho (jomtumio du Many alUlmnUUy-dlplidim of tho king and tho 

comto do la Maroho reNpuellng liio “Iron Munk »* Mitdmuo da 

Barry visits tmulume do Litgartlo, 

M y acquaintanck with tho Hinguhvr being I w«h 
speaking of in tho last chapter did not end here, 
an you will find in Die Mequul. I will now give 
you nu account of tux equally strange affair, in nearly 
tho same word# as Louis XV. himself related it to me. 
Altho’ strongly recommended by my sister-in-law and 
M. do SartincH to conceal the whole story of my mys* 
todouH friond from tho king, yet, unaccustomed to tho 
prudential observation of court reserve, I, one fine even- 
ing, in order to fill up a long blank in tho conversation, 
related tho story from beginning to end. Hie majesty 
llstoncd with attention until I had concluded. 

(< Thla is indeed, M said he, “a moat singular history; 
and I think you have acted very wisely in putting an 
end to all such interference on the part of the police; for 
in such cases you frequently run great risks to procure 
n trifling gratification, Wo have aeon something of tho 
same sort in our family, » 

This discourse excited my curloaity; and I entreated of 
him to explain himself more fully, «I ought not to do 
so,” replied ho; “such transactions should bo kept for ever 
concealed; but ns more than half a century has elapsed 
since tho ovent I allude to took place, I think X may von- 
ture to bronk tho silence I have religiously observed until 
now, You are the only person I have ever mentioned it 
to, and I must bind you to the strictest secrecy , 8 
This I faithfully promised; and so long as Louis XV. 
lived I kept my word, 

(w) 
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(< At the conclusion of the last century, during the month 
of September,* resumed the king, « it happened that 
Louis XIV., and madamo de Maintenon formed the wish 
of consulting together some learned astrologer, in order 
to ascertain whether the coming age would be productive 
of good or ill to them. As neither of them knew to whom 
to apply, in order to attain their object, madame de Main- 
tenon was compelled to confide her wishes to her friend, 
maclaine do Montchevreuil, who readily engaged to find 


for her the person she required; for, spite of the severity 
with which the law visited such practices, there was no 
scarcity of dealers in augury, who promised good or bad 
fortune accordingly as they were paid for it. 

« Whilst this lady was making diligent search after 
one perfectly competent to satisfy madame de Maintenon, 
this latter, in conjunction with the king, despite the 
superiority of their minds, was greatly disturbed at the 
probable consequences of the step they meditated. Their 
desire to penetrate into futurity appeared to them as 
ridiculous as it was criminal, but their weaker feelings 
triumphed; and the result of their deliberations was, 
that far from relinquishing their intention of searching 
the book of fate, they should lose neither pains nor trouble 
to attain their object; and to encourage each other, 
they reckoned upon their fingers the names of every per- 
son of their acquaintance, or even belonging to the court, 
who had derived profit and advantage from the predic- 


tions of fortune-tellers. ' . 

w Tho minds of all at this period were still imbued 

with those superstitious feelings, of which many of the 
most illustrious persons had given ample proof even in 
the preceding reign. We have become either more 
wickod or more sceptical, whichever you please to term 
It; but this is certain, that many of the things predicted 
were accomplished with an exact punctuality, which 
might servo to overthrow the finest arguments of the 
greatest philosophers, and which has indeed destroyed 
many ingenious theories. Doubtless the hidden laws of 
nature have reference to other beings than ourselves 
Zd beyond dispute, may be said to govern the creatures 


I* 
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of an unknown world ah well m \ exercising control over 
poor mortals like us,” After thin short digression, of 
which I give you the precise wording, the Icing continued 
as follows; 

“On the following day mudumo do Monlchevreuil paid 
a visit to madumo do Malnicimn, in which she declared, 
that upon mature reflection, she could not proceed with 
the commission she hud undertaken! that it was tempt- 
ing Providence, and had better be Abandoned. 'Phis 
remonstrance had no effect upon mudame de Mnintenon, 
who shielded herself from any necessity of retracting, 
by repeating to herself, that she had pledged herself 
to join Louis XI V. in the undertaking, and it would never 
do for her to forfeit her character for firmness and good 
sense by now appearing trilling and capricious. How- 
ever, she feigned a seeming compliance with the advico 
of matlum o do Montchevreuil, whilst, in reality, her mind 
wits resolved upon executing her project. 

“There was in her household a female who was not 
immediately one of her establishment, ultho* generally 
ranking ns siioh,* one of those Active, stirring persons, 
who thrust themselves into a noble family under the 
equivocal title of half servant, lmlf lady. Tills one had 
charge of nil the necessary purchases of limm, engaged 
the servants, kept watch over their conduct, procured 
for the marchioness whatever particulars she might re- 
quire upon any subject; and took upon herself, in a 
word, any piece of service by which aim eoukl more firmly 
plant herself in the family of her employers, She re- 
ceived no fixed wages, but tlmlr Absence was Abundantly 
compensated in the numerous rich presents that were con- 
tinually made her, Her sleeping apartment wan always 
immediately adjoining that of raadnme de Maiutenon 
in tho castle. A person of this description (m may bo 
readily supposed) know tho world too well to find any 
difficulty in procuring a mere fortune-teller; and as her 
discretion might be confidently relied on, it was re 
solved by her mistress to intrust her with the design. 

.. had removed nil difficulties by 

discovering an Italian priest, famed n» the most skilful 



nei'itmmiH*’ 1 ' of hi» day, mm who ii ink n rink Ui iv.vral Urn 
dtcrwa <»f fnm !<• nil Uimm wlm idimthl numult him, m 
cknuly ivml readily nw Ow* d* have* lay npmi a« a 
lute Ilia nvrM. HmI Oik giOrd I" »'>’"* ^vr»t in Um nlniuNl, 
drcuul nf auia> liu^ Om imlke tf paliamnit. ami rxmvmrd 
his urt only muki On* hirivtml awnrumv* . •» i.vmvy, in 
llui immt retired ami »n*lwkd tmumm, with rvny pn> 
can linn W prevent On* |»m*.il*lMy »( « wiivrir, 
w These i< iHiliti* 'in* wem !*'*• * gratifying I** madnim* do 
Mainlrmin 1« earnm mm h tkky in nulon rilling in Omm; 
I,,! u w «.i finally nnaugrd, limt Om pmpkl ami his 
mnv applknum »hmild um. l ai a Immm in S-' vrm Imlmig- 

i„U m Om my a l family, Him in On mpaUmi *.f nmdmim 

Cerfnl (the lady nf whmn tm •nin»u h«* kmn already m<uk|> 
»ri w murvhimm** wa« l** repair OiiUmr at mm oVU* in 

ihe morning v ‘ ilh tt rtis »gk iriow} T, ‘ hi,Vft ukru >l,uh , n 

m «n«ur«t in n|*nn daylight wmdd have lmen Im pimkim ihmr 
fiRt-rol, !■» all Park **«p |*m w»n l»m»ide* mmlanm dp tVrhil 
was m-iv^anly ndmUied Jhim ihrli confide w:*, mid Owl 
wan Urn dm? do Nmdlto*. who wa« charged, l*y Ihe king's 
express order*, H lake every \mmibU' pmmitinn m rmmm 
Ihoir wifely, m* far am it v-muM Im done without altvm ling 
public RUenlirm |»» m *»«ir**-mHn«ry an affair 
"Al ihe hour nppoinled madamm de Maintenon ami 
U «5 (Urn tie NVailka iwtmded a raniaya whirl* awaited 
them at. one of the park gains, ami m.hui conveyed Omm 
to 8fevre». whither Ihe Italian pHeel Inal gone the pr»* 
ceding night, Thk wretched man had ri?khral*d alone 
the sacrifice of the ma**, and had emigrated several 

confirmed *he opinion. Owl Oie conjuror, 
moment, merely »npp*«»ed himself .«fU 
Om eiiri mttiy of »«!iip v*»wnsry nohleniAn ami 
were hnlh Anxiow* and eager to read Omir 
ihro* his aseielAttPOi I east only Mippw, 
in iirnorainoe of Ihe real rank of thou® who 
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alone with the nmrehiimuHH, than lie commenced Uut ihh.'- 
essnry preparations for the performance of hi:* sorceries 
and enchantments; ho burned perfumes, offered prayers, 
tuul with loud invocations adjured the powers of hell to 
answer him; and in the midst of n wild uni! agitating 
sound which pervaded the whole building, during thu 
heavy swell of noises loo dreadful to have arisen from 
mortal sources, and whilst a thousand visions were Hilling 
to and fro, he drew the horoscope of the king and niadumo 
do MuinCunon. Ite promised Ennis XIV, that, ho should 
succeed in all his underlain ntfs; and that, on the very day 
on which ho spoke the words (the and of October) one 
of his children hud been called to the inheritance of an 
immenso fortune, Thun giving him a small paeket, 
wrapped in now parchment, ‘The day in which you form 
the fatal resolution of mipmiuling yourself with the, eun» 
touts of this packet,’ said he, ‘will he the last of your 
prosperity; hut if you desire to carry your g.md fortune 
to the highest pitch, lie careful upon every great festival, 
that is to mty, Easter, Wldt-Sunday, the Assumption, and 
Christmas, to plunge a pin in this talisman, so that the 
point, shall pass directly thro' it; observe to do this, mid 
you will live perfectly happy,’ 

M Tho king accepted this fatal present, and swore 
upon the Gospel never to open the packet; he rieldy 
rewarded the priest, who from that period lived in a 
retreat so well concealed ns to evade the rmrnt dili» 
gent researches of those who sought to discover it, 

“ Some tlrno after news was received, that on the very 
and of October, 1700, named by the priest, Charles IE, 
king of Spain, had appointed in his will Philip of France, 
son of the dauphin, his successor and heir, art inheritance 
truly immense, as the astrologer had foretold, You may 
well think how highly this realixuikm of the prediction 
inspired the king with confidence ns to the fulfilment of 
the remainder: and, on lvig part, he never failed upon any 
saints day or other solemn festival to midi the mysterious 
pin in the talisman upon which m much depended. 

“Nevertheless, spite of all these observances, his un* 
dortakinga did not invariably succeed, which astonished 
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ffitt'H .»)!»< »Uy fe* Hi.vinuH, Imppm* 
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(< It will bo fur bust so," added Louis; " I know ho many 
fatal results which luivo followed any indiscreet curiosity, 
that I am persuaded you lmd much better leave midi 
mysterious affairs to work thdr own solution." 

I promised to follow his advice, and wo then conversed 
upon other subjects, Since then this anecdote Iiuh re. 
curred to my memory; and without wishing to impeadi 
the sincerity of Louis XV., I have asked myself, whether, 
by the opportune relation of this adventure, probably 
invented by 'himself, he did not seek to destroy (he von- 
fulomie I appeared to entertain in the pmUctions of my 
prophet. I Buy invented, bueumm the king had a peculiar 
readiness m »d facility in composing lhe.se aort of won- 
derful tales, carefully noting down every circumstance 
which foil under his knowledge deviating from the or- 
dinary course of things. Ho had a large collection of 
those legends, which I 10 delighted in narrating; and this 
ho did with an ease and grace of manner t have never 
seen equalled. 


About this period the prince do Condi*, whose gallantry 
never failed, entreated the king to pay a second visit 
lo Cliantilly; and it was upon this occasion that Louis 
erased fioin the list of court ladies all those whose presence 
would bo disagreeable to mo during our stay at Chan- 
tilly. One scene of pleasure followed another, and one 
ulte succeeded another, I accompanied his majesty with- 
out over quitting him; and if hitherto there had existed 
any doubts as to the sincerity of the king's attachment, 
the most sceptical person would now have been convinced 
of the fact, Louis XV. was never from my side, and 
appeared solely occupied In gratifying my slightest wish; 
the princes of the court carefully followed Ids example; 
and such a life as I then led was abundant compensation 
foi all the pains and anxieties I had endured from the 
malic© and jcnlousy a£ certain females, ns well n» the 

“ ,C 1 b ; tt0rn ,r 0f mcm * wh0 kmml 1681 my influence 

should destroy theirs, 


J, T,7' ,7 ith , truthl ” mrm t,mt 1 roeolwd the honor* 
and attention of a queen; versos, plays, all written to 

envoy some praise or compliment to rae; and the king 
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testified the lively gratification it afforded him to see 
me thus an object of general solicitude, as well as of the 
most Battering distinction. His conduct towards the 
prince de Condd became more gracious than it had ever 
been observed to he to the princes of the blood; for there 
existed a singular coolness in the royal family towards 
nil the princes of this branch. The king looked upon 
it an vastly inferior to his own, becauso it hud been sep- 
arated from the throne before the accession of Henry TV. 
to the crown; ho even assorted, that there was much to 
be said upon this subject, and prudence compels mo to 
pass over the many histories and circumstances related 
by him to me of lids brilliant portion of his noble race. 

Neither the prince do Condd, whom I know well, nor 
the prince do la Marche, entertained much regard for 
their relations; and they had always some spiteful story 
in store respecting the posterity of Louis XIII. There 
is one historical fact which has never been properly 
cleared up. 

One day I was conversing with the com to do la Marche 
upon the disputes concerning the parliaments, and ex- 
pressing my fear, that, if driven to desperate measures, 
the people would rise in open rebellion in favor of the 
magistracy. "They would he still more clamorous, M re- 
plied he, "if they knew till I could toll thorn.” 

" And what do yen know more than myself?*’ asked I; 
"your highness alarms me by speaking thus.” 

“Amongst events now passed and gone is one tlmt 
would materially affect the public peace, if known.” 

" You must explain yourself, my lord,” said I. He re- 
fused; but I persisted in pressing the matter with so 
much earnestness, tlmt at last he said, in a low voice, 

"Did you ever hear of the; man who wore the iron 
mask ? ” 

"Yob, certainly, " replied I, "who was he?” 

"A great prince, and a most unfortunate man.” 

"But who was he really?” 

" In the eyes of the law the crown of France should 
have been his; but in the conscientious view of things 
he certainly had no claim.” 
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“Well,” cried I, “what your majesty says only confirms 
wlmt I brunt from the nmiYehul do. Richelieu.” 

"And what Ims he hern Idling you?” 

“Very little, sire; he told me only, that the secret of 
who the ‘Iron Mask 1 really was had not been eomimml- 
catcil to you.” 

“The maidfhal is a almplehm if he tells you ho. I 
know the whole affair, and was well acquainted with the 
unhappy business. " 

“Ah!” exclaimed I, clapping my lmml» in triumph, 
"just now you affected perfect ignorance; you know 
nothing at all about it, and now ” 

“ Yon are a very dangerous woman, M cried the king, 
interrupting me by loud (its of laughter, “and you are 
cunning enough even to surprise the secrets of the 
state." 

“ Tis you, rather, who could not resist the inclination 
to let me see that you knew what the marshal had de- 
clared you ignorant of. Which of uh two is the more to 
blame, l wonder?” 

“Myself, I think," answered the king; “for after all, 
you did but act with the candor and curiosity of your 
sox: it was for mo to Imvo employed more of the pru- 
dence of « king in my replies to your Interrogatories.” 

“Well, but,” Maid I, “since you really do know all about 
tld« mart with the iron nuutk, you will tell it to mo, will 
you not ? " 

“l should be very careful how I gratified your cur- 
fosily," said he; “this is .ft point of hiulory which must 
never ho cleared up; stale reasons require that it should 
for ever remain a matter of doubt." 

“ And / must; have you tell me," returned I; “do pray 
tell, and I will love you with nil my heart. " 

“It cannot Iks." 

“ And why not ? This unfortunate person has boon long 
dead without leaving any -posterity." 

“Are you quite sure of that?” inquired the king, in 
a serious tone. 

“But what signifies," said I, “whether ho be dead 
or alive ? I entreat of you to bestow upon me this proof 
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Of your confldoneo, Who of nil tlm«u who have H1 „, kt , n „ f 
him have told the truth ? ” 1 

“Nobody, hut Voltaire has appnwwlu-tl It more lu . llri „ 
tlmn any one elso.® 

After this partial con tendon the Icinjr implored of „,o 
to change Ho conversation, which I could easily perceive 
vns extremely disagreeable to him. Nevertheless; it seemed 
to mo quite cloar, that thin celebrated person belonged to 
.0 royal family, but by what title I could not devLe 
It wan in vain that I afterwards revived the aubjeef not 
ovon during the moat lender confidences could I obtain 
He Information I doalred. Possibly had I lived with I, n 

;rrrr 1 m " ?ht , hnv ° v 

the? SS »SmM/ b,U,nml "" 

Boforo I proceed to more important event* t would 
fmn speak of persona with whom I lived be ore ,„v e l 
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samo unaffected simplicitv of f wn< ! R!t with tho 
the past, lnaZ*^Z?J Q1 T e d W 1 over 
services and protection without *11 oft7erecl m y best 
by, imd with : *»' "bat was gone 

sri 
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conUiel of her mind whh but 1 » u » plainly depicted in her 
niuuU'immv Ihovewi, that wan tint lentil of my trnublcHj 
I n< Mm rrsbnvd lire l»* mm partitive calmness; and before 
1 quilted her, mmle her potmen trim would come mid hoc 
tun. 

She would gladly have evmled itiin request; but her 
mm, the muster of ir .jmn.tis, wlm Huiluiumly misjudged 
me in feat" my resentment, ami wlm punseHsed yjrtuit in- 
IliUtnt'M over her, itidmml her in present herself at my 
humsr. Site accordingly came to tall upon me, with ti 
mind bursting with spite and jealousy; yet Hite choked 
down her smgcy pawdunN, and so far humbled herself, oh 
to entreat my pardon fur her own mike and that of her 
family, fur all her tiitltimltitm* towards me, 1 would not 
allow her to finish; w Madame,” wild 1, W I only allow 
agreeable rreollretioim to hml a place in my memory; had 
I entertained the slightest resentment against either you 
nr yours, you may be ijtiite certain I should not have again 
entered yom dwelling; and I again repent the offer I 
made the other day, of gladly taming the Aral opportunity 
of Mng useful to you * 

Kuril of these word** expressive! of the kindest feelings 
towards her was like the slab of a poulard. She, how- 
ever, extolled them with the most exaggerated praise, Im- 
ploring me to believe how deeply aim regretted her past 
behavior, and talked mi long and so much about It, that 
when she tpblied me, It was with the most certain inn 
premhm on my mi ml, that in her I possessed a most 
violent and implacable enemy, and in this conclusion I 
was quite correct- M. luidelay, her son, had the effrontery 
to mpiest to be presented to me, and charged the ex- 
cellent H do K-abordn to make known his wishes to me. 
1 begged he would Inform M. iHidetay, that I admitted 
into the circle of my acquaintance only such as were known 
to the king; and that if he thought proper to apply to 
Ids majesty, I idimild obey Ida royal will on the subject, 
whatever it might km, He justly considered this repulse 
m a biting raillery, for which he mm forgave me. I 
entertained no III will against him for his past perfidy, 
but I. omuddurod it strange that, he should presume to 
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approach mo with familiarity. I »hm.M ,,„l l.av.- 

tl o tmn,,! of cmuliict toward* ||,„ Jjn.! 

' b f° u,#r ' wl '°' |CN!I iifHnmiiift hims.Mf with 

whn " ,0 0f hl! ' ‘"" l (l "’ "imviy iv K ivt with 

which lit, oonlcmiphitocl the past, with, mi ,.y,w sekimr 
to mtroiliico himnolf | Wo my |lri . S( , m . t) , hM k, "f 



CM A 1* TICK XX II, 

H‘j„, ( jinvttUpv la M**dh'r<» 1 ‘urn *01 t'f Urn «hi t ! tin I'lhihtnU Tho 

Dili {»><*«! M«J it?!* »«Ot»l**«M»n *lu y • N'u tryoiuftlluilim 
»Ju lUtiy *><*.! iltw <!«»• tl'Al^niUMn — 
littery ftw*l 1 *»mU<* XV 

A thin jiri i*nl I trrrivnl a pirn* nf uumition, my 
thing l»m gratify lug ii i-Mimhltrtd in u hi Hi lly 
liimmunhlt RntM', Tim VHMtvnipdhh* vhrviiluu* tin 
| A wh*» »U-it*wlrtl mr. uml tuihtinpwnMy puiwfwl 

lilt* with I'rtgt, I" |tl HU* HOIIHI Wlt'llllt'll 

ctilln-iinu Hi hi* uml I liml llui wtnikmnw 

tu »m pl thtMlnfelbrn; I Intel rven dm adit KiX*ftl«r folly 
to rm'ivo it* rt»ilH«»f «l. m> hnww; lliia pint*© of cuiult** 
ncrn^imi hijjm'fil itif greatly.. Until that period l luul not, 
likn madaitm »h < l’MmpadHm, «lmwn tnywdf dm proleuirewt 
mt 1 1 piiinut'»-A Mi nun nf lettri 1 *; » ml mu my wrtrmcnt 
frimuU tnuM mm( deny, Uml in Mopping forward* m Urn 
eimnm'ftgvr mI literature, I lm»l made a very imfurtmmle 
©Imitt in Mdreiing dm ehtvaMer tin lit Mnrhoro ttn tlm 
Ar*l Hltjril ni my pwt milage. H»h hnw wiitd 1 have 
tloin? ndu-rwm* ? Tim prince do Hmilntw, wlm hauid tlii« 
iiiiin swrvteeahk \t\mn many m'twdnns, would have fuicri* 
iU'«?d any thing in prinimtt hist advancement*, anti I have 
been assured, dial had the ma Nk' hat taken half the pious 
nn the day previmt* Ut dm halt It? of Riyabach, w© should 
nol have? loft it *»» «'H»n'favvfnUy, 

The? king well know Urn unfortunate ©liavallor for ft 
man m darttiutcr of modesty m merit; when therefore he 
mw hit bf m'k upon the mantel- piece of nay drawing-room, 
he Mid, 

* Sol you art the Inspiring twine of lit© cnevA-uer do 

la Morllfcras l only warn you, when the day comes for 

him to \m lmnp4, not to aak me to pardon him, 

(aog) 
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“Bo mured,* replied I, "that I will never 
tho 1 Itieo do (.Il'uvu of imo so formed lo do honour i„ it 
In fact tlio chevalier was within nu no,, of renehiiur 
before his friends nnlieipuled; for, vmv »|,„r,| v 
this con vermilion, ho wna ifiiilly of the most deltsiulde 
pioco of knavery I over hoard of. I[ e | eM| . IWll lhi „ * 
unfortunate younu man from the comilry, Into whose 
confidence ho hud wormed Idmself, w «« lo revolve ,, 
bvros on his father's account, ho Invlled him to sum," 

Id, by the old of two villain* llko himself, Milimed him 
■ Ida Ina noun, Not satisfied with this, he. write the 
father such nu exaggerated mu, smut of his son's loss nnd 

ss i -? :;r 

^ luul named to injutumo tie l’I I •*» » t :* i • i, M « 

did not mdt my p oAHura t^ir^T" 11 myin *' Uml k 

* reii&ri^ h r«Lr r IU,t T'T 

it became Ida businofia to ^ 10 u tody, 

' Inr aim ahouht como in „«aroh Tf him ^ *i th#U ‘ «l*«- 
the argumonta of madamo do I'Hfir i «| W ’r ' “! 

»iy determination: aho had no a t„Z, ’ , I,onNtatetl in 

lowhiTy, 1 "’ th ° °° ml " K ° f «• d ° Cllcui on Kl 

Ihan'hla 'talents ^re ' anCJS? l ( n, t< ’ r r * putMlon 
wna more attributable to hl« C llh Advancement 
He had found Cm n w S erfn, "‘I'" 8 llm " h,i ™ erit - 
loBophera and women- lie wi^l WW l Btnnl * ln 1,01,1 P M ° 
«ra man 
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ut matters **f and he obtained the character of 

(i deep and profound polith-inn, !l muni, however, bo 
admitted, that he was winy. gallant, unit gifted with man- 
nei'H «n domain and laminating, that they never failed to 
remove* this Hint unfavountblo impies-winn ontmcd by hit) 
excessive phtinmiws, The tide of public favour wan with 
him; mul, in Midor to t*<*uu»i it, It rmpdred all the influ* 
tmve of w woman, ami that woman to be no less than the 
beloved mistress *u the king of France. 

He presented lumwdf before me tastefully ami mug- 
uiluenlly dressed, both look and vulva wearing the stamp 
of high-born pride ami haughtiness Nevertheless, amidst 
W U thU pomp, it wan evident that he did not entirely feel 
the rune he assumed, and that a npeeiea of reumrae rankled 
at liia heart, spite of the tourlierdikc gallantry with which 
he had invented htrn*ell 

” Madam," fetid hr, bowing twice moat profoundly, "the 
montent ban arrived which l have long' moat ardently 
deni rod,* 

"The fault tiUM not been mine, my lord/ said I, “that 
It ha« lwen delayed until now My door lots never been 
shut against any visit you might have honoured mo with. 

•Ah, madam? why have 1 not known this Warner? 
Home evil planet ruled my thoughts when it occurred 
to mo that 1 might not be ,w:» happy #* to moot with a 
favourable reception,* 

* There, my lord, you were indeed in error; for though I 
might not feel a very tender friendship toward# you whilst 
wupjMwdng 1 had marry eautti# for complaint, I could not 
refuse you tlnwe mark® of reajreet your rank and station 
entitle, you to receive.* 

« Then, madam, 1 may flatter myself that I should have 
tan kindly received ? 63 

11 Yoa, sir, you would ever have been welcome, but not 
IhM bekmg'lng to you., for 1 will 1 m perfectly candid; 
always excepting the dudwMMi de Choi«ul, for whom 1 
entertain the greatest venera tkm and respect"* 

* She h ind«MBd well worthy the exalted opinion you ex- 
pm® of hers and had 1 followed her advice, I should not 
too been found mmopgn the nu)ki of your enemies, 



MEMOIRS 01*' JKANN1J VAUHKKNIHI- 


208 

<( You confess Ur; fact limn, mmmieur hi d»u?" !im * t | [ 
(< I tniHt, madam, you will not udvnnuye au 
inadvertent expression to tiun it against myarlf. Wlmt { 
reui' is, tlmt without ever having been your enemy, 1 ,’, mv 
Imvo passed for such in your e»ti»iiuliou; and Mich imb ed h 
the cruel pmutiun in which I am placed.** 

"Stay, my lord duke/ cried lj “hr candid, and m .. 
knowledge that you tiro my enemy u?t you haw over been- 
und that it la only been turn there; has been war bet went 
us that you nro now cornu in eunehulo a treaty of peaw « 
K Peace or wnr, initUum/ implied he, y, m v \ rA ^ m 
will it; all I will admit la, that thinga haw turned „ m 
most unfavourably for my wJnJr^ Your arrival at Ver 
sailluH, your grace, beauty, and wit, excited 
jealousy; and, rmihbtt the general pmnV emiMcd by v.mr 

nll-oxcclIii.K merit, wmi It: | 

koc.,) mytailf on my 8 ,nmO Km- tl„, li„«l |„ ,„ v |jf,. 

“ be * utlf " 1 iwiMimis an «f alarm i., 

you nitty furllmr IWIluvu mu, whim I 

outnot, I wm'inly ilufemlnl you; Imi h..w mul.l i 
It boro mo down, M 

“ And you four lost it should carry vm, beyond your 
depth, and would falit return to tom j* , ml 

ho, my lord duk<;?» 

At this Ironical ipeecli an «,, *•«!..„ „r |„.., vv lljs , 
pleasuro row to the naunicnanm of M, .]« Oh.IwmI „mi 
ho remained far wvoral mlnu«« like » „« u \I^ "ran, ^ 
tniat himself to reply, Tlmn | m „,|,| t ,l, 

t ,on ft wna wTih ‘.“’'‘'f’* 1 l " U f,lraMr " f •'•<* wwvmw. 

wn ? wilh tho <hirerest tfealre of 

ir “e rrZv’T' " ml VOuUi llHt 111 •*>*»«« «m 
pmpoao wcio l now to reply to you with warmth mid 

and" S,r “'.X mllTum 

"»“-~ 

*,uzzs";z‘:z '“r a 11 - m ~ 

•“ » — <• C “ 
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c< Willingly,® replied he. <( Now you speak to the pur- 
pose; and as I was prepared to hear you — are you in- 
clined for a serious discussion of our business ? ” 

« Pray begin, my lord, I am all attention. ” 

<( Well, madam, I deeply regret all that has passed, and 
deplore that my friends and part of my family should be 
disagreeable to you; X take upon myself to engage that 
their hostility shall end, and am willing to afford you 
the most perfect satisfaction upon this point Impressed 
with highest respect for his majesty, and the most lively 
desire to serve him, I ask for nothing more than to be 
on good terms with those he loves; and as for the future, 
my unshrinking loyalty may be relied on. ” 

<C I am well assured of it, my lord duke; and likewise 
that you have never taken any part in the calumnies 
which have been aimed at me. Let us then forgive the 
past ; and since wo are agreed as to the future, let us speak 
but of the present, I have friends fitted to serve the 
king, whose ambition leads them to aspire to that honour. 
What will you do to assist them?” 

« Ere I promise that, madam, it is necessary I should 
be acquainted with them.” 

« What would it avail to name them to you ? You per- 
fectly well comprehend to whom I allude. I am reso- 
lutely decided to support them, and to employ for this 
purpose the friendship with which his majesty deigns to 
honour me.” 

The duke coloured deeply at these words. 

« Then, madam,” said he, « you would fain strip me 
to enrich others ? ” 

« No, my lord, I ask but a division of your possessions. 
You cannot have every thing; and it would not be fair 
that our reconciliation should be profitable to you only. > 

« I did not anticipate, madam, in coming hither, that 
you would command me to offer tip myself as a sacrifice 
upon an altar raised by you to *the interests of your 
friends.” 

® Meaning to say, my lord duke, that you will keep 
every thing to yourself. I cannot compliment you upon 
your liberality, however I may for your candour.” 
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« Madam, I Imvo novur since my entry into the min- 
istry sought to live at the ttxpen.su of my country, mnl 
let mo resign office when I may, I .shall retire loaded 
only with debts, whilst you uml your friemlH draw large 
revenues from the nation. w 

The conversation became warm and angry; tlm duke 
and myself, with crimson cheeks and inflamed comm* 
nances, surveyed each other with haughty defiance At 
length he added, 

"I h«d hoped that I should have quitted you more 
kindly disposed towards me." 

(< And I, my lord, fancied that you were coming with 
an ardent desire for pence j but no. the spirit of your 
sister leads you astray, and you would fain punish me 
for her absence from court." 

* Madam, X beseech you to leave mv sister in peace- 
she has gone, that ought, to satisfy you. We will mt 
if you plcflso, speak of her," 

“I only wish that she would likewise do me the honour 
to be silent respecting me. 1 am not ignorant that she 
continues to aim her slanders at. me from afar an she 
chd when near me. One might suppose that the Mo 

against mo » r ^ mmoyil,tf8 W,M * }mi tu «*tclte all France 

w Madam, you are mistaken. My sister—" 

dicUn ParlT q. P '7 1,10 I ‘" n in 11,0 ‘'-'""Iry rim 

? 61,0 tlolusW me bowiino r lmm.cn to Imve 

Cvo b0tUUy 00 my * Kto - Mil >' hn,L tal 

<( Ali, madam, say not ho; for with your charms you 
“At on it » L 11° «n , y0U " al Mlnai fw 

rLrr^r'o 080 » A X is: 

i , 1 mo u P° n those terms. " 

Iho duko moroly warded off thin !n,t nssorllan | )v 

The first person to whom I could , , 

had passed was the due d'AiguiUo,, He ii« Jmy 
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recital without any decided expression of his opinion ; 
no sooner had I concluded, than he took me by the hand, 
and pressing it with a friendly grasp, 

«How I congratulate you," said he, “upon the good 
fortune which has extricated yott from this ° 

you know that a reconciliation with the due de cl ™^n- 
would have involved your inevitable disgrace? What 
evil genius counselled you to act m sue a man . 

« X fancied I was doing right,” said I, in thus prov- 
ing to the king that I was not an unreasonable woman. 

« The Choiseuls,” replied he, « would have entangled you 
in their nets, and, separated from your real friends, would 

have made you the innocent author of your own destr uc- 
tion Tell the king just so much, that the d*M 

has been to see you, that you conversed together some 
time, and that he has offended you more than ever 

«I promise you, my kind friend,” said I, «to follow 

7 When I next saw the king, I apprized him of the visit. 

« That does not astonish me,* said Loins X 
duke is anxious to be on friendly terms with you. 

« He has then taken a very contrary road to arrive at 
my friendship,” said I; “if he reaily desires hat we should 
be on good terms, he must conduct himself very diffe 
ently”; and there the conversation ended. But ; 
days afterwards, having sent away my mdttre d hitd v* 
whom I had reason to be dissatisfied, and the king P 
pearing surprised at seeing a fresh cormtenance amonffS 
my household, I said to him, “Sir, I have got rid of 
my Choiseul, when will it please you to get nd of yours ? 
The king, without replying to me, began 
which, for want of a better termination to my remark, 

I was constrained to join. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 


Dorluo «- MnriomoMo Uln»lu him l lltt« nun iVIm! ri't Jxelta M 

ilu Miuipfiuu’H wig IlenrlwtUv Tie, .Inr .{a Vilh-n-i hm.| 

LoUcsr from tlio inmitaKM du Harry in Hi* tlm' >U» Vilfoh.i |j| rt 

loply — Tlio roiuM write# ngnli* -> : Mtnhitun «tn M.„,y mM M*h.UIo 
•—konto XV, taul lliu iimntwwki iIm Uany. 


number wlikrh emupuMed my lunwdmhl wm\ 
three boinga who played tnanpumma parM in my 
family, and who received the kinder uu'<m<« in 
honour of their mistreat. Thmi three favoured olne.H 
wero Dodim, Junior, and llonrieu#. Following tlm or* 
clur or diuordcr in which I have written thus. far, I will 
ni'Ht introduce my dear Darina in your no lira, 

Swoot, beautiful Doriiwl how amiably ufl'mloimitt and 
uLtached to thy mint mm wart Hum! Thu poor animal 
f t,n oxlHtH i fwl would have you know that I am ttnenk- 
ng of a jnoHt faithful little dug* now indeed grown old, 
asthmatic and uutppMij but fiftam, ycu *r« dm*, dhtin* 
giitohod for her lightness, BwiftiuM*, and grace, for her 
pretty Uttlo countenance, while teeth, largo sparkling 

coat’^H lUl !’ mUl * htm H,, ‘ hr ]wr »»ow.wliiie 
toat, spotted hero and there with Urn iiumi beautiful brawn. 

J. >oii no waa jiiHfc three montliM old when mmlmm do 

Montmorency brought her to me in her muff; her Omul 

Z" 1 C With * ri . ch «oW collar, bearing dm a ram of 

rounded w 71 ? w,th ,l wppWi* mir. 

loaned !inon , , n ° nt B ; i ‘ 10 momml * h « «w me ftorlno 
nnri <v ^ wtl **1081; endearing familiarity 

1 r 2 t rff 'r nwor ‘" ,iuoti % u** 

Hkow r , 5 1COln ° u,< " " f the »« favour! la 

“to Z JT ry “?, nntl M llielr 

Shi 1 ? P i T le ' n P l % mwraels f,,r UiofpmUo Dorlnti. 
»1 pod hor ooffoo dally from « golden B(Ulter , nml 
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(helwmn wlmm and limine it mutual <lisli!ce ex- 
I vv;t»« appointed It* « mphruer, The wonderful in- 
nf ih»- highly »f ? *’» I animal Ktiun taught her, that 
ulth"Uph h t»l free |*pnui«»«Mt» to hark at ull the tent 
,,f il«s * world, lie-re wm* mii** in it. to whom it be* 

\ wv in hIimw hemetf in her most gracious mul until* 
in,j win* tlii* pet»oii was l have it to your sagacity 

pi divine. Mho, however, indemnified herself for thin 
v1i y m enmplaWuurfi by burking «»♦! itl all who up- 

preached; tool the hsimUomrwl, best turned leg in the 
t't in rt wiui not nhoho from t ho sharp U’t*l.h of mademoiselle 
i'inrlkti 1 . NeveriMr**. n» vied in |imIniiiK ami fondling 
lu r, mul I w«« em hunted with the general admiration 
Mho* excited, «* well m« the attention she received. One 
liny thul l won exult ingly relating b» ihu ^ ue d'AiguUlon 
tint pmv« nttd pruiwu lavished tm rny dog, he replied, 
“The grand dauphin, jm*i» of i,«min XIV., after the death 
of hh wite, Morin trtirUtiiip «-f T»«v«riu, secretly CHpounuil 
ltmdciimliwllo Choin, The marshal d’UxeUcH, who was 
not ignorant trf this marriage, professed hinmelf the most 
devoted friend of the lady; he veiled her regularly morn- 
Ing and evening, and rvm carried his desire to \>\mm 
her 5 W» far, am In *t?mi n. servant with n dish of giillexl 
Imre for the house dog, who had n particular fancy for 
Klim, .l.rv.,,1 In ttot »»*«! Tlw* nlteiulmw «nt In • 
ihiltlwworo faithfully •"'Uim.rd f.,r W'verol ywirfl, UIHl « 
gt.mil ihoq.lmi .In.!, mol Him h» »>;'« '"“"‘"B ftn ‘’ 

Inr vi*lUi no more presents to either mistress r g. 
Annly 11,; M.«v «.ht«l Un- ante, «« he term nattd 
Iiih iri iul Unfortunately the «s»i»Hc«tion of the In Ic i pro- 

S nnu-a ll*-lf I nil t« ,, end 1 h«» ™l» rl «n« “ 

trull, of the history of mwlorm.lsolle Chain. At .the idc 
of Urn king *o did my vUUow disappear; mu *’ « 
hu partaken of tin- dl 9K ™« of Iho «wite«. u Barry. 

The teemd abject *f Wffnrd w ^ 

African toy. full of lnlolH«enoo end mUehtot Mmpie 
m A independent In W« mnxm, yet wild as his countiy, 

Zuner fMded hlntaelf the equal of .‘V.?*' 'Xtof 

delptag to eeknowledge ihe king hlmaelf “ h 9 au y “ i ° 0 
£lm&h wim nretMtted to me by the 
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Richelieu , clad in the |»i«iuresi|no vmlmm «tf hi* native 
land; \m head ornamented with fcatlmni ..f 
u short poll cant of |)Uiu?(l {-ibh h in walk while 
th0 ru:heHt I’muokHs adorned Ida wWhH and oluL 
r ld, pearls, n,ul ruble, K .i« w «l ,n,r & I ' , m" 

f™ m . "" T; , Novc1 ' w "" W '"»• !>,'« Ilm"d 

of ,1 • n,,lrdC '/ 1 ’ Wl "“ 0 Ml'iKwt imJrbiul 

Of i miking 1 finch n magnificent. \Mmni. ’ 

In honour of tho tragedy of Air ire I i 

wilh "if Urn tUW,m,n 'V ****** 1 at tilled 

Indeed that ia“umn X ^‘n wi- ^l ^ mtt why? 

a“.ri="v^'=ri: r f t 

monkey Ceala. I could relj twemy Tu ™Zm' ^ 
f rMta > Muh more mmem,* „ mn V " r il!" 

«x^d™ h rj!rH n , ",r'f nK ««S 

w o„ h v o, *‘“ ^ «« .h« H «r u> i " # iwenii ° ,h ' 

to cllnnllfV mn'ert'plo ,m 1 loJ m ' ne "<»>«« friend* 

to Mend mo In tllo M ‘" e 

proceeded to cut it w i imi „ f ' 1<5 of lI *° company 
cn««, than it« VZT Y ^ ^ "* 

menso awnrm of eoclcchnfein" ill i p,oved t0 ,K3 nn Jm ° 

buying ail over tho cham!^ ^ read anti 

before aeon these iimscta h* * ^ amor ' w , ° bad never 
tho room, bu M imr\nd humST 'T"® ll,em 1,11 over 

Tho «■,.» ,«„ 7„ '„V ™ bm'7, ““V* “"X -w. 

Urae b bMt at I ant the poor teftk. 
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chafe ra, weary t*f currying mi Ihu war, ami mistaking the 
iHMMiku of M. du Muupcou for an impregnable fortress, 
(Ww to lako refuge there. Wlmt did Junior do, but run 
tu the chancellor, snatch o it bin wig, anti carry it in 
triumph lo a corner of the room with its colony of cock- 
chafers, leaving uh all to admire lira bald head of the 
chief magistrate. I could willingly have enjoyed a hearty 
lauph at thiM scene, but, out of respect for M. do Man- 
peon, I feigned to be much displeased with Zumor, whom 
t deni rod one of the attendants lo <U>k for his rudeness. 
However, the guests and the chancellor uniting in en- 
treaties that I would pardon him, I was obliged U) allow 
my assumed anger to give way to their request, and the 
culprit received a pardon, 

There wan hut one person in the world whom /aunm 
really feared; he wan however on good terms with all 
my friends, and dhl not disdain the society of Urn king. 
You have heard that the latter, by way of amusement, 
bestowed on my little negro the title of governor of the 
Pavilion do Luoimme, with a revenue arising therefrom 
of a thousand crowns, and that the chancellor caused 
the necessary papers to he prepared and delivered to him 
scaled with tlm stale seal. 

’ But of all the persons who visited me, the one most be- 
loved by fcamtvr was mndumo do Mirepoix, who never eamo 
without bringing him amusing presents or some sweet- 
meats. The sight of her throw him into ecstasies of delight; 
and the moment he caught sight of her, he would clap his 
hands, leap with joy, dance around her, and kiss hot hand, 
exclaiming, *Ahi warn hi thaltl* (Ah. vnadamo la 
tnar&hftle”). The poor mnrdclude always dreaded meet- 
ing the king when she enmo to visit me and Znmar; for 
the great delight of his majesty was to make my little 
negro repeat a name of IuradlH»h origin, which ho did 
in m ridiculous it manner, that the modesty of my fair 
friend was most shockingly put to the blush. 

One person alone never vouchsafed to bestow the 
eat glance of encouragement upon my little Imp of Air on, 
and this wu 9 corate Jean, who even went so far as to 
awe him into silence either by a frown or n gesture or 
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impatience; his most lively tricks could not win a M1 ,j le 
iirom the count, who was either thoughtful nr pivnecupicd 
with somo ambitious selumm of fortune. y, an ior soo n hit 
a species of instinctive dread of thin overpowering ami mve, 
inspiring* genius, whoso sudden appearance would chill him 
in his wildest fils of mirthful mischief, and send him eow» 
cring* to a corner of the room; where he w«*u!d remain 
huddled together, and apparently stu|Kdied and motion- 
iess, till the count quitted the apartment. 

At the moment of my writing* thi*. Kamor Mil) r^ides 
under my roof. During* the years he has passed with 
mo ho has gained in height, hut in none of the intellectual 
tpialitics does ho seem to have nmdo any protore- mm 
has only stripped him of the ehunmt of infamy without 
supplying others in their place; nor can r venture to atlirm 
that his gratitude and devotion to me are mich m 1 have 

amrrn l?Tf t,U?y ,m: * f,,, ' 1 'Vith truth 

him n,ui I 1 “ lV0 nm ‘ r miml hvkh UmUtc** on 
to him ’ 1 0my mm " f «•"**•'. « K<«Hl ml,,. 

J”' or ? w“#o momlHjr of my mnl.llrtnir.il, l,„w.-vnr 
whom 1 pftfcmiil to either Uurine m „, 

who lorthnfv Wh ° W " M " lncorcly ««« l *'»'> ", ,m*. „n,l 

ou tlo cn L r r , T' n ' fwvmy dlrtlM 

out the cast es I had procured u good hmhum\ for her 

l oinTui wit ' T’ti ’’“f ' vl,,i: "* 'v k «i"“K hi...: 

nmi ms wife in the close vicinity of the east!*- 
von tod my kind friend from quitting* me. However mv 
poor Honriotto was not fated to eniov a h u ■< " » ^ 

court lelLf ltr t ,rcw ^om « window into the 

herself oven' of thls^ni l | lkcn ,,p dc “ d * Mamter availed 
that la ■breed, 

sense of his wife’s mi«„ . npi,y mm ltlwtJ from bln deep 

-?^ns y zH?{r rft «2» , = 
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was, that Henriette had drawn upon herself a general 
hatred and ill will, because she steadily refused all gos* 
siping invitations, where my character would have been 
pulled to pieces, and the affairs of my household, dis- 
cussed and commented upon: there, indeed, she had 
sinned beyond all hope of pardon. 

She it was who pointed out to me the perfidious con- 
duct of the due de Villeroi. This gentleman, from the 
very beginning of my rise in the royal favour, had demon- 
strated the most lively friendship for me, of which he 
sought to persuade me by the strongest protestations, 
which, weak and credulous as I was, I implicitly be- 
lieved, until one day that Henriette, availing herself of 
my being quite alone, let me into the secrets of my. es- 
tablishment and furnished me with a key to the assiduities 


of M. de Villeroi. 

Amongst the females in my service was one named 
Sophie, young, beautiful both in face and form, of a sweet 
disposition, and every way calculated to inspire the ten- 
der passion. M. de Villeroi. felt the full force of her 
charms, and became the whining, sighing lover her 
very shadow. Up to this period I had had no cause of 
complaint against M. de Villeroi; and certainly I should 
not have interfered with his plebeian flame had he not 
thought proper, when questioned hy my enemies as to 
his continual presence at the castle, and great assiduities 
there, to protest that his visits thither were not in honour 
of my charms, but for those of my waiting-maid. How- 
ever, my vanity had rendered me his constant dupe. ^ 

X felt perfectly astonished as I listened to Henriette s 
recital; and when she had ceased, I conjured her to tell 
me candidly, whether she had not invented the who e 
tale either out of spite to Sophie or with a design 
make me break off further friendship with the duke 
This she most solemnly denied, recommended me 

to make inquiries amongst my friends who would be 
compelled to bear testimony to the truth of all .she ^ had 
asserted I determined to do so; and the first person 
whom I was enabled to interrogate respecting the affair 
was the bishop de Senlis. This prelate came frequently 
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to neo mo, and I found hin society ouch day more picas., 
toff. Ho served mo us a kind of ga/.eue of all that 
passed with the princesses, in whoso opinion 1 had still 
the misfortune not to he in the very highest rslimation. 
When occasion required it, M, do Rnquoluimi would ven- 
ture to take my part, and that without making a single 
enemy; for who could he offended with one so affable, 
so good, so full of kindness towards all } In fact, the 
worthy bishop was ho fortunate as to obtain the love of 
every person who knew him; and, in the most select 
society of opposing parties, each would reserve a place 
for good M. do Rnquoluure, 

When I questioned him as to his knowledge of the 
affair, his embarrassment was evident, 

* What, a world 1 h this!” cried he. " Why, let me 
ask, do you baton to those who repeat such mortifying 
tales to you? 8 

“Because, my lord, my friends will not see me made 
the sport of a heartless and perfidious friend; and, if ymt 
entertain the slightest regard' for me, l conjure von to 
tell mo all you know upon the subject,** 

“And do you, my good madam, conceive that it would 
become my sacred calling to apeak ill of my neighbour ? 
besides, surely you would not attach any belief to the 
Kile reports spread about the castle by ilUIlspowd persona ? " 

All this has nothing to do with my question, my lord * 
resumed l « I ask you one© again, whether you ever 
heard the due do Villon* assign Ida p,i*d«u for mm of 
my women as tho reason for his visits to m « ? Have 
y °«uT ° r ? , biflhop ? 1 tmtrcat you to answer. “ 

deli ' " 0t,> ’ 8nicl tl10 * WM ‘ 1>rel,UB ' 

“Ah, monslour do Roquolaure,* cried I, « yml lmlBt 
not say mass to-morrow, for I groallr fear vou Imv. « 

W ‘m Mai " fault whlch 1,1 wtylctl libbing,* 

uiMa°o( conArmalion 1 ; 0 rCP ' y ' "’ Kl ” i9 * ,hw " »"" ko «*- 
enSV^U’°Im 1 t!hI m ° U ’ Bn U ’ B (lul! il ' AI K lli "«'> 

confessed thl? H „ 1 “ m# ‘l”®* 110 "! and lift frankly 

confessed, that tho excuse alleged to have boon used by 
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tlici tlm* do Vi I km u was strictly the expression of that 
gentleman. 

“ I wuh wrong, M said the duke, “ not to have mentioned 
It to you, lmt I wuh to It* i it from u desire to preserve peace 
between you. Now that the affair bun been revealed 
to you, I will not sully my lips with a falsehood for the 
pleasure of upholding tin unprincipled man,” 

M I will not ask you to toll me more, #> replied I, “T 
know enough to nittke me despiso the cowardly spirit of 
him whom I reject tm unworthy of my friendship.” So 
saying, 1 ran to my writing-table, and wrote to the due 
do ViUerol the following notes — 

« MuNHoam i.k oiie,*-- 1 love my frlcuuln with all their fmiltii, lmt l 
cannot pardon their perfidy; and, aluce from wlmt I Imvo heard I 
mu left to eum-hide, that Vmt for the elmrnm of my attendant Sophie, 
I should not have harm favoured with no many of your vImIIm, I now 
write to warn you, that I thin day iIIhiuIbw the unfortunate object of 
your admiration from my servlets, and therefore recommend you to 
eea mo all further comnumleatlon. Your pnwenuo In my luumo would 
lie any thlnur lmt agreeable to mo; and wince the fair object which 
him hitherto attracted you will no longer dwell under my roof, I pre- 
sume your presenting yourself before mo would only be mere painful 
limit yon have hitherto found it. The franknewt of my conduct may 
offend you. lmt It cannot surprise or grieve you more than your 
duplicity haw me. 

“I remain with befitting sentliuenta, moniileur le due, 

« Your must bumble and obedient sarvAitt" 

When 1 had completed my letter, I rang, and a foot- 
man attended. “Go,” said I to him, “carry thin note Im- 
mediately to the due do ViUerol, and wait, if it be 
necessary, the whole day, until you can return with the 
assurance that you have delivered it into his own hand.” 

Whilst I was thus speaking to the man, who had been 
engaged by my steward, and very recently entered into 
my service, I chanced to look at him inadvertently, when 
my attention was arrested by soeing him rapidly change 
colour, I could not at the moment conceive what could 
thus agitate him, and making a sign for him to depart 
immediately upon hie commission, he slowly left the room, 
regarding me as he went in such a manner, that I could 
not fail recognising him; and here, my friend, X must 
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lay aside every particle of self-love and vanity ere I enn 
make you a complete confession; the retrospect of my 
life brings many events, of which the remembrance is 
indeed painful to mo, and only the solemn promise I tun 
under to conceal nothing restraliw me from consigning 
many particulars to oblivion. 1 tmt once more about to 
incur the clmnco of drawing down your contempt by my 
candour, but before I on tor upon the subject, permit me 
to conclude my affair with tlict due do Villuroi. 

My letter was a thunderbolt; to Um duke, Me better 
than any one knew the extent of my eredit, which be 
dreaded, lost I might employ it to his Injury; he there, 
foro hastened to reply to me in Urn following words* / 


<{ Mai>amu w comtjoihk, — I am a im«»t miluij.jiy, t*r ivtllier n vtlrlv 
cahmmintod man; and my tvimiuhei Imve rmplMyad Urn m»»t mIImiu, 
means of making mu appear .!««,, leahta In ym.r eyr*. 1 coi,f w „. ,| ilU 
not daring to aapiro to you, 1 atopptal at Urn Uh,uu»>\ of your Umo.e 
bul l wholly deny tl.o words whluh huvo tmu laid t, my v huL, | 
vonturo to expect from your juHtluo that ym. wilt gram ml u,« f* VlW 
of an opportunity of oxcutimtlug mymdf from hM a cluum,. It 
wou cl ho cruol indeed to enmltmm a man wUlmut hpaibm ),|im 
1 am with l ho moat profound rtmpncl, 


To this hypocritical epistle I 
ns follows: — 


replied by another note 


duc I! s“ "’“ v lw •» 

■ lllororo ‘« I nm not nntooMiofl nt vmir wwklaif m ,«.«,! ilt« 
o mv ? g lUL<3rcKl dm dlKrflnjKuitful wards laid m ymir ta»rtw 
Ah for tho oxpluimtlonH you offer mo they would la, fmUlw’ I Ifm 

!oi i s w, f„:!r o rv Mv ‘! di,,or ^ ^ 

“™ a s:2r zz * u “ lta,,ia - ,i 

to 1 w,Mwl 

youTwo ooeMlon r!f *’ ,“ you I ,er “ lv e Oie oenfuilon 

that ho duo Z vi ‘ h M ,Bh ymu ' fall 5'' 1(1 “ Uwn (rue 

“ Yoa Vil 0r0 ‘ " W 8|,0k6 “ ot '«•» >° y«uf" 

Yoa, Indood, madam, » replied the poor 


And you return his passion f* 
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K I believe so, madam.” 

This iiciif confession made me smile. I continued — 

<( Then you are not quite sure of the fact ? ” 

<( No, madam; for when I do not see him I forget all 
about it; but when he is before me, so handsome and so 
generous, so full of love, I try to make myself equally 
fond of him ; but somehow I cannot help preferring his 
courier, M. 1 'Eclair,” 

These last words completely destroyed all attempts 
at preserving my gravity, and I burst into the most un- 
controllable laughter, which, however, soon gave place 
to a painful recollection of how soon this young and 
artless creature, as simple as she was beautiful, was likely 
to lose this open-heartedness in the hands of her se- 
ducer. 

<( Sophie,” said I to her at last, (< this unfortunate affair 
forbids my retaining you any longer in my service ; I am 
compelled to send you from me. I trust this noble lover 
of yours will never forsake you; have a care only to 
conceal from him, should you persist in encouraging his 
addresses, that he has a rival in the person of his courier, 
1’ Eclair.” 

Sophie threw herself weeping at my feet. I raised and 
encouraged her by the kindest words to pursue the right 
path, hut I remained steady in my determination of send- 
ing her from me. 

I was not mistaken. The due de Villeroi became the 
possessor of poor Sophie, and publicly boasted of having 
her under his protection. He did not, however, proceed 
to these extreme measures until he had essayed every 
possible means of effecting a reconciliation with me, and 
he employed more than a hundred persons in the vain 
attempt of inducing me to pardon him. With this view 
the mardchale de Mirepoix, whose succour he had im- 
plored, observed to me that it was sometimes necessary 
to feign to overlook an insult; I replied, that dissimula- 
tion was an art I knew nothing of, nor did I wish ever 
to acquire it. 

<( Really, my clear countess,” cried she, K you should 
not live at court, you arc absolutely unfit for it.” 
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(< It may bo bo,” replied I; "hut I would ntUier quit 
Voi’BtiillcB allo^olhof tlimi he laurounded by fahu 4 . atul 
porfidiotiB fritmritt.” 

AH Uio remount mures of tin* ko»‘i 1 milmvd mmvVhnle 
wore fi'uitlosH, I could nut Itiiu^ my«rlf to pardon a nM „ 
who had ho openly oiilnitfctl my filuiuMiip, 

Directly I wiw Cite kin K , l iviulcd the whole ulfnir io 
him, 

M rt jmiHt ho amfesHed/ Min’d lie, "that the duke h ilN 
behaved very ill toward;! you, hut he lm« erttntuly mJimwu 
I dH Mo ah far tm regard* Sophie. She \# <t ^veet crea- 
ture/ 

“Ah I you are nil alike/ cried I, « Yon K entle.neM think 
a pretty fitco an cxuuno for every fault; mid he , udyde- 
HorvcH blntno who can mutch Idtmielf where hramv h want- 
ing. M 

•Bocaiwo ho is a simpleton for mo doing/ M Uuia 
XV, with tho utmoRt gravity, giving me at the Maine time 
nn niTcctionnto embrace, 
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Tho prlnoo ties Doux Pouts —Pilnco Mux— The diuiphin niul Miirlo 
Antoinette — Tho comtoflHo ilu Hurry nml Bridget Rupert— The 
countess mid Gonovl&vo Muthoii— • KoBI — Frosli umouiH— •Noeliinud 
Adventure— Conclusion of this intrigue. 

A i.i. my friends wore not treacherous ah tho elite do 
Villcrol; and I may gratefully assert I have pos- 
sessed many true and sincere ouch who have 
over faithfully adhered to my fortunes, One in partic- 
ular 1 Hindi mention here, that I may recommend him 
to your warmest esteem; for, although of high and dis- 
tinguished rank, ho did not dcHpino tho good opinion of 
the meummt citizen. I Hpenk of tho prince den Doux 
Ponte, Charles Auguste Christian. Thin prince, who 
chanced to viwit Franco during tho zenith of my court 
favour, was very desirous of Hoeing me, and both lie and his 
brother wore presented to mo by the com to do la Marche, 
their friend, and they cpdelcly requoHted tho honour of 
my friendship. Auguste ChriHtian ploaHed me mo#t by 
hi« gentle and amiable manners, although most persona 
gave the preference to IiIh brother, Maximilian Joseph, 
bettor known by tho name of prince Max. Auguste Chris- 
tian, in tho fervour of his attachment, speaking openly 
to me of tho dolicacy of tho situation, proposed to mo, 
in case of any reverse, that I should seek an asylum in 
his dominions; and I must do him tho justice to say, that 
at tho death of tho king, far from forgetting his profTor, 
ho lost no time in reminding mo of it. Fidelity and at- 
tachment such as his, is sufficiently rare to merit a place 
in my journal, Tho prince dcs Doux Fonts was pre- 
sumptive heir to an immense inheritance, that of the 
electorate of Bavaria, and the electorate Palatine, to tho 

(« 3 ) 
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latter of whirl, tie was direct heir adcr n„, dcccnta ,,f 
hl» cousin tivu proHtmt elector. t could wish that 

h0 lmi ‘ ^ ""encoded to . “ 

noTCr roiKn too noon for this Imppiu™ „f his .mhjectn 

in«; Max had Hrrvod In Frauen; l.n wan extremely 
wall looked upon at court Imth hy (|„, ki„ K lmi , . in J . 

cohHCH. Ah for tlm dauphin™, prejudiced ukuIiimI him 
as »hu wiih hy her mother, tihe iml.mdlv regarded him 
with mi eye of cool miNlniHt, ami iimiiifented her open 
d Hlilm hy never invltliijf him to any of I,,,,- parti™. Ih inee 
Max spoke of tins pointed uejjlect to tlm kin,,, who Im- 
mediately munmoued the dauphin, "My „on,»auid he to 
ini, M nee with re„mt that priueu Max h, mmer ,'n in 

l f . K ' mt llt "f your hails and fPlen. R,. member 
ho belong to a family which Inn, I our moat ^ [ 

nl y, and do not take up the ipmrreln of , a hourn, which 
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If the dauphin wan not K in.t,| with a very extemde, 

»1S wot cl, for tho iitHlHut hu rctm inrd to hin nmnuumL 
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the house of Marie Antoinette, who indemnified herself 
for thin compulsory civility, by refusing to Bestow upon 
him one single smile or gracious word. It must indeed 
he agreed that the duuphinoss had brought with her into 
France too many Austrian notions, which she was long 
in losing for those of a wife and mother; hut now at tiie 
moment of my writing tills, she is much changed, and is 
as true a French woman as though she had been born 
and bred in Paris. Unfortunately, the people appear 
slow in giving her credit for her altered opinions, and 
to this mistake will she owe the loss of that general love 
and popularity to which who has such just claims, 

Prince Auguste Christian entertained for me a sincere 
icgui il, which I returned witli the truest friendship. My 
feelings wore as pure and simple us his own, spite of the 
odious calumnies with which my enemies have attacked 
this harmless acquaintance; but their slander in this 
matter was no worse than the manner in which they 
spoke of every person who visited me, According to 
their report, I was the mistress of all who presented 
themselves. "I, 'is well for you, yo courtly dames, that 
you may convert friends into lovers with impunity; lie 
the number ever so large none dares arraign your conduct; 
but for those of more humble pretensions it is indeed 
considered atrocious to number more than two admirers; 
should wo ask to swell the list to a third— what com- 
ments, what scandal, what vilifying reports are in circu- 
lation l 

In this letter, my friend, I shall speak to you ex- 
clusively of myself. You will find little in my conduct 
to praise, and ,1 fear, much to blame. You will easily 
perceive my heart was better than my head; and dear 
ns your opinion is to me, I write on in the hope, that 
should my candid avowal lose mo any portion of your 
esteem, it will yet obtain mo a larger share of your 
friendship. 

The dismissal of Sophie from my service occasioned 
a vacancy in my household. Immediately her departure 
waa known, I received numberless solicitations from nil 
who heard of it. Three clays afterwards, Henrietta came 
is 
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to inform mo that the wife of un attorney of Chfitelct 
solicited the task of serving' mo in Sophie's stead; that 
she was tt well-looking and respectable person, and might 
very probably suit me. 

“ Will you hoc her, madam? ” continued Uonriulle. “ She 
Is recommended by the marchioness do Montmorency,” 

“Willingly,” answered I; “desire her to come in.” 
Honriotte loft mo and quickly returned, introducing thu 
now candidate. 

At the first glimpse I recognised Hrigitta .Rupert, that 
haughty girl, who had boon my early friend and com- 
panion at Saint Aure, but who found it impossible to 
continue her friendship and favour to a humble inUlinor’a 
girl. The sight of her occasioned me a surprise by no 
means of a pleasing nature; and the Involuntary slurt I 
gave, evidently recalled me to her recollection, In a 
moment her chocks assumed the paleness of death, and 
her self-love seemed to suitor the most horrible torments 
at tho light in which our rencontre mutually placed us, 
As soon as she could command herself miilicieutly to 
speak, she cried, 

“Ah! madam, do I then appear in your presence?” 

“Yes,” replied,, T, « before the poor and humble milliner 
to whom you ho harshly refused your friendship!" 

“ Fortune has well avenged you, madam, ” said BrJgltta, 
In a melancholy tone; “and as 1 can easily Imagine how 
unpleasant the sight of mo must be, I will hasten to re- 
lievo you from it.” 

Those laHt words touched me, and restored me In u de- 
gree to my natural good temper. 

(( B rights," Haiti I to her, “after Urn little afifoelion yon 
havo over manifested for me, it would be impassible ns 
well as unwise to take you into my service; but let mo 
know in what way I can boat promote the interest of your- 
self and husband, and I pledge myself to accomplish It 
for you.” 

“I thank you, madam,” answered she, resuming her 
accustomed haughtiness, *1 came to solicit n situation 
near the person of the comtesse du Barry. Since that is 
refused me, I havo nothing mere to request. * 
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«.Be it as you please, » replied I. Brigitta made a low 
courtesy, and quitted the room. 

Henrietta, who had been the witness of this scene, ex- 
pressed her apprehensions that I should be displeased 
with her for introducing an unwelcome visitor to me. 

“ No, ” cried t, w 'tis not with you I am vexed, but myself. » 

(< And why so, dear madam ? M 

“ Because I reproach myself with having* in my own 
prosperity forgotten one of my earliest and dearest friends, 
who loved mo with the teudorest affection. Possibly she 
may now be in trouble or difficulties, from which I might 
have n thousand ways of relieving her; but it is never too 
late to do good. To-morrow, early, you shall set out for 
Paris; when there, go to the rue Saint Martin, inquire 
for the sign of la Bonne Foi; it is kept by a pastrycook, 
named M. Mathon, of whom I wish you to learn every 
particular relative to Ids daughter Gonovi&ve.” 

My wishes were laws to Hcnriotto, who instantly re* 
tired to prepare for her journey. T had not ventured to 
desire her to glean any information concerning the brother 
of (Senevibve, and yet ut the recollection of the handsome 
Nicolas my heart bent impetuously. With what impa- 
tience did I await the return of Hcnriotto! at length she 
came. 

“ Well ! 0 said I. 

<( I have found out M. Mathon, ” answered Hcnriotto, 

“ Which, the father?” 

“ Yes, madam.” 

“And what is his present occupation?” 

“As usual, madam, superintending his kitchen and shop.” 

M Is ho alone in his business ? ” 

“Oh, no I madam; he is assisted by his son, n fine dark 
hanclsomo young man.” 

“ Hitt son then lives with him ? ” 

“Yea, madam, and ho is married.” 

“ Married I — but it is not of this young man I wish 
to speak, but of his sister, of Qonovibvo; toll me of 
her.” 

* I only learned, madam, that she had married a tailor, 
named Gudrard ; who, aftor having been very unsuccessful 
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ill, business, diud suddenly, luiiying her wholly destitute 
with two youiijr children. » 

I im mod into ly wrote the following nolo to my omlv 
frioml : — * 

«Tluu' 0 mU!HH 0 <lu Harry »mvIi W heard ,,f the * of madume 

GuAmixl. and knowing l.mv much aim In «h*«mvh. K of u heller fate 
f ‘ or hoiliff unefal to her. She theorem | 

- 

I ’" 01 ' i leiKivibve nearly fainU-il when she received this 
note, which wns conveyed to her by „ footman weurin,.' ,„y 
livory. bits could nut iimi K me to whom she was Imlelurd 
for proonrliijf her smth exulted pfUiVnage, „ml she H iul 
her faintly spent the inlerveuiiip’ houru heforti her nM . 
painted Interview in u (linuiiaiiil uoniceliires on ii, u 
suhjcet On Monday, pnnettmlly Iwu'nVIuek, n)„. was 
, til the hotel dressed m her heat, her lovely eoimleimneu 

>She knew me the instant she saw mei and, in the frank 
simplicity of her own heart Imagining she ,-ould judge 

exehilmintj, 10 llmiw »>>’ mins, 

"Oh, my dear .feimmitte, wlmi, pleasure does it „|f„ ri | 
me to meet you iifftiin. Oh! I see how it Is- von are the 
filend uf tlm eomtesse du Harry, and it Is to 'you I sh ill 

« t{ " n ' 1 Cmievlfive," cried I, weeping for iov 

she who now embraces yon Is the comics,, e du 
Aftui wo hail a little recovered ourselves, I took 
len. by the hand, and led her to n sofa, where 2 

Heated on raid vim Hide by aid*., R t .i 

of our onrlv wo. in r i . . ivt uiimnjj to Um ntromtH 

«ec irrod la 1 10 (ie " Uvi6v « «» Uwt bad 

When I l„u' tlZ mid favour. 

hors lmt It wmi tC "n r ‘ !citnl ‘ ^mievlhvo raiimunieeul 
noia, mu u WHB Hoti!) told. Thom : u I?,,1 , , 

exchanged a moat aitaitoi^ta^SblicI^x pia'inti/Th" 
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hrtiulH of my companion a portfolio, containing 30,000 
livrca in bunk bills. I promised her likewise to obtain 
for lior some lucrative situation. «Do more tium this 
for me!” cried Genevifcve. « Since you will still grant 
me your friendship, secure for me the happiness of oc- 
casionally meeting you. I can with truth declare, that 
of all your proofs of kindness and regard, that which I 
prefer is the pleasure of seeing you.” 

This ingenuous request touched my heart, and I replied 
to it by fondly caressing the warm-hearted Gunevibve, 
and assuring her tlmt my purse and my house should bo 
ever open to her. We then resumed our interesting rem- 
iniscences, and Genevieve, was the first to speak of her 
brother. At the name of Nicolas I felt the blood mount 
to my very forehead, and an indefinable sensation passed 
over me at the mention of him who had possessed my 
virgin love. I strove, however, to conceal from my .friend 
the powerful emotion which agitated me, and I replied, 
with apparent tranquillity, that I should be happy to assist 
her brother with the best of my credit and influence; 
and l kept my word by obtaining for him, at the solid- 
tatiun of his sister, some lucrative situation, the exact 
nature of which t do not now recollect, where they re- 
sided together in case and comfort. I had only to recoin- 
mend them to the notice of M. do Boulogne, who felt 
himself much fluttered at being selected by mo to make 
the fortunes of my two friends. 

From this time Geuevihve visited me ns frequently ns 
sho could, and her society delighted mu; whilst, in her 
conversation I found a frankness and sincerity which I 
hud vainly sought for at court. She hud loved me when 
a simple milliner, and she cherished the same fond re. 
gnrd for me in my improved situation. Her friendship 
has not forsaken me in my reverses ; and I fool quite 
assured that death only will dissolve the tender friend- 
ship which still subsists between us. As for her brother, 
he spared mo much shame and confusion by never seok- 
ing my presence; a meeting with him would indeed have 
overwhelmed me with painful recollections. 

And now, my friend, I am about to relate to you an 
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ad venture, the hare mention of which covers my cheek 
with guilty blushes; fain would I conceal it from you, 
but my promise is given to lay my whole heart before 
you, and it shall he done, cost what It may. 

I know not why it should ever have huou permitted 
you got) tlomou to frame laws, which, while they permit 
you, in the gratification of your passions, to descend ever 
so low in the scale of society without any disgrace at* 
Inching Itself to you from the obscure condition of the 
object of your search, to us females It is prohibited, un- 
der penalty of incurring the utmost degradation, to 
gratify Lite inclination of our hearts when awakened by 
one of more humble rank than our own, A great lord 
may lovo a kitchen maid, a noble duke, like M. do Vil- 
luroi, may indulge Ids fancy for a waiting woman, and 
yet esc no portion of his dignity, or of the esteem in 
which the world holds him; but, on the other hand, woe 
to the high-horn dame who should receive the homage 
of an obscure cilir.cn, or the noble countess who should 
lend a favourable ear to the sighs of her raid ehambn ; 
Ihe public voice would loud and angrily inveigh against 
ho flag unit a breach of decorum. And why should this 

p ? . Bu,: ' "Y fr,cml > (U) y»» >»<* hco in my seeking to do- 
fonc so weak a cause mifncient iniinmtlmt that such a 
justification involves a consciousness of requiring it ? 

ft. p C,ltt «" iU y- ,mrt wil1 «<> l»'Wr <lelny tho pain- 
ful confession I have to make. 

Do you romombor n mnifiihirly lmiulm.mo youim mini, 

ini Vfl' U " S ^ " ’ ntl ° Wil1 ' m,Wl "" 10 flWfllHltml 

me I II my very BoiiHca acemed bewildered liy my nitiwion 
You know low ho betrayed mo, nnd Imw, ilmmirh him 

tliiTf °im“ “S’ honm < u wdl ** ‘ho tormlnnUon of 
thin foohsh lid venture. You lire now to jimi* over xevon 

L ram/lTTin T ,kt> V T P, "“ wIth [ll<1 In the ilrnw- 

o™ , 'o \ " t0Ml wh<1 " 1 «° wmmon .. 

sotvmit to convoy a letter to the due do Villen, I. You 

Mreon e who the llM,t Ampler of the, 

of hi ni l u ' ''“/Ifkallcm n,lt1 hi* blushes, and 

hi o itfod L , ° y0S ,T 1,1 d## «* n ' Mn,n * “I™ me till 
no quilled the loom — this servant was NoUl! 
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Ilftd I listened to the dictates of prudence, I should, 
without loss of time, have obtained against him a lettre 
de cachet , which would have freed me from all chance of 
discovery through his means; but I could not listen to 
such cool-blooded, though cautious, suggestions. One 
idea only took possession of my mind -- the absurd dcsiro 
to know what had become of Noli! since wo separated, 
and by what accident I now found him wearing my livery 
in the castle. With this intent I availed myself of the 
first moment I was secure from interruption, to summon 
him to my presence. He threw himself at my feet, im- 
ploring of me to pardon his audacity. <( Alas, madam ! n 
said he, <( ,1 am more unfortunate than guilty. I saw 
you walking some time since, and I could obtain no rest 
or peace till 1 was fortunate enough to obtain admission 
to your establishment. Punish me for my temerity if 
you will; expel me from the castle, have me confined in 
a prison, I deserve it all; but, voluntarily, I cannot leave 
this house;, and if you will only permit my stay, I solemnly 
vow you shall see nothing in my conduct but the zeal 
of an attached and respectful servant," 

l was weak enough to pardon Notil and shortly after 
to raise him to the rank of valet de chamhn\ which brought 
him infinitely too much about me. 

Yes, my friend, the woman is, after all attempts to 
excuse It, blumublo for bestowing her affection on one 
below herself in the scale of society. Nature herself 
appears to have planted In our bosoms a kind of instinct, 
which warns us from It, and a prejudice against all those 
who so degrade themselves,' Tt is different with men; 
they can confer rank and elevation on the beloved object. 
A woman should always have reason to look up to and feel 
proud of the man to whom she consigns her heart; this 
species of vanity is mixed with the noblest love, and the 
woman who can overlook it, acts from passion of the 
lowest, basest kind. How easy is it to reason! Alas! why 
have I not always acted ns well as I speak. 

I was thus again a second time enthralled by Nodi, 
and much more bo, too, than I will now toll you. My 
faithful Henrietta, whoso devoted attachment for mo kept 
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her ever watchful of my safety uiul reputation, wan tlmn- 
tiers truck at perceiving what l vainly strove o. 
from her; and, as she has simo told mo, wan long j u 
deciding whether to apeak to me of the uil'air, when an 
unexpected incident arose, which determined her, at every 
risk of my displeasure, to use her endeavors t„ pm un 
end to so disgraceful a connexion, wldeh must iufallihlv 
have ended in my disgrace. 

Ono night, or rather midnight, all was at rest in n, u 
castle, and I was sleeping peacefully in Um arms of 
Noel, when all at once J was awakened l»y the sudden 
opening of an outer door, which announced to mo the 
approach of the king, who had merely one more door to 
open ere ho would he in my apartment. Nodi, ter rilled 
leaped quickly out of bed, and ran to seek refuge in a 
small chamber adjoining where Uenrietle slept, llanoilv 
she was yot awake; and, hy the light of a night damp or 

Zr!Tl mn ' W,m * with <**»M Hamls, con- 

jtued her to take pity upon him. Jlemietio W iw the 

i m-hln U .F 1 Uttin ^ <mt her lmm, ‘ ^*w«l him, and draw.' 
w S !u im y hpr ' h «»> Ho down beside 

ij^rscs^rsaii 
:*». ■ wSTi “ at*? n,,:!" 
s=,-,r:S;. ,^«r. a :\ r -f" 

es*s^ 1E= 

r" w ln 11,8 or 

«nd mlny worn 2 XKTU “ ,"*■ « *«* 

folly, (is well «« the promIseH ™T T" 

pose myself to such immi ** ! vt5 nov * r again to ex» 
toors abate till ata Nwr M 

sound of my bell Henrietta hnL m< / |uJtled me - Al tho 
/ uomiLUa h«u>n«J t„ my 
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«My good Henrietta, n Haiti I to hoi*, trembling from 
head to foot, « what n night of anxiety have I passed, I 
must indeed confess- 

« Four not, my beloved mistress, » replied she; «I will 
watch over your safety, and trust to be enabled fully to 
provide for it. M 

X durst not then ask for any further explanation of 
her words, for such was the ascendancy her good and steady 
conduct had given her over me, that she would certainly 
have blamed mo for my glaring imprudence, I pressed 
her hand in mute thankfulness; she comprehended my 
silence and left me to myself. 

At the end of some days, seeing nothing of Nodi, I 
ventured to question her as to his fate: she then related 
to me all you have been told, and added, that the day 
following this shameful and unfortunate night she had 
lost no time in apprising the eomto Jean of all that had 
occurred, who had quickly despatched Nodi out of the 
kingdom, furnishing him with a purse of ten thousand 
livres to defray his travelling expenses. Such was the 
fortunate termination of tins disgraceful all’uir; and now, 
having completed my painful confession, t will change 
the subject to others doubtless more calculated to interest 
you than the recital of such lapses. 


chapter XXV, 

MmUuno tin Harry mxmh in nlleimtlnn haul.. XV, from Mm due ,u 
Umlwjiil — Jailor from nmdaum do (imuimnm,. < J.mdn XV. Tim 
elmncoUor mid llto cmmioiw— XV. and Mu* hMm'mIo In Villa 
— - 1 lio nmrdclmto do Mltojxdx amt nmdumu tin Harry. 

M attkus now itHHinnud mi air of imporlamv. My mnitr. 
fflo with the doa Choinoulu hml heeonie u deadly 
war, which could only he terminated either hy hin 
downfall or my (UhiuM from Court; thin latter meamne 
wna not very probable; an old man hi not easily detached 
loom a woman whom he lovtm, ami each day only added 
to my nHeendaney over the mind of the kinJ It is trite 

to rail bound him liktnvki in M. ,| t , ciinheiil. Tim 

>*"«i ,«"«» »• w„„ „ih mm.,, 

"Sit # ,r“ lmw i’ wtaw '' wui, i,i„ 

old nmUi Id erontmjr a yi,mi K m- <„,« w | m m j K |, t willu , SH 

hi f»i« !• y llU ’ t, " te “» tliecrluiu 

01 Mr into, Inn iimvcr \vnn crnmiwd rm nil v ,-i .... 

to ir "v m y il t1u ' vn 1,11 lh<! lllst exlrnmlly, lie H.„i K |, t 

nu I,, «; ,i ■" cro "' t wiih uik *»>•* «-n,inU „r r 

il" , , U ? n#ln,0B ' wn ”" 1 "low in nniiulnir out 

, ... ^niff llB "'Inlntur'H frot|ucut vlnltn utid irrent (t .ial 

cffwta thtaV !,? " ml «l-n 11*0 foul 

Cnw illo 1 / 'n lsilt > mHluw, 10 lllK ">onnrd,y. 
mn „?« chancellor, threntoned by the onrlin- 

"V,Vf y 0,10 Wft} ' of nvor ‘l"K Uni ntnmi which 

no tit u , ’ H ™ t 0 " " ls h ™*- Thta wm Ui introduce 

to ncco?nXH l h tH P r SOI,H £,6V ‘ ltt) ‘ l 1<I '"’.wclf; but 

Hue do Cholnoul n^irirMTlZ #XC,nd# lh ° 
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wlmt ho termed my carol omhiiohh, ho showed mo a letter 
from the duohoMKo do Grammont, which, ho said, would 
wonderfully aid our plans. Tlds letter was written to 
one of the presidents of the parliament of Toulouse, M. 

do — . I cannot give you his name; for, although I 

have preserved the original of the letter, l have mislaid 
the envelope on which the address was written. I here 
give you a copy of tlds curious and Important produc- 
tion: 


‘<M0NMir.UK i.k I'HMiiiKNT, I promised to give you the exact do- 

tails of all Unit paused in tills gay metropolis, mid 'lis with much 
pleasure I sit down to fulllll my engagement. Things go on much 
as usual, or, perhaps, T should lie speaking morn correctly, were I 
to nay, they wire rapidly progressing from had to worse. Wo have 
no longer a king in Kronen; ail power Is lodged in the hands of ono 
sprung from the most Infamous origin; who, in conjunction with 
"thins as Intriguing an herself, necks only to ruin the kingdom, and 
to degrade It in the eyes of other iiallonii. 

«Tlui noble firmness of sovereign courts i» odious to people of thin 
elans; thus you may Imagine the detestation in which they regard 
the candid and loyal conduct of the duke. In the hopes of procuring 
the dismissal of my brother, they have chosen for his successor a 
wretch loaded with crimes, a coward, an extortioner, a murderer — 
the due d'Algulllon. As for you gentlemen, who now constitute our 
parliament, your places will soon be filled by a magistracy drawn 
from llm dregs of society; a troop of shiveH, deaf and blind, except 
n» lie who pays them best will have them exercise those powers. 

M This Ik no lime for Indolent repose; we must at once courage- 
ously and mmnimmiMly defeat the guilty schemes of uur enemies. So 
long nn my brother retains his present post he will support you with 
his heat Interest; hut, should he b© dismissed, your IuihIuokh will soon 
he finished, 

«I beg my Iwsl remembrances, first, to your excellent lady, and 
nftor her, to inadatno H, and mndmue l,., not forgetting the mnr- 
vpiise de Chalrel, whose wit la truly Attic; nor the marquise do P— «, 
who conceals beneath the graceful exterior of a I.nnguedoclan the 
houI of one of Corneille's Roman matrons. For yourself rely upon 
my warmest friendship and endeavours to serve you. My brother is 
most nnsdmtH to know you, after the flattering manner In which I 
have mentioned you to 1dm. When will you gratify us both by vis- 
iting Pnrla ? lSver yours, M 


Nothing could have arrived more t) propos for our pur- 
pose than this letter. I wan still engaged in its perusal 
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whon tho kin^y wum ammunntd: I whlw.,1 r,, a ■ , 
mto the ImmlM uf Al, do M allII( ,, m . . hmiy " h *‘^ 

tlmn I, mjuoKtod 1 wo,. Id kJn K ‘ V 

hi ‘‘ - U„, 

wlwt"u meant nsl0l ' ll, * ,u ‘* “ l «»• , i, 

my fri™,; 1 , 1 u ;; " w " M> 

-ffice, «n<l forwarded to l , , V’" '" ,:U 

ltl «omtcnM 0 , that nltu might ad, hint ,Lj , /" 1 ,lw,lrt,l,u 

of our oiannioM.” * ’ truuliunj maliYt* 

u You cxuito my ourlnnity, " rnVd Umiim vy* ,< u , 

,mvo tho kmdnen, to allow 

indeed, hi', ox^iumd * ,T ll,w 

outfit to oboy y„ur ni'ifmv k .-'T' ,N * 1 

°f tiio letter fni'H'iiUiMi te WliU! '' 

pci'Knn. M ,HU *" Vour waned 

"“St’S;, ^ r'"?" - 

fn!l -'it « >. 

u "’' xv - w "- 

Cirammom, «Ah. ,d,j» ..rie./T ' U « l . ,,K ht m, uh|inej do' 
what tlila roatloaa lmly hn 1 *' '* 11 »" '<* "» *» 

the countonnneo of tho klm* aJu,!! J 111 *" / 

(rovvn that covered It grow darker,, n i "‘f ' ' , '" 1 H,uv ,llB 
,l0 ‘.■onllnued to rend tlll win , , ’ l " rl " ?ri m ’™rtiu-lc»m 
reached Urn end; then Xi m """T"' ,w ,lf »> 

Hie chancellor, he exclaimed, ^ Iw,kin »f r "" « 

biminoas'? » U " ml wllut l,u - )•"« think of tlihi 

,10 > '''vhei/'uhmk'umt'o^ ” n *‘ w,,alio ' 1 ' wVl ''” 'H'lied 

“I’otdd ho able to conspire thu, \ ">inhlor* 

"Stny/ cried Louis J«llv « , VT y 

proved, The duclweso do Gram, , f ,“ Cl " by 

who involves tho safety of Lr brother Vr , W<W1 ' ln - 

Iln capable of such treacherv i,T ' ■ / 1 ™ ly l, oIieved 
treachery, ho should sloop this night 



C0MTES8B DU HARRY 


337 


in the Hasidic, and to-morrow tho necessary proceedings 
should bo commenced against him: an for his sistor, I 
will take euro of her within four good walls, and avenge 
myself for her past misconduct, by putting it out of her 
power to injure me further,” 

“Hire,” said T, in my turn, « remember she is a woman,- 
I beseech you to pardon her, and let the weight of your 
just indignation fall upon her brother. ” 

“Chancellor,” cried the Icing, “this business must not 
be lightly passed over.” 

« Nor without due consideration,” replied M. do Maupeou, 
<( your majesty may look upon this letter us the basis of 
a secret plot: as for the duchess, I am of my cousin's 
opinion; despise her audacious attempts, but spare not 
her brother; be alone is the guilty as well us dangerous 
person.” 

The Icing made no answer, but rose, and crushing the 
letter In his hand, threw it from him. 

“ Would,” exclaimed he at last, “that the fiends had 
those who take such delight in disgusting me with my 
very existence. Heavens I how justly may I say I de- 
spise all men; nor have l a much better opinion of your 
sex, madume la comtesse, I must warn you.” 

“Much obliged, sire,” cried t; “really I was not pre- 
pared for such gallantry. H is rather hard that you should 
rpuirrel with mo beeause this disagreeable duchess behaves 
ill! Upon my word it is very unpleasant!” 

“Come, come,” said Louis XV., kissing my cheek, 
“don’t you be a naughty child; if I had not you, where 
should f turn for consolation amidst the torments by which 
I am mtmmndod ? Shall X tell you ? In the midst of all 
these perplexing affairs, there are moments in which I 
fear I may not bo promoting the happiness of my peo- 
ple, ” 

“Your majesty is greatly mistaken,” replied the chan- 
cellor; “ the nation in general must esteem themselves 
most happy under your reign; but it will always happen 
that ill-disposed persona seek to pervert the public opinion, 
and to lead men's minds astray. The duchess, when 
travelling, was the faithful and active agent of her brother, 
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Tho (lukc » tn his stay in the ministry, will eagerly 

nvnil himself of every adventitious aid; within your kiiiir 
dom he seeks tho support of tin; parliaments am! philns 
ophers; without, he claims the muieour of Germany und 
Spain. Your majesty in eerlainly master of your own 
will, and it would ill beeomu mo to point out Urn mih 
you should trend; hut my duty compels mo to suv, that 
the duo do Uiolsoul is the greatest enemy of the royal 
house: of tlu» ho gave mu a convincing proof in the ease 
of your august son; and now, if lm faneied he should 

miwtor ™ ” 1U l " lmv " lhn IW hla 

“ ClmiR.ellor «rf Pram®,* i-rlwt T.aiihi, .mu ll a M itaird 
do you know what you are asserting?*' ' 

(( Tho truth, sire,” l exelnimed, '‘The pul, He v ,.iee 

“ f h0 Jo Choiseul of the .leath , f your o r 
they declare — » } 1 A m> 

*£*& tl ’"' u * *"* 

“And why rot, «ir« ? I an, awMy ^„ t . iu(lllf 
Is m every one's mouth.” v) K ‘ l 

,/ I have heard this horrible charge befure,” added ih». 
jugj the Jesuits informal me of it, but I e«mld n i 
give midlt to tutch a monKtrimiiy, “ ml 

“acnvmahthcMvoraa/a.pii,,,, , lie world la whirl. 

nT' ,llw,ly '' ,lt! 1,11 M " K»hi-.I.“ 

S=HS 

ssegs i?~e 

lmnniir 7 wif % W1 *. w,l<) mwwer for their 
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Tlie king- was pale with agitation, and for some min- 
utes continued traversing the apartment with hasty strides; 
then he suddenly stopped, 

«You are then convinced, M. de Maupeou,® cried he, 
« that the duke is leagued with the parliaments to weaken 
my authority ? ® 

« There are palpable proofs to that effect,® replied the 
chancellor; «yottr majesty may recollect the skilful man- 
ner in which, on the 3d of last September, he avoided 
attending you to parliament; most assuredly, had he not 
been the friend of rebels, he would not have shrunk from 
evincing by his presence how fully he shared your just 
indignation.® 

w That is but too true,® cried Louis XV.; «and I felt 
much annoyed at the time, that he preferred going to 
amuse himself at the house of M. de Laborde, when his 
duty summoned him to my side.® 

« Your majesty cannot fail to perceive how everything 
condemns him ; his personal conduct, equally with that of 
his sister, proves how little he regards his royal master’s 
interest; and should your clemency resolve upon spar- 
ing him now, you may find your mercy produce fatal 
effects to yourself.® 

c< His dismissal,® resumed the king, (< would disorganize 
all my political measures. Who could I put in his 
place? I know no one capable of filling it.® 

“Your majesty’s wisdom must decide the point,® re- 
plied the chancellor. (( My duty is to lay before you 
the true state of things; this I have done, and I know' 
myself well enough not to intrude my counsel further, 
Nevertheless, I cannot help remarking, that in your 
majesty's court there are many as capable as M. de 
Choiseul of directing affairs— M. d’Aiguillon, for ex- 
ample, ® 

(< Ah ! ® answered Louis XV. ; <( this is not the moment, 
when M. d’Aiguillon is smarting from his severe contest 
with the long robes, to elevate him over the head of my 
hitherto-esteemed minister.® 

M, de Maupeou and myself perceived that we should 
best serve my friend's cause by refraining from pressing 
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the matter further, amt we therefore diuujjml \\ m wm . 
vernation, NoverthulesH, n» whut hml already | m ,i 

token itn full eileet upon the Wiik'h mini), | u * huvl^mviX 
an Ido n which I hIiouHI never have divuumd of nseom. 
inomllntr; amt that wna to commit the ulitnS .In la Villa « m 
tho aubjeet, 

TIlU “I' 1 " 5 lU ’ 1,1 Villi), llUUll fieri, of fn|yi K ,l idl'llil'H, „„„ 
ii imm wlm, nt tho lulvimml period «f fuuriieore, preserved 
nil tho I’m! mill vfvtwUy of yomhj Ini w;ri with 

inlnhlorml alfulra oven better than M, ,|« t:i„,j WU | |, im „ 
naif, Hiivlnjf tormurly Mm,,,.',! lo Ilia JetiiillH, to whom 
ho wan entirely .IovoUhI, li„ l.ml appeared to nvuoleniw 
tho period of tliolr deMnieibm; never hud ho been nhl 0 
to pardon his patron tho fritililful jnirl lie liuil 
him to onnet In tho business, Ycaitj Innl nut weakened 
h " mialont riiuomir, „„,i it ,„i K l,t 1m hi, id, that he hud 
olmiR to lift) with more Hum imtimil pertlmieily, ,m 
w!l m tr to hiy It down till l,„ had I goself 

do Ulohuml. Louis XV. wrote to him, dr:slrln, r lie would 
uviul himself of tho Hiot pruloxt Unit omirrnl to lvipiest 

imdiomiu, 1.1ns n „ tl , WHN furwnr^l lie a f (1Mlmnn 

wuT™,d f T i \' ,,v ! 1 " Hrt Uwt »■'“ "'P*l<y emieenled 
M ,, L ,m Ihmtfurcj hmumunl n, Wu |idt an 

ulmnoo „h desired, When lidrodueed into ,1m cnhlnrt 
f the king-, bin majesty impiirod at \mvt\ 

«SIro» iC m r U i b n ‘'n l l,0|Jclul n »’ ,m ton * • 

* Upll f l with n blunt timkmm, M am 

Hoiiy your junjeaty can doubt it. ” 

, , 1 you « b,u 1 wlMli im ciumult ymi upon a mint 

Sw^TSE!" , of 1 , w,,i . ch **» W" f'lly nppreelniBj me 

Vta f t a On f "R T I>0 >,,iU hrito W l "«f 0 » «n- 
1,10.8, If ,11,0 due do Cholsoul lira intend to my kimnlom 

him f “ mt " ,y im ° r0 “ ta *«*«“ *'«ror wore lVdta2 
‘ I protolt to P v«i tl M ' d ° Vlllc ' " ,|ll,ollt lieuluilon, 

of K do Th rVr, Wf l,<mtmr ' l,lnt presence 

ministry ,md ihi, U ° U " ’ y 110 lnMn * ““Mint to the 
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After thin the ubbd tie la Vilie entered into particulars 
unnecessary to repeat hero; it is suHioient to say, that all 
he advanced materially aided our wishes. Ho afterwards 
reaped the reward of his friendly services, for when the 
due d’Aiguillou had displaced the due de Choisoul, lie 
bestowed on M. do la Vilie the title of director of foreign 
affairs^ an office created for him, and the bishopric in 
part ibus of Trieomio. The good abbtj did not, however, 
long' enjoy his honours, but ended his career in 1774. 

This conversation had been repeated to me; and, on my 
side, .1 left no means untried of preventing Louis XV. 
from placing further confidence in his minister; hut, feeble 
and timid, he knew not on what to determine, content- 
ing himself with treating the duke coolly; he sought, by 
continual rebuffs and denials to his slightest request, to 
compel him to demand that dismissal he had not the 
courage to give. 

Whilst these things were in agitation, nrndame do Mire- 
poix, who had been for some, days absent from Versailles, 
came to call upon me. This lady possessed a considerable 
share of wit; and, although on the most intimate terms 
with me, had not altogether broken off with the des 
Choiseuls, to whom she was further bound on account of 
the prince de Beau van, her brother. It therefore excited 
in me no surprise, when I heard that the des Choiseuls 
had called on her to ascertain, whether it would not bo 
possible, through her mediation, to come to some terms 
with me. 

M And you must not be angry with me,” continued 
she, w for undertaking the negotiation ; I well foresaw all 
the difficulties, and entertained no hopes of its success, 
but upon second thoughts, I considered it better I should 
accept the mission; for, in case of n negative being re- 
turned, It will be safe in my keeping, and I will not add 
to the chagrin of a failure the shame of a defeat. # 

u It is my opinion,” replied I, w that all propositions 
coming from these people should be rejected; they have 
compelled me to raise between thorn and myself an im- 
mense wall of hatred, not less difficult to surmount than 
the grand wall of China.” 
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H Vot, ” replan! thu murdeliute, twilling, « u M . v 
posed to puj. any ,,ri«o tw so ■> 5 d,H - 

"I Imvo friends/ said I, "from who,,, | 

am to myself.* m U ' 1 - ; <‘P* 

<( They arc willing that your iiiVmh .it i - 
likewise/ oriel she, « fnp " " “'I' :i 

11,0 ll 'iu '!« In Vrllll&re, ami the nl.I.d <|V, .* .v 

for, mill that tlm due! iMi^m l"' ,vWe *l 

~ss^r »r h,< 

“ raoollout I liavo „ ate ' ' Mirepolxt 

not my awn. I must buir of" v" ' " f " llleri, < 

you divulge tho partloul,,™ If Z, 'VT^ 11 
vorantlon, it i« I W !m will «.,*r » • «*u»ntin^n um- 

bo displeased with mo far mv i»T V y ° Mr rnmH,f< wil1 
no inclination to p^oke L ?„ ( l? r ? r#nW! Mml 1 
ful hh youra.* ^ cu n party so power- 

aocrocy; and, ho T volT^lmvo ' k w ° lWC,rV<S mi inviolable 
arc tho first porson to i^ 1 ’ my l m,lu,wt3 < lh»i you 

o£ tho nffnir. I mimt own that TT one ^^blo 

Hint tho duo do Chohaul Ji 1 1 \ Blrut ' dt ,l,e ** ntrwn^o, 
-uncut to .. *. bftr 'I is r s!n ' ^ 
lie dotoHtudi porlmiM ho , ll Ai » ll| H«n, wham 

'V saining tli» U the l “" KlU 10 de «<v« u. nil 
nynlla speculation li poiuho woitl ° f , U,# kirltr ' »« what 
wlioso heart is an nbyw .1? neUon * at R “artier, 
ponotrnto ! Y 100 deo [> for Sl«am of light to 
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Hhium d’OIgny, genornl poia-iumaor— The king unit tho couuIuhh road 
tho opened loiters Tho illHKnutn of do ChotKont rtmolvod upon — 

Retire de whet*™ AnwdoUv tipuolru of Philip II., king of Spain 

—Thu duo do Choltuoil Uniuhod — Visits lo Clmntuloup — Tho 

prlnwriHtfli' Tho dauphin and duuphinoHN — Candidates for tho 

minlHlry. 

T iik interference of madumo do Mirepoix, originating, 
uh it; did, in tho dm; do Choisoul, lot mo nl once into 
tho secret of his fears and the extent of my own 
power. The knawlodj.ro of tho weakness of my adversary 
redoubled my energy. and from this moment, I allowed 
no day to puss without forwarding tho great work, till I 
succeeded In effecting the duko’a ruin and aceuring my 
own triumph. Tho pamphleteers in the pay of my one- 
mica, and those who merely copied these hirelings, assert 
that one evening after supper, when Louis was intoxi- 
cated with wine and my seductions, I prevailed upon 
him to sign a let tee de cachet against his minister, which 
ho Immediately revoked when the break of day had re- 
stored to him his aeuaea. This was a malicious falsehood. 
Von shall hear tho exact manner in which tho left ns de 
cachet were signed. 

On the evening of tho 33d of December, his majesty 
having engaged to sup with me, I had invited M. do 
Man peon, the due do la Vrilli&ro, and the prince do 
Bon hi so. It appears, that the king, previously lo com- 
ing, had gone to visit the dauphinens; ho had not men- 
tioned whither he was going, ho that his attendants believed 
him to be in my apartments, and directed M. d'Olgny, 
post-master general to seek him there. The baron brought 
with him a packet of opened letters; when ho saw me 
alone he wished to retire, for the servants, believing him 

OHS) 
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to bo ono of llio uxnivtetl , 

Howwvur, I ii hi,,,' iVuiTih. ’"fc- 

for Ins olKHlhmcu l„ my Ucm'iVH At , 

XV. entered II, e ,| T"!"' u 

" lttle ' 1 1,ta '""I"""". wed a!,, | 

I'Kont miml; lm wrote vary i,h,,A„ ‘"" l 

!"“ “««»«'•" 'Kwn numplud I, ■ ,he 1 [' h ' , "‘"'■"I 11 

tot ™ b ’ 1 «mt. If will " '""'""I 

xvT'Zii zTLlr ! 

unfit for your «y<i f » ' " m> wivih 

Groat si! uroiH thoy must ho r i « < 
t] '"* *<> tho OUroloHsilUHH of Ihi. ;*,! I' "'"'"^<1 

tho Hon! of Uio oitvdouo mo hoi"' , ,S ” myu 'K' 1 *»'«*« 

of thu lettom Ntt Zr *' ll "“ llM! ,,,« 

»P»lr mU '• ‘ vvl " 

1,1111 Olo [mill,!, t r y uI^liKl'nHv'wt, |I<,|K '' N ‘ , "" 1 M»>K 
tators upon a trny, „„il ln Kl ui e) 'T " ! lm vmi ""' 1 
Hioir conlontfl, Mv <ro«rl tnr, ' 7 K ,Hll «o over 

«“ '»» thn«o cpiBihm wldrawITi me aclctl fr '"" 
country pnrlinmouu; they “ e „ m ? "T,' lwr " " f 
mim mo. iiiHultinir vvilh tomrllwn 

of tiio due do CholiicMil r » L ° 1 ! e «»d praises 
ln (( » lonfl find diminat voL * ‘”' Pe ' C,U ' B tu re,,<l 

* '*****' «*M Go„Ih XV. s 

Bhoulci them thus oomnUnioiiL a “ fr ' rob ® < * Romloitiou 
expense. » ;n PHnu»nt my minister nt my 

xr i:zi eire ’" npm '■ 

PH»«r consideration." P f your mini8tw to every 



COMT13S81C DU HARRY 


245 


Ah I continued searching through the letters, I found 
and rend the following phrase:-' - 

“Kpllo " f the rcpurhi In olrciilultoii, I Or* not bdiovo it possible 
that M, do UhoUioul will ha dinmiHUnd; ho is too nouosMury to tho 
king. "'ho, without him, would ho un Incapable mi a child of mnimg* 
lug bin affairs: hln majesty must preserve our friend in oftko in 
spite of himself.® 

When I lmd finhihed, tho king exclaimed, in un angry 
tone, “Wo Hlmll nee lmw fur tho prophecy of thorn) wtpl- 
ont gentlemen in correct, and whether theiv < friond > in 
ho important to mo that I dure not dismiss him, Upon 
my word, my minister has placed himself ho ndvantn- 
goouHly before his master, as to exclude him entirely 
from the eyes of his subjects.” 

WhllHt tluwo words were speaking M. do Muupcou and 
M. do la Vrillihre were announced; the Icing, Htill warm, 
let full Home words expressive of his displeasure at what 
hud happened. The gauntlet was thrown; and so well 
did we work upon the irritated mind of Louis XV., that 
it wan determined M. de Cholsutil should be dismissed 
the following day, December 34, 1770. Clmnteloup was 
chosen for the place of his retreat, and M. de la VrilHfcro, 
by the dictation of the king, wrote the following letter 
to the duke: • 


“ Chill kin, Tim iliHurUkhu lltm caused mo by your conduct compels 

me to request you will conflno yourself to your estate at Cliunioloup, 
whlllwr you will remove In four urn I twenty hours from the (Into 
hereof. 1 should have chosen n more remote r|*oi for your place of 
exile, were It not for the great ©ulema I enterbdn for the duchouxo 
de Chohicnl, lit whose delicate health I feel much interest. Have a 
care that you do not, by your own conduct, oblige me to adopt 
handier measures; and hereupon I pray Clod to have you in his 
keeping.® 

{Signed) w Lotus, 

(and lower down) w Pim.iemux.® 

When this letter wan completed, t said to tho king, 
“Surely, Hire, you do not mean to forget the duko'e 
faithful ally, M. de Praslin ? It would ill become ua to 
detain hint when the head of the family 1ms taken leave 
of m.° 
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“Ymt nro rijfht,* repliud the kino, ..milim 

old broom token from ,t mnotljd w ,mld"l,„ 

to U8 AH ho would. M 1 U.iUul 

t Juf f ollowin jj l hunm Um ki,,>r ,1,VluU!<l 

rfp: ”X,= ~ ri 

twenty houm after the receipt «f thin.*) “ f “ m “ ml 

w Short and nwuotj” oritul X 

morrow morning llt „| l)TCIt nVloek, „„ your d \ " ' Z 

JTO whom wu, you K,vc It, m,„d,vd ,1m obun- 
klnjr, h,lV0 n0t y0t H..I.KV ropliod the 

7» XT7ptl' Tff t,;,i r : ' '"*' z ^ 

yon l»t know wltodt.r y 0 „ «■'< 

ctatacd, 1 10 l,1 “ ( ' r,l wl"K-rot>m, the kin, „■ 

UmZYvZ'^Z ZaZZ* /° ri f " 8 pri "“ ““ So- 
il Indy of Ida ttommi, 1 " ’ ^"i 8 - w, ’ iclt 

tolling it till you rejoined na,” ° ( hllu 10 

of",™ 0 5 ' 0U nfrakl ° f ffhost,,? " lh« mnr&lml 

t! " to — • or 
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by flny indiscretion, reveal our secret, made u signal of 
impatience; to which I replied, by shrugging tip my 
shoulders. Poor M. do Smibise, although ho did not 
comprehend my jiike, laughed at it us heartily oh the 
rest who aaw it» application. w 0h! you courtier, » thought 
T. Wo thou on treated of him to commence the recital 
of his talc, winch he did In the following words «— 

* There Ih in Lower Brittany a family gifted with a 
most singular endowment; each member of tho family, 
male or female, Ih warned exactly one month previous 
to hln or her decease of the precise hour and day in which 
it will take place, A lady belonging to this peculiar race 
was visiting mo rather more llmu a month wince; we 
were conversing quietly together, when, all at once, she 
uttered a loud cry, arose from her seat, endeavoured 
to walk across the room, but fell senseless upon the floor. 
Much grieved and surprised at this scene, I hastily hum. 
named my servants, who bestowed upon Urn unfortunate 
lady the utmost attention, but it was long ere she revived. 

I then wished to persuade; her Intake some rest ‘No, 1 
cried she, rising and giving me orders for her immediate 
departure, U have not sufficient time for rest; scarcely 
will the short period between me and eternity allow me 
to set my affairs in order.’ Surprised at tins language, 

I begged of her to explain herself. < You are aware, 1 said 
she, ‘of the fatal power possessed by my family; well, 
at the moment in which I was silting beside you on this 
sofa, happening to east my eyes on the mirror opposite, 

I saw myself as a corpse wrapped in the habiliments of 
death, mid partly covered with a black and white drapery; 
beside me was mi open coffin. This Is sufficient; I have 
no time to lose: farewell, my friend, wo shall meet no 
more. 1 Thunderstruck at these words, I suffered tho 
lady to depart without attempting to combat her opinion. 
This morning I received intelligence from her son that 
the prophecy had been fulfilled — she was no more.” 
When the marshal had finished, I exclaimed, 
fl You have told xm tx sad dismal tale; I really fear I 
shall not be able to clone my eyes at all to-night for think- 
tag of it.” 
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R Wo must think of .sonic men ns of keeping up y U j (l . 
spirits, » answered Louis XV. “As for your H t ury, 
nmrdchul, it does not surprise me; things equally inex- 
plicahlo mo continually taking place. I read in a letter 
addressed by Philip V., of Spain, to Louis XIV., that 
the spirit of Philip IT., founder of the Rscuriul, wanders 
at certain intervals around that building. Philip V. u |\, 

firms that ho himself witnessed the apparition of tlu* 
spectre of the kin#." 

At this moment supper was announced. « Come, gentle* 
men, » said I, “lot us seek to banish these gloomy ideas 
around our festive hoard. >‘ Upon which the king com 
ducted mo to the supper-mom, the rest of, the company 
following us, Spite of all my eiforls to he guy, and in. 
cluco o tliers to lie so likewise, the conversation still 
lingered upon this dismal subject. 

(< Heaven grunt, M exclaimed Urn chancellor, « that I 
may not soon have to dread a visit from tlm ghost of 
ho deceased parliameni.; however, if such were the case 
it would not prevent my sleeping,” 

w Oh|» cried the king, « these loug-iohud gentlemen 
have often more effectually robbed me of sleep than all 

S5T'? ‘l! th , 0 , wol ' lcl •>»! yot one night-- 

Won, Hl ro ,» Haiti I, B«oln«- that lamia wan admit, •« ...t.l 
wlmt happened to you that night?” 

1 Cnn ^Pmtt,” answered lands XV., 
glancing around with a mournful look, 

A dead silence followed, which lasted several mmm-n- 
tmd this evening, which was to usher my day „f triumph' 
pnssod away in tho most Inctmcelvnhlu duiliuixa, wlmt 

that nT'lho ’v ° a U1 rC "‘ 1m ' nui wnn Urn reflection, 

that at tho very moment when wo Imd freed on waive* 

o. out enemies, wo worn Ignorant who would till their 

vacant places. This was an error, and n grout one. My 

H ° n f." ™° uW not llBton to the nomination of tho com to do 
. ° s tho oomto do Mnlllobola, the due do la Vnuguyon. 

Tlio abbT Torrnv °,^ ho , r M ' 1,0 Soubl “ or M. do Cnslrim. 

i f P y ,' ilw 111,0,1 oneoccnolon proposed tho 
mardchal due do Rleholiou, ho very ii.mJwlJw»mri 

having his f„ C o scratehod by M. d'Algulllcm, who cared 
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very little for his dear uncle; Imt I have unintentionally 
wandered from the thread of my narrative; I will there- 
fore resume it at nnee. 

T had hoped that: the king would this night have re- 
tired to Ida ttwu apartment, and that l should have been 
enabled to hold a secret, eouueil with M, de Maupeou, 
ami the dues de la Vrilliho and d'A!guilh>n; hut no an eh 
thing. Imagining, no doubt, that I should be kept awake 
by my fear of ghosts, Ida majority insisted upon remain- 
big with me, and l wuh eom polled to acquiesce, He 
paused a very agitated night, imieh more occupied with 
the d«H (.’hokumls than me; he could think of noth- 
iujh speak of nothing but the sensation which their 
disgrace would produee; he seemed to dread his family, 
the nobility, the nation, Kurope, and the whole world. 
I strove to ro-assum him, and to inspire him with fresh 
courage; and, when he quilted me in the morning, I felt 
convinced that ho would not again alter his determina- 
Hon. 

An soon an Tends XV. had left, me, comto Jean entered. 
Although concealed behind the curtain, and apparently 
not on tin* host terms with me, my brother-in-law never- 
theless directed my actions, ami gave me most excellent 
advice. It was nothing' ere the, due d'Aiguilloii arrived; 
he hud seen M, de Maupeou during the night, and 
learned from him the exile of the late minister, hut be- 
yond that fact he knew nothing. He inquired of me, 
with much uneaMinesis, whether anything had been de- 
cided in Ids behalf, I replied, that the king was as yet 
undecided in Ids choice of ministers, but that, if the due 
d'Alguilkm came into ortke, lie would, in all probability, 
be nominated to the administration of foreign affairs: the 
direction of the war-office had been my noble friend’s 
ardent desire, 

Whilst we, were thus conversing together on the 3,jlh 
of December, 1770, eleven o'clock struck; and we could, 
from the windows*, perceive M, de la Vrilli&rc taking his 
way towards that part of the building occupied by M, 
de Chciifsmd when at the caatlo, This latter was in con- 
versation with M, Comdtf, bishop of Arras, when the arrival 
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of the duo do tu Vrillifcra, bearing tin? king's eommumls 
was signified to him, Thu prelum, not doubting hut die 
tniHRion related to affairs of importance, took his b*uve- 
M. do la Vrillibro thou presented the kttre tft> cur/ttt m-' 
compnnylng it with Home remarks of hiu own upon'ilm 
talon to of the min inter, and hiu regret nl being selected 
for bo unpleasant an office. M A in.ee to your feigned 
regrets, my lord duku,» replied the disgraced minister 
firivcaadeally, "I am well assured my dismissal eo.dd not 
lmvo ham brought mo by lumdn more ready to diselmrgo 
tho trust than yours. » Haying thin, M. d« Uhoiwud placed 
his crcdonlialfl in tho hancln of tho duke, and slightly bow- 
7' turned his back upon him, as though he had forgotten 
his prone n eo, M. do Clmiseu! then retired to summon bis 
Hister, to eonummicale to her and Ida wife the misfortune 
which had befallen him: he then net out for Paris, to make 
tho necessary preparation., for removing to t'huntehum 
Thom nn omeor from the kin,, d ^ \ 

In to h a placet of exile, jfiivo him hlx iiMjmv'x artlcni 
Ui«t ho should HCO no person, and receive no vinitic. 

. - ,llIS °, rt 01 V l ! n f |mH:(5fc!tl (mn m <>. but WAN the work 
of tho due do la VrllllK who Hought, by thin paltry 

action to avenge himself upon M. do Clmleul for the 
rcccpt on ho had given him. It was wholly useless. hmv» 

. ® r » f °, r n tho °* ,!o of the duke was seen « thing mi- 
: P° rl, «P». before, and, in all probability, unlikely 

0V01 to occur again "•■tho sight of a whole court espiuisbig 
tho part of an exiled minister, and openly censuring tht 
monarch who could thus reward his services. Von no 
doubt, remember equally well ns myself the long file of 

C'T, vMu d. IT 1 i ,y v^ <,Cked "» l '“ 

his court nodr ad In I '° 1, " i XV - “‘P™"' hl » dlHKJUlxfxcUoni 

On ho rn n! C !? Wtl “ 10 ViBlt M - <>■ Chnhoul. 

On tho olhoi hand, the castle was not in n more trnnmiil 

s fir:" 1 ” “ '-K! 

c ' h ““ 6ul > « Soncml hue end cry was ra !»ml 

?ho Tnmou™ li my ^ ’I*" ,° n ° mi|fht by 

. , n . ftU C)f llse ‘Monarchy; and that danrlwri 
hlB succour, tho state must fell Into ruins, ''rimprlm 
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cefweH wore loud In their anger, and accused mo publicly 
oC having conspired against virtue itself! The virtue of 
Kueh a Mister and brother! 1 ask you, my friend, is not 
the idea truly ludicrous ? ’ 

The duuphiuoss bewailed his full with many tears; at 
least, so 1 was informed by u lady of; her suite, mmlame 
do I'nmpan, This lady was a most loquacious person; 
she frequently visited my sister-in-law; and, thanks to 
her love of talking we were, always well-informed of all 
that was passing in the household of Mario Antoinette. 
However, the dauphin was far from sharing the grief of 
his illustrious spouse. When informed of tin) dismissal 
of the duke, he eried out, « Well, madamo du Harry has 
saved me an infinity of trouble — that of getting rid of so 
dangerous a man, in the event of my ever ascending the 
throne. M The prince did not usually speak of me in 
the most flattering terms, but I forgave him on the present 
occasion, so much was I charmed with his expression 
relative to the late minister; it afforded me the certainty 
that I should not have to dread the possibility of his re- 
calling do Choistml. 

Whilst many were bewailing the downfall of the dea 
('lmiseulfi, others, who had an eye more to self-inter- 
est, presented themselves to share in the spoils of his 
fortune, There were the princes do Scmhiso mul do 
Comld, the due do In Vauguyon, the comics do Hroglie, 
do Mnilleboin, and de Castries, the marquis de Monteynarcl, 
and many others, equally anxious for a tempting slice of 
the ministry, and who would have made but one mouthful 
of the finest ami best, 

The mmqniae de rHdpiltd canto to solicit my interest 
for the prince de Bmtbhm, her lover. I replied, that his 
majesty would rather have the martkhal far his friend than 
hla minister; that, in fact, the different appointments had 
taken place; and that, if the names of the parties were not 
immediately divulged, it was to spare the feelings of certain 
aspirants to the ministry: madame de l'Hflpilal withdrew, 
evidently much disconcerted at my reply. Certainly M. 
de Boubise must have last his reason, when he supposed 
that the miccenmr of M, de Clmiaeul would be himself, 
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11,0 m,l8t |.rmre „f K, , 

llmt lltl W, In 1,1 1 r 

" v "'; r >.« . M,,w - 

,,,,,ch llku «" oirumli*,! prr*m ^ v ? r J' 

w,d t ul produce! ynin \ C ,Ul * UniU "X 

um! prcm-nuMl „ « K ' ""uul 

pJfiL"? as t ti - * 

!,1 «I tfivun in each of thmn n .. r **/' ,4m / lp MmlMinfu \ 
lluim 10 hope, end yd w ?.« il. 1 ' * ! ' 

InAuenco than WIM nm.li I,,,, 

ropliotl, that they IT ' 1 " hh ‘ h «'»>■ 

mudi gTMiU'r tlum I Hinienretl i i i " ll """ mh 

I Mieseoded In itendcnlnil il.« “ while, 

I ’!' 1 M. de MolHelodH wo^ 3 ''',S 7 ' ,f M , l 

] uh pursuit. Wlitm rvrrv t‘hnn ■ ' ’ 1,17 

! '« ffuvo way t» ho much vi \ , h, ! Vir ?* »*'»»! Iwfl him, 
il'Alguillmi, that the duke l,iU, ‘ rn, ’* H «»«»«**» 

him for hiH impmlcnt. niirt » , ‘ t " , »'|H’ , lc»l to piutiMh 

wuulMnUm for tl o minlntry ,u «!« Tl! ,,U '' ,iMum Uu ’ mher 
,,NU > ,u ttl,w lher ••pjiminitUy, 
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Tito ilt> In Mmclu- unit Um. <!m Hmry ...... The 

iiitil III.- |M i|.i (Nimbi —The tine ilo In Vmtgiiyon i.ml dm 
etiinUesa • I 't oy Ini* .uni iiiliiliil.'i' ‘ Ki'fii.iiil «.f ill,, , !W(n .| a ,. y , i |,|p 0 f 

wm ' I liMj.lt'unnm of Hat kiiiK — ‘i lm iimvtVImle tlu Mhviii.hi . „ 

Uujmlilhlii-1 leUer from Vnlutlro (<t nm'lunie (In Hm-ry — Ilur reply, 

T in-. ild In Maivlm had always evinced the warmest 

roftart! for me, ami lus sought, on tlu? present omi- 
h* !m repaid for Ida attachment. doth he and 
tlu? prim'd do (‘umlil had their ambitious speculations 
In the 1 , present change of ministers; and both funded, 
that bmumsu their relation, Urn duke, hud governed dur- 
ing the king's minority, Urn right to the several appoint. 
intmtH now vat'um, belonged as a mutter of course to their 
family. The count hud already sunt to solicit my inter, 
eat, through the mediation of muduimi do Momu:o, mis. 
troHa to the prime do CumhS; and, us I shrewdly suspect, 
the omudmwd thfor a wit of himself. Finding thin measure 
did not produce ad the good he expected, ho came, with- 
ont further preface, to speak to mo himself about it. 
Unwilling to come to tin open rupture with him, T on- 
denvmircd to make him comprehend, that the policy of 
tho sovereign would never permit Ida placing any of tho 
administrative power in the hands of tho princes of Ids 
family; that he Jmd consented, most reluctantly, to in. 
vesting them with military command, and that It would 
he fruitless to urge mom, 

Tim comic da la Marche appeared struck by the just- 
“«*■ of my arguments, he replied, 

( w Welt, madam, since I cannot be a minister, I must 
e'en give up my wishes; but, for the love of heaven, in- 
treat of the king to bestow Ids favours in the shape of 

053) 
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a little pecuniary aid. TIiIm k k ill „ 

nmy lake a wnrau turn, Inn 1„. „my eonlMentlv „'lv „n 

my loyalty ami fleam the -me due,-,, 

the last extremity, will make „ M.unl, an, I 
poers will I'Miffc themselves miller the lunners \\v o 
know how much this rcaiatarntB will .11,.,. lease his 
I plot go myself never to forsake yonr eimw, l„n i M 
eml It with my life Mhnt is, If my present ,,nU w ,, . 

1 tor m,mc y t"» sialslieil, I tow say yon, nm.l e n, 
you procure It for me ? » "'.uu, 

"y^T 1 ' 1 " my lm l« asalat you," 

£ty you ," U y "" "'" ta m ' St * >»«<•'. will 

“Oh M ftUHWM'tHl llt\ um‘k<W%, w N <nnHhim* Wnn Hum 

the mines of Pen, will Hnflivu, 1 mu no. exSnn.m, !m,| 
mcioly ah!c for m imu:h ah i?t iitauluii'tv luwJurv* «„ 
the first place flo.ooo livrux p.ihl ilovvn, mnl, „i'|y „ 
yearly payment ol 300,000 mmo." 

r I'm IT"!' 1 l,itt "" l "I’l** 1 ' 1,1 "to uureawmnl.le, mnl 
I uialet took to arrange the matter to the prim e's sntls 
faction, wall plunaed on my own side i„ J vllw *, , 

2 kh.sid 1 ; 1 #,,wp n ra, °- > >—< »> 

~ *■- 

rjBrs m T «». ...i, ..iir;, 

Mon2 Ll Vmn t J 7 *“ " mn ! 1 <'•* 

lie remained faithful ™ U0Unl l,H? *o my, that 

and dimcultyi hrnvlng nllkMmn'lm '""2 r^ 5 ’ 

5 =: : err rP ? s £ 

ZTrxr Mmrins **"*" 2vmionU;rs i 1 « u » 

In the eyca of nobilitv wl ^ 1 his disgrace 

) nobility. He vMM u my hmm u m 
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tlHi most Mu ml ly fiintb,,;'; ami whomivur ho found mo 

'™! lUl tM ™ J ho UIII 'vur«iitiun upon politics, the 
stiito of ttlUmi, und tltu (trout iloslfo ho Celt to under- 
tuko tho direettmt of th.uu in ooncortwith mo; ho would 
add, Von mi K liL piny tho port of urndmuo do 
d.mr, and yet you content yourself with merely attempt- 

“? 1,1 11,1 >; ,m “ ra with possessing' influence 

when yon mlfllit exeauso power and command, Your 
alliance with n prince of tlm blood would render you sole 
mistress in tills kiii(fdtim f and should I ever arrive 
t'lroUKli your means, to the rank of prime minister, it 
would be my pleasure and pride to submit all thin™ to 
you, and from this accord would «prln K nil authority 
winch nothin*; could weaken.” 

I limenod in silence, ami, for once, my natural frank- 
iu-hh received a cheek; for r durst not loll him all I 
kmsw of l ho kiitg'a HimtinumtH towards him. Tho fact 
whh, fanila XV. wan far from feeling any regard for tho 
priuco tics Ooiuld; and, not to milieu tho matter, had un- 
equivocally expressed hm contempt for him. lie often 
nuid to mo, whim speaking of him, « Ho in a eoneoltud fob 
low, who would fain induce persons to believe him Home- 
body of vast importance.” Louis XV. hud prejudices, 
from which no power mi earth could have weaned him* 
und the princes of the house of Comld were amongst 
liiti Mrongest antipathies: he knew u neons of scandalous 
anecdotes relating to them, which he took no small 
pleasure in repeating. 

However, all the arguments of the prince do Condd 
were uhoIchh, and produced him nothing, or, at least, 
nothing for himself, although he procured the nomina- 
tion of another to the ministry, m you will hear in its 
proper place ; but this was not sufficient to allay the 
cravings of his ambition; and, in his rage and disap- 
pointment, when open war was proclaimed between the 
king and hit* parliament, he ranged himself on the side 
of the latter. He soon, however, became weary of hia 
new allies; and, once more abandoning himself to the 
guidance of interest, he rejoined our party, Well did M, 
de Mnupeou know men, when he Mid they all had their 
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|)ficoj and jjiviit m may la* tin* rank and tin,. „f miner* 
with plenty of money, they too mav In* had 
But amoiiKHt all Uie eundidaten r.V the miuh.irv the 
one who oeeaaiuned nm the trouble wmt the 

duo do la Vimtfuyon, who in?m4.ed upon it thm } u , j uu j 
done much for mo, and eomphtmed hitterlv of j,Jh unre. 

mvk ™> “*“ } ”f »»y l»*vin R lamtowod ,„ v WHI fi„ 
donco on otlwro. Up to Ilia moment of the iW WttC e 

hittc* H nf l |T Uu '** wl *' ,lu hm! ,HMU «»»* moat 

hittu of Urn nmhmnkmt*; hut no Muuner wore they ban- 

iHhed from eonrt Hum M, do la Vrm«uyon every 

m4i * and haHloiiod to im with every mark of the 
wnrmcBt frlimdaldp. u,w 

“A |1 !; li«, " I Imvo flir 

M L r Null foiyjve you all your jm*l mmdmnK if y„u 
will pm form your promiao to m».,« J 

"My <Umi- father, * erlml [ ((„,• | lww , , 

S 1,1 1|1B «*> I the 

wuh ™ 57" /,Vr) ' ' v,,u ' liiilo «' 

“JSVXtS 

(< If it ho trim that yon entertain any rmpmt for me 
why Imvo you evlncm! no little toward* mo? Am 1 not 

httvavnif ht ,,Wl0ritt,H for ,nnki, ‘« ? Why, then 

v^rSiX»r Ulia ,nX • W0,nlWMl to '* *"• 

r tny ' my tlmir erittd 1, - how you run 

lire in the imm]7of IhaV 1 '® 1 "!' H, ®" a tll ‘ li « llir " 1 
bestow ihism ns lie i id Jl 7’ l "“ “ 'hr 1 ' 1 U> 

°rlm in l| 10 buainoi." ' 1 wl,0 ">' I*™- 

wtei! 11,0 dul<0 ' " Btok| y. ' «»»< you 
power. We all know Purpose to pm on this want of 

whatsoever y 0 « desire." "° lhin|f mare •» obtain 
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Tlio Hue do la Vmiguyon was powerful, and repre- 
Hcntod tlm whole of a party that of the religionists 
which was still further supported by the princesses / but 
for this very reason the triumvirate, consisting of mes- 
sieurs d’Aiguillmi, do Maupcou, and the abb<5 Ton-ay 
would not have accepted his mu-vices at any price, 

The Rood duke returned several times to tho charge 
some limes endeavouring to move mo by gentle introntios 
and, at others, holding out throats and menaces; good 
and had words /lowed from his lips like a mixture of 
honey and Rail , but when he found that both woro 
equally thrown away upon me, ho retired offended; and 
by the expression of his rugo and disappointment, sue 
muled in incensing both the dauphin and dauphiness 
ajpunst me. May heaven preserve you, my friend, from 
the anger of a bigot! 

I think I have detained you long enough with the re- 
lation of the intrigues by which I was surrounded upon 
tho dismissal of tho des Choimmls, and I will now return 
to the morning of the a,jlh of December. When tho ox- 
lies wore fairly out of Paris, the king found himself not 
a little tmilmmiHsed in the choice of a prime minister. 
Those who would have suited our purposes did not moot 
with tho king's approbation, and he had not yet suffi- 
cient courage to venture upon electing one who should 
bo disagreeable to us; be therefore hit upon a curious 
provisional election; the nhM Terruy, for instance, was 
placed at the, head of the war department. This measure 
was excused by the assertion, that it would require tho 
head of a financier to look into and settle the accounts, 
which the late minister had, no doubt, left in n very can- 
fused state. Upon the nmm principle, M. Her tin was 
appointed to tlm direction of foreign a (fairs, and M, do 
Boy new was invested solely with the management of naval 
affairs. This man, who was counsellor of slate, and first 
president of the parliament of Besnnyon, knew not a let- 
ter of the office thus bestowed upon him, but then lie 
was bound body and sou! to the chancellor; and it was 
worth something to have a person who, it might bo re- 
lied on, would offer no opposition to the important reforms 
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which wore to he set on foot Immediately. \\v icquircn 
merely Automata, urn! M. do Jtoymvi answered our purpose 
perfectly well; for u provisional milliner nothing rm ,|,j 
have been better, 

The kin# had at length (in his own opinion), hit upon 
a very excellent minister of war; mid the person selected 
wan the chevalier, afterwards comte de May, funnel !y 
nslier to the lute dauphin : lie was a man of tin* old ^ hool 
possessing many Hturllng virtues and qualities, Wo were 
in the utmost terror when his majesty communicated 
uh his election of a minister of war," and dn lured his 
intention of immediately Mij*nifyiiq* his pleasmo to M. 
du May. Much a blow would have overthrown all our 
projects. Happily chance befriended mo, the modern 
C-ato declared that ho should esteem himself most honored 
te servo lti« sovereign hy every juMble endeavour, hut 
tliut ho could never Im Induced to eutri my service upon 
ftuy pretext whatever, Thu strangeness o| this refusal 
piuxled Louis XV. not a little. He mud to me, - Car, yuu 
make out the real motive of lids silly conduct t I had at heL 
ter opinion of the nmuj l thought him »,f mm, 

but I w nmv thill Im l« uiily lit fur Urn o,wl .,1 « Hu.itk; 
I10 will novur Im 11 mliilnuir » Tim kl„ K wm mUlnkwi, 

V ,7 Hie im»|, !.•«.» „f hf* r , 

Immediately that Urn prince de (Vmdd was informed 

0 what luul passed, he recommenced his attack; and 

mined 8 nV* i* 0 ' 1 , 1 * 1 *" , " l " , *" rr bim*'K, Im deter, 

mined, m lomit, to he prliictiwlly t-„merm»l u m 

1 ppolnlmont at one, Im therefore tlm nHirquiH 

hn»M < t ,l ? y,lft M * "" m ° l ''••Sl.-liv- .|.„il|tm Him t|m 

o( n bm 7 l* "“ W 0t l,lm w "*' H»l he m» in. Inc, table 
° r V“ d "" , of ft « notl “Honi nml, (nr went of n tot- 
M do \r„ ° 0Ct0 ‘ K S ', lch wcre l| it« callMguat K lvcn to 

Im dti! r°", llle WM wh'eh *» “tout to 

!? ™ d parliament*, I glimihl , 0 || y „u, 

<n passant, that ibo dfeoohteiu of the twiirkiraev had 

finished r bv 6 r , f fin [ d lmUnmm 0jf Pwto had even 

= o L Ui wbiah were i* 

quarrel with U» mlnC“ ,Bg ** ^ 
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Meanwhile, tlm general interest expressed for the due 
do Olmiseul r^utly irritaUul tho king. 

(< Who would have thought, “ said ho to mo, « that a 
disgraced minister could Have boon ho idolized by a whole 
e<mrt? Would you believe that 1 receive a hundred poll- 
tiona a day for leave to visit at Clmuteloup? This is some- 
thing new indeed! T cannot understand it.” 

<( Sire,” replied I, K that only proves how much danger 
you incurred by keeping such a man in your employ- 
ment.” 1 7 

“Why, yes,” answered Louis XV. j «it really scorns 
ns though, had he chosen some (me morning’ to propose 
my abdicating the throne in favour of the dauphin, ho 
would only have needed to titter the suggestion to have 
it carried into execution, Fortunately forme, my grand* 
son is by no means partial to him, and will most certainly 
never recall him after my death. The dauphin possesses 
all tlm obstinacy of persons of confined understanding; 
he has but slender judgment, and will see with no eyes 
but bis own.” 

Louis XV. augured ill of his micccssor’s reign, and 
imagined Hint tlm cabinet of Vienna would direct that 
of Versailles at pleasure. Mis late majesty was mistaken; 
Louis XV t, is endowed with many rare virtues, Imt they 
am unfortunately clouded over by his timidity and want 
of Mel Leon fide nee. 

Tlm open and undisguised censure passed by the whole 
court upon tlm conduct of Louis XV. was not the only 
thing which annoyed Ids majesty, who perpetually tor* 
intoned himself with conjectures of what the rest of 
Jvurope would say and think of his late determinations. 

tt I will engage,” side! lm, “that I am finely pulled to 
pieces at Potsdam. My dear brother Frederick 1 h about 
as sweet-tempered an n bear, and I must not dismiss a 
minister who is displeasing to mo without Ids passing a 
hundred comment* and sarcastic remarks. Still, as ho 
is absolute ns tho Modes and Persians, surely he can have 
no objection to us poor monarchy imitating him; and 
allow me the jmrae privilege in mine. After nil, why 
Hliould I need Ida or any other person's opinion; let tho 
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whole world applaud or condemn, 1 shall still act accord- 
inj? to my own host judgment.* 1 

On my side I was fur from folding quitn satisfied with 
the accounts I continued to receive from eimntohmp* 
above all, I felt irritated at the parade of attachment 
mado by the prince do Ikauvnu for the exiles, uml I 
complained blttovly of it to the umr6-ha!e do Mirepoix. 

<( What can I do to help It," said aim; M my sister-in- 
law is a Him pit; ton; who, after having ruined her brother 
will certainly onuno Hit; downfall of her husband, I be' 
Beech you, my dear, out of regard for me, to put up with 
tho unthinking conduct of Um prime tie Ih-auvau tor a 
little while j ho will noon hoc bin error and amend it » 
Ho did indeed return to our party, hut his ola-dienee 
wuh purolmHcd at a heavy price. 

Some day« after the disgrace of the tluc do t’hobuml I 
received a letter from M. tie Voltaire. This writer, who 
carped at and attacked all subjects, whether sacred or 
profane, and from whose satires neither great m»r small 
were exempt, had continual need of wane pi overfill friend 
at court. When Ids protector, M. do ChmVul, was di«- 
miHHed, ho flaw eltmrly enough that the only person on 
whom he could henceforward depend to aid and support 
him, waa she who had boon chiefly instrumental in rc» 
moving bin first patron. With them; ideas he addressed 
to mo tho following letter of condolence or, m aimak 
more correctly, of congratulation. U was «« follows; I' 


naJlT^ U «W» her hundred toagw h*, a an- 

Zw« mtal in n"T mueh MrprtMti 

S: e m t of my frw*. ^ hK= ,»;!**! 

ile/ U Mnv fl U ! miS n ,f ‘ m# mlml lhe «* my mmmml *n* 

,ibe me **b I* hap, 

flkl of Vafins ilia f ? n ** Wm nmml Uwn *« M*k the 

- «. :.cr.r srir, 

~ “ :j:’z 
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K ,v « Hlbwnwc t«» «» my prayers in your bohutf, because 1 am open 
"f liilMtillty from sonic, yet none shall over detect mo 
unfaithful In my present professions; at my age, ‘Hr llmo our eholeo 
wmt nuule, and our ullVulioiui fixed. Bo nsimml, lovely counter, that 
I Hlmll ever jvnmlii your uUiiched friend; anil Unit no day will’ wins 
without my torn'li lug iho ucluten of Dio AIjih to repeat your much- 
esteemed mime. 

« 1 hnvo tlm honour to remain, mmlum, yours, ole., otc.» 

You may bo quite mint, my friend, that I did not allow 
ho HinRulur mi cphitlu to remain long* unmiHwored. I 
replied to It In the billowing worda:-— 

"Km* perusal of your agreeable letter nmilo me almost grlovo 

for iho disgrace of Urn duo «to Cholswul. lie usrtuml, dial to UIh own 
conduct, ami tlml of bln family, may be alone attributed the misfor- 
tune you deplore. 

“Thn regrets you tm feelingly express for the calamity which he* 
hvfidlen your lata protector do honour to your generous heart; but 
recollect (hut your old friends were not the only persons who could 
approt lain and value your fine tnlenta; to bo esteemed worthy the 
honourable apimllation of your patron in a glory which the proudest 
might envy; ami, although I cannot lunat of being a Minerva, who, 
after all. wo a jawnibly tin witter than the rent of tin, I Hlmll always 
feel proud and happy to aarvo you with my utmost credit and in- 
fluence, 

w I fnbiru you my Iwnt thank* for llie wishes you express, and the 
attachment you no kindly pmfoNN, You honour mo too much by ro- 
totaling my name amidst die bosom of the Alps I Iks assured, that 1 
shall not Iks behindhand In making the saloons of Paris and Ver- 
sailles resound with your*. Had 1 leisure for the undertaking, I 
would go and teach it to the only mountain worthy of re-echoing it 
tlm foot «»f PiMIOttOiMH. 

" I tun, air, yours, etc., etc. » 

You perceive, my friend, that I intended this reply 
should be couched In the wittiest; style imaginable, yot, 
upon rending it over at this lapse of time, It appears to 
mo the silliest thing ever penned; nevertheless, l flattered 
myself I had caught the tone and manner in which M, 
do Vblmim had addressed mo: he perceived my Inten- 
tion, and mm delighted with the flattering deference it 
expressed. You know the vanity of men of letters; and 
M. de Voltaire, ns the first writer of the age, possessed, 
In proportion, the largest portion of conceit 
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A iw» T lH i r ‘? |H,l!l,U ? /r J * hM1 ‘ w * Tim tin 

Hnuj in (k'Hlr.iiirt <.( }i|.i m:.|.mi»mniio «Tlw v.mMiww v *Mh l r ,in 

i — A .nuv’OihI vImIl from nmtlmm* tin Hurry i.. 

Roimnoiui^i rim (jo'inir^i rrintM Iw vMt to »j,o Mim 

XlilJ, “ ll " Tll » '«•< tlUnuo, 

Qi'm: of th» little t*;.timmion in wltMi 1 Ih<M „n*n «»f 
O wMom, Ronemliy H\mkU\& ym Mm U tk» 
tor KmiUert that l r-ulmuiuml ail npwl JmiijfVivmn 
for nil Ilium, tfuMloinun. i Imvtt nIi. .uty, [ i nir , il( . t | 
ymir ijiulmicio wiu." dwelling »i|xtrt my tmlt-m n.luOmUou 
of M. ck Vultalna; 1 have nuw in *|«-r,lc in V mi 

StTd nw "th imW ‘ rl "T riV ‘ l1 ' Jmm Kmimnitm, 

mnp iod mo | Uio tmm who, iil'uir 11 life,,,, mini win, 

cloplornblo it manner. At Hits period of which I m , w 

ITlIvL m T'"’ l "" 1 * w,t " fame. 

T m„.i , S 11 1 1 H ' * n 11 horderlnjj Irnlhnmm, 

■ " ‘I»IU wae uwiiiir It, my ,| u "| ,1 

Unit ho had boon permiUad to reium from hiw eiile i Imvlr.o 

rr ,uy i,ueret!<icti f< "' «* wi.h i!' ; 11 

tlm nttornoy-ggnerul, M. S,, K „| Br „„ 

tmUio^Mnloaron” ''I upo " J«' ,n J*«P'w R., 

hnlocl — tlio phtaopLiT NduLr m «Iid W M '"I h “ m0rU,U >' 
from tlm ho ,|S “ Ml lo 

STman^hom S,T U °S 

m«no r ;t o I' w^nfll T:," 18 ^ W,M ' "»« 

rwJ~s= , « , SK 
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hud spoken of the king's mistresses, I had a lively 
curiosity lo know him ; all that his enemies repeated of 
Ilia uneouthucKS, and even of hia malicious nature, far 
from weakening the powerful intereat with which lie 
inspired me, rather augmented it, by strengthening the 
idea I had previously formed of Ida having been greatly 
calumniated. The generous vengeance which he had 
recently taken for the injuries he had received from Vol- 
taire particularly charmed mo,* I thought only how I 
could effect my dealgu of seeing him by one mcana or 
another, and in thia resolution I waa confirmed by an 
accident which befell me one day. 

ft waa the commencement of April, 1771, I waa road- 
ing for the fourth lime, the w No it vet fc and for 

the tenth, or, probably, twelfth, tho account of the party 
on the lake, when the mardclmle do Mirepoix entered 
the room. 1 laid my open volume on the mantel-piece, 
and the mai^ehale, glancing her eyu upon the. book I had 
just put down, smilingly begged my pardon for disturbing 
my grave .studies, and taking it in her hand, exclaimed, 

" Ah! 1 ace you have been per using 1 La Noitwile 
I have just been having more than an hour's 
conversation respecting its author.” 

" What were you saying of him ? * asked I, 

"Why, my dear, I happened to ho at the house of 
nmdnnm do LuxemlMmrg, where I met with tho comtosKo 
do fUm (tiers," 

* Yes, I remember, * wild I, “tho former of those ladies 
was the particular friend of Jean Jacques Rousseau. * 

“And the second also,” answered who; “and I can 
promise you, that neither the one or tho other spoke too 
well of him." 

B In it possible ? * exclaimed T, with a warmth I could 
not repress, 

•Tho duchess, " resumed madnmo tie Mirepoix, w saya 
he ia an Ill-bred and ungrateful man, and tho countess 
insists upon it 1m is n downright pedant." 

*Joan Jacques Rcmmau In hla journey through byons In June, 
*??«» i'ubwribed for Urn nutiw of Voltaire, 
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<( Shameful, indued,* cried I; - !mi can you, ,„ v tbir 

filend, account for tliu iil-nuturo with which thrsj iHtlicH 
apeak of poor Rousseau ? M c ' 

“Oh! yen,” replied (lie mnrduhide, "their midl'v,-, arc 
e«sHy explained; and I will tell yim „ mi ,„ " , 

the triith of which I can vmicli, Madame dc r.nxein. 

l,m J nt 0| M* Umu Wneelvcd the muni live ly pm,,!,,., 
for Jean JucqucH. » J 1 lum 

“Indeed I M cried I; «aml he 

“Did not return it. An for nmdaum do lUuidlcra the 
cuho wuh exactly reversed; and \immm has eJited her 
lommtment hy during long to mow u hopeless iUme ,f 
winch hI.o w.ih the object; thin presumpiiL on 11 
of the pact our dignified countess could never pardon 

UelTvou "f y °" "" t lu rememlmr, 

a toil you in atne test secrecy, u 

K 0 1 1 • 1)0 «»hui-c« 1 of my discretion,” raid 1; « I 

*>“ n »‘ U» publfHl. mciti'I" (which, l,v wa" 

w 7on ve Kir 11,11 ,w <"« «•* 

'J'lila eonflduneu on Ilia part at ||,n nmrdclmlc |, „| 

a«K=?S=2: '"«“ : 

M» » It'S ' i£hSL"" * 

»bSr..r”.“ 1 *•— <** »i iu. 

M » lady from the t ”„“ ,‘’™ S ''"I 1 ™' 1 ' <M*>» plainly, 

female attendant*. You miiv take ' 5 """ , ’" B " f ymlr 
vi»lt «o, no muale you w.ildwl,, ? * prB,0! “ for >' a « r 

y 7= ™rr^;-;^ c x; ,,Mhta ' B,,d 

(Troatly approved of Urn marshal! ndvta, which , 
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tiKsurtul her 1 would tlnlay no longer than till the follow- 

‘’“y tn I’ 1 " ilU " JUKI, uflcr some further eon . 

vermilion upon J. j. Rousseau, wo parted. 

Kju'ly the next .lay t net. mil for Purls uceompnuM 
by llenneUr; there, m pursuance of the m, mention of 
nmibnmi ilu Mirepoix, 1 dressed myself us u person re- 
cenlly mil v<*i 1 from Urn country, anil Ilenriolte, who wns 
to uccompuny me, herself , w u villa K cr I ns- 

sure you, our personal utlruelions lost nothlim by tile 
elmufse of our ut%e, From the rue do In Jussienne to 
till! I uu I lutrieru m only ,t few steps; nevertheless, In 

he feur of lielnf,' to-ngnlsnl, I u hired eurrlime. 

Having i cached our plant) of destination, wo onto rod by 

a a'.aM.y the finhitutlon of jenn Jutuptes Rousseau; 

Ins upmliuenls were on the fifth flour, I run scarcely 
describe to you, my friend, the emotions I experienced 
mm 1 tlrnw nearer mid nearer to ihu author of “1 Inhibit). M 
Al each flight nf Muirs 1 was compelled lo pause to 
oolh-nt my ideas, ami my poor heart boat an though T 
lmd boon hooping an assignation. At length, however 
w« reached the lif lit story; thereafter having rested a 
low minutes to recover myself, i was about to knock at 
a door which watt opposite, to mo, when, ns I approached, 

I board it wool but tremulous voice Minting n multm- 
olmly air, which 1 have never since hoard anywhere; 
llm sumo voice repealed Uu? romance to which r wait 
1 intoning several limes. When it had entirely ceased 1 
profited by the silence to tap with my knuckles against 
Dm door, but ho feeble wan tins signal, that even Hen- 
riotto, who wan clone bobiml me, could not hear it. Sho 
bogged 1 would permit her lo ring a boll which hung 
near us; and, having done no, n step was heard approach- 
ing the door, and, in a minute or two, it was opened 
by n man of about sixty yearn of age, who, seeing two 
female*, took off hi* cap with a sort of clumsy gal- 
lantry, ni which I affected to be much flattered. 

“ Fray, sir,® raid 1, endeavouring to repress# my emotion, 
w dooa a per»n named Rousieau, a copier of music, live 
here ? « 

• » I «m he. What is your pleasure?* 
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<( I have been tokl, hit, that you in* pawn nhnly nkilfnl 
In copying music! cheaply: I should W- K lud if v „» \vititd 
undertake to copy these airs I have hs,.u K ht win, , m .«» 
"IIuvo the jpKidncsM to walk in, iiiadone* 1 
Wo crossed a small nbxnm* vWi, W M. h ^rvr,l a 
species of nntctslmmber and entered the Muiu r ><M m of 
M * (l ° Ro «mi, who seated me in an m-mmhuir mul 

motlonlntf to Htmrictto to Hit down, itumhvd 

my wishes respecting the mm.iV, * 

“ Sir, » wild I, «as I live in the corn, tty, and hot vmv 
rarely visit Paris, I should he obliged u* v.m to w* it 
clone as early as possible." ' 

jusuiow” 15 ’’ m<Ul ‘"" i 1 ll " Vl ' ""* himil* 

X then ffnvn to Jcim Jnn,*. l<„, (i „. „ f h , 

1 hn f brewht. lit! I ... . 

<l«e»to. perm's „ to k,r I,i, , W( ,„ J, * 

little table to examine the iuumV r had iLtvM 
Upon my iirst entrance f had pem-ived « am , 

confined smell in these miserable n v ,nuu ni u t but In* 
clcgices, became accustomed to it, and »*#«., Ui 
ho eham nir m which I sal with *« strict a wroth, v as 
tho ugit I had intended making an inventory of Ju io U L, 

2 ? s-srsz^z tri:- rr 
s a as ’S;r :mz t: vr^r '**** 

of furniture, sat u L mV u v TZ 

wiur“,:!a" l ;;T l i ,l "' w ? u ,,r > 

h.n<l end some Inferior 1 et^T" , ” f Hwi,w " 

written some Unm L L ? “ mler P^w we™ 

Rousseau himself; tli rllhir LZX "'Z IT""" ^ 
alto, wna tho Hkeneai of » L w wh !? hu "* “PP“- 
dross was nearly concealed l ,V ' l ’ ‘ m ""< whoee 
•Mowed toac"uLr“ ,! l T, f wh,Bb W «*»» 
that it was ornamented with » , m ' ' ?" ,)r tli * li "P<hh 
« sufficiently surveyed thlf^^ ^ Wh **> 1 
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which, m closely liunlcriii,; rm want and misery, puimstl 
me In tin. Ihiiu-i, I directed my auction to the extmor- 
dmary limn who was the occasion „( my visit H t> was 

of middle ImiKht HliKluiy l,nt by n (! c, \vith a ht^ Z 

expansive chrst,; his features were common in their cast, 

lM , lt '"T" : e l ,,!rfwl 'nddmity. Ilis eyes 

which he Iron, 1, me to lime mined from the music lm 

was were round and Hpu,ldin K hut small, 

and the heavy brows which hun,f over them, conveyed 

l,n "i« h vuritys Iml his mouth, which was 

certainly the mosl lnimtUiit and faiiciimtinif in its ex- 
pression I ever saw, so veil this mifavoundile lm- 

press, on. AUor, • tiler there belonged to his coiintenanco 
a smile ill mixed sweetness and muiIiuwh, which bestowed 
on it; uu miltwriliHltlc charm. 

To complete my deHeriplion, I must not hirtret to add 
las dress, Winch consisted of a dirty cotton cap, to which 
were lined milup,s of a rllutml Hint had mice licen Hear- 
let; a julinw with urmdmh'ti, n ilnuiud waimctml, mtufT- 
i;oh, " m gray Mocking,,, mid Himes Hlipped down 

nt the ImH, idler Urn fmdn'oit of slippers. Such was tho 
portrait, mul mu-'lt tho abode of the man who believed 
hhmielf to Im one of tho jmieiiUiles „f Die «. nrt i, mul 
who, in fm t, hail onto owned bin little court ami train 
of cannier*; for, in the century in which he lived, talent 
Imd bwnme nn arbitrary m mverci K H power^tlumkn to 
tlie Mtiijmioy of *ome of our grandees and the caprice 
of !■ rederiek of Prussia,, 


Meanwhile my hour, undisuurbml by my reflections, had 
i|Uielly gone over hot packet of monk*. Ifc found 
mmni K xt it an air from " I t f) n j t , ,/ f( / which f 

had pnrpfwrrly placed there; he half turned towards me, 
and looking Ki«mdfn«Lly at mo, an if he would force tho 
truth from my lijm 

R Madam, w Maid he, 8 do you know the author of this 
mile com position 

K " r ^pii«tl I, with an air of m great simplicity as 
I could AMti me, * it fa written by a person of tho same 
mirrrn ha yon reel f, who writes book# and composes operas, 
la he any relation to you** 
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Rousseau made no 1 * 0 ply; indeed lie appeared to me 
like u frightened child in the presence of its nurse; and 
I could quickly see, that from the moment of her enter- 
ing the room he hud Become restless and dejected, lie 
fidgeted on ids seat, and seemed like a person in exces- 
sive pain. At length ho rose, and requesting my pardon 
for absenting himself, ho added, <( My wife will have the 
honour to entertain you whilst I am away,® With these 
words he opened a small glass-door, and disappeared in 
the neighbouring room. 

When we were alone with Thdrbflc, she lost no time in 
opening the conversation, 

« Mat lam,” cried she, “ T. trust you will have the goodness 
to excuse M. Rousseau; ho is very unwell; it is really 
extremely vexatious. ” 

I replied that M. Rousseau had made his own excuses. 
Just then Thdrfcse, wishing to give herself the appearance 
of great utility, cried out, 

« Am l wanted there, M. Rousseau?” 

<{ No, no, no,” replied Joan Jacques, in a faint voice, 
which died away us if at a distance. 

Ho soon after re-entered the room. 

« Madam,” said he, “have the kindness to place your 
music in other hands to copy; I am truly concerned that I 
cannot execute your wishes, but X fcol too ill to set about 


it directly.” . 

I replied, that I was In no hurry; that X should be m 

Paris' some time yet, and that he might copy it at his 
leisure. It was then settled that it should bo ready witlnn 
u week from that time; upon which I rose and cere- 

mnnlmwly wtlwilnB 'Tlidriwo, ;cct , *° 

l.y M. wlumo pnlitonoBB led him to mu 

ihiilmr, hoWinK kta cap in 1.1 b l.«nd. I rowed, filled wlh 

admiration, respect, und pity. 

When next 1 >«.w the due d'Aigmllon, I could not ic- 

fi'iilu from rclnllntf to him all that had happened. . My 
Ihoiw^mjS mTdl.B«lMd In a similar manner to 
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mo that the person who hud ho hastened our departure 
wan Ducius, and that lbs hurry to quit Rousseau arose 
from his dread of being recognised by him. Although 
M. 1 Htelas was a very excellent man, I must own that 
I owed no small grudge for a visit which had tints 
abridged ours. 

lu the evening the due d’Alguillon and myself related 
to the king our morning’s pilgrimage. T likewise re- 
counted my former visit, which I had concealed until 
now. Louis XV. manned greatly interested with the re- 
cital of it; he asked me a thousand questions, and would 
fain hear the most trilling particulars. 

<< r HhaI1 h/'W’ forget, » said Louis XV., «tho amazing 
success obtained by his < Devin tin /7/Ao;r. > ” There cer- 
tainly were some beautiful airs, and the king began to 
hum over the song of 

tout won t'Oti/irur.H 

“Vos, madam,” continued his majesty, «,I promise you, 
Hint had Rousseau after his sueeess chosen to step for- 
ward us a candidate for public favour, he would soon 
have overthrown Voltaire,” 

“ I’ll id on me,” replied I; “ hut I cannot believe that 
would have been possible under any circumstances.” 

“And why not?” asked the king; "lie was a man of 
great talent.” 

Doubtless, Hire, but not of the kind to compete with 
Voltaire.” 

The king then changed the conversation to Thdriwe, 
inquiring whether she possessed any nttmetions? 

“None whatever, sire,” replied the duke; «at least 
none that we could perceive,” 

“In that case,” rejoined his majesty, “she must have 
charmed her master by some of those unseen perfections 
which take the deepest hold of the heart; besides I know 
not why we should think it strange that others see with 
different eyes to ourselves.” 

I made no secret with the com to Jenn of my visit, 
rind lie likewise expressed his desire to know a man so 
justly celebrated, and, in its proper place, you may hear 
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luw ho miumip!.! to tjHWl ihh., »n.l wlmi MVll |,j m ln 
conHetpKMioo- 1ml, in litimlt for tins |uv:.rni with knu.s 
seuu, for I will not pr.mffts that. 1 nIuII „„t ja.aiii imlulco 
in upcafclnB of him. I will jo, a uny, that nlVr tl, 
of two or three iiuy« from Hits time of my IunI visit t) lt , 
nlcu occurred to mo of snuimyr him n thmiNuml emwim 
jn an In, I, an eroded. Thin I mml t,y a Hervmii out of 
livory, whom I slnelly tmjojm*il not, to mime mo Imt u, 
nay simply that ho fame from a holy, Ho lmni);ht \uwk 
tho casket to mu mmpemal, ami the following hilhi from 

Jilrl'r 1 mt ' { ! W ‘' k VM» WIH.M Mr* 

cq'Uinu! la mi I'tiiHH'iilhtl a mumna; U a i* *4100-4 «* „ 
aCyoar tiniwm I may )*m<ihly a.vrj.! a. ultra y,,„ ^ 

kimw Uto liaml from will, h ti i.aarw. Hr M^ttm-t, iM.-t.n.t mas ,| IMW 

l» mu,l, Irath hi Hi# «..## -ay t„ „„„ ,J, 

«I have the Iiommr la romata. amthtm, >„>,**, , t, . rly . 

TIiIh wu» rnthnr <m unMmli muunrr „f MWriim; 
thotoBB, wlum ul; tlilw tllutmifu „f , rpv(w ^ . 

f 1 !""' 1 f""".' 1 ll, ' l l’ “iloiUtioK Uml 1 well ilfina-vcil It 

hut Xr 1'". “ V'T™' 1 1 " ,iKl " Ml php.f.t, 

Imt « nets I lmvti tpilltol Urn I |„, ve 

over Hits world) of J. J, Uouwemi, nml t now tiiturtk or 

iih you Ht’ti, wltltom „„„ punl.-Iu „f iwnimom 

Imtiijt now ii|nmk to >•„„ „f„ MPW « l . l|lli ,i m4Ml . 0 r , 

-™t th!» period — Him „f th« two J-aS,! 

iio'tsirvL 91 •?"“* i " 1 '* " ,t! dui,& *" »»iii 

, Clouts Of 1770, itmtlmms ■|'Al g oi||„„, t | w dimnlitor. 
trim's'll '”' Wrm f w,rt tlf «rm«l iiemmlily tnwArdv imv 
nppnront HttilBfn " R ; ,Jllt bIi « met mo with 

," ’nnZ Z Z , nt thB hmm,t 1,1 ""**! »h«« «k» 

tho Sl I ,i 0 r t I; mm (, " n **' cw » 8 «Imw or 

Z TaL r ‘ 7 f U, ° ,lM *!»•" iho 

she noroofvo 1 n.l n,r m "" l "" u ’ d <«• *».« ministry, 
omlt^ln . « l# C0 " ld Itront inirmlllutlc, 

„ cnllin tf to offer me her Acknowlednnenu , (rit i 

of'Snt o :r, f 0n n,j :r iik ' 1 uri »« 

romlorintr my»alf «KnM«blo to her; nod *, wts |] did 
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sucauu I, that from that moment her valuable friendship 
as bestowed on me with a sincerity which oven my tin- 
fortunate reverses have been tumble to shake; and wo 
are to tins day the same firm and true friends wo wore in 
1,1(5 11,1,1 of n »y I^wer. Not that I would seek to justify 
the injury she sought: to do our queen, but I may and 
do congratulate myself, that the same warmth which per- 
vades her hatreds likewise influences her friendships 
I cannot equally boast of the treatment T received from 
the duchess dowager d’Aiguillon, who, us well us her 
daughter-in-law, came to see me upon the promotion of 
her son. She overloaded me with caresses, and even 
exceeded her daughter-in-law in protestations of devotion 
and gratitude. You should have heard her extol my 
beauty, wit, and sweetness of disposition; she, in fact, so 
overwhelmed me with her surfeiting praises, that at last 
I became convinced that, of the thousand fluttering tiling 
slie. continually addressed to me, not one was her can- 
did opinion; and I was rip, hi, for l soon learned, that 
in her circle of intimates at the houses of the TlenufTre* 
mons, the Hrinnncs, and above all, the marquise du I)ef- 
funt, she justified her acquaintance with me, by saying- it 
was a sacrifice made to the interests of her son, and 
amused these ladies by censuring- my every word and 
look. The dowager’s double-dealing’ greatly annoyed me; 
nevertheless, not wishing* to vex her son, or her daughter- 
in-law, I a lice ted to lie ignorant of her dishonourable 
conduct. However, I could not long repress my indig- 
nation, and one day that she was praising mo most ex- 
travagantly, I exclaimed, “Ah, madam, how kind it 
would bo of you to reserve one of these pretty speeches 
to repeat at madame du Defiant's. M This blow, so strong 
yet just, rather surprised her; but, quickly rallying her 
courage, she endeavoured to persuade me that she always 
spoke of me in the sumo terms. "It may he so, M replied 
I; “but I fear that you say so many flattering things to 
me, that you have not ana left when out of my sight. M 

The mardelmk? da Mirepoix used to say, that a caress 
from madame d'Aiguillon was not less to be dreaded than 

the bite of M. d'Aycn, Yet the duchess dowager 1ms 
18 
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obtained a firaUrule reputation ha K ,„ N | n, every one 
Htylud her tin? gmi tiuctimf a ml why d< 

you HuppoKU? Heeuuse nhe w hh one of (host* fat Iiv.hi/ 
portly-luokin# dame* of wlmm you would have nlu\ j u ' 
very face and li K mro beapoke dm contented K oodm^ of 
her disposition; for who would over suspect malice emdd 
lurk in ho much mlmpmitl 1 think I have already told 
you that tliia lady expired whiht bathing i( f un ‘ taU{ fc 
nf l m>\oxy t in the month of June. , yya . Her mm hI|1 ,, 

many loara at her loss, whilst I experienced but a verv 
moderate ulmvo of jjrief, ) 

Adieu, njy friend ; if you am not already terrified at 
the multiplicity of the letter* which enmjHiHc my journal 
I have yet much to nay; and 1 flatter myself the eon' 
Umumee of my adventure* will be found no i nu?r . 

OHtlng than Ihtmu you have puniml 
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Thu king's frl..| W 1j 7 The duo do Kronsiw-Thu due eVAyop’s remark 
Muiiiu'r of livljiK «t «nurt~.T»u> «mm|«d« de 
hdunitlim uf hauls XV. — Tim /'atr-aux-l.'ntfsr-hn household — 
Its imiiftU's- 'Mf io Hompuvtv-. Llvros expomlcMl on the Parc-au v- 
* "1 »'M id HdvltH>< Madame. 


t.wah now firmly fixed at want, tho klnir, more tlmn 
1 ever th} v( dud to me, seemed unable to dispense with 
my constant presence. I lmd mo successfully studied 
his habits ami peculiarities, that my umpire over him 
was established on « basis too firm to bo shaken, whilst 
my power ami unbounded influence convinced my cue- 
mioH, tliat, ho Ion# as the present monarch sat upon tho 
throne of Franco, their attomptH at diminishing my credit 
and influence would only recoil upon themHclvoH. Louis 
XV. gone rally supped in my npartmcnlH every evening, 
unlcHH indeed, by way of change, I went to »up with 
1dm. Our guests were of courHO of the first order, but 
yet not of the moHt exemplary morals. These persons 
hud tact, and saw that, to please the king, they mu«t not 
surpass him; ho that, if by chance he should reflect on 
himself, he would appear to advantage amongst them. 
Poor courtiers! It was labour in vain. Tho king was 
in too much fear of knowing himself to understand that 
study: lm know the penetration rind severity of his own 
judgment, and on no account would ho exercise it at 
h»H own expense. 

The due do Burns, although a man of little wit, was 
yet gay and always lively. He amused mo; I liked 
his buoyant disposition, and forgave him although he had 
ranged himself with tho protesting peers. In fact, I 
could not bo angry with him. Tho folly of opposition 
had only Raised on him because it was epidemic. The 
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dour dnko had found himself will) wolves, and had begun 
lo howl Will! thorn, I um sure that, ho wan astonished 
at himself when ho remembered tho signature which 
lio had given, and tho love ho had toi.iifhll f or u u , , (lli 
parliament, for which, in fart, ho cured m, more than 
jean do Vert, (htd known how ho compensated for this 
little folly at tho chateau. It wan by redoubling |,in 
nhluitloH to the. king, and by incessant attentions to me, h, 
general, those who wished to thrive at court only w’ntghl 
how to make their courage remembered; M, de ni,run was 
only employed in making his forgotten. 

Tho prince de Tcrigny, the comte dTNeacs, the due de 
ldoury, were not the leant untuning. They kept u 
lively strain of conversation, mid tho king laughed out. 
rageously, Hut the vilest of the party was the due de 
1'roiiNiU!. Ye gods I what a wretch! To speak ill ofhi.n 
* H no Hin ‘ A mangled likeness of his father, he had all his 
faults with not; one of his merits, He was p, normally 
changing Ids mistresses, but, it earned be said Windhoek 
was inconstancy on his part, or disgust on theirs, but the 
latter appears to me most probable, Though young he 
was devoured by gout or some other infirmity, but it 
was called gout out of deference to the house of Richelieu 
hey talked of the duchess de — , whose husband was 
Haul to have poisoned her, 

iho HttiuU of Versailles - -the due de la Vnutnivon 

thu due d'JCst Issue, imd M, de Uuifwi did like others! 

J ltese persons practised religion in the face of the world 
and abstained from loose emivemalum in picture of 
heir own families; hut with the king they laid mud* 

in T™' m U, ' lt ,l,w * had 

Iho city n l Urn honours of devotion, and in the royal 

npnrtimmlH nil the advantages of \ mm Asi p, r 

me, I was at Versailles Urn same »« everywhere triw 

for STl.lI? kInff 1 l,,Ul ^ ,w bo m * m]t * relied, 
for iho future, on my uniformity of conduct What 

“ n ‘, h# ■ v# " ,n * " w "‘ 1 

1 c, “ 5 ' He lm , d ,m equilibrium of |ik« # „ rn . « b it i imec , 

ovory day tho «mio v«rkiy; the mma j „ llrncy% , hn mma 
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IctcH, this bulls, tins theatres, Jill camo round at fixed periods, 
with the most monotonous regularity. In fuel, the 
penjiie knew exactly when to laugh and when to look 
grave. 

d'hero wan in the chateau a most singular character, 
tins grand master of U10 ceremonies of France, Hi« great- 
grandfather, his gram! father, his father, who had ful- 
filled these functions for a century, had transmitted to him 
their understanding and their duties. Ail ho thought of 
was how to regulate the motions and steps of every per- 
son at court. Ho adored the dauphin and duuphincss, 
because they both diverted and fatigued themselves ac- 
cording to the rules in such eases made and provided. 
He was always preaching to me and quoted against me 
the precedents of Diane do Poitiers, or Onbrlelle d’Estife. 
One day he. told me that all the misfortunes of made- 
moiselle do la Vsllihre occurred in consequence of her 
neglect of etiquette, Me would have had all matters 
pass at court, during the old age of Louis XV. as at the 
period of the. childhood of Louis XIV., and would fain 
have had the administration of the J'art'-aux-Cirfs, that 
he might have arranged all with due ceremonies. 

Since this word l\nr-uiLv-( 'nfx has escaped my pen, I 
will tell you something of it. Do you know, my friend, 
that hut little iM known of this place, of which ho much 
lias been Maid, lean tell you, better than any other per- 
son, what it really was, for I, like the marquise tie Pom- 
padour took upon myself the superintendence of it, and 
busied myself with what they did there. It was, nitre 
tit * ttx, the black spot in the reign of Louis XV., and will 
cost me much pain to describe. 

Tim views of Louis XV. were the result of bad edit- 
cation. When an infant, they gave him for governor the 
vainest, most coxcombical, stupidest of men -—the due do 
Vi Korol, who had ho well served the king (si bkn servi 
k m),* 

Never had courtier so much crntrlierahip as he. He saw 


* Tim coining uUmlos to tlm than mi written, nftor hltt famous 
tlefenl, tt V ill f ’i/krttt a fort InVn s? rvi tg aw ’, n 
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the young prince from morning till night, and from morn- 
ing till night he was incessantly repealing in his cars tlmt 
Ilia future aubjoels were horn for him, mul that limy 
were all dependent on Ilia good and gracimis pleasure, 
Such loaaona daily repealed, necessarily destroyed the 
wise inatruetiona of Massillon. When grown up, I,oui« 
XV. saw the lihertiidam of eardinal I Juhnfa and the orgies 
of the regency: nmdume do Maillia’ shameless conduct was 
before hia eyea and Richelieu's also. l.ouia XV. could 
not eonduet hlmaelf diftomttly from hia miuLi . ts and hia 
family. Hia timid character was formed upon Dm 
example of othera. At lirat he selected hia own mistresses, 
but afterwarda ho ohoso Home one who took that trouble 
<>h : hia lunula. Lebed heetuuo purveyor in chief to hia 
pleaaurea; and controlled in Versailles the houm* known 
aa tho P<m-ou.v*Cirfs. 

Aa aoern aa the courtiera knew of the existence and 
pui’poaea of this house, they intrigued for the control of 
it. Tho king laughed al all their efforts, and left the 
whole management to Lebel, under the superintendence 
of the comic de Suint-Rlorentlu, minister of Dm royal 
household. They installed there, however, a sort of mil- 
itary chief, formerly a major of infantry, who was called, 
jestingly, M, do Cervibres; hia functions consisted j t , M \ 
active aurveillanco, and in preventing young men from 
penetrating the aeraglio. Tlut soldier* at the nearest ntti- 
Lion had orders to obey his first summons. Ufa imy 
was twolvo thousand livres a year. 


A fcmiilo Htylod tho surmtm/,u,U ihn imiwignmont 
«C U10 domestic itirulrai *ho ruled will, dw^ilo awily . 
controlled the oxponioi; prowrvrd good ..r.t.rj «,,d 
ntod tho nmusenimu of her rare tlmt 

they dkl not mix ona with the other. Him wm mi 
oUlorly ennanenn of a nnl.lo tmler, Monglng to mm of 
t o best fmnillo# in Burgundy, Him w«« only known nt 
tho 1 -arc m Madame, and no one ventured to K iv« her 
nny other lltlo. Shortly nfmr the dri-m..,, of Mint, do 
lom parlour, hIiu hnd aucctmdcd in this employ n woman 
oflow rank who hnd a moil mbmlihlng mind, [.ouln 
. thought very highly of her, and mid Hint If slm 
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wore a man ho would have made her his minister. She 
lmd put the harem on an admirable system, and in- 
structod the oMixt/im in all tins necessary etiquette. 

The Madame of my time was a woman of noble np. 
peunmeo, tall, ascetic, with a keen eye and imperious 
manner. She expressed a sovereign contempt for all the 
low-born beauties confided to her trust. However, alio 
did not treat her warda ill, for Homo one of them might 
produce a passion in the heart of the king, and Hho wan 
determined to be. prepared for whatever might fall out. 
Am to the noble ladies, they were her favourites! 
Madame did not divide her (lock into fair and dark! 
which would lmvo been natural, but into noble and ig! 
noble. 


besides Madame, there were two undor-mistresses, 
whose duties consisted in keeping company with the young 
ladies who were placed there. They sometimes dined 
with new comers, instructed them in polite behaviour, 
and aided them in their musical lessons, or in dancing, 
history, and literature in which these tlhes were in- 
structed. Then followed a dozen women of lower station, 
create i’cm for any service, half waiting women, half com- 
paniomi, who kept watch over the young ladies, and neg- 
lected nothing that could injure each other at every 
opportunity. The work of the house was performed by 
proper servants and male domestics, chosen expressly 
for their age and ugliness. They were paid high, hut 
in return for the least indiscretion on their part, they 
were, sent to linger out their existence in a state prison. 
A severe watch was kept over every person of either 
sex in this mysterious eslrddishmenl, ft was requisite, 
in fact, that an impenetrable veil should be cast over 
the frailties of the king; and that the public should know 
nothing of what occurred at the Ptire-auX'Ctrfs. 

Tim general term Mhrs wan applied to the young 
persons who were kepi there. They were of nil ages 
from nine to eighteen years. Until fifteen they were 
kept in total ignorance of the city which they inhabited. 
When they attained that age, no more mystery was made 
of it; they only endeavoured to prevent them from be- 
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lioving that they were destined for the king's servin', 
Sometimes they were told that they were impiE..md ax 
well as their family; sometimes, a lowr rich and p,mvr« 
ful kept them concealed to satisfy Ida love. Une thought 
she belonged to a (imnan prince, uiMln i p. an 
lord. There were Home, however, who, b«iur inhumed, 
either by their predecessors, or by » hmn.v, knew pn<- 
finely wlmfc was in Htoro fm* them, ami tur-rdingly built, 
some exceedingly lino castles in the air. lint when they 


were suspected to bo ho knowing, they were .wnl away, 
and either married (if pregnant), nr n*mprll-nl p. enter 
a cloister or chapter. 

Tho noble damsels were acrvnl with pevnliar Hi. 
quotto, their servants who a grrm livny. Thom* w )io 
belonged to tho iguoblrs, had their valets i-Mlmtl ,,idy 
in gray. Thu king had arranged ibH end applauded 
it as one of Ihu must admirable thsbHun he. lib* 
and contended with me that the bundles win* paid this 
impost for his pleasures, were greatly hate Med p, i,, n , 
for it. I assure yon, my friend. that there- are often 
very peculiar ideas in ilm head of a king 

After i/nti/nint, the Ihu y M msg ladies 

came n lady, who had no title hi the Mm*,, Mwiiim*. 
siio K carried on the war" mil of !mi *dil was « 

most useful personage. In very truth M ntkp itnmpari 
was a woiuloifui animal. 1'atiil to y**urw N a \wntnu rather 
small than large, rather fat than Iran, raihrr old than 
young, with a good frail, a got*d eve, >•»-» s-mMoiI us a 
trooper, with a decided "call** for iui.igur, thinking 
nothing but wine, telling nothing Mu M«, swearing by* 
or denying Urnl, as suited her purpw Fate y !4 ,H, mi 
one, and you will have before von k wk? ' AV 


poumyatse m ehef ,/ts «//«** it* TW/V. 

She was in correspondence with all ».«!« nf j*ro»n«, 
with tho most celebrated rt//are*//r«.u',t, and of rmtrm 
with the most noted pimps. She irraM UM m her 
equal, went familiarly to M, do Kuril ws, «nd 
filly condescended to visit M. th fetal* Pforeni in. Every- 
body nt court received her gradmisly; ewry\m\y but 
the king and myself, who held her in mm ® I horror. 
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The Parc-aux- C erfs cost enormous sums. The lowest 
expense was calculated at 150,000 livres, to pay only the 
functionaries and the domestics, the education and the 
board of the dlbves, etc. This does not include the cost 
of the recruiting service , the indemnities paid to families, 
the dowry given with them in marriage, the presents 
made to them, and the expenses of the illegitimate 
children: this was enormous in cost, at least 2,000,000 
livres a year, and yet I make the lowest estimation. The 
Par c-aux-C erfs was kept up for thirty-four years: it cost 
annually 4 or 5,000,000 livres, and that will amount to 
nearly 150,000,000 (f 6, 250,000). If you think I mis- 
take, go through the calculation. 

A short time after my sojourn at Versailles, when I 
was the acknowledged mistress of the king, the due de 
Richelieu asked me if I had heard of the Parc-aux-Cerfs ? 
I asked him, in my turn, what he meant, and if I could 
procure any account of the place. He then told me of 
the care which madame de Pompadour bestowed on 
the place, the advantage she drew from it, and assured 
me of the necessity for following her example. I spoke 
of this to comte Jean, and begged his advice. My brother- 
in-law replied: — • 

<( You must do as the marquise de Pompadour did, and 
as the due de Richelieu has advised. They spend a vast 
deal of money in this house, and I undertake to look 
over their accounts. Nominate me your prime minister, 
and I shall be the happiest of men. It is impossible but 
there must be something to be gleaned from his majesty. }> 

<( In truth, my dear brother-in-law, you would be in 
your element; money to handle and young girls to man- 
age. What more could you covet? You will establish 
a gaming table at the Parc-aux-Cerfs^ and never quit it 
again. w 

Comte Jean began to laugh, and then seriously advised 
me to follow the plain counsel of the due de Richelieu. 

I decided on doing so. I sent for Madame, She came 
with all the dignity of an abbess of a regally founded 
convent. But in spite of her pretensions, I only saw in 
her the rival of Gourdan and P&ris, and treated her as 
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such; that is, with some contempt, for with that feeling 
her office inspired me. She told me all 1 have deseribed 
to you, and many other things which have since escaped 
me. At that time there were only four <Vr\*v,v in the, 
house, When she hud given me all the detail'! I wished, 
I sent her away, desiring to lie informed of all that 
passed In her establishment. 


i 
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Kftto Klvoia hy tins mmm.mi tlu VitKmHn„l». .The comta m. 

!:">• r -I* 

* I " 5 “' , ; 1 '»«' IVo W m«. Dnmmlio tmloiluliinio.it - 

iMivm-tm" 1 VmIhoimui * A fmv MbMrvatloim A ]io»Hio» - Tito 

nmtvolmlo .to Adm.lmo of M. «l„ HomholluH- .(W 

«.r u lotto,- ml.lnwjB.1 1 M him i„ m |» XV. - M. <Us Mnupium u ml 

mu.luuto tin Hurry. 1 


M V WMST muiullnn wan no. a Hill. emlmrnuai» KI 
kiiMwn and rccoguiHed uh (ho mistress of Hut king, 
il, hut ill accorded with my fading t» be compelled 
In mhl to (hat t ill** the HUporinlondoiU of his pleasures; 
ami l hail nut yd, been mdlieieutly initiated into the in’ 
trigues of u omu l life to accept thin strange charge without 
man > feat dislike ami hesitation. Nevertheless, whilst so 
many were contending for the honour of that which I 
condemned, l \v«m vctnipulkul to stifle my feeling and 
roMiKU my Me If to tint bail uh well uh tin* good a (lorded by 
my present situation; at a future period I shall have 
m-eimitm again to revert to the /'im'-iu/.v-Crrfs during the 
|u*rit.d of my reign, hut for the prmie.nl; I wish to change 
tins subject, hy relating to yon what befell me at a ffito 
given me hy muduma tie ValenlinolH, while she feigned 
to give it in the. honour of ivmdama da j’rovenee, 

Ihe com inane tie Valeiitinoia, nattered hy the kindnoHH of 
the dmi phi ness's manner towards her, and wishing still 
further to insinuate herself into her favour, imagined 
Mho should promote her object by requesting that princess 
would do her the honour to pnim «n evening at hur house; 
her request was granted, and that too before the dnehesso 
da la Vauguytm could interfere to prevent it. Furious 
at not having been apprized of the invitation till too Into 
to cause its rejection, aha vowed to make the triumphant 

(a«3) 
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countess pay dearly for her triumph; im my • >wu pan ( 
troubled mysulf very little with the success m nmdaine de 
Valentinois, which, in fad;, 1 perceived would rather assist 
than Interfere with my project:;. Hitherto r had im made 
my appearance at any of the homier; of the nobilily when 
the princesses were invited thither; this dearly piv.ved to 
the public, in general, how great was the »*pp,-,:uii..n i 
experienced from the court party. 1 was now delighted to 
prove to the Parisians that f was m«t always to h ad Hie life 
ot u recluse, but that I could freely present myself nt those 
partien to which other ladies were invited. However 
an my friends apprehended that, (he emue^e 
might prevail upon her lady of honour .M p, j„vim me hv 
the advice of the clmnedlor and the minister f t »r f, 
afTairH, it was arranged that 1 should for n v.vel previous 
to the ffito feign a severe indisposition. It vv.ntld he j m 
possible to doscriho the joy with which il.ee f s n,,„ htHm , * 
were received by my enemies. We are all apt to nieh.ro 
thin^i us wo would have them, and already the caecr 
imaginations of the opposing party hud converted the 
account of my illness into an incurable mid mortal dhrmie 
Jwory hour | my ftknnh in ft** 

state Imcl boon recuiml, whilat I ,„ y iff Z 

oicdulouti hopos of my antmilw. bait .U-t. ) tit|<u<.| I„, 

my donih-bod, (anglilng henrllly at th,*i* f„u v , 

stt irCr to t:onf " uml m,a «" p ‘ r 

z 

part of thin ma*,, meant d L , V *' r 

fusion of tho fment PlamlHli In™ , |,r "' 

a garland of fait m, 1 wom (m m Y »'«««'* 

green d « ii . b,own wmpoied of Um (mml 

?«SfrS«3vi±r 

pair or splendid «Mir*ring»» 
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valued at 100,000 crowns, with a variety of jewels 
equally costly, and you may form some idea of my an 
pearance on that eventful evening. The king, who pre- 
sided at my toilette, could not repress his admiration * 
he even insisted upon clasping my necklace, in order 
that he might, as he said, flatter himself with having 
completed such a triumph of nature and art. 

At the hour fixed upon I set out, conducted by the 
dues d Aigmllon and de Cossd; and now I remember I 
have introduced this latter to you for the first time 
however I will promise that it will not be for the last- 
lie possessed, and still possesses all the virtues of his 
noble house, he was impetuous from a deeply feeling 
heart, and proud from a consciousness of being properly 
appreciated. Young, handsome, and daring, he was pre- 
eminently calculated both to inspire love, and to feel if 
it was quite impossible for him to fail in winning the 
affections of any female he exerted himself to please 
and even at the present time that he has lost some of 
lus earlier graces, he is still irresistible as ever; his nat- 
urally gay disposition was but ill suited to nourishing 
grave or philosophic reasoning, but then he was the soul 
of company, and possessed a fine and delicate wit which 
ever vented itself in the most brilliant sallies. M. de 
Coss6, like the knights of old, was wholly devoted to his 
king and his mistress, and would, I am sure, had oc- 
casion required it, have nobly died in defence of either; 

I only pray he may never be put to the proof. I saw 
much of him at the beginning of our acquaintance, but 
as his many amiable qualities became better known, I found 
myself almost continually in his society, indeed as I 
have something to confess in the business, I could hardly 
choose a better opportunity than the present, did I not 
recollect that the good due d'Aiguillon is waiting all 
this while for me to announce the entrde of our party 
into the anteroom of Madame de Valentinois. 

My entrance was a complete coup-de-thddtre, I had 
been imagined, languishing on the bed of sickness, yet 
there I stood in all the fulness of health and freshness 
of beauty. I could very easily read tipon each counte- 
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nance the vexation and rage my appearance of tnihe 
freedom from all ailment excited; however, l proceeded 
without any delay to the mistress of the hi. mu*, whom 1 
found busily engaged in seating her visitor!!, and playing 
the amiable to the dauphiness. This primo-s seemed 
equally astonished at my tmexpeetrd apparition; never- 
thelesH, taken off her guard, she could tt» •( prevent her» 
self from courteously returning the profound Midutnlion I 
made her. As for the duehestu! de hi Vnugnyou, when 
she saw me, she turned alternately from red to white, 
and was even weak enough to give pul.be vent to her 
fury. The eomto do Provence, who had be n t**ld that 
I was not expected, began to laugh when he perceived 
mo, and taking the first opportunity of approaching me, 
ho said, “Ah, mndanm! so yon too can mystify y M|i ,'. 
frlomls, I hoc! Have a euro; the sight of chamm like 
yours is Hufiklent to strike terror into any adversaries, 
without having recourse to any expedient p, heighten 
their effect/ Raying this he passed on without giving 
mo the opportunity of replying, as l could have wished 
to havo done. 


Tho mardeludo do Mirepoix, to whom l had confided 
my secret, and of whoso fidelity I was manned, waw 
present at tho f6lo. I availed myself of the offer of a 
seat near her and directly wo were wealed, « You are a 
clever creature,” said Mho, “for you have completely be- 
wildered all the female pari of ii,j« evening** society, 
and by way of a finishing stroke will run away with the 
hearts of all the fluliarers here, before the fair ladies 
I hey, were previously hovering around, have recovered 
thou’ first astonishment,” 


nipon my word/ said T, smiling, «I do not wonder at 
the kind looks with which Urn ladies favour me, if my 
presence is capable of producing ho much mischief/ 
fray, my dear,” answered the nmrtklmk. "be under 
no mistake; you might he m much beloved m oihora are. 
if you did not monopolise the ldng , » a/teions; i\m mxh 
sequoneo Is, that every woman with even a rmiwble face 

fickle Z?l y ! >U HH , lho Umir|:mr of her and Dm 

c le gentlemen who woo theat? gentle ladies am all ready 
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to transfer their homage to you directly you appear you 
must admit that your presence is calculated ^produce 
no inconsiderable degree of confusion » 

The commencement of a play which formed part of the 

evenings entertainment obliged us to cease further con- 
versation. 1 

. The ® rat P iece re P re sented was “Rose et Colas* a charm- 
ing pastoral, to Which the music of Monsigny gave a fresh 
chatm, the actors were selected from among the best 
of the Comddie Italienne — the divine Clairvaf, and the 
fasema mg mademoiselle Caroline. I was completely 
enchanted whilst the play lasted; I forgot both my cabals 
and lecent .triumph, and for a while believed myself 
actually transported to the rural scenes it represented 

016 h ° neSt Villa ® :ers so well depicted; but 
this delightful vision soon passed away, and soon, too 

soon I awoke from it to find myself surrounded by my 
excellent friends at court, 3 3 

“Rose et Colas » was followed by a species of comedy 
mixed with songs. This piece was wholly in honour of 
the dauphinesB, with the exception of some flattering 
and gallant allusions to myself and some gross compli. 
ments to my cousin the chancellor, who, in new silk 

robe and a fine powdered wig, was also present at this 
tete. 


The performers in this little piece, who were Favart 
the actor, and Voisenon, the priest, must have been fully 
satisfied with the reception they obtained, for the comedy 
was applauded as though it had been one of the chefs 
d' oeuvre of Voltaire. In general a private audience is very 
indulgent so long as the representation lasts, but no sooner 
has the curtain fallen than they indulge in a greater 
severity of criticism than a public audience would do. 
And so it happened on the evening in question; one couplet 
had particularly excited the discontent of the spectators, 
male and female; I know not what prophetic spirit in- 
spired the lines. 


The unfortunate couplet was productive of much offence 
against the husband and lover of madame Favart, for 
the greater part of the persons 'present perfectly detested 
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my poor cousin, who was “to Hip the wings of chiemery » 
Pavart managed to escape just in lium, and tint uhhtf ,j r 
Voisonon, wlio was already not in wry favour with |,is 
judges, was compelled to endure (he toll uvi K !,| u , ,j |( , jr 
complaints and reproaches; every wire wm; against him, anti 
even his brethren of the French academy, departing J r , mj 
tlieir accustomed indulgence upon smli matters, .nienlv 
reprimanded him for the grosaiuss of his llatim y ; 
abbd attempted to justify himself by pomWug that he 
Jcnow nothing of the hateful couplet, and that lAivnrt ahum 
was tho guilty person upon whom they should nuumd theh- 
anger. 

<( I am always, » cried he, Moomed to sutler for the 
offences of others; every kind of follv h made a 
out to me." ’ * 

w Have a care, monsieur I’nliM." ewbumrd d'Alomhnl 
who was among the guests, “have a care} >,,idmu 
lavish their gifts hut upon tln,<e who me lit, 
t<> return the original present in a tenfold de r «ve> 

" 1,! J H ‘ ,m °wlmt sarcastic remark wa* m.i.t iavo.u ahlv 
received by all who heard it. a Uv 

tfl ! U T m ’ Wh,,U . Uw "VI**™* pro, 

tested, with vehement action, 1 

Tho rate Uho 1£ Wiw must Hptei.,11,11,. mill te| r f„||y I-,,,,, 
ducted find inljfht Imvu Hum Urn .tilt, ,, ,,! \ 

Sr „r;,r: tinetl ,n m Jz 

apito anti M-mitim, au K( .,.«i t .,| |j( 

ft 3 ?“' t Wt m th ° clmi»i«IU,r iimi my«H 

11 numl necessarily have been uj v< n w iih « ) 

tho »nmo mom 

did iiitA „ 1 , Uintt, npuble ol.^crvatmrm, mid m far 

t ?rr * 

fate one bestowed in TinouTof “ wmUi ®'« 

f - si? 

vo, uy out pre« oa00) givMI it „,| lhe ,, lfm y0 ,, 
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COMT158S18 DU HARRY 

:l1 ' |MI|; wil > out omitting to thank von 

11 attention, which tvim i„ reality, directed to the 
am du Hurry and M. do Mnupoou » 

' <l 0 ) V nl««ti""i» came to mo with tears in her 

l<> inpuut the cruel remark of the princess' the 
:!mlo do Mirepoix, who hoard her, sought to’eon- 
m l.y nssimmeiia, Hint it would in no degree affect 
terost at court. « Never mind, my good frieiul," sidd 
he mty bird merely warbles the notes it learns 

If 1 ’® Jf Vrnmrnx, and will as quickly forget 
■in them. Nevertheless, the king owes you a roc- 
ISC fill Hie vexation it has occasioned you.” 
leilintely Unit I found myself alone with the mard- 
imp.!., „l of her what was tho natviro of the 
lien She uimsi.lereil ma.lamc du Valontlnois entitled 
■eel: from Urn hands of Ids majesty, She replied, 

T r: ,,r a ' T " U " t ,l1nno tlmt poor countess 
Wived her late luoitifif.ition ; tho king is therefore 

to atone for it in the .form of a pension. Money 
‘nr, nmiiey Is 11 sovereign cure at court; calms 
mid heals every wound.” 

ily "greed with tho good-natured mnrdchnloj and, 
bade tho Hnrrawful mudumo du Valontinoto good 
l HHmirotl her 1 would implore his majesty to re. 

0 mischief my presence had caused. Accordingly 
following- day, when tho king questioned mo as 
' f “ r r lm<1 amused with the fiko given by 

0 do Vukmtiuois, I availed myself of the opening 

5 my uni ire saUsfnelion, ns well ns to relate the 
3 lnU> which hnd fallen, and to pray his 

’ tu lK * Ktmv «pon her a pension of 15,000 livim 
»n my word,” exclaimed Louis XV., hastily trav- 
Lhe chamber, “ this fete seems likely to provo a 
mu to me,” 

* she,” said I, “it was n most delightful evening; 
t will not, I hope, refuse mo such a trifle for 
ho lavished so much for my amusoment,” 

I,” cried lie, “bo it so; tho countess shall have 

1 she requires, but upon condition that she does 
ly to me again,” 
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« Really your majesty talks,” replied I, “as though 
thin trilling pension wove to lie drawn from your own 
purse. w 

The king began to smile at my remark, like a man wlio 
knows himself found out, l knew him well enough to he 
certain that, had he intended the pension awarded mudamo 
du Vnlenlinois to come from his own privy purse, he would 
scarcely have consented to bestowing on her more than a 
shabby pittance of a thousand livivs per annum. It j H 
scarcely possible to conceive an idea of the excessive 
economy of this prince. I remember, that upon some 
tfreat occasion, when it was requisite to support the public 
treasury, which was failing, by a timely contribution, the 
due do Choi smd offered the loan of 3 jj 0,000 1 lyres, whilst 
the king, to the astonishment of all who heard him, con- 
fined his aid to a.ooo Ion is I Thu marddmlo du Mirepoix 
used to assert that bonis XV. was the only prince of his 
line who over knew the value of a crown. Sim had, never- 
tholeKN, managed to receive plenty from him, although, I 
must own, that she had hud no small difficulty In obtaining 
them ,* nor did the kin# part with bin bdoved gold without 
many a sigh of regret. 

At the house of mudamo du Valent inois I met the 
nmrdehale do Luxembourg, who had recently returned 
from Clumtokmp, There really was something of in. 
fntualion in tho general mania which tw.emi.nl (0 prevail 
of treating tho king’s sentiment* with indifference, and 
considering his displeasure as an affair of no consequence. 
Before tho disgrace of tho Chohumla they were equally tho 
objects of mudamo do Luxembourg’# most hitter hatred, 
noi was mudamo do Grnmmorit backward in returning her 
animosity; yet, strange as it may seem, no sooner wan the 
Cnoiseul parly exiled, than tho mnr&hnla never rested till 
she saw her name engraved on the famous pillar erected to 
perpetuate the remembrance of all those who hud visited 
the exiles. She employed their mutual friends to effect 
a reconciliation, which was at length effected by letter, 
and a friendly embrace exchanged by proxy. These pre- 
miuariea over, the nmrdehnte came to the king to make 
the request to which he had now become accustomed, but 
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mailo' no' wl ‘I'® ’T nmm ° him ' 01 mme Lotlis XV. 
mulo no talLUion in granting her the request she 

solicited, bponlcmg to me of the subject, ho slid «The 

lnoutln K ot "lailame do (Jrnmmont and the mimSchnlo 
do Luxembourg muat indeed bo an overpowering t th 
I only trust those two ladies may not drop life mask 

bracing!” blt ° ° Mh 0t, “ T ' B e “ whll ° A - - 

Mudamo do Luxembourg, daughter of the due do 
Villoroi, had boon first married to tho due do Bottfflers 

t ° hCllH5a l ° tulom with ^ ornaments 
than tho ducat coronet; nor whilst her youth and beauty 

lasted was she Iohh generous to her second husband; she 

bvHh .1*7 <l m0Mt /nHC,nati,, tf woman, from 
the lou-liiess of her person and tho vivacity of her 

manners ; but behind an ever ready wit, lurked tho most 

imp ututble nmbeo and hatred against all who crossed her 

path oi purpose. As she advanced in life she became 

mmo guarded and eSrcumspeet, until at last she act her- 

Of the iioliiHl ' 7 Mgh 1,f °* flntl tho P*« 

f the nobility crowded around her, to hear tho lessons of 

° / mHt cx P°ne»«o. By the number and by tho power 

ot nor pupils, she could command both tho court and 

cty; her censures were dreaded, because pronounced in 

huigtmgo so strong and severe, us to fill those who in- 

wldkr IT 'li 11 /! 0 1,01)0 of owr Hh,nin ft' in public opinion 
whilst ho formidable a veto was uttered against them; and 

her decrees, from which there was no appeal, either 
stumped a man with dishonour, or introduced him as a first- 
rate candidate for universal admiration and esteem, and 
her hatred was as much dreaded as ever her smiles had 
men courted: for my own part, I always felt afraid of 
her, and never willingly found myself in her presence. 

After I had obtained for mudamo da Volentfnois tho 
noon, I solicited, I was conversing with tho king re- 
specting madmno do Luxembourg, when tho chancollor 
entered tho room; he came to relate to his majesty an 
fdfair which had occasioned various reports, and much ” 
scandal. The viscount do Bombelles, an officer in an 
hussar regiment, had married a mademoiselle Camp. 
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KtidsojiH, unnomnuuy for im; t« • neck l«> discover, induced 
him, all at onutt, to annul Uh manias*, and pr« >lil 
by a regulation which fmlmdc all {paid Cm Indu s from 
iulurmanyiuR with Uiohc, of llm tviWmcd religion, )a; 
demanded thu dinuolttlum of Ida union with mudciuoi- 
Hullo Camp. Thin ultompt <m Ida part to viidutc, upon 
midi rtoiuuIh, Uuuianutity of thu impii.il vu\v, whilst it 
wan calculated to rekindle the spirit of o lij-ioiia perms 
tuition, wan productive of wry uiifavomablo nuclei ptomsm 
to tlm character of M, do Ihuuhrlh a; tho pleat cry \va« 
njpdmtt him, hu Mood ahum and unsupported in thu con- 
tent, for ovuu thu greateM Inputs themselves would not 
intermeddle or appear to applaud a matin* whirl* attacked 
both honour and Rood feeling: thu comrades of M. do 
Jkmibulhm refused to associate with him; lull thu liiiish- 
iug Htroko eumu from Ida old companions at thu mili- 
tary .school, whom hu had hern brought up. tin tin* 
27th of November, ivy*, thu council of this establish- 
ment wrote him Um following letter: 

M Tlm military wilmol havw P"t»i «d with cputl lodlgnuihai 0 o<\ 
grief tlm imniiHhihi whh h have »ip|w,m.-d »»•*{«•» te»« y»n in ilm pub- 
liit prints. Had ymi not lf*s*?u rtin* -ucd (a Oil!* e 4 «ihli»hHicMt, wo 
should me roly Imve looked upm year artSdr whh Mwhomdw.dh’ t*mup 
hh a ucttiio too tli*tn»u*hiK for tmiwouiy and it w.sdd Irnvn bpmi 
hurl ml In our |KSu»ful walla Iwiwulti lim veil of uo> 4 <'-»»y and »lt«ou «*j 
hut wo owm it to Urn youth h«mI to *»». l*y hi* (><r tho haul- 

cation of thus# principles which te^nam tho w, 4 di>r itici man, mat 
H> paws over the possum l opportunity » if iuapiiiti^ item with a {toil 
linrror of ynur misguided endue!, «a wed i»a teding it an hupri’uitva 
duty to mmielveii not to appear jndthauoil !>i lints wi'ii ndu I mid dhc 
gwcoCul minfiiHkm your pm«wsdlnjj[« have l»r« jinitsiH'd hi the Capital. 
Wu leave to thu ministers of our ndigfrut. and tte mughtmtes* who 
nr« ftp|Miluied la gourd »mr laws, to <Wtd» np.u «hu legality of tto« 
honthi between yourself and mad-nool^pp t’amp, hut by *.hu nihxu.d 
you are distinctly prnnonneed guilty towards her. and that in thu 
tribunal of honour, Indore that tribunal whblt tabu In the heart of 
every {food malt. You Have teen univeiwntly riled and iKonflemmsd, 
There are Homo errors which all the impadmwdty of ymiili k unable 
to Mateo, ami yours are unhappily of that. m*n. The didWeni por- 
taiM composing llitu establishment, ibertstfiri?**, em&ror 104 only in 
praying of us to signify their aonlimenia, Nil lifewte* u* apprise 
you, that you am umuiiimmaly fwbtdilwi to «p fwr with hi these 
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*yj 

Tho “'""<*»«>.■ to tho king' « copy of this 

severe letter, to which T .,7 L ims 

nor did iUn Uu listened with much emotion, 

• ,, Lll « wum m »ns calm than myself 
( to# indeed, » said he at length, «a very* sad af- 

4* U if nmt nll f l 'r , <1 "" rrolH of ProtoHtantlHm" 

of the Juiniuiiisl.B und J*,, ^ m‘u- T" ^ 
M. do Ilombullus is o„Ll ^ the t J , 0 ZA 
ovoiy mtm'lngp cimtmotod with u Ihoti-timi is 7 n ! 
void l,y tho lows of i.'nmoo.» tlmt “ ,,uU Imtl 

urm '' ' <w “" t * 1 1 l'«‘l nurrl* » Proto, «. 

sum ,!'!:'' 1 "' 1 fW “ m ' ,mont ,lt "V M, then re 

“ r Maim*. the military school,” 

J,,! r M i ;’ i ' aKuru -” u,» ohm,. 

“ No t K " fy r,""' llis l ,lBllw ' 1 ' u ‘o thorn >» 

.! ' ' I’hed Louis, (< it does not come within 

your lino of duty, mid duvolvos mtlior upon tho minis- 
tu of wort mill wry possibly ho would object to oxo. 

- , sr 

" ,,f " E ‘ 10 " f lhl) edict of 

^ml what, Hire," asked the elmncellnr gravely « could 
you. do, thut would butter isoiidnto tho^’o, 

“Chmiwllor," oxohiimed Louis XV., stopping buck with 
mi o guod ustonislinuuu, «lmvo you lost your senses ? 
Wl Ht wmik1 tlm clergy Hiiy or do } Tho very thought 
muktiH mo shudder, Do you then believe, M’/dc, Mmi- 
liemi, tlmt tho moo of tho Clements, the Rnvnillncs, the 
Damiens, arc extinct in France?" 

‘‘Ah, sire, what needless fears," 

the Til, 110 f T Ct ) hm f y°" nm y doom them," answered 
c k,n * 1 hftV0 l3ee » once, I am not going 
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to expose myself to danger a second time, Y„ u know 

the proverb, no, no, let im leave things uh my protle- 

custtorfl left them; besides, ,1 shall mu hr .sorry k, | ( . (lVo 
a little employment for my successor; Im nmy yet 
through It; how ho euu, unit spite of nil the elunmuriuy of 
the philosophers, the Protestants shall !ml.l their present 
privileges so Inny m I live. i will have neither civil 
nor religious war, hut live in peace ami eat my supper 
with u yowl appetite with you, my fair eomtesse, for my 
constant yuest, ami you, M. tie Maupeou, for thin even- 
ing'H visitor.” 

Tho conversation hero terminated. 


t: II APT HR XXXI. 

Maritime tin Harry tlio sorvleon of Marin (ho o-m/nii*,,. 

Loula XV. and nmriamo do 

touHo du Hurry ---An premia nnon'tlu 

ww,IHlon 11,0 rt »w <10 Rioholiou in dlH*yr«co— ,00,000 llviT 

rpm« M»Wn, a jirovongnl by birth, In hi* childhood one 
l m the choristers, mid afterwards organist of tho vil- 
luge clu.rdi, w, Wp at tho period of which I a .n speak- 

! M u! UO i!! f th ° . ni0Mt ,,Heful ,mm P«hhI 1 )Io. Nominated by M. 
do St. I-lomntm to the pout of censor royal, tills friend 
to tho philosophers was remarkable for tho peculiar tab 
(HU, with which ho would alternately applaud and con- 
demu tho writings uf these gentlemen. Affixing his 
Hauei on lo two lines in a tragedy by Dorat had cost 
im twonty-fmir hours' meditation within tho walls of 
tho Bastille; and for permitting tho representation of 
Homo opera (Urn name of which I forgot) ho had been 
depilvcd of a pension of 2,000 francs; but, wedded to 
the do lights of Ids snug post, Marin always contrived, 
after every storm, to find his way back to its safe 
harbor. He hud registered a vow never to resign the 
office of censor, but to keep it in despite of danger 
and difficulty. I noon discovered that ho passed from 
the patronage of Hebei to that of Chamilly, and I was 
not slow In conjecturing that ho joined to his avocations 

, cenH ? r mtd gazetteer that of purveyor to his majos- 
ty h peftls amours. 

Spite of my indefatigable endeavors to render Louis 
AV. happy and satisfied with the pleasures of his own 
homo, he would trike occasional wandering fits, and go 
upon tho ramble, sometimes in pursuit of a high-born 
dame, at others eager to obtain a poor and simple gri- 
**"*>' ftnd m lo «ir that the object of ids fancy were but 

( 395 ) 
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now to him, it muttered little wlmt wnv ht*r elaium to 
youth, bounty, or rank in life, Thu nmnh huln do Mins 
pnix frequently nuitl to mo, "Ho you know, my dour 
creature, that your royal admirer i;s bur. a very fieldo 
Hwnin, who hi playing the gay gallant when ho might to 
lio quietly sealed at bin own iivedde, Have a omv, ho 
hi growing 0 I 1 1, and Ida intelhvl hinmneu mmo IVddu 
o.’ioh day; and wlmt hu would novor havo granted samm 
fow years Imok, may ho easily wrung imm him now. 
Clmmilly aspires at governing Ida muMer, and Marin not:- 
ends him in Ida imijucl. 4 

At length, roused to a sense of Impending ovit, hy tho 
constant reminding of tho maiiVlmle, 1 mmimmted Marin 
to iny premmeu. "Now, sir,” said I, an ho appioaoho«l, 
“ t would havo yon to know that 1 am apprised „f all 
your Hides t ymi ami yrntr friend t ’handily me engaged 
in a very dever sdienm to improve your own Imlmies 
at the expense of llm king your master, M 
Marin hurst into loud pnitedatimiM of his innocence, 
dudnring that lm war. an innocent an tho lamh j»ir*t horn. 

I refused to ho lio vo this, and desired ho would explain to 
mo why )m wont m frequently to Urn apartments of M. 
Clmndlly, 

“ Aim, madam 1“ replied Marin, «l go thilhor hut to 
ttoltclt IiIh aid in e raving tho homily of Ida majesty," 
w You tiro for ever pleading povmiy, miserly being," 
criod I; K you tiro far richer than f am; hut rduco you want 
money 1 will nupply you with it, and in rot tint you dmlt 
ho my H 0 un. 1 t nowHumn, tmd royal eemmr in my service. 
Now umltiMand mo dearly; every month that you faith- 
fully bring mo an neemmt of eeruin gdnga on, 1 will 
count into your Imml live and twenty /(mix i/W , M 
I must confess that Matin only accepted my propo* 
Hilion with much rdudnncu, hut dill ho did accept it, and 
withdrew, meditating, no doubt, how ho should \m mi- 
ublocl to satisfy both Clmmilly mid mystdf. 

A long time elapsed before Marin brought me any news 
of importance, and I began to fed euiiildumblo doubts 
of hi« Acidity, when he came to comm u idea to a very Im- 
portant piece of intelligence, He had just learned that 
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Clmmilly frequently went to Paris, tho bearer of letters 
from the kin# to a young and pretty female, named 
mmlamo do Rumas, who resided in the old rue du Temple. 

Hero was a pretty discovery; the kin# actually engaged 
in it love ulVuir, letters passing between him and his mis* 
tress, whilst the head valet tie ehambre was acting- the 
part of Mercury to the lovers. This indeed required some 
speedy remedy, and I lost no time in summoning* my 
Privy counsellor, eomto jean, whom I acquainted with 
what had occurred, and begged his advice as to the best 
measures to be pursued. « Indeed, » replied my brother- 
in-law, M what others would do in our place would be 
to throw M, Clmmilly from one of the windows of the 
chateau, and treat this his friend Marin with a lodging in 
tlm Bastille; hut, as wo arc persons of temper and mod- 
eration, wo will go more gently to work, I will, In 
the. first place, gain every information relative to the 
affair, that I may satisfy myself Marin is not seeking 
to show his honest claims to your gold, by imposing 
a forged talc upon your credulity; when that is ascer- 
tained wo will decide upon our next best step.” 

Hondo Jean departed to seek tho assistance of M. do 
Barlines, who was at that time entirely devoted to my 
interests; and, after having diligently searched the whole 
ruu du Temple, ho succeeded in discovering madatno dc 
Rumas. Ho learnt tlmt this lady had recently married 
a person of her own rank, to whom she professed to be 
violently attached! that they lived together with great 
tranquillity, and had the reputation of conducting them- 
selves as persons of extreme propriety and regularity; 
paid their debts, and avoided, by their air of neatness, 
order, and modest reserve, tho scandal of oven their 
most ill-natured neighbors. The husband was said to 
be a great religionist, which increased tho suspicions of 
eomto Jean. With regard to tho epistolary correspondence 
carried on by tlm lady, no information could bo gleaned 
in that quarter. 

Marin was again sent for by my brother-in-law, who 
questioned and cross ■'questioned with so much address, 
that Marin found It impossible to conceal any longer the 
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remaining part of the affair, of which ho hud before 
conun unleu toil hut bo much an his policy deemed udvis- 
ablo. IIo confessed that ho had originally mentioned 
mudumo do Ramus (whom ho himself hud long known) 
to Clmmilly, had uhown him several of Iu?r lotion;; and 
an ho ox pooled, tho stylo of l ho so epistles so pleased the 
lioad valot, that ho expressed a wish to son tho fair 
writor. Marin accordingly introduced him to tho rue du 
Temple, whore ho wuh most graciously received and 
relumed homo enchanted with tho lady: ho spoke of her 
to tho king', strongly recommending his majesty to judge 
for himself, Accordingly his majesty wrote to mudumo 
do Rnmas, who received tho letter from tho hands of 
her friend Clmmilly with all pomp and stale, talked first 
of her own virtue and honor, and afterwards of her duti- 
ful respect for his majesty. Shu replied to the royal 
note In so prudent yet obliging' a manner, that the king 
was enchanted. This elTeetivo billet was answered by a 
soennd letter from tho Mur, which obtained a reply even 
more tenderly charming than the one which preceded it. 
An interview was next solicited mu! granted; for a visit 
was such a trifle to refuse. The royal guest became 
pressing 1 and tho lady more reserved, till the time was 
ost in attempts tit convincing’ each other. At, the next 
interview mndn.no du Ruwim fr.*t,|y wnfmwml her »|liww 
nUoclimont for hl« majeaty, Iml added, Hmt rnieh wnn her 
clculro to poHwnni Ida whole nml undivided regard. Hmt 

him U| ' 10 ll,1! 1,U I' B uf kouplittf 

. 11 01ttl |" , lycly hern whihit I litlerptwed between her nml 
tho king’ll heart in it few word, ilten tiliM demanded 

Z, l ' 1" ' i 0 ' h,M W ‘ m t ” l ‘ «'“> I-nnU XV,, 

who thought It no miimdal to Imve a hnmlreil mlMrctor* 
w*? B,nrm < | d ftt llu! thought, of ncawlunlng the hustle 
fnvorlto f m T ftUsn ' 1 '" ,t I "l mn hi, aelmmvledged 

Z 1 T 1Kni 7 l "*‘"■•1 >*<• •heruforo mmnnd 

hor, I or request wiih beyond Iilu 'power to grant. 
nnwfhvZnfl T , now ,Ul " Khl tn “mpronilM the 

1 a Z ° 11 r'r hh Uvm ‘ Klie «*»*. »hu 

Mlel but tlm heart of her beloved monareh, and would 
body leave me m posmaalon of all power and influence. 
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'J'ho kin}.;' whoso heart was regularly promised once a day 
did not hesitate to assure her of his fidelity, and his wily 
enslaver flattered herself, that with time and clover man- 
agoment, she should succeed in inducing him to break 
off those ties which ho now refused to break. 

Things woro in this slate when Marin divulged to us 
the intrigue conducted by Chumilly, and directed, though 
in a covert manner, by the mardelml due do Richelieu. 
This spiteful old man possessed no share of the talent 
of his family; and, not contented with tho favor bestowed 
on his nephew, thought only of his personal credit and 
influence, which ho fancied lie should best secure by 
introducing a new mistress to tho king. This well-con* 
cooled scheme threw both comto Jean and myself into 
u perfect fury. We dismissed Marin with a prosont of 
fifty louis, and my brother-in-law besought of mo to 
grant him four and twenty hours undisturbed reflection, 
whilst, on my side, I assured him I should not rest until 
we had completely discomfited our enemies. 

On the following day comto Jean laid buforo mo several 
projects, which were far from pleasing in my eyes; too 
much time was required in their execution. X knew the 
king too well to he blind to the danger of allowing this 
mere whim of the moment to take root in his mind. One 
idea caught my fancy, and without mentioning it to 
comic Jean, T determined upon carrying it into execution, 

The mardchalo tie Mirepoix happened at this moment 
not to bo at Purls at her hotel in the rue llorgbro, but 
at her country house, situated an Port h VAnglatoc. I 
signified to the king my intention of passing a couple 
of days with the mardchaie, and accordingly set out for 
that purpose. Upon my arrival at Paris I merely changed 
horses, and proceeded onwards with all possible despatch 
to rejoin the mardclmle, who was quite taken by surprise 
at my unexpected arrival. After many mutual embraces 
and exchange of civilities, I explained to her tho whole 
affair which had brought me from Versailles, Tho good- 
natured mardehak could not believe her ears. She soon, 
however, comprehended the nature of my alarms; and 
so far from seeking to dissipate them, urged mo to lose 
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no time in crushing an albur, which grew nmi ■<* threatening 
fmm uadi day's delay. T wan fully of her opinion, and 
only naked luir assistance and co-operation in my plan 
o£ writing to M. du Raman, and Inviting him to ,-,,mo 
on tha following day to llm house of inmlume do Mirepoix 

That lady would doubtless have preferred my asking 
her to assist nm in any other way, Imt still she eould 
not refuse to servo mo in the manner deserihed: for i 
either bestowed on her all she desired, or eaused others 
to gratify her slightest request; and hmv eould she lie 
muo, that wore my reign to end, she might derive the 
Hume advantages from any new favorite? Self interest 
therefore hound her to my sendee, ami aeeordingly she 
wrote to M. do Rumus a very pressing letter, requesting to 
hoo him tm the following day iqum matters of the highest 
importunoo. This letter Heat oil', l dined with the maid, 
eimlu, and then returned to sleep at Paris, 

On the following day, at an early hour, I repaired to 
the Port it PAnglaise; M. tie Rmnas arrived there a 
few minutes after myself, lie had the air and look of 
an honest man, hut perhaps no aperies of deeeit is 
more easily detected than that quiet, subdued manner 
compressed lips, and uplifted eye. Nuwsulays such a 
mode of dissembling would ho too tllmsy p, Impose 
even on children; and hypocrites are ever gieaur pro. 
licitmlH in their art than was even M. do Rmnas. 

Madame do Mirepoix left m alone, together, in order 
Unit I might converse more freely with him. 1 knew 
not how to begin, but made many attempts to eouvcv, 
in an indirect manner, the reasons for his being sum' 
monctl to that day's conference. However, hint* and 
Imummiions were alike thrown away upon one who had 
tctoi mined neither to use eyes nor ears Imt as interest 
pointed out the reasonableness of mi doing; and m > 
cord! ugly unable longer to repress my Impatience, I 
exclaimed abruptly, 

a Pray, tdr, do you know who I mn ? * . 

Yes, madam," replied he, with a profound bow, ami 
BaiV” ^ humi,lly ' r,re 11,13 Hcwao tin 
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“\Vc.H, mr,” juKUul 1, “and you are equally well aware 

' i ? llUl " 1 wlliuh 1 to the king?" 
“ nut, madam • ” h 

“Nay air .answer will, out; hesitation; I wish you to 
ho t am I id, ullioi wise my exceeding frankness, may dis- 
please you.” 1 

V ‘■'■I'llo.l llio UyiKH.rtte, “ Unit his 

mujosly Imilii ('ivut y„„r d.nrmln^ Hndoty,” 

Ami yul, hlr, I, «l.l» iimjumy uxpcWoneea 

‘-'l'" 1 11 l , llM »f your wife, How imawor 

you that, M. tie, Runout ? ” 

“ My wife, minium I “ 

“ Y ' m > B,r ' 1,1 1,111 oumpmiy „f nmdiimu <1« ho 

J J l ' , ' r "'“'V I "' ivaU5 vJmIU*, Mui'rotly isiiToc, ponds with 


“ 'I’l"' fonliilunni of liin HmJoHly munt over honor his 
subjects.” 

”l' lul ' M R 'I‘ llr ^ r - ‘i"iekly, “may dishonor a lumlmml ” 

“Mow, madam! Wliat is it, you would insinuate?” 

“That; ymir wife would fain supplant me, and that she 
is now Mm mistress of Urn king, although compelled to 
he such in secret.* 1 

"Impossible,” exclaimed M. dc Human, “and some 
enemy to my wile has thus aspersed her to you.” 

“And do you treat it as a mere calumny?” said I. 
“No, sir, nothing can he more true; and if you would 
wish further confirmation, behold the letter which nuulumo 
du Rimma wrote to the king only the tiny before yester- 
days hike It and read it,” 

“Heaven preserve me, madam,” exclaimed the time, 
serving \v retell, “from presuming to cast my eyes over 
wlmt’ta meant only for his majesty's gracious perusal * 
it would be an act of treason I, am not capable of com- 
mitting. ” 

“llion, sir,” returned I, “ I may reasonably conclude 
that it is with your sanction mid concurrence your wife 
intrigues with the king?” 

“ Ah, mmlaiii,” answered the wily do Riming, .in a soft 
and expostulating tone, B trouble not, I pray you, the 
repose of my family. I know too well the virtue of mndamo 
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do Rumna, hor delicacy, and the severity of her prlnciplcH ; 
I know too well like wine the sentiments In whleh her 
excellent parents educated her, nrnl { defy the blackest 
malice to injure her in my estimation. w 

<( Wonderfully, su*! M cried I; “so you determine to In*, 
lieve your wife’s virtue incorruptible, all the while you are 
profiting by her Intrigues. However, lam too certain of 
what I assert to look on with the culpable indifference you 
are pleased to assume, whilst your virtuous wife Is seeking 
to supplant mo at the cluUouuj you shall hear of me before 
long, Adieu, sir/ 

So saying, I quitted tlm room in search of the murdehale 
to whom I related what had passed. 

K And now, what think you of no huso a hypocrite ? 11 
asked I, when I had finished my account. 

W Ho well deserves having the mask torn from his face » 
replied she; “but give yourself no furtlier commit; return 
homo, and depend upon it, that, one way or other. I will 
foreo him into the path of honor.*' 

t accordingly ordered my carriage and returned to 
Vers a dies, whore, on the same evening, I received Dm fob 
lowing letter from the mardelmle: 

“My i>KAft countkss, «•"» M y efTm-tn have l«*en mumuM with m hei, 
toi miuenxH limn ymmi, Well nmyihn proverb any, < There is umm mu 

iZall'l ° "f " ,U M<|| « *"»'«« in treat- 

i ? (l , w“ IK,wl i<m|t«eilug hid wife m calumnimi* feteeM*. Ay 

me v!f, !,°« I VOr ,' ,km 1 ‘ v * ,w lnhl b'.m .n )m a., oilier 

“i’, n|t \ m n XV * n " rw,Me,,t, y. h‘h h' Implore hid in 
(7 f. 1 10 JKM,r 1,1 her rwlKhharhocHl. I really \ml all rwnleia© when 

of chm liv "i TT'« VC , U |' ,W voiHhHi maler the m«*k 

v « wi J 1 1 " ( T ,u ««* to irnmawi, tMHng him mat 

«Sr er vo!,r!-7 ? TfT” " VBr ,,U w,f# ' lhiil wwriwl *" mo 

»r her jour iiv«l; hat Hint, nevertheless you did ml that 

Ttfiiin hh t iP Mtell » rl01, Khtm, I ,, * ,arM flBk 10 !i]U{V » ld« nmjealy'rt heart, 

l l " ' " “ " "T 1 " "? re(,1),i " ml M »W <1 «r 1,1m , „ly !„,««« 

in ,|MWI,Mo * “ “ 
“Adieu, my kwcwi friend." 

term^J 0Wer Wn “ from ntu. nntl I de 

tormlnetl upon «rikin»f n decisive blow. I sent for 

Chantilly, and traailng him with nil n, c eonlompt lie 
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I l " 1 ' 1 U'«t if iho king did not imraecli- 
y j; .ivo uv tins woman In, might prepare for his own 

At lir.it Chttinllly sought to ap. 
h, ,ny i»wr by uugur pn, testations 0 f innocence 
Wlton ^ III) louiul I already knew the whole affair' 
\ v ti» bind}’ fixed in my determination, lie became 
1 W, U,r,w himself at my knees, and promS to 
hit ‘ W, '" M '‘‘‘VO him. Wo then agreed to tell 
In >v. HI mm tale of madnmo do Rumas that should 
Hiwilly J'iin from thinking further of her. 
i ]> ti minima with this roKoliulon, Shamilly informed 
kinjf, tlml ho had just lieen informed that nmtlamo 
UmiuH liml a lover, who bmmtod of being alilo to turn 
nirtJcHly which way ho pleased, through tlm inter- 
iu.i Ot hill mistress. Louis XV, wrote off instantly 
t. tie Smt intis, it* have a watchful eye over the pro- 

of lhlt linmw The lieutenant of police, 

hucl Homo regard fur me, and a still greater portion 
ear, wan faithful in my interests, and rendered to 
« >£V. tho moat horrible particular!* of tho profligate 
w of lift* jammed by madame do Rumen j assuring 
that, from every emmideralkm of personal safety, 
rnu Jonty tdiould slum the acquaintance. The king) 
mod at the liick put upon him by these seemingly 
it>U8* i ample, was mi first for confining both husband 
vdf ts in prison, but this measuro l opposed with all 
pc* weir; for, wtitarieil with iho victory I had gained, 
rad for no further hurt to my adversaries. I eon- 
tl to nominate to the worthy pair the propriety of 
1 avoiding the impending storm by a timely retreat 
Iho country, a hint they were wise enough to follow 
io that I wan entirely freed from all further dread of 
ittrialtimitioiis, 

i tlxmm who had nerved me in thin affair I liberally 
rules cl; Marin received for his share 500 louis. It is 
1 m last Urn confidence of Chnmilly, but ho gained 
,|jn intend., no that it will easily be believed ho was no 
rer by the exchange. I caused the mnrdchale to 
vci f rom tho king a superb Turkey carpet, to which 
il&d n complete service of Shvrcs porcelain, with a 
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bountiful breakfast set, on which were landscapes moat 
delicately and (skilfully drawn in blue and gold: I gave 
her also two large blue porcelain cols, us finely executed 
as those you have no frequently admired in my small 
saloon, These trifles cost me no has a aunt than jtitm 
livrcH. I did not forget my good friend M, de Marlines, 
who received a cane, headed with gold, around which 
was a small hand of diamonds, Ah for ('handily, l granted 
him hia pardon; and I think you will admit that was 
being HuflicUmtly gonoroUH. 

After having thus recompensed the veal of my friends, 
I had leisure to think of taking vengeance up>m the 
due de Richelieu for the part ho hud noted. He eume of 
his own accord to throw himself into the very heat of 
my anger. I Cu had been calling on the immVhnle dc 
Mirepoix, where he hud taunt with envious eyes the map, 
niHcent carpet I had presented her with; the cupidity 
of the duke induced him, after continually lemming t«» tin* 
subject, to nay, that where my friends were eomnued, no 
one could uccuHe me of want of liberality, w No, mr, M 
answered I, n I consider that no price cun ntiilicitmlly 
repay the kind and faithful services »,f a true friend, nor 
can buHencHH and treachery ho t<*o generally eHjtoMul and 
puninlied.** Front the tone in which I spoke the old 
mnrdchnl easily perceived to what I was alluding, He 
w«9 wine enough to lie silent, whilst I followed up thin first 
burnt of my indignation, by adding, 

tt For hummed, momdeur ie due, how can I Hiifluitmtly 
repay your friendly zeal to supply the king with a new 
mifdreurt ? " 

“I, madam?” 

"Ych, sir, you; I am aware or all your kind ofhn.es, and 
only lament my inability to reward them in a amiable 
manner . n 

" In that cane I ahull not attempt to deny my share in 
Urn business, 
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tmrely, when I see all around anxious to promote the 
gratification of their sovereign, I need not ho withhold 
from following ho loyal an example. Tho duo do Duran 
wan willing lo present his own relation for his majesty's 
acceptance, the alilxS Termy oilers his own daughter 
oornto Joan his sinter* in-law, whilst I simply throw* a 
humble and modest fomalo in his majesty's path I can* 
not sue in wlmi my fault exceeds that of the gentlemen 
I have just mentioned," 


" You really are tho most audacious of mon,» replied 
I, laughing; <( i shall lie obliged to solicit a IcUrc de 
auM lo hold yt»u a prisoner in Ouienne. Upon my 
word, your nephew and myself have a valuable and trust* 
worthy I’riond in you.” 

“ I lurk ye,' madam, ‘! rejoined the mardclml. « t know 
not, in the first place, whether his majesty would very 
easily Riant you this lettre de cachet, which most cur* 
tainly l do not deserve. You have served my nephew 
and neglected me; l wished to try the strength of my 
poor wings, ami ( find, like many others, that I must 
not hope to soar to any height.* 

While wo were thus talking the mardelmlo de Mirepoix 
was announced, I was still much agitated, and she im- 
mediately turned towards the duke, ns if lo inquire of 
him the cause of my distress: upon which, M. de Riche- 
lieu related all that lmd passed with u cool exactitude that 
enraged me still further, When he had finished, I said, 
M Well, mndnmo la murdchalc, and what is your opinion 
of nil this ?>» 


a ll\um my word, my dear countess, B answered madamo 
do Mirepoix, you have ample cause for complaint, but 
Mill this poor duke is not so culpable ns you imagine 
him to be. Me has large expenses to provide for; and 
to obtain the money requisite for them lie is compelled 
to took to bis majesty, whose favor ho desires to win 
by administering to his pleasures. w 

“Airis I a replied the duke, “can you believe that but 
for the pressure of unavoidable circumstances I would 
have separated myself from my nephew and my fair 
friend there ? H 


SO 
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“Como, come, M cried the nmrtlehulo, n \ must restore 
peace and harmony between you. Am fur you, my lord 
duke, bo a true and loyal subject; ami you, my sweet 
countess, use your best endeavors to prevail on the kin# 
to befriend and assist his faithful servant. M 

I allowed myself to be manured like a child; and 
instead of Herulehinj.;- the face of M, de Kielielieu, 1 
obtained for him a «rant of 100,000 livres, which the 
court banker duly counted out to him, 
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utory N’rimik— Mitiliuno Jhillnnl— The inm&lmlo do Luxom- 
«'« of Uie nmitVlmlo—The ambiiBHador, Bcuu- 

•link rihJ Uio ritiu do Clmultusi— The comto <V Aranda —Louto 
nud hln raUcH-- The nl»l*6 do llomivalB— Ilia Bcrmontt— Ho la 
luted tdwhop, 

iu'n I related to comto Jean my reconciliation with 
the duo do Richelieu, and the Bum which this 
treaty hud coat mo, my brother-in-law Hew Into the 
violent fury; he styled the mardulml a plunderer 
» public treasury, Well may the scripture tell us 
« the nmto In our neighbor's eye, but regard not 
emu which Is in our own eye. I was compelled 
[.lose silence on comto Jean, or In the height of his 
le would liuvo offered some Insult to the old nuu'6- 
who already most heartily disliked him for the 
nrity wf bin tone and manner towards him. I did 
my power to keep those two enemies from coming 
h other's way, counselled to that by the mardchalc 
repolx, whose lino of polities was of the most pa- 
irtiuro; besides I had no inclination for a war car- 
it in my Immediate vicinity, and, for my own part, 
from wishing to harm any one, I quickly forgave 
affront offered to myself, 

hold! I perceive I am running on quite smoothly 
own praise. Indeed, my friend, it is woll I have 
that office upon myself, for I fear no one clao 
undertake it, The most atrocious calumnies have 
invented against me; I have been vilified both 
Me and verse ; and, amongst the groat number of 
is on whom I have conferred the greatest obligations, 
hm been found with sufficient courngo or gratitude 
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Umiie will urn vo from Clmntoloup; martnmo du Dolfcuit 
Will Ik, in <l-i p ulllirlii ,n, n,iil tl,u vlrtuun mul umial.lo 
qiinlilii'H nf tin, u, a will l», u; £„ mish HubjcctH 

of onnverMuUuu.” 

" H waa than a singularly engaging animal, I presume?” 

On the contrary, one of the most stupid, disugroc- 
uhh^aml duly creulmvs of U» kind; but ntiU it was 
the cat of umduino do Luxembourg,” 

And alter Udrt lunoral oration the inurdehulo and my- 
self burnt into a violent fit, of laughter. 

When Die king joined us, .1 acquainted him with this 
death, and my conversation with tho nmrdchalo. Uuia 
XV. listened to my recital with mi air of gravity; when I 
hud Unwind, ho said, 

" r,H; unity is admirably adopted for satis- 

fyinj.f the request of one of my retinue, one of the best- 
hcmlcd crcatuivu, and at tho same time one of tho silliest 
men in the kingdom.” 

M beg your pardon, sire,*' oriod I, « but what is his 
name? For the. deseripliou is so general, that I fear lest 
I should bo at a loss to recollect of whom you arc 
speaking," 

“ Vim mo very ill-natured, »* cried Louis XV., «and I 
hanlly know whether you deserve to be gratified by 
hearing the name of the pour gentleman: however, I will 
toll It to you; lie is called Corbin do la Chevrolluric. A 
few days since Huh simple young man, having solicited an 
audience, informed me, that he was desirous of marrying a 
rich heiress, but that the young lady’s family wore re- 
solved she should marry no one who was not previously 
employed as mi amlnmiiador. f expressed my surprise at 
so strange a caprice, but tho poor fellow endeavored to 
vindicate bin bride's relations, by stating that they wore 
willing to consider him as my ambassador if I would only 
commission him to carry some message of compliment 
or condolence. Accordingly 1 promised to employ him 
upon the occasion of the first death or marriage which 
should take place in a ducal family. Now, I think I cannot 
do bettor than make him tho bearer of my inquiries 
after tho mnr&hak do Luxembourg.” 
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Thin idea struck imt as highly mniming, und I mums 
dlutely dispatched u wrvnut t«» miumitm M. d»* hi Oha- 
vrollcrlo to the presence of the king. Thi« being done, 
that gentleman presented himself with nil the dignity 
and importuned of one who felt that n mission of Jdgh 
moment was about to lie entrusted to him. 

His majesty charged him to depart immediately to the 
house of madamu do Luxembourg, and to convey Ida 
royal master*}! sincere eondolemes for the heavy Umn 
she had sustained in nmdanm Hrillaut, 

M. Corbin do la Chevrollerlo departed with much pride 
and self-eomplaceney upon his embassy; he returned in 
about half an hour. 

“Siro,” cried lie, M Imve fulfilled ymtr royal pleasure 
to madamo de Luxembourg, She desires me to thank 
you moat Humbly for your gracious eondmimndon ; she 
is in violent distress for tins severe loss she has experi- 
enced, and begged my excuse for quitting me nmldeulv, 
as she had to superintend the Muffing of the demoted.** 
“The stuffing! M exclaimed the king; M surely you mean 
the embalming?" 

"No, sire,” replied the nmha«mnh«r, gravely, “the stuff, 
ing. 8 

"Monsieur ih la ChevrolUuie/ tried f, bursting into a 
violent fit of laughter, « do yon know In what degree of 
relationship the deceased madamu Hrillaut mockI to mn* 
dame do Luxembourg? 8 

"No, madam," Topiled tins imtbas$udor, gravely, M but I 
believe she wns her aunt, for 1 heard mm of the females 
in waiting any, that this poor madamo Hrdlaui was very 
old, and that she had lived with her mi si mm* during the 
last fourteen years. 8 

Tints finished this little jest. However, Lmibt XV 
who was extremely kind to all atmti him, mtmMy those 
In his Hervlco, shortly after recompensed his simple, 
mlntlod nmbiiBHiukip, by Inmutlnff him with a wimmiwmm 
at once profitable and honorable. 

Another event which took place at this period, caused 
no less noise than the death of madams BrllUmt At 
this time, mademoiselle Mosnarcl was, for her many 
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charms of miiul and person, the general rage throughout 
Paris. Courticrn, lawyera, ImnkcrR, and citizens crowded 
alike to oiler their homage. Frail as fair, mademoiselle 
Mesnard received all kindly, and took with gracious 
smiles the rich gifts showered upon her by her various 
adorers. Thu first noblemen of the court, knights of 
the different orders, farmers. general, all aspired to 
the honor of mining themselves for her. ftho had al- 
ready satisfied Urn ruinous propensities of at least a dozen 
of lovers, when Hu? due do Chaulnes entered the lists, and 
was fortunate enough to eclipse all his rivals. Ho might 
long have enjoyed the preference thus obtained, but for 
an net of the greatest imprudence of which a lover could 
ho guilty. Ifo was m indiscreet as to invito several of 
his most intimate friends to sup with himself and Ma- 
demoiselle Mesnard. Amongst the number was Caron 
de Heaumarehais, a man possessed of the grace of a 
prime and l ho generous profusion of a highwayman. 
Caron de lieaumiuvlmiM Httraeted the fancy of tho fickle 
mademoiselle Mesnard, a mutual understanding was soon 
established between them, and in a snug little cottage 
surrounded by beautiful grounds In the environs of Pbrc 
la Chaise, (ho enamored lovers frequently met to ex- 
change their soft vows. 

Happily the deity who presided over tho honor of 
the duke was carefully watching their proceedings. 
This guardian angel was no other than mndnmo Duver* 
ger, his former mistress, who, unable to hear tho deser- 
tion of her noble admirer, hud vowed, in tho first burst 
of rage and disappointment, to have revenge sooner or 
later upon her triumphant rival. With this view she 
spied out all the proceedings of mademoiselle Mesnard, 
whose stolen interviews and infidelity she was not 
long In detecting; she even contrived to win over a 
femme dr thumb* r t by whose connivance she was en- 
abled to obtain possession of several letters containing 
irrefragable proofs of guilt, and theme she immediately 
forwarded to (lie due do Chaulnes. 

This proud and haughty nobleman might have par- 
doned his mistress had she quitted him for a peer of 
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tho realm mid hia equal, 1ml, to he supplanted j,v a 
mere limn of huniuer.M, an author, too! the disgrace was 
Leo horrible for endurance. The lover tl«- w to 

lleaunmrelmht, ami reproached him bitterly with his 
treachery; the latter sought to deny flu* charge, hut 
the duke, losing all rsdfqtosse’;si»»u, tlirew the leUer-j in 
Ida face, calling him a h mm liar. At this insult, Hemo 
marelmitf, who, whatever Ida enemies may May of him 
wan certainly not deficient in courage, demanded instant 

sutisfudion. The dnke, hy way of mmwvi, Mei^.-d the man 

of It-Ll, era by the collar, ile.mmmvhah railed his S er» 
vaulK, who, in their turn, Nummoued the guard, whieh 
Hi»eedtly arrived accompanied by the eommimuuv, mt \ 
with much dinieully they succeeded in removing \t. de 
(dmulnes (who appeared to have entirely |o«t hi* tva» 
non) from the mom. 

The conduct of the duke appeared to lrn completely mil 
of place, and lie would certainly have answered for it 
within the walla of the Huddle, had md his family made 
tfrcut, intercession for him. t hi the other hand, J!emi< 
mureluun, who eagerly availed himself of every opportunity 
of writing lueiunrialH, composed one on the wuhieet of 
i n quarrel with M. de t'haulues, complaining that a great 
iioblemnn had dared to force himself im„ |, iM i Ul|l ^ UU( , 
ay forcible Imndn on him, nu though he were n thief or a 
felon. I he whole of the pamphlet which related m this 
ftlTmr was admirably written, mid, like the "limber of 

l\° V !*’ m '^ m ! hy f >h,,u ^y Mnuv4k‘ Vi in. However, 

1 tU,n Jf fmUn, » ,,ml lim due de la Vrillifcro, the rovorn 
enemy of men of wit and talent, caused lleaunmreham to be 
immediately confined within Fort !'ICv6*p,e. So that the 

offend' Vmy WM mmk ia m ^ r [)w Penally of the 

frnm « U . Hiinu; J’ tnr Cnm bs de Fuemte$, ambassador 
on Spain to the court of lamia XV., took leave of u«. 

; W yqnm| by the corn to rFAramla, who wm in a 

JZi r With M% m >*" 1 WMlws thin nobkmnn 

arrived preceded by n highly filtering mmmkm in the 

Suim a nnl , li| I "“ l jh5tl M,nr,!elml Uw dcmtrnetion of the 
J ’ nml thin was entitling him to no umall thanks and 
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praises from encyclopedists, Every one knows those two 
lines of Voll aim's 

« Antmiii tittns /' }\s /nit; n<' tnsiruixant /rx Jit/Mns\ 

A /’ in/ ui si turn vient nV rotfner h'x ailcxA 

Thu simplicity of com to d* Aranda indenmiliod us in 
Homo degree for Urn haughty superciliousness of his pred- 
ecessor. A It hone'll no longer young, ho still preserved 
all the lono and vigor of his mind, and only the habit 
which appeared to have boon born with him of reflecting, 
gave 1 dm 11 slow mnl measured tone in speaking. His 
reserved and embarrassed manners were but ill-eulculatcd 
to show the man as h« really was, and it rcc^uiroil all the 
advantages of intimacy to see him in his true value. You 
may nttaeh so murh more credit to what I say of this in- 
dividual, as T eun only add, that ho was by no means one 
of my best friends. 

Wlim lamia XV. heard of the nomination of the coin to 
d'Arand.i to the embassy from Spain to France, ho ob- 
served lo me, 

" 'rim king of Spain gels rid of his Chohaml hy sending 
him to 1111'." 

"Then why m«t billow so excellent an example, sire?” 
replied I ; M nnd since your Choiseul Is weary of Chanto- 
Ump, why not command him upon some political errand to 
the court of Madrid." 

n Heaven preserve me from such a thing,* exclaimed 
Louis XV. ” Such u man as lie is ought never to quit 
the kingdom, and I have been guilty of cimsiderahlo over- 
sight to leave him the liberty of so doing. But to return 
to com tod' A rand as holms Homo merit I understand; Htill 
I like not that, class of persons around me; they are in- 
exorable censors, who condemn alike every action of my 
life.* 

However, not Urn king’s greatest enemy could lmvo 
found fault with ids manner of passing his leisure hours. 
A great part of each day was occupied in a mysterious 
manufacture of cases for relics, and one of his vnfats 
(k named Turpigny, was intrusted with the 

comm Mon of purchasing old shrines and reliquaries; 
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ho caused tho sacred hemes, or whatever e!-.e t}„ n . , n 
tain, to be taken out by Grundelut*, one of Uh ulnnnit-^ 
ro-adjustod, and then returned to new twe* TUvn* 
reliquaries wore distributed hy him to his dmmhtm* It 
aiiy Indies of the court of ^eut m*k m» * iv!r»K*r*\| |,u v 
WJien X heard of this T mentioned it to tl lr . ^ w { 
wished at first to conceal the fact; hut, ns he was 

mUUiQ 1 t f(u«t BUlHMHl ° l tU%U,,>S<? ’ 1,0 WM in ml- 

K I trust, sire , n said X, "that yon will bestow „„„ 
your prettiest and hest-arran^ed ndl'jiMi-ir* mi me * 

No no » returned he, hastily, -that cannot l H n“ 

And why not?" asked X. 

Because, » answered he, it would hr *duf,,| of me 

4 ,2‘. ' " ln '">• »»i i. .i,„n 

- ™",r ; a; ; *.y- 

stt s 5s 5 :■ is:, i ■ •: 

:s..rs,“sr 

-SStSrSri;;;" -* *-»> 

ho oven wont so far mi i * "r U * tltoomwii; 

of which to \Z Z imrhn *«y u.i» K i 

no moans belonged to W,,M ' h r 

wore mnplo Mounds for " ri «ltftnm : i» f itc( , U «, w 

Tho court oponly exnruH-mrl 10 l * ,e 

clnoity, and \J t " tZZ'T'" Z ,W * 
tho Hvoly chnerin it 1 * m,t eidnciriir 

it, Louis XV. doolnrod n T 

1,0 appeal, that this nlllid i,nrl T'", wllW ' ,her * *« 
that those who had been 1 " Hre J ’ Bonn hi* duty, and 

anco of theirs, woukUlo JeM * C f“ p " I , 1 0 "* 1,1 ll,B perform- 
Tltta was not'all; uL cn«ni ft^T l"' 

KJ'and almoner, refused to * ", Rw:lm Aymon, Ida 

Beauvais to the bbLnrln . l "’ n<m > ln *<l°n of M. 

beI "«r nobly descended. ‘ ° r prete * t ot hl « not 
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do Iluyuim, bishop of ( ‘nreussono, rt prelate ot irre- 
proachable idiarnelor, was deeply distressed to find that 
the want ..f birth would exdude M. de Beauvais from the 
di^nitiea of bin holy profession, He went to discuss 
the manor with the grand almoner, who again advanced 
Ida favorite plea for winding M. do Beauvais. «My 
lord, w replied M, de lh.-y.mrt, "if I Imlloved that nobility 
of dem ent were the ehief requisite for our advancomont 
in our blessed calling, I would trample my crosier under 
fool, and renounce for over all church dignities.” 

M. do Hoy nmi Nought dm king, and loudly complained 
hi him of the infatuation and obstinacy of M. do la 
Uoeho Aymon. Iambi XV, however commanded that 
M. de Beauvais should appointed to the first vacant 
see, and when the grand almoner repealed Jus objections 
to the preferment, the king answered, w Monsieur lo car- 
dinal, in the days of onr hkwd Saviour Urn apostles had 
no need to present their genealogical tree, duly witnessed 
ami attested, U ii my pleasure to make M. do Beau- 
vais a hi'vhop; hr that end the discussion of the matter,” 

The command wm 1mm peremptory to admit of any 
VMiinm hut instant and entire mtbmimikm, 



C 1 1 A I'TK \i X XXIII, 

M. D— 11 tun) niinlitmi' # f<f , rw . 

«"«l Hie Imll wife ,.r Uii-.iWu. •ii:, v 

Uio Icing— - TI*t«Ir tr»«h* ,£""4 !” 

1« Vfllil&ro l<» dm vunuum lU ^ K**,.... ‘ " 

A *"*'7 th ?} n Y H " f 1 h “H *** wfo, m , h * 

H cliHUn K m«!,«a hu gently, ih,.i ho Mlll w 

_ rank of n gontkn.nm of Hit* l*,h < M "I * .ofoda! 

t hui charge the willing of im*,kih» 4 for whfoh » w fool Pll{ , 

m, Wl ft 1 * mm !,iti 'vhh >y lUui^Uir 

Ihw oMtuemuil pagu wan funm .l M u « tv j„, ’ 

l ° t ft,nittbl « wlt “ Vitriol! »iul <W,. k,Mwi n fo r »,/ u ' 

mo iwuully Junt imUerntoiiil, oml j,a2ik,-4 „ r 5 fo. m wiu , „ • 

utnwwt imllRewilon. II.11 ihk fo r fo.n/l 

jjny injury in the oy,n of ih» w«tM Wl |* *rvH * \„ Z 

s - w 

:::;n :£Err^ 

over tlio Imll. . ’ ’ ,W " ro cl,!n, ‘' 1 y, || MW . 

with' thu 1 >ii iu>o 0 a” 1 j'" ‘ "V,’ '" ' tmliipit 

tho little l ornw a! m i ] °* ‘" ,l! 

Btituto M 1) f Ki,Vft ,liw * l«nl Or # „„|, 

,7 * hood foam 

! KJ tho 80le mm\mv of ft | lwir| 

oy and glory, Ho found h, 
vo do revenged. 

Now the prince do h\ TrimoufiiA u» 
mademoiselle Hubert, « n fll J 
extraordinarily aHly, Xf s : ' ' 4,im ® irr * 


tM:l, l hill lw 



very pn»uy and 
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<4,11.1 .... “ .'mill! In olfor my (Uirvfcea tn you 
Ik tin. mini., way Hint M. ,1,, la Tvininuill,, | m „ his 

t„ iiiiuliiiuK il«- Mlinm', wilh whom I was cm cxcccdliurlv 

iiititmiUt lennj;." h 3 


M’lu’ tier vices of young l) —. n were Rt . CO pj; ft{ i an( | j, e 
was lm|i|iv. II,' tin'll wailv l„ his f„„ m . r mililtuw) „j 
(luitniiniuim I,i);iv„ Imt a fills simwo atlaol.mont 
he- 1m. I vh.ll.,,1 ma.I.-nmlHrlh, I.uhc-rl, that 1m mi M lit leaves 
her at Msuw l.i vmsivo Um visits of this iirimso du la 
Tiimnuil!*', 


,h ' stung to tho quick, quarrel led 

\vilh tho yvUuv, who wan ext ensively enraged with hm 
rival j ami there mtuiidy \v«»nltl have hern an altair 
hflwren the •*« two gemlrmwi, had not the king preserved 
the ponce by midi ng Ida gentleman to St. iV.tcrnlmrg 
an iitfutik * 1 tii the embassy, M, J tt went to Russia, 
therefore, and mi Ida ivhini came to kcu me, and is now 
• me of the moat welcome and ngreeubla of the men of 
my private rir* le. 

An to madnme de Hlewaae, xlm continued to carry 
on the war in grand my!©, Her husband dying- slio 
married again rt iV*olfeh count, three pnrlH ruined, and 
wlm iqroddy dbodpajed the other quarter of his own 
fortune and the whole of Ida wife’s. Madame Rnmoskl 
then Attacked the rich men nf the day one after another. 
One alone »»tood out «Ki»im4. her; it was M. de In Garde, 
who had been one of my Admirer*. Madame Ramoski 
wrote to him; hr did iml mower. At length film de- 
termined on visit » him, and wrote 1dm a note, to say 
that Rha idtmiM rad upon him aIwuii nix o'clock in tho 
evening What did M de la Garde? Why ho gave a 
ball rm that very evening; mid, when mndmne Ramoski 
reached Id* hotel, *he found it iUmnimitcd. As ulie had 
como quite unprepared «tiu was compelled to return an 
®lio came, very di#emU 0 »ted!y, 

Ihtt to leave inadame de Blctttwtc and M. D— n, and 
to talk of my own ntnucni. We had at this period a 
very great alarm m the Chilean, caused by tho crime of 
a man, who preferred rather to a»awlnato life wife than 
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A pretty nhopkeeper of Kurt, mom d fmuhs-n, wlm 
lived in the rue do lit Moutn^iH* Dudm* d homy idee, hud 
recently married a woman mm h ymm^rr limit hbiumlf 
From the Petit Punt to lint run Mmuteurd, mm lumn 
Oaubcrt wan talked of for her lovely hire < im f beautiful 
/igurej Him wan the Yearns of Urn Kvrrylmriy 

paid court to her, hut trite lialeiird to mum „f her own 
rank, for her vanity m W Mcd that *he ilewrvetl juiit'w 
of a loftier rank. 

Her hm»band wan very jealmm, Ynforimmiely M t; mh 
hurt had for oomiin turn of Dm vah-H *,r the ihio thin 
man who knew Dm Mo of Id, «Mvr, rho^hi how 1m 
could beat turn his pretty eomdn to mo/omd, Ue Mmlm 

to hor of l"t, jfiMit'mitiij' nf I XV,. tl,„ 

of VciHailleH, and of Urn jmn wh«Vh her Imuuiv infilled 
icr to play there. In fuel, he so mummed Jm (urn Dm 
hoiitl of Him ymtiiK wmmn. »|„, in,,, 

11 1 >til V*; 111 " ,0 hl "K’« fcv,.r, e..„ W(U „ (l |y 
Ghft,tl < Umt «* i'i» »««><>) won = 11 . 1 . 1 .,,,.,- , 1 ,; 

tfonc, nmt told liar ilia affair ns ft w« sii« plrnml W |th 

j!" °?} ,W ^ lnlly " f il 1 | J ur, "Jf "'a, win i., I , iu|» 

. self "w. lo Dm .hop or I,,,,.. 

fo> 1 |,# r charming, nml »,«*. of h.-r , lm , u 

Villlifcro, mid both nprml i„ |(S , , 

mnjoaty, But haw lit procure llils portrait > II,, 
wan her very shadow, nml mn„r left t, rr . /., t ,„J 

him 'nml "'tho V* " h " tf ,tf 

in, und tho unforluniUe imm w «« „„ itl 

1 Itvfiquo, It wna not until Urn portrait w« , , , 

ho wna net nt liberty, , " <1 """ 

rtvriu T'Tf to hifl ,JB " W wlUujui triie»«lng M titer nto> 

hor nortralV»nhu i i n, | l> ? lh * 1 »'*« «»** b«d Iwd 

s zt 'tsrr 

Injury d '''“''l f”' 1 1,1,0 hi * "" 


Girard, a. fatal 
him of the 


thou mv Izmlt T lkm mnh 1 ^ 

..r.y:,,: > mmnt with our mmamimum. md 
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wot-lil; Mum- I I .•.mvii.w.t otherwise, A totter from 

[ 1 lhr '"'"' H m, '< l,1 «l Will, lliiitu own consent the 

k,n tr , whom tliy RnUnUl Ims desires to see thoo 

tins very ility. a in n misfortune, but wo must submit 
nn y tuiforti limn ml established ul Versailles, I shook! 

w,Hl1 . U, T. l " w " 1 ' mt! «»«« morn. You eun Invito 
emmm Diranl, too, lor I owe him something for what 
lit! Iimi dono fur * 

Tim ymm K wife promise, 1 to return and sco hor bus- 
Imml. 1 hut evening' ut the jiertormimeo nt tho court 
slm was wealed in tlm same box with the nummlao do 
Umgcim; llw kills'll pbum was directed towards hor tho 
whnUi time, und m. the tmnlnmiou of the spectacle it 
\v»h umumin t*i! to hi r, that «liu was to sleep at the 
chAtruu tin* ursi evening. Tim project was never realized. 

M he oral day, mvording to promise, the younjv wife 
went to I'm U with the valet. Site informed hor hus- 
hand of the muvma which hail befallen her, and he an. 
peared delighted, Dinner lming ready, they Healed 
themselves at table, ate and drank. Girard began to 
Inutfh at Ids cuunin for his complaisance, when Httddenly 
nil desire to jest left hint, lie experienced most horrible 
pviiuH, mid his eomnn differed m well na himself. 
" Wretches 1“ said (hiutari to them, « did you think I 
woidd brook dishonor ? No, no! j have deceived you 
hath the taller to wreak my vengeance. I am now 
Imjipy. Neithrj king nor valet shall ever possess my 
wife, 1 have jKibmmid you, and yon nnisit die." The two 
victim# implored hi# pity. " Vm," said he to Ida wife, 
“thy sultoriug* pain me, and 1 will frets you from them.” 
lie then plunged a knife to her heart ; and, turning to 
Girard, said, M At for thee, I hate thee too much to kill 
thee; die, 0 And he left him* 

Tim mm! day M. do Karlin cm came and told mo tho 
whole siory. lie had learnt them from the valet, who 
had survived hi® poisoning for somo hours. Gaubort 
wuld not but found, nnd it was feared that ho would at- 
tempt Mime desperate deed. No one dared mention it 
to lb© king, Inn the captain of the guards and the first 
gentleman in waiting t« m\ wry possible precaution; and 
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whoa Louis XV. uskctl for lh*.» y»mn^ bnsnsir wh*» W4 ,.,, j M 
bo hroujflil: lo him, limy loM him that *hit had din! >,i , 
violent distemper. Il w,i« tu«i until ^«mr fl;«y< aOmv.ir.bi 
that this terror whifli pervaded tlm ebote.su *yn*.rd, *p) is .,, 
had found Urn body of tlrn iiiibntMu.iite U.mb« t i mu u (r 
ImuiIch of (Ik! Heine. 

In Hpitu of wind hud jonwed, tho duo *fa 1 < Vrdlikie 
had the impudence In presem hinnmlf t-i J leriilrd 

1dm with disdain, reprouchintf him and g,, r u u ,j r 

conduct. Ho loft mu in ilmj^dr, and wr*de no- u u « f,,\ r 
lowing loiier* — 


Maj.amk U UdM r ■«ten< l .~.\W MMfjol IdiU m,<- ! k i n l-m 

m y , , m,lh »»* n« y"»‘ limy Imm k |ii» Th« m} , lt « Hv 

mu to do nmny things \vl»f*h Mir «.« ,*,.»• jj 1(N J # . 

whioh you Jmvo uti nll}*Miii«!y trailed on? i?*!*** , , 

Jum you, blit only to M n« **» wW . h 

« multi nmlm him dm imuo ip^k thau»« and *w„ a * fWt 

Km'Klvo n fiu. L lu vvbMi my 1,^1 t*,»* .m „W, , *, t , 
mi iiumlilo, mill mIo. 11 M .,i kmnv m»Mt I i* m „, Mr 

good graocn. 

Hulf A mmV!'iu r " mr ' llln "T" H m ***** h ' hUrnr> «H*« mv 

1 ? Wdoimy » W«H **♦« »m» «« 

n.fi* n "'. k 1 ,wt ' Ve ttM, y W, ‘ tb Hut Ot« r ,„*6 ,4 

an* 1 dint. It would to m.jmtt ,.f >,. tl ltt w * lm J mf '* 

*"*''*' 1 *** nw,, ■ *«i. 


I replied thus: 


(< Y<>ur letter, m.oiofour h ,!ur, 
words. I know ynu well, mid m 
up l « d»in Uino, (hut nmonpt ih» 
ruiietkMM wore Imposed upon pm 
u,om “* well tut to others, aim) ) 
upon {I bog of you to nunouiwa it 
nml, I am uonvlnced, n, p, 
hold, 

{< A» to imulamo tie Uuigeao, she 

you, and Umt is 1Kll m / h 

: f? bl,t Mmim 1 

win come from mush m am m Kim, 


iSoltei 

1 1 


pm 

ni f«m,f 


pm aUmul lo 


*ho *Cm9i Km towUr.* I* will 
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D f you, and do not again attempt measures which may compromise 
me. Do your business and leave me to mine. 

«I am, with all due consideration, 

<( Your servant, 

« COMTESSE DU BARRY.» 

I mentioned this to the king, who insisted on reconcil- 
ing me with le petit who came and knelt to me. 

I granted the pardon sought out of regard for Louis 
XV. ; but from that moment the contempt I felt for the 
duke increased an hundredfold. 

21 



CHAPTKK XXXIV. 

Cnnverantion wUh the king- *Miuiliig& of Hir* tumm d'Armta 
trlKUttrt—The place of holy of lo-nor ^‘I'lrn non iVlotlo do Mh«|*djc 

— TIu> tiuml,«HNO do Pmvahinler and mm«>hoio do Marry "«»• Thu 

oomtoBNO do l*\Mv«!t|»lor and nmdaeii* do M’<manU, 

T hic king whh much annoyed at the mdilTmmee I 
evinced Fur nil atuto hccivU, mul ltot|mntly ob- 
nerved to me, " You are nut «t all like mudmno do 
Pompadour: hIiu wmi never mlbdicd nohow *im know nil 
that wan going on, ami wmt pormitied lo take no active 
part In ovary tmnwuciion; xlm would freiptrmtly madd mo 
for not tolling her things of which 1 wuu myself igno* 
rant. She wan at the bottom of lint nnwt secret In* 
IrigutiH, ami watched ovary turn of my room own too, ins 
though aim nought to mad in my eyes the inmost thoughts 
of my in (ml. Never," continued the king, M(d woman 

moro onritoHlly desire supreme eomimmd; and m completely 
had aha learned to piny my jam, tout I have frequently 
Burp rifled her giving private iuwlimuimm to my ambrne 
Kadorw, differing altogether from wlmt I myself Imd dic- 
tated to them. Upon the same principle she maintained 
at varioua courts envoys and mimaier*. who acted by her 
orders, and in her name; slut even succeeded irt obtaining 
the frieiuhdtip of the grave and mintor* Mario Thdr&w, 
who ultimately carried her condole nsdon so far, ass only 
to addroHM the marchioness hy the title of ‘ eotmiu » and 
( dear friend. 1 I must confess, however, that those pm* 
cocdingM on the part of madam® do Pompadour were hy 
no meanti agreeable to me, and I even prefer yemr igno* 
ranee of politics to her iueewtiH interference with them.. 8 

IhiB was mid by Louis XV. upon the ocksmIoei of the 
approaching marriage of the comta d'Artote, the object of 
universal cabal and court intrigue to all but my»lf, who 
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preserved perfect tranquillity amidst the genera! excite- 
ment that prevailed. 

Various reasons made the marriage of this prince a 
matter of imperative necessity. In the first place, the 
open gallantry of the young count had attracted a crowd 
of disreputable personages of both sexes to Versailles, 
ami many scandalous adventures occurred within the 
chateau itself; secondly, a motive still more important in 
the eyes of Louis XV., originated in live circumstance of 
neither the marriage of the dauphin nor that of the comto 
de Provence having been blest with any offspring. Tho 
king began to despair of seeing any descendants in a 
direct line, unless Indeed heaven should smile upon tho 
wedded life of Urn comto d'Artolfl. Louis XV. disliked 
the princes of the blood, and the bare idea that the due 
d'Orleans might one tiny wield Ids sceptre would have 
been worse than death. 

Many atHauees were proposed for tho prince. Mario 
Jnsfepho, infanta of Spain, was then in her twentieth 
year, and consequently too old. Tho princess Marle- 
Franyoise - lUlmlilietino- Anne » IvUzaboth-Jiwhphe-Antonine- 
LaureiH'e-lgnaee‘'l‘hdrhse-(Uvrlrude*Marguerite-RoKO, etc., 
ole., of Portugal, although younger than tho first-men- 
tioned lady, was yet considered its past tho ago that 
would have rendered her a suitable match for so youthful 
a bridegroom. The daughter of any of tho electoral 
houses of nermany was not considered an eligible match, 
and the pride of tho house of Bourbon could not stoop 
to so ignoble an alliance. There was no alternative left 
therefore, but. to return to the house of Savoy, and take 
u sister of the camione de Provence, This proposal 
wan well received by Um royal family, with tho exception 
of the dauphine**, who dreaded the united power and 
influence of the two slslem, if circumstances should over 
direct it against herself or her wishes; and I heard from 
goad authority, that both the imperial Marie Thdrbso and 
her daughter made many remonstrances to tho king upon 
Urn subject. *Th© empress, M said Louis XV., one day, 
w believes that things are still managed hero as jn tho 
days of the marquis tie Pompadour and the due do 
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Choisoul, Thank heaven, I tun n*« lunger under the 
dominion of my friend and her pemuMitur '’mu I M j m u 
follow my own inclinations, mid consult, in Urn marriage 
of my grandson, (ho interests of France father limn those 
of Austria.” 

Tito little alien lion paid by I.oum XV. to Urn reprts 
Mentations of Mario Thdrfcso furnished my nn mU ?« with 
a fresh pretext for venting their xplreu. They moused 
mo of having boon bribed by the tmiui Turin, which 
ardently desired n second alliance with Frame, I wm 
moat tin justly accused, for I tan with truth affirm, that 
the comto do la Marmora, nnilntsMiilur from Fmlim'nt to 
I’ariH, neither by word nor deed made any attempt to 
toroat mo in Ida mimm The king was the first person 
wim informed me of the contemplated marriage, and my 
only fault (if it could be called one) wa* ha vine a in 
proved of the mutch. 1 

More than one intrigue wan set on font, within the 
chateau to separate the princes. Many wore the attempt* 
to mow the Heeds of diwaenniim betwwu the dauphin and 
tho comto d’ArtoiM, an well m to embroil the dauphin 
with ^ monsieur, The first attempt proved abortive, but 
the faction against mmsh-ur succeeded m far m to 
cite a JftHling jealousy and mistrust in the mind of Marie 
Antoinette. This princess wm far from con tempi a ling 
the marriage of the comic d'Ariofa with any fcDling* of 

S Tl V h * n ,w Mw ‘l«w became a mother, 

, ' 1 1 "" tho foolIn K « Of n yuimir ami affretl.jm.te 

lom't. Hoiwon did not. however, idways deny her lha 
boon she so ardently desired, J 

vailed 1 im!!,i 1 ^J ulUy bo,,ttVO ,,mt tho tmm Anxiety pro- 
vailed upon the occasion of ihU approaching marrtoiro 

comto C do°Prmft Ut l,m . miiana ot t5, e dauphin and the 
tlio ambliL TTSf nblnl " 11,0 w * P* Md place, 

ho 0 Iw ! m , "S™?* par * ru ‘ M t,,8m *"»« In 

on mv b u ° f tta ,,0w| v married rmlr. Wfohht* 
uroof^nf*' 1 attor th(J mardchale tlo Mirepoix n 

mo I ImdL ! f 8U,t,0 t |0 " * l>« friendship toward, 

q bor whothw a superior cmploym§nt 
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about the pmwm of the comtesao d'Artois would bo 
agreeable to her? 

“Alus I my clear creature,* replied tho good-natured 
murdehulo, “ I am too old now to hear tho toil and con- 
imonumt oC any sorvico. Thu pent of lady of honor would 
suit mo excellently well ns far as regards tho income 
attached to ii, but by no moans agree with my inclina- 
tions as far ns discharging its functions goon. You aoe 
I am perfectly candid with you. Listen to mo; if you 
really wish to oblige me, you can do this— -give tho title 
to another, and bestow the pecuniary part of tho engage- 
ment on me, In that; manner you will bo able to gratify 
two peiHonH at the name time.” 

*M will endeavor,* said I, “to moot your wishes as far 
um X possibly can, and you may he assured that you shall 
derive some advantage from this marriage.* 

And t kept my word by shortly after obtaining for the 
umrdchula a sum of 50,000 livres; a most needful supply, 
for the poor mardelmle had to ro-furnish her house, her 
present liUingn-up being no longer endurable by tho eye 
of modish taste: she likewise received an augmentation 
of 90,000 livres to her pension. This proceeding was 
highly acceptable to her, and the king afforded Ids as- 
sistance with the bent possible grace. Ho could be 
generous, and do tilings with a good grace when he 
pleased. 

Tho refusal of the mardchnle, which it was agreed wo 
should keep secret, obliged me to cast my eyes upon n 
worthy substitute, and I at length decided upon selecting 
tho com tense do Faradquier, tt lady who possessed every 
charm which can charm and attract, joined to a faultless 
reputation; and, setting wide her strict intimacy with 
myself, tho court (envious m it is) could find no fault 
with her. I was convinced she would not bo long in 
acquiring an ascendency over tho mind of the princess, 
mid I was equally well assured she would never turn 
this influence, against myself; this was a point of no 
small Importance to me. 

Madame do PorcsJqufar most ardently desired the place 
of lady of honor, without flattering herself with any hopes 
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nl; obtaining il,j amt, nut liking H: ,fc m „ ^ u \y f 1(| ,, 
alio applied lu Hu* dm; tie tVval. j irk t ,, rc * 

that Hlic had koir; to Work in an rnnd$*m-»i ut-aoiiH-r 
and in tmwqucmce wrote her Urn Mlmvin# nui, : . .. 

<arAMAM,.“" I urn ttivnrft Hint you mo <M»hu 4 *.r o^^i n . Ulo . , 
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knew not that this woman, so light and trifling- in ap- 
pearance, was capable of one of those lively and sincere 
attachments, which neither time nor change of fortune 
could destroy or diminish. She had a particular friend, 
a madame Boncault, the widow of a stockbroker, and she 
was anxious to contribute to her well-doing. With this 
view she solicited of me the place of lady in waiting for 
this much-esteemed individual. Astonished at the re- 
quest X put a hasty negative on it. 

«I£ you refuse me this fresh favor,® said madame de 
Forcalquier, <( you will prevent me from profiting by your 
kindness to myself.® 

(< And why so?® inquired I. 

«I owe to madame Boncault,® answered she, <( more 
than my life; I am indebted to her for tranquillity, 
honor, and the high estimation in which the world has 
been pleased to hold me. I have now an opportunity of 
proving my gratitude, and I beseech of you to assist my 
endeavors.® 

(< But tell me, first,® cried I, <( what is the nature of 
this very important service you say madame de Boncault 
has rendered you; is it a secret, or may I hear it?® 

« Certainly,® replied the countess, (< although the re- 
cital is calculated to bring the blush of shame into my 
cheek. Are wo alone, and secure from interruption?® 

I rang and gave orders that no person should he suf- 
fered to disturb us; after which madame de Forcalquier 
proceeded as follows: — 

(< I was scarcely seventeen years old, when my parents 
informed me that they had disposed of my hand, and that 
I must prepare myself to receive a husband immediately. 
My sentiments were not inquired • into, nor, to : confess 
the truth, was such an investigation usual, or deemed a 
matter of any import. A young female of any rank has 
no voice in any transaction till the day which follows 
her marriage; until then her wishes are those of her 
. family, and her de sires bounded by the rules of worldly 
etiquette. I had scarcely conversed twice or thrice with 
my future lord, and then only for a fe\v. minutes at a 
time, before he conducted me to the foot of the altar, 
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there to pronounce, the solemn vow which Ismml me his f«»p 
life, I had scarcely seen him, ami Imrety knew whether 
lie was agreeable or disagreeable. He was neither ymmg 
nor old, handsome nor ugly, pleasing nor displeasing] 
just one of those persons of whom the wmld is prim i* 
pally composed; one of those men who enter or leave 
a saloon without the slightest curiosity bring excited re- 
spooling him. I had been told that \ ought to )mvo my 
husband, and accordingly I taught myself to do so; hut, 
scarcely lmd tho honeymoon waned, than my tickle pan. 
nor transferred his affect hunt from me to one of my 
attendants; and to such a height did Ida guilty passion 
carry him, that ho quitted his home for July, carrying 
with him tho unfortunate victim of his seductive m j,' 
It was during his absence that I first Iwcunm acquainted 
with madanio Bmteuult; alio was my own ago, n«td 
equally unfortunate in lier domestic life; the maw tests 
griefs, and a groat similarity of temper and diaiw^tmn 
soon united us In tlm bond* of the f< »me*t friendship- 
but as she possessed a stronger and more remmmddo 
inind than I did, trite forgot her own sorrow.?* to admin* 
istor to mine. However, if the whole truth must ho 
owned, I ought to confess that my chief emmriathm was 
derived from a young cumin of my own, who freely 
lavished upon me that unbounded a Reel ion 1 would fain 
havo sought from my husband. 

“Moiinwhilo, wanrJcd of hh folly, thi* l«» w niurned; 
mul, nfter lmyln K tnmsfomnl hte capriem,,, f,„. , 0 (ll 

mat hull a clown mi»ir«««, lm where |,o «huul,l 

lmvobejrun by muichlng liliiwelf U. her, who, m his wife, 
lmd ovary claim to hla hw.m K o, Mon am nnKcmmt.il, le 

roUnnmT', “! ," Uf ° l ' ll " WUel >' f " r h«»Uut4 hl» 
lotmnoil tou Into; my heart was too entirely mVtl u, 

oatoro him to tlmt place he had « haMily y.M My 

nffiocUona worn no longer mine to bwiow, Inn oqunlly 

~ “ *-■* « 

t« Mdu «,« J.MMU 

immeaifttoly removed with me to a f 
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“However, my emiKin (whom my husband was fur from 
suspecting) mitt nmdamo ikmcuult accompanied mo in my 
retreat ; there myself and my admirer, moro thrown to- 
holier l! »uu we lmd been at Darin, begun insensibly to 
lay aside the restraint we had hitherto imposed on our 
iiu'linaUoiiH, and commenced a train of imprudences which 
would quickly have betrayed m bud not friendship watched 
over um. Tim excellent mudumo Jinncault, in order to 
nave, my reputation, look ho little cave to preserve her own, 
that M. tin ForeaUpder wan completely caught by her 
mumeitvre. One morning, ilndiug mo alone, ho said, 

K * Madam, I am by no means satisfied with what is 
going tm here. Your friend in wholly devoid of shame 
and modesty; she haw been with us but one short fortnight, 
and la now the open and confessed mistress of your 
cousin.* 

Sir,* exclaimed I, trembling for what was to follow, 
‘you are, you must lie mistaken; the tiling is impossible. 
Madame Uomauli is incapable — * 

* 1 Nmwtmae, madam,* replied M. do Forculquier; ‘I 
know what 1 am saying. Kovond things have induced 
me to suspect for a long while what I now assort with 
perfect confidence of its truth; but if you are still in* 
credulous, behold Hum proof of guilt which I found just 
nmv in your cousin"# chamber. * 

“So Haying, my husband put into my hands a letter 
written by my cousin evidently to Romo female In the 
chftumu, whom he solicited to admit him that evening 
to the maud place of rendeavous, where he flattered him- 
«df their late mhuinderaUmdiug would bo cleared up, 
a After having read, or, to apeak more correctly, guessed 
at ilm content* of ibis fatal letter, I conjured my hus- 
band to replace it where he had found it, lest his guests 
should suspect him of having dishonorably obtained pos- 
session of their secret. He quitted me, and I hastened 
in aeardi of my friend; I threw myself on my knees be- 
fore her, and related all that had panned, accusing myself 
of the basest amlfl«hneM in having consented to save my 
honor at the oxpenaft of here; then riling with renewed 
courage, I declared my Intention of confessing my im- 



33 ° 


MEMOIRS OK JEANNE VAVniiUKWM 


prudonoo to my husband, Madame Homanlt wit hh» hi mv 
( I)o you doubt my regard for you?* naked who - ‘if in- 
deed you do jiistit u to toy smeetv mm bun nt b» V t»n 
permit mo to make till;: one surrfluo tor y*«m* 

Leave your husband at liberty to mimum ’hi* jn.-nit 
KusptoionH respecting mo, lml grant me ,.u» >„ v , m| . 

turn. Speak to your eommt; re*pie?»t him t., tpbi tj„, 
cliAtcmt, for ahmtld 1m remain the truth will be dimiy. 
cued, and then, my friend, you are |n»i pant my emleav» 
ora to nave you. 1 

“Loan generous limit mmlnino Ilomault, ( romieutod m 
follow Iter ad vine. However, f have never forgotten her 
generous devotion; and now that the npimrimiity haw 
proHeniod itself of proving my gratitude, I br^reh of 
you, rny dear counltw, to aid me in the di«di urge of mv 
debt of gratitude.” ,r 

Ah mudamti do Foreuhpiier ftnbhed speaking i threw 
my ho If into Iter nruiM. "Front this moment/ tried I 
mndamo lloneault is my dear and r«teemed frotWt; 
and if I have any influence over the mind »f the king 
ulie shall be appointed lady in waiting to ».i«r young 
prinecHH, Rich a woman i« * ummttv, and I Imririily 
thank you for having mentioned her to nw* * 
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Marring of nuiriimio Bmuruult-'-Tho comto do Bourbon Buttsot— > 
Murrlugo of comto inhirglciun’t^DlNgMcooC tho comto do Brogllo 
IIo Ik replaced l»y M, Lomoino — Tho king complains of onmii— 
Convoi'Kiitloim on Iho subject**-* Entry inlo PaiIh. 

S i ' it h nf tho merit of matlomo Boneault, and tho many 
eulogliimn I bestowed oil her whilst relating her 
Malory to tho king, I could not immediately obtain 
the post madamo do Foreulquier had requested for this 
paragon of friends. His majesty replied to mo by say- 
ing, that no doubt so many virtues merited a high reward, 
but that tyro mndnmo Boneault could bo appointed lady in 
waiting to his granddaughter, she must bo presented at 
court under some other nurno than tho one she now bore. 
« Oil, if that bo all, sire,” replied I, <( it will soon be 
effected. Ladies who have tho good fortune to possess a 
rich dowry and powerful friends need never look far for 
a choice of husbands. Only let madamo Boneault have 
reason to reckon upon your patronage, and sho will have 
no lack of admirers.” 

The king, always randy to oblige mo, caused it to bo 
understood throughout the chiltaau that ho was desirous 
of seeing muduma Boneault well established, as he had 
it in contemplation to confide to her a place of great 
trust. Immediately ft score of suitors presented them- 
selves; the preference was given to the comto do Bourbon 
Btisaet as tho person moat calculated in every respect to 
answer our purpose; he possessed elegant manners, an 
unblemished reputation, and ft descent so illustrious as to 
be traced even to the reigning family. No sooner were 
the celebrations of this marriage over, than I procured 
the formal appointment of madamo do Bourbon Busset 
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to tho post of Indy in wailing |o tin- new Thin 

nomination tended j;i'enity t.. i>t«.w# ■!>.• |,( K |, .... 
entertained of tho j tiiiyi mi* 1 1 1, and dhn riiiiiimthm of |j„, 
comtesmi do Fiuviil.|uii*r, nml ,v..u may r»,H v Mirv.- f„, m 
tho friendship I horo thin holy, that I lolly , „,.*r, a 
hoi* triumph on tho m-ctiMiim. 

Whim tho eomlesso do llmiilinn Hu>.«rt e.,,,,., |,i ir-iotn 
mo her acknowledgments for what [ had ,|.„.o 
accompanied it will, a ivqiioit for a j, 
oil my pmt! thin wan to ol.tnlit f„ r hot hn»baml u,,, 
titlo of duko and peer. Am.nli« K |y I =„. .r. 
wishes to tho 1(111^ nlwm-iiiK at the time , ( „ w v 
mirprhmtr It was that one m nearly related the 
Bourbon should not have readied the h , „f the 
c uoa patiMifOt to width lands XV. replied, that he had 

blood, of whom there were ipilu, mnhvit- | r ,..|, t 

! 1 1 wlthnut l ll f ll| ir tlm illegitimate 

foot "(ft that laiinii XIV. had (writ a mini. lent wniuiuj. 

of ho folly of uiiltnir U« Indiiljpiiily lowat.U ihe« UlM 

who w« only so ninny mUlitionnl rm ,„|.., , ho r „ j 
aulhoilty, fo all this I iittswered, that jt W(t , rml L 
ting, to treat tho family of Hmtrlwn Biiwoi. Innwver 

loUMd"^* M K 11 - e lt!l “ riKi "' M It merely l»e. 

wore a “a! in, T" if'""' T ! ’" >l 

wind » Mv Vh It |,rov ", rl ’ * 1 KM f. the 
v net. Mj Hands recommended me imt 

object, «ml tho matter ended .here, U.JJ TJZ 

to amooth tlm refusal as mud, „ p 

M. do Bon, 'hem Buw«e tho „p,s, I, ,/ n J 

l» tho young print;! * rWl - 

•I n* “ ** r 1 

= “ ,r* - 

charitable deed, than by brillkn* e ,f L i. IT 

on hlnTi and'' thom) wlm'krmw h" " w w » f er«tl 

aurprUod to find the nomination^! klL,Th!!m '“ l 
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I also procured a post in the establishment of the young 
couple for my sister-in-law, the comtesse d’Hargicourt. 
Her maiden name was Fumel, an ancient family in 
Guienne, and M, de Fumel, her father, was governor of 
the chateau Trompette at Bordeaux. This marriage had 
at first encountered many difficulties from the deadly 
hatred which existed in the chateau against us. Comte 
Jean, perceiving that things were going against us, applied 
to the king himself for assistance in the affair. Louis XV. 
could not endure him, but his dislike was manifested only 
by an uneasy timidity in his presence, and he freely 
granted any request that would the soonest free him 
from his presence. The king acted upon the same prin- 
ciple in the present conjuncture; he bestowed a million 
of livres upon the comte d'Hargicourt, that is to say, 
500,000 livres to be employed in paying the debts of the 
comte de Fumel, and in freeing his estates from a dowry 
of 60,000 livres to be paid to his daughter cn her marriage, 
with various other clearances and payments; besides this 
my brother-in-law, comte d'Hargicourt, was appointed 
captain in the prince's Swiss guards, one of the most 
honorable commissions that could have been conferred 
on him. 

The comte de Crussel and the prince d’Henin were 
named captains of the guard to M. d’ Artois. This prince 
d’Henin was of such diminutive stature that he was some- 
times styled, byway of jest, the <( prince of dwarfs,® or 
«the dwarf of princes.® He was the beloved nephew of 
the mardchale de Mirepoix, whose fondness could not 
supply him with the sense he so greatly needed; he was 
besides very profligate, and continually running into some 
difficulty or other by his eager pursuit after pleasure. It 
is related of him, that the due de Lauragnais, wearied with 
seeing the prince d’Henin for ever fluttering about his 
mistress, mademoiselle Arnoult, drew up a consultation, 
to inquire whether it were possible to die of ennui : this 
he submitted to several physicians and celebrated lawyers, 
who having united in replying affirmatively, he caused 
the consultation with its answer to.be forwarded to the 
prince d’Henin, warning him henceforward to cease his 
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viwilrt In imuh-moitadh 1 Arnmdt; or. its tlm r vent of her 
death, itn would mlnhdy hr taken up m ,* party om- 
rented In HlVHing it, 


The opposite party w»es now mmse iuhu^.-d than ever 
by l hr many plumt ami vuipSoymrns<a l r.etw'd to |»^ 
given either to my mni If »■*•*-- ?t*S or i>< th ' ^* t .j whom 
they uohciled my bum mi. The dm hr a*** d«- ♦ ASummmU, 
fluttering hei’Mrlf that #he might now i-aWo thr hrU u^ainwt 
me with advantage, nnived its I ‘ml# »•»«•» fm** summing 
from t’hnnteloup. Those nlmnt me were U-M of wrath, l 
know not for why, at her mrkvd, Imt I rupMurd to them, 
that they Were tubiluken in smppoaiug »ss;wh»«»se de tJrmn* 
numt nu exile; she had vohmlurdy her brother 

into Idst retreat, ansi when that wa» ss*< h-ager agreeable 
to her nine teUimed to Parin',. However, her j.*«Mtvy del 
neither good n«>r lorm; klm had many omtaUmu In 
ffHejt given in honor of her-wtf. wm iir-ptcNtly anlb'-d \u 
dinner#, bulla, ele. , Ins* that wa».«S|; so* gwi’Ami ,»e| their 
wit# to work to r«’iii'ili«h? her in the K »»4 gflavea of the 
king. I noun vompreh*- sided sbo dm bum hoj,c». of my 
p*wt‘ enemy, him I my dormor .mib*s**»iiy »*.«»« gave way in 
the play with which whe ns«pir*4 mr 

About l he peri'.iid of the Wamagw of the c«»mt0«JM» 
d'Artoia, an individual *4 w>uw omittem*? fed? m*o »tu< 
grace ; thin wm I ho tmntle «fo* Itn^he. Thu g^sHrewi, 
«■« you know, wm private b* l,«»»U XV„ in. 

trusted for wwne time pa,«t with !»« and 

nf ferted the idr# of » fnvnriiO; It# *»*!*»• ?t«4 the 

present ntxndm the honor *4 to mml the prim 


«*** «l the bridge of tteanvokin. 
granted. This wm wwt suffitiviH 
fur a rmmthhs leave of 
coed to Turin : this 
who wm toy nu menu* 

Me ##id i«:» me when 
* l feel no iuebmdbrt to t 
he may wait 
fitr m I am concerned.* 


Witiia 

;p«J 
km s«t pro* 
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« Oil, never mind that,® replied the duke; <( i£ he grows 
sullen about it, why well; if he is loud and vehement, 
better still; and should his anger lead him to the com- 
mission of any act of folly, depend upon it we will 
take advantage of it. 5> 

As I foresaw, the comte de Broglie was deeply of- 
fended, and wrote to the due d’Aiguillon a letter full 
of imprudent expressions. This was • exactly what this 
latter desired, who eagerly carried and read the paper to 
the different members of the council, who heard it with 
every expression of surprise and displeasure; the king 
viewed it as a piece of open rebellion, and resolved to 
punish the writer with his heaviest displeasure; the due 
d’Aiguillon asked nothing better, and ere an hour had 
elapsed, the due de la Vrilltere received orders to draw 
up a lettre de cachet in which the king expressed his 
discontent of the comte de Broglie, deprived him of the 
commission he had given him to go and receive the 
princess of Savoy, and exiled him to Buff<$e, one of his 
estates near Angouleme. 

This was a matter of great talk at the chateau ; no one 
could imagine what had made the comte de Broglie con- 
duct himself so foolishly. It was at this period that M. de 
Marchault said of him, when he saw him pass his house 
on his way to Buff<6e, «He has the ministry by the tail. 

M. de Broglie having gone, his majesty was compelled 
to look out for another confidant, and raised to that 
eminence M. Lemoine, clerk of his closet. M. Lemome, 
in an inferior station had shown himself competent to 
fill the highest offices in the state. Such^ abilities are 
rare. He was an excellent lawyer, admirable chancellor 
of exchequer, and had the king said to him, I make 
thee a general,* he would, the next day have com- 
rnanded. armies and gained victories. Despite his men 
he lived long unknown: the reason was obvious he 
knew nothing of intrigue; and his wife, though pretty, 
was dlsoreeh f and these are not the means to advance a 

ToidsTv!', who knew something of men when he 
chose to Study them, was not slow .in detecting 
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Very well ; but what would you have me do ? ® 

<( You must amuse him.® 

c< That is easier said than done.® 

<( You are right, but it is compulsory. Believe me 
kmgs are not moulded like other men: early disgusted 
with all things, they only exist in a variety of pleasures • 
what pleases them this evening will displease them to- 
morrow; they wish to be happy in a different way. 
Louis XV. is more kingly in this respect than any other, 
lou must devise amusements for him.® 

“Alas,” I replied, «how? Shall I give him a new 
tiagedy of la Harpe s,— he will yawn; an opera of Mar- 

montel -he will go to sleep. Heavens! how unfortunate 
I am!® 

« Really, my dear,® replied the xnardchale, «I cannot 
a vise you; but I can quote a powerful example. In 
such a case madame cle Pompadour would have admitted 
a rival near the throne.® 

« Madame do Pompadour was very amiable, my dear,® 

1 replied, and I would have done so once or. twice, but 

pa 5 fc , of Mother Gourdan does not suit me; I prefer 
that of her young ladies.® ^ 

At these words the mardchale laughed, whilst I made 

a long grave face. At this instant comte Jean entered, 
and exclaimed, 

<( Really, ladies, you present a singular contrast. May 

I ask you, sister, what causes this sorrow? What ails 
you ? » 

°h> brother!® was my response, « the king is dyincr 

(< That is no marvel;® said my brother-in-law. 

<( And to. rouse him,® I added, «it is necessary, the 
maiechale says, that I must take a pretty girl by the hand, 
and present her to the king with these words: ( Sire, hav- 
ing found that you grow tired of me, I present this lady 
to you, that you may amuse yourself with her. ) ® 

“That would be very fine,® replied comte Jean; «it 
would show him that you had profited by my advice.® 
Then, whispering in my ear, «You know, sister, I am 
capable of the greatest sacrifices for the kinp » 
aa * 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Visit from a stranger — Maclame de Pompadour and a Jacobinical 
monk- Continuation of this history— Deliverance of a state pris- 
oner — A meeting with the stranger. 

O ne day, at an hour at which I was not accustomed 
to see any person, a lady called and requested to 
see me; she was informed that I was visible to no 
person. No matter, she persisted in her request, saying 
that she had to speak to me upon matters of the first 
importance, and declared, that I should be delighted with 
her visit. However, my servants, accustomed to the arti- 
fices practised by persons wishing to see me for interested 
purposes, heeded very little the continued protestations 
of my strange applicant, and peremptorily refused to 
admit her; upon which the unknown retired with the 
indication of extreme anger. 

J. wo hours afterwards a note, bearing no signature, was 
brought me, in which the late scene was described to 
me, and I was further informed, that the lady, so abruptly 
repulsed by my servants, had presented herself to com- 
municate things which concerned not only my own per- 
sonal safety bid the welfare of all Prance; a frightful 
catastrophe was impending, which there was still time to 
prevent; the means of so doing were offered me, and I was 
conjured not to reject them. The affair, if treated with 
indifference, would bring on incalculable misfortunes and 
horrors, to which I should be the first victim. All this 
apparent • mystery would be cleared up, and the whole 
affair explained, if I would repair on the following day, at 
one o’clock, to the Baths of Apollo. A . grove of trees 
there was pointed out as a safe place of rendezvous, and 
being so very near my residence, calculated to remove any 
fears I might entertain of meeting a : stranger, who, as 
\':/V (339) 



340 


MEMOIRS OF JEANNE VAP.IUCKMKR 


the nolo informed mo, i»o>«a*rtm'd the im iuh «.f rmivting 
lhh» nmduded H|»nl. I wmi i ! “Mjmvd h* U* jmm'tunl 
to ilu* uppoinli'd hmtr m< I vulm-d my lib. 

Thu iny.stmiHUN mid iidriwt of ihb jdu^ul.tr epfa. 
tl« Nlriirk nit! with terror. Mmlmne do Mimpi* 
with me ul tint moment l irvrivrd it, Thk holy hud n 
punHur nkill in phytfh»nHumy, Mini the * l»nw» oUnamit 
tO ut iilwityn pit 1*1 lu mine w<w frnpmitily mutrmmdy mm 
lmrr«!wlng mid diwijjrmdda Sho me c wed («* untied} ,,u 
the j*m«enl uct'iiwiait to rend nit itmt won | In ruy 
mind ; however, leM pHetruim^ ry*<rt tlnm herns mijjhl 
enmity hitva port’fclvtnl, by my atiddm that the 

piper I Held in my linmt umtidtmd woiwdltlMu more 
limn tmmd. 

“ Wlmt ttilrt you?* miked jdw, with the- familiarity our 
done intinmey warmtHcd; "iKmm that Hole Urln^ you 
any Imd »tmv« ? M 

“ No/ wtid ! ; it I etfo mu imihmg; hm *| p rtV «oi um 
ample room for mmh mtoa»hmm mid alarm; toil, after 
nil, it limy I us merely ©**me tt.w*, skew? fo»df»h pj»l 
played olt hi my cspmw; but ju%o f*»r yont^df." So 
wiyi'1% * luuukd her t)m letter.; when dm, Imd primed 
it, ultct an Id, 


w II pm my ward, tf 1 were in your plaptf. I would 
clour up ihta mystery ; ndvire U md m» e&dly 

mot with m to nmko it a matter <4 dutknliy u* go a» 
fnr »« the Baths of Apollo 10 mA H, Ii |« by mo 
moniiH impmaible hut that, m thin ppr t«dU you, Hume 
Ifront peril Is Imu tfintt over yaw. The *wir«piW do Pam. 
pmkmr/ continued madamo de Mirepk#, * received room 
than omits invitations similar in this, wkkh dee newer failed 
to attend ; and I reenUeei bus oireuiiMAna*, in width »li« 
had no cauw t«i regret having done «**; vriihmu iho kind 
offices of out? of ilteae Hnenytti*»wia writers it 1 % very pus* 
fdhb that aha itiim ht towe eapired heart brutal, and per* 
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(< One day an anonymous billet, similar to this, was 
left for madame de Pompadour: it requested her to re- 
pair, at a specified hour, to the church of the Jacobins, 
rue Saint Honors, in Paris, where she was promised some 
highly important communications. The marchioness was 
punctual to the rendezvous; and, as she entered the 
church, a Jacobite, so entirely wrapped in his capuchin 
as to conceal his features, approached her, took her by 
the hand, and conducted her to an obscure chapel; where, 
requesting her to sit down, he took a seat himself, and 


began as follows : — 

« < Madam, you are about to lose the favor of the king; 
a party is at work to give a new mistress to the king; 
the lady is young, beautiful, witty, and possessed of an 
insatiable ambition; for the last six months she has been 
in the daily habit of seeing the king, unknown to you 
and all the court, and this has been accomplished m the 
following manner: her father is valet de chantbre to his 
majesty, and she has an only brother, two years younger 
than herself, whose astonishing resemblance to her has 
created continual mistakes; this brother is promised the 
inheritance of his father’s office; and, under pretext of 
acquiring the due initiation for future post, has been 
permitted every morning to attend the king’s rising. 

« < However, this embryo page is the sister, who G0 ^ es 
each morning disguised in her brother's clothes The 
king has had many private conversations with the design- 
ing beauty ; and, seduced by her many charms of mind and 
person, as well as dassled by the hidden and concealed 
nature of their intrigue, finds his passion for her m- 
"s from day to 4 Many are the designmg persons 
readv to profit by the transfer of the kings affections 
from you to this fresh favorite; and they flatter them, 
selves the desired event is close at hand to 

be confined by a lettre de cachet to the isle of St. Margaret, 
for the place of your exile is already chosen. The pnn 
Ssf eoSrato/s are two powerful noblemen one of 
whom is reputed your most intimate friend. \ ™ 

^ confession. 
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Thi« penitent is the particular friend m the female in 
question, who confided the ki-mivi to her, fr«>m whom l 
received it, uceompimied by the most ihitieiiny, promises 
of fuiuro protection and advancement. These splendid 
prospect* excited hoi* jealous envy, uutl ?.|ie cause lu re 
to eon less the whole, tome, requesting I w.mld m rk ymi 
out and Inform you of the whole affair, Ueiv in « letter 
s!m uhluiiti.nl unknown to her aspiring friend, which she 
wishus you to we, »i« u pledge of the veracity of her static 
mont,* ^ he marchioness east her eyes over the paper 
held out; to her by the jueohite. U was a letter addressed 
by the king to his new mintreas. 

“You tuny imagine the terror of madamo do tV.mpa- 
dour, her anxiety and impatience to return to Versailles, 
However, ere aim quitted Urn friendly monk aim manrcd 
him of her lasting gratitude, and begged ot him to point 
out hmv who could I Hist prove it, ‘ Ifor myself,* replied 
lie, ( { ask nothing hut il you would render me y*mr 
dehtor, confer the first vacant hbthoprie on a man whom 
I greatly eiileem, Urn tilth* do lUrini.‘ Vmt will easily 
Huppose that the abb* de llarral had not long to wait for 
liin preferment : as for the Jar. dote the marchioness never 
a^ain saw or Iteard anything til him. She mentioned him 
U> the newly appointed bishop, who could not even mo 
deratand to what she alluded. She related the affair, 
when he called heaven to witness that he knew nothing 
of any Jacobite either directly or indirectly, w 
“And how did the march Unions get rid of her rival } M 
Inquired I of madams tie Mirepoix. 

* By a very simple and effective expedient. She rnn l 
115 ) t * m Balnt More min, whom she requested I no 

mediately to expedite two hum <k mkrt; mm for the 
valet th ckmhrt, who wan shut up In the clift lean de 
Lactmire, and Lite other for the daughter, whom the mar. 
ememom? neint to the isle of St, Marguerite, to occupy the 
place aho had m obligingly destined for heraulf,» 

«And now , 8 naked l, « did ihtm unfortunate dm pie 
ever got out of prison ? 8 11 

I know not , 8 Answered the ntardebales “and, Qm\ 
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«If ao,* cried I, (< the conduct of both the king and 
the due de la Vrillifere is abominable and unpardonable.” 

«Why, bless your heart, my dear,” exclaimed the mard- 
chale, <( do you expect that his majesty should recollect 
all the pretty women he has intrigued with, any more 
than the poor duke can be expected to keep a list in 
his memory of the different persons he has sent to a 
prison ? He would require a prodigious recollection for 
such a purpose.” 

This unfeeling reply filled me with indignation, and 
redoubled the pity I already felt for the poor prisoners. 
I immediately despatched a note to the due de Saint 
Florentin, requesting he would come to me without de- 
lay: he hastened to obey my summons.. When he had 
heard my recital he remained silent some minutes, as 
though collecting his recollections upon the subject, and 


then replied, 

« x do indeed remember that some obscure female was 
confined in the chateau of the isle Sainte Marguerite 
at the request of madame cle Pompadour, but I cannot 
now say, whether at the death of the marchioness any 
person thought of interceding for her release.” 

« r phat is precisely what I wish to ascertain, cried I, 
« return to your offices, monsieur le due, and use your 
best endeavors to discover whether this unfortunate gir 
and her parent are still in confinement; nor venture 
again in my presence until you have despatched the 
order for their deliverance: you will procure a convey- 
ance for them from their prison to Paris at the expense 
of government. You understand, my lord ? 

The following morning the duke brought me * the e- 
sired information. He told me, that the father had been 
dead seven years, hut the daughter stall remained a pris- 
oner : the order for restoring her to liberty had been for- 
warded the nisrht preceding. I will now briefly re a e 


the end of this mournful story. . . ., , ^ 

Three weeks after this I received an early visit from 

the due de la Vrillftre, who came to a Pf lze “ ' ’ * 
my proUgie from the isle of St. Marguerite was in my 
antechamber awaiting permission to offer me er g 
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thanks. I desired she might instantly be admitted: her 
appearance shocked me ; not a single trace of that beauty 
which had proved so fatal to its possessor now remained. 
She was pale, emaciated, and her countenance, on 
which care and confinement had imprinted the wrinkles 
of premature old age, was sad and dejected even to 
idiocy. I could have wished that madame de Pompa- 
dour, by way of punishment for her cruelty, could but 
have seen the object of her relentless persecution. I 
think she would have blushed for herself. When the 
poor girl entered my apartment she looked wildly around 
her, and casting herself at my feet, inquired with many 
tears to what motive she was indebted for my generous 
interference in her behalf. The due de la Vrillfcre con- 
templated with the utmost sang froid the spectacle of a 
misery he had so largely contributed to. I requested of him 
to leave us to ourselves. I then raised my weeping protdgde, 
consoled her to the best of my ability, and then requested 
her to give me the history of her captivity. Her story 
was soon told: she had been an inhabitant of the same 
prison for seventeen years and five months, without 
either seeing a human being, or hearing the sound of a 
human voice. Her recital made me shudder, and I 
promised her that henceforward her life should be ren- 
dered as happy as it had hitherto been miserable. 

The king supped with me that evening. By some 
singular chance he was on this occasion in the happiest 
temper- possible : he laughed, sung, joked with such un- 
usual spirits, that I hesitated ere I disturbed a gaiety 
to which Louis XV. was so little . prone. However, I 
took him aside, saying, “Sire, I have to ask atonement 
and reparation for a most horrible piece of injustice. w 
After which, I proceeded to acquaint him with the dis- 
tressing history of his unfortunate mistress. He appeared 
perfectly well to recollect the female to whom I alluded; 
and when I ceased speaking, he said, with a half-suppressed 
sigh, 

<( creature ! she has indeed been unfortunate ; sev- 

enteen years and five months in prison ! The due de la 
VrilUbre is greatly to blame in the affair; but when once 
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he has placed persons between four walls, he thinks he 
has fulfilled the whole of his duty. He should recollect, 
that a good memory is a necessary qualification for the 
situation he holds ; it is indeed an imperative duty in him 
to think of the poor wretches he deprives of their liberty. ” 

“And in you too, sire,” interrupted I; “and it appears 
to me that you have lost sight of it, in the present af- 
fair, as culpably as your minister.” 

“I confess it, indeed,” answered Louis XV.; “but the 
unfortunate sufferer herself was not without a due share - 
of blame in the matter. Her presumption had greatly 
irritated madatne de Pompadour, who punished her as 
she thought fit: of course I could not, consistently with 
the regard I professed for the marchioness, interfere in 
the execution of her vengeance.” 

c< I do not agree with you,” said I. 

“Why, what else could I do?” asked Louis XV., with 
the most imperturbable calmness; “she had superior 
claims, was acknowledged as chief favorite, and I could 
not refuse her the sacrifice of a mere temporary caprice.” 

“Very well, said,” answered X, “and founded upon ex- 
cellent principles; but surely it was not necessary to 
shut up the object of your caprice in a state prison, 
and, above all, to leave her there for such a length of 
time. However, the mischief is done; and all we have 
to think of is to repair it. You have now, sire, a fine 
opportunity of displaying your royal munificence.” 

“You think, then,” returned Louis XV., “that I am 
bound to make this unhappy girl some present? "Well, 
I will; to-morrow I will send her 1000 louis.” 

“ A thousand louis ! ” exclaimed I, clasping my hands ;• 
“what, as a recompense for seventeen years’ imprison- 
ment ? No, no, sire, you shall not get off so easily; you 
must settle on her a pension of 12,000 livres, and pre- 
sent her with an order for 100,000 more as an imme- 
diate supply,” 

“Bless me!” ejaculated the king, “why all the girls in 
my kingdom would go to prison for such a dowry : how- 
ever, she shall have the pension; but; in truth, my treas- 
ury is exhausted.” 
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«Tlu*n, shV* returned I, 0 borrow of y«'ur t*i M 

* Cornu, ciinit-, let m IuukU thm businesu; 1 will g ive 
your vV *|uoo l»»uin.“ 

« No, I oamml agree, “ utmwoivd I, "to lesrt limit soon." 

Tim king promised mo I should have them; ami, mi 
Urn following day, Ida valet Tmpigny bi'might mo Dm 
urdur for this pension, ami a Imp,, in whieh I found only 
,l«oo Ionia. Thin puna’ of meanness <li«l noi surprise mo, 
but it math; mo aimin' op my ulu udders, and sent me to 
my cabinet lo take Hut mim deiieient from my own fund?.. 
With thin dowry my poor /ivAfrvV anon found a suitable 
huMlumd in Urn person of one of her eoushej, for win mi I 
procured a lucrative post under government These 
worthy people have wince well repaid mo by their grate 
fill and demited attachment for tlm service I wan enabled 
lo render them. One iinlividiud of their family w#w, 
however, far from resembling them either in gtmdmom of 
heart or generosity of mmtiiurnt I allude to the brother 
of the lady; that same brother who fmmeily wuppltad Id* 
mater with Ida dollies, that who might visit the king im« 
HiiHpueted. Upon the iueuiceratioii of tlm hither the won 
Nuoicndud him in Ida ollk'e of nth! «/*• ,(mtnhr t and m * 
quired considerable credit at court: yd, although in tlm 
daily habit of weeing the king, ho neither by word nor deed 
nought to obtain the deliverance of either Ida parent or 
winter. On the contrary, he Kiifferocl Urn former to perhih in 
n dungeon, and allowed the latter to languish in one dur- 
ing more than woven teen yeam, and in all probability she 
would have ended her days without receiving the flight* 
ent mark of Ida recollection of his unfortunate relative. 
I know no trait of bawo swdfi»hue«« morn indy revolting 
than the one 1 have just related. 

But this story haw led me far from the subject I was 
previously commencing; this narrative, which I never call 
lo mind without n feeling of pleasure, has led mo away 
in wpite of myaelf. Still I trust that my murmive hm 
been sufficiently interesting to induce yon to pardon the 
digression it 1ms occasioned, and now I will resume Urn 
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A conspiracy — A scheme for poisoning madame du Barry — The four 
bottles — Letter to the due d'Aiguillon — Advice of the ministers 
— Opinion of the physicians — The chancellor and lieutenant of 
police — Resolution of the council. 

H ave you any curiosity to learn the denouement of the 
story I -was telling you of my anonymous correspond- 
ent? Read what follows, then, and your wishes 
shall he gratified: that is, if you have patience to hear a 
rather long story ; for I cannot promise you that mine 
will very speedily he completed. Let me see : where did 
I leave off ? Oh, I recollect. 

I was telling you that madame de Mirepoix urged me 
to repair, as I was requested, to the Baths of Apollo. I 
had a key which opened all the park gates; we entered 
the park, took the path which turns off to the left, and 
after having walked for about five minutes, found our- 
selves opposite the person we were in search of. It was 
a female of from thirty to forty years of age, of diminu- 
tive stature, dressed after the fashion of the bourgeoises 
of the day, but still an air of good taste was evident 
through the simplicity of her attire. Her countenance 
must once have been handsome, if one might judge by 
the beauty of her eyes and mouth,, but she was pale, 
withered and already impressed with the traces of a pre- 
mature old age. But her beauties, although faded, were 
still animated by a quick and ever-varying expression 
of a keen' and lively wit. 

Whilst I made these liasty remarks the stranger saluted 
me, and afterwards the mar^chale de Mirepoix, with an 
ease of manner which perfectly surprised me. Nor did 
she in any other instance : betray tlie ^embarrassment of a 

( 347 ) 
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person who finds herself f»»r tlui first time in the presence 
of persons of u muk M*|mri*»r to her own. 

“Madam/ alto wud, mldreHsing herself to mo, 44 1 trust 
you will pardon mo for having given you lint trouble of 
coining hither; I might have spared It you, had y»»ur 
people permitted um to nee you when I railed at your 
limine yesterday. H 

rt Ytmr Invitation," replied !, 44 was no prnwingly t*n» 
forced, that \ confess my curiosity has been most keenly 
awakened, M 

W T will Immediately satisfy it/ answered she, "but 
what f have to say must be told to yourself alone/ 
"Well, then/ said the manVhale, " t will leave you 
for the presents I am going to admire that line group of 
llirardon “ ; and so saying, she quitted the walk in which 
I was standing. 

Directly she was gone the stranger said to me, M Madam, 
I will explain myself without reserve or unnecessary 
prolixity; 1 beseech of you to listen attentively whilst 
I tell you, In the first place, that both your life and 
that of the king is In imminent danger/ 

“Heavens!* 4 cried I, “what do l hear#" 
w That which I well know to W true/ answered the 
female, with a firm voice; B I repeat that your life and 
that of the king is in danger/ 

These words, pronounced in a low, solemn voice, froae 
me with terror; my limbs tottered under me, and I nb 
most sank to the ground, The stranger assisted me to 
a bench, offered me her arm, and when she saw me a 
little recovered, she continued, 

"Yen, madam, a conspiracy h afoot against yourself and 
Louis XV, You are to be made away with out of re* 
venge, and Louis XV, h to suffer, in Um hopes of hk 
death effecting a change In the present (m of affairs/ 
“And who/ inquired J, 0 are. the conspirators? • 

“The Jesuits and parlfamenUtrtang; ihaae ancient ri- 
vals, equally penuscticed by the royal government, have 


determined 
foe. The Jesuits 


to make common vmm against their mutual 

that the dauphin in* 



COMTESSE DU BARRY 


349 


their order, and the parliamentarians justly reckon upon 
the friendly disposition of the young prince towards the 
old magistracy. Both parties equally flatter themselves 
that a fresh reign would bring about their re-establish- 
ment, and they are impatient to accelerate so desirable an 
event: the conspiracy is directed by four Jesuits and the 
same number of the ex-members of the parliament of 
Paris. The remainder of the two corporations are not 
initiated in fcho secret of the enterprise, X am not able 
at present to give you tho names of the eight conspir- 
ators, the person from whom I derive my information 
not having as yet confided them even to myself, but I 
trust ore long to obtain such a mark of confidence.® 
The female ceased speaking, and I remained in a state 
of doubt, fear, and alarm, impossible to describe. Still 
ono thing appeared clear to me, that information so mys- 
teriously convoyed was not deserving of belief, unless 
supported by more corroborating testimony. My un- 
known friend evidently divined all that was passing in 
my mind, for she observed, 

«I perceive that my recital appears to you improbable; 
one particular which X will state may perhaps overcome 
your incredulity. Arc you not in tho habit, madam, of 
taking every evening can suen'e mixed with a large pro- 
portion of orange-flower water?® 

“I am,® replied I. 

“This day,® continued my informant, “ you will receive 
four bottles of orange-flower water contained in a box, 
bearing tho usual appearances of having come from tho 
perfumers', but it is sent by other hands, and tho liquor 
contained in tho flasks is mingled with a deadly poison—.® 
These last words made mo tremble. “You must com- 
plot© your kind offices,® cried I to my visitor, « by bring- 
ing mo acquainted with tho person from whom you have 
dorlvod your intelligence: that individual must bo 'ac- 
quainted with tho whole of the plot; and, believe me, I 
will not be unmindful of either of you.® 

“Stay ono instant,® replied tho lady, without evincing 
tho slightest emotion; “the man who was my informant 
is assuredly aware of tho names of those concerned in 
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person who finds herself for the first time in the presence 
of persons of a rank superior to her own. 

“ Madam,® she said, addressing herself to me, “I trust 
you will pardon me for having given you the trouble of 
coming hither; I might have spared it you, had your 
people permitted me to see you when I called at your 
house yesterday, ® 

<( Your invitation,® replied I, “was so pressingly en- 
forced, that I confess my curiosity has been most keenly 
awakened. ® 

(< I will immediately satisfy it,® answered she, “but 
what I have to say must be told to yourself alone,® 
“Well, then,® said the mardchale, “I will leave you 
for the present: I am going to admire that fine group of 
Girardon®; and so saying, she quitted the walk in which 
I was standing. 

Directly she was gone the stranger said to me, « Madam, 
I will explain myself without reserve or unnecessary 
prolixity; I beseech of you to listen attentively whilst 
I tell you, in the first place, that both your life and 
that of the king is in imminent danger.® 

“Heavens'® cried I, «what do I hear?” 

“ That which I well know to be true, ® answered the 
female, with a firm voice; “I repeat that your life and 
that of the king is in danger. ® 

These words, pronounced in a low, solemn voice, froze 
me with terror; my limbs tottered under me, and I al- 
most sank to the ground. The stranger assisted me to 
a bench, offered me her arm, and when she saw me a 
little recovered, she continued, 

“Yes, madam, a conspiracy is afoot against yourself and 
Louis XV. You are to be made away with out of re- 
venge, and Louis XV. is to suffer, in the hopes of his 
death effecting a change in the present face of affairs.® 

“ And who, ® inquired I, “ are the conspirators ? ® 

“The Jesuits and parliamentarians; these ancient ri- 
vals, equally persecuted by the royal government, have 
determined to make common cause against their mutual 
The J es ^its flatter themselves that the dauphin in* 
hehts the kind feelings entertained bv his faf.W fnr 
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r order, and the parliamentarians justly reckon upon 
friendly disposition of the young prince towards the 
magistracy. Both parties equally flatter themselves 
. a fresh reign would bring about their re-establish- 
it, and they are impatient to accelerate so desirable an 
it; the conspiracy is directed by four Jesuits and the 
e number of the ox-nioiribcra of the parliament of 
in, The remainder of the two corporations are not 
Uitod in tho secret of tho enterprise. I am not able 
present to give you tho names of the eight conspir- 
*9, the person from whom I derive my information 
having as yet confided them even to myself, but I 
\t ere long to obtain such a mark of confidence. 5> 

■ho female ceased speaking, and I remained in a state 
loubt, fear, and alarm, impossible to describe. Still 
thing appeared clear to mo, that information so mys- 
ously convoyed was not deserving of belief, unless 
ported by more corroborating testimony. My ttn- 
vvn friend evidently divined all that was passing in 
mind, for she observed, 

X perceive that my recital appears to you improbable; 

particular which I will state may perhaps overcome 
i* incredulity. Arc you not iu tho habit, madam, of 
rig every evening con snerfe mixed with a large pro- 
Lion of orange -flower water?” 

X am,” replied I, 

'J'hift day, w continued my informant, « you will receive 
c hot lie « of orange-flower water contained in a box, 
ring the usual appearances of having come from the 
Humors', but it is sent by other hands, and the liquor 
tallied in the flasks is mingled with a deadly poison—.” 
'hose last words made mo tremble. <( You must com- 
ic your kind offices, }> cried I to my visitor, « by bring- 
mo acquainted with tho person from whom you have 
tved your iutclHgonco: that individual must be ac- 
ilnted with the whole of the plot; and, believe me, I 
l not be unmindful of either of you.” 

Stay one instant,” replied tho lady, without evincing 
slightest emotion; (< tho man who was my informant 
assuredly aware of the names of those concerned in 
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the conspiracy, "but he has charged me not to state who 
he is but upon certain conditions; a recommendation I 
shall most certainly attend to.” 

<c Be assured,” interrupted I, <( that your demands shall 
be acceded to; you shall yourself fix the price of your 
entire disclosure of every fact connected with the busi- 
ness.” 

<f It will not be an exorbitant one,” replied the 
lady; <( merely 600,000 francs, to be equally divided be- 
tween the friend you desire to know and myself; for 
this sum, which is not a very large one, 37cm may com- 
mand the services of both of us. One word more, 
madam, and I am gone. Observe a strict silence upon 
all I have told you ; or, if you must have a counsellor 
in such perilous circumstances, confide merely in some 
tried friend; say the due d’Aiguilloh or the chancellor, 
or both should you deem it necessary; but have a care 
how you admit a third to a participation of the affair; 
} ? ou could scarcely select another person without choosing 
one already corrupted by your enemies. It is said that 
they are in correspondence with even those persons 
immediately about the person of the king. Adieu, 
madam; I will see you at your own apartments the 
day after to-morrow, when I trust you will have ready 
100,000 francs, on account of the 600,000 I have stipu- 
lated for.” 


So saying, she curtsied and left me, overcome with 
surprise. A thousand fearful ideas pressed upon ■nr 
brain, and my heart sickened at the long train 0 
gloomy images which presented themselves. I had hue 
sufficient proofs since my elevation of the dead l j 
hatred borne me by those whom my good fortune hac 
rendered my enemies: yet, hitherto, my strongest appro 
hensions had never been directed to anything . more 
terrible than being supplanted in the favor of the 
king °r bemg con fined in my chateau du Lucienne. 
The horrible ideas of murder, poison, or assassination by 
any means, had never presented themselves to me. All 

theTm • reC °" eCted the in the garden of 

the Tuilenes; his predictions of my future greatness 
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had been accomplished. He had also announced to me 
fearful vicissitudes, and had threatened to appear to me 
when these catastrophes were about to occur. Doubt- 
less he would keep his word; now was the time for 
so doing, and I timidly glanced around as I caught the 
sound of a slight rustle among the branches, fully ex- 
pecting to see my young prophet; but the figure which 
met my eye was that of madame de Mirepoix, who, 
tired of waiting, had come to rejoin me. 

“What! ” said she, “are you alone? I did not observe 
your visitor leave you. Did she vanish into air ? ” 

“Very possibly,” answered I. 

“So then,” replied the mar^chale, “she proved a fairy, 
or some beneficent gt'nie, after all ? ” 

“If she were a spirit,” said I, “it certainly was not to 
the better sort she belonged.” 

“Have a care,” cried the mardchale; “I have already 
formed a thousand conjectures as to what this woman 
has been telling,” 

“And all your suppositions,” replied I, “would fall 
short of the reality. Listen, my dear mardchale, ” added 
I, rising, and taking her arm to proceed homewards, “I 
have been strictly prohibited from admitting any coun- 
sellor but the due d’Aiguillon and the chancellor; still I 
can have no reserves with you, who I know, from the 
regard you bear both to the king and myself, will advise 
me to the best of your power.” 

As we walked towards the chateau, I explained to my 
companion the joint conspiracy of the Jesuits and ancient 
members of the parliament against the king’s life and 
my own. When I had ceased speaking, she replied, 

“ All this is very possible; despair may conduct the 
Jesuits and parliamentarians to the greatest extremities; 
but still' this mysterious female may. be nothing more 
than an impostor. At any rate, I am anxious to learn 
whether the box she described has been left at your 
house; if so, it will be a strong corroboration, if not, a 
convincing proof of the falsehood of what she asserts,” 

We had 'by this time reached the bottom of the stair- 
ease which- coliuested to my ' apartifients ; we ascended. 
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the stairs rapidly, and the first person I met in the ante- 
room was Henriette. 

“ Henriette, ® said I, "has any thing been brought for 
me during my absence?® 

"Nothing except a box of orange-flower water from 
Michel the perfumer’s, which I presume you ordered, 
madam.® 

A glance of mutual surprise and consternation passed 
between the mardchale and myself. We entered my 
chamber, where madame de Mirepoix opened the fatal 
box; it contained the four bottles exactly as had been 
described. We regarded each other in profound silence, 
not daring to communicate our reflections. However, it 
was requisite to take some steps, and, catching up a pen, 

I hastily wrote the following billet to the due d’Aiguillon, 


(( Monsieur le duc,— Whatever may be the affairs with which you 
are at present occupied, I pray of you to throw them aside, and 
hasten to me instantly upon receipt of this. Nothing can equal 
m importance the subject upon which I wish to see you ; I cannot 
now explain myself fully, but prepare for news of the most horrible 

vSTll^i H A t0 th r safety uui P rese ™tion at tho moat 

i in hit h ° g m ’ 1 cannot May tirao by w, m °e 
, y beseech of you not to lose one moment in obeying tllia 

mmmons. Adieu; fall not to come and bring mo back this nofe.», 

«vJ U K h r Ded t0 me MI of ten ' or and alarm. 

. r ., etter has really frightened me,» said he; «what 

Surely the H£e of Ms -W * 

,/J? 0 truly M is answered I; «but sit down, and you 

the maTtef d ****' The mattiohale is already aware 
*f e ?* tter . and nee d not withdraw. » 

,f my toterview 6Xtreme attention to the recital 

tpollo as well as t gr ° TC surroundi ng: the Baths o£ 

dd there with th . ^ a °“ Unt ° f the disoourse I had 
IQ there with the strange female. I endeavoured to re- 

Z but“e°dii: S minU l ely “ a ™tely *s p£ 

iquired the style of * S0U8;ht further particulars. He 
»« of voice S possessed 0 ^ 6 the 06 * and 
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have supposed, by the closeness of liis questions, that he 
already fancied ho had identified this mysterious person- 
age i ho then examined the box, which stood on the 
table, and remarked, “This is a very serious affair, nor 
can. I undertake the management of it alone ; it involves 
a too great responsibility. Spite of the lady’s assertions, 
I am confident the fullest confidence might bo placed in 
till the ministers. However, I will first have a conference 
with M. tie Snint-Plorontin and the chancellor, in whose 
presence I will send for the lieutenant of police ; and the 
contents of those bottles shall bo immediately analyzed. }> 

The duke, without quitting me, wrote immediately to 
his two colleagues as well as to M. do Sartincs, request- 
ing this latter to repair to my apartment without delay. 
One of tho ministers summoned by M. d'Aigulllon was 
not at that moment at Versailles, having left at an early 
hour In tho morning for Paris. Neither he nor M. do 
Sartincs could possibly bo with us before eight o'clock in 
the evening; it was therefore agreed to adjourn our con- 
ference till their arrival. Meanwhile M. cl'Aiguillon, the 
murdcluilc, and myself, remained in a atato of tho most 
cruel nnxioty. Tho duke first blamod me for not having 
caused tho woman to be arrested, and afterwards ho con- 
fessed to tho mardehale, that perhaps it was better the 
conspiracy should bo allowed time to ripen into maturity. 
During this time tho liquid contained in tho four bottles 
was being decomposed: M. Qucsnay, first physician, 
Messrs. Thiobault and Varennes, visiting physicians, M. 
do la Marllnibro, counsellor of state, surgeon to his maj- 
esty, as well as Messrs. Ducor and Proat, apothecaries 
to his majesty, had been collected together for this pur- 
pose by tho clue d'Aiguillon. 

These gentlemen came to report the termination of 
their experiments at the very moment when the chan- 
cellor and lieutenant of police entered tho room; the due 
de la Vrillibro had preceded them by about five minutes; 
the due d’Aiguillon requested these gentlemen to be 
seated, The doctors Quesnay and la Martinibre were in- 
troduced, and desired to make known the result of their 
operations. My newly-arrived guests, who as yet under* 
*3 
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stood nothing of wlmt was going <*n, wcio utruek with 
HKtonIshnuint at hearing it Maid, that the lour bottles of 
orange-flower water contained u considerable proportion 
of « mo.it active poison, of which a few drops would lm 
{mflicient to cumm instantaneous death. Having thus 
executed their commission, tin* medical gentlemen bowed 
and retired. 

M. d'Aigulllon then explained to my wondering frienda 
the horrible utlViir which had occasioned their being 
sunt for mo hastily. I cannot tell you wlmt effect this 
ilirndoHure produced on M. d« la VrilHHe or M. du 
Muupeou, my whole uttention being lined upon M do 
HartimtH. You may suppose that a lieutenant of police, 
particularly one who piqued himself upon knowing every 
thing, could not feel very much at his ease, when each 
word that whh uttered convicted him cither of incapacity 
or negligence. IUh brow became contract* *!, he hen»me*l, 
choked, fidgeted about, ami appeared m though lm would 
have given every thing In the world IW liberty b* justify 
hhmielf, but etiquette forbade it, ami he was only per 
milted to Mjwak after the secretaries of state then present, 
or if called upon by cither of them, 

When M. d'Alguillon had ceased sjamldug, the chancellor 
in Ids turn took up the con vernation, M, do Mmqwou 
was by nature cold and sarcastic, delighting in annoying 
any pa mm ; hut, ou the present occasion, the ill nature 
inherent in him was still excited by the decided hatred 
he boro to Lite unfortunate M. do Snriinb*. Ho began 
by saying, that the conspiracy was evident, and was 
easily explained by Urn statu of exN»]Htrat!oii in which 
the Jesuits and parliamentarians now were; both orders 
looking for no other prospect of amendment in their 
condition than Much ns might si rise from emne sudden 
convulsion of the kingdom, Ho oxproimetl his opinion 
of the necessity of instituting a rigarnu* inquiry into 
the conduct of these two Wien; and then, turning to 
M, da Sartinea, whoso chock grew pule at the move 
meat, he charged him to lay before the council all those 
particulars which he mutt nwiMrily ptmmm m head 
of the police, cither respecting the present plot, or re* 
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luting to any of tho ancient members of parliament or 
the order of Jesuits. 

This was a dagger to tho heart of M. de Sartines, who 
in vain sought to frame a suitable reply: but what 
could he say ? Ho did not in reality possess any of 
the information for which ho had received credit, and 
after many awkward endeavours at explaining himself, 
he was compelled frankly to confess, that he knew not 
a word more of tho conspiracy than ho had just then 
heard. 

It was now tho turn of M. do la Vrlllbiro to speak. 
Ho also would fain have attacked tho unfortunate lieu- 
tenant of police; but, whether M. do Maupcou thought 
that his own correction had been sufficiently strong, or 
whether he begrudged any other person interfering, with 
his vengeance upon his personal foe, he abruptly inter- 
rupted the tirade of M. de la VrMtorc, by observing, that 
a conspiracy conducted by only eight persons might very 
possibly escape tho eye of tho police; but, furnished as it 
now was with so many circumstances and particulars, it 
wuh impossible that tho plot should any longer defy their 
vigilant researches. 

M. d'Aiguillon fully concurred in this observation, and 
M. do Sartines, rceovorcd in some measure from his first 
alarm, promised every thing they could desire; and it was 
finally arranged that tho police should this night use every 
precautionary measure in Paris, and that the officers of 
the guard should receive orders to redouble their zeal 
and activity in watching the ch&teuu ; and that when tho 
unknown female called again on mo, she should.be con- 
ducted by madamc. de Mirepoix to tho due d'Aiguillon, 
who would interrogate her closely. 

Those measures decided on, tho council broke up, and I 
went to receive tho king, who was this evening to do me 
the favour of taking his supper in my apartments. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

CoHchiftJnn of thin affair A Inner (non tin* •--* 1 l#»r flxam> 

inut I* >11 ■*•■' Arif'Ml of t’rtlnt the ttwkn S i« *Vi«ti in ih* Iktsuile nf 

jMitKtoi' Miulmne Tmrlmer lunirwutml met «>**>»! Tim iitmeeme 

of Uto Jettnlts mknmvImlHPtl Mmlmmt »l« Mitej*'!* moI the 

mn.WHi fmue« « longolfiihteM nn the jmii of the lieHttmaiil of 
visit from roiatti Jem» -MatUrne tie WtiPina*, 

M m: Sartinkh tHil »ml bleep mt bin j ml t Kut lif« re- 
# twimium were frnitlewt; nn«l. tm tit** fnlltiwiiiK 
tluy, three Mteeenmve lue^’tiyrrs eat tie i*» an 
nomuip to utt that tlir*>* bail an yet made no tUm'Mvery, The 
tiny punned without Urlii},;iit^ any fresh Stitollitfrme, anti 
our anxiety Inereuiied dully. Ai length arrived I hi- periml 
fixed f»*r flat) visit of the tmitfHiM. I awaited the t urning 
of thin female with an impullenee int|t«mdJdo to deurdlw. 
Ahmtt; mld*duy u note wan Hrmt^ht me; \ itmlumly ree» 
ognlml the writing an that; of my mynterlmin friend, 
wul Imnlily breaking the maI, read an follows; 

r Mai»a« 4 iw ’" ! I muni imtfeat yiwir pa**hm for hr«aMtijs{ th« appoint* 
went for ttwlny, Imperative *lutl«*i mill ttotalu mt? So Park*, 

" bluett our liiwt Interview I have urorft&ltttjty twuj*ie«l m «ie 
UtvitvimritJK t,« (Ua««ver the r»«,me.n of t3«j piyhi jnemawt «f whom I 
opalm hi you, aim), I nm »orty la *ay, X k*v» hut partially muv**4*wJ, 
The |«neoM who haw hUherut furnfalted mss with my luformatjoa 
olwllnatety rvfwm to malts who »t« Um? padiawnoiariamt e«tss.-#m»4 
In U 10 rutiNfilrncy, I am, howaver, u% forwM.nl you the mmm 

of Urn four Jesuits, withftom# few ptritailAM relnttog i« Uwwo worthy 
fathftra, 

“The JtMuiUi i« qiWMiltm ar« Mm* Corbin, Hwt.hiw, CeruHh mi\ 
Eninas; Urn first uf whom wan ewployiatt la the *ltK*llftn of tits 
dftttpMit, Urn mmnd anti the third ara •uHtetentiy known; m far the 
fourth, Im Is it IkiHI and mtlarpriata# Parisian, m|mM« of o»WMlv)«jf 
mid Axocntlng the maul daring mAmnm, W1*ft«si ttw nnlor nmudiwl 
In ptinftMtton of [rawer ha had m opportunity of tUttphtylng hi« Minwr* 
dtnwy tnltntfl, and MnmKtuwiUy las ohtaiaiwl taui a trifllaf 

(as«) 
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tion ; but since its banishment he has become its firmest support and 
principal hope. All the treasures of the brotherhood are at his dis- 
posal, and I learn, that the day before yesterday he received a consid- 
erable sum from Lyons, 

«Thls intrepid and daring spirit is the very soul of the conspiracy*, 
lie it is who concolved the plnu and set tho whole machine in action. 

It would ho effectually extinguished could wo but once secure him, 
but this is by no means an easy task; ho lias no fixed abode; never 
sleeps two nights following in the Hamo homo; one day he may ho 
found In one part of Paris and tho next at tho very opposite corner; 
lie changes his manner of dross ns frequently as he does his abodes. 

«I shall linvo tho honour of seeing you to-morrow or the day after 
at furthest. Meanwhile lay aside all uneasiness for his majesty’s 
safety: I pledge you my word ho is for tho present in perfect se- 
curity. Tho execution of tho plot is still deferred for the want of a 
Damiens Bufilciontly sanguinary to undertake the task. 

« Deign, madam, to accept tho assurance of my sincere devotion, 
and boliovo that I will nogloct no opportunity of affording you proofs 
of |t, « Yours, madam, etc., etc,» 

I immediately communicated this letter to the due 
d’Aiguillon, who convoked a fresh meeting of the per- 
sons who had been present on the preceding day. It 
was at first deliberated whether or not to^ arrest the 
whole body of Jesuits then in Paris, but this, although 
the advice of M. d’Aiguillon, was by no means approved 
of by tho chancellor. M. de Sartines and . M. de la 
Vrlllibre woro for carrying the idea into execution, but the 
objections of M. do Maupeou woro too powerful to be 
overruled, and tho scheme was for the present aban- 
doned. Tho chancellor maintained that the other con- 
spirators, warned of their own danger by tlie seizure of 
their friends, would either escape the vengeance of the 
laws by flight or by close confinement in their houses; 
ho greatly dreaded as it was, that his foes, the parlia- 
mentarians, would avoid the punishment he longed to 
inflict on them. Indeed, in his estimation, it seemed as 
though every measure would be anticipated so long 
as the female, who seemed so intimately acquainted with 
their design, was at liberty; and this last opinion was 
unanimously concurred in. 

All the delays greatly irritated me, and rendered my 
impatience to witness the termination of the affair greater 
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than it hud over been. Tin* stranger had j.m.uiwd m 
make her appearance on the following day; i\ p,,„ m | 
away, however, without my finning anything of her, tp, 
the day following* Him came; I nmin diaMv mum p* il|t , 
pri^o M. d'Aiguillon, who, with M, do | ;t VuSh?o, and 
the chancellor, entered my npammutri i-m u u < j.„j v j (m j 
lmd time to commoner the mihjm t whMi »iw w iW 
tliero to apeak. This miexjwetnl apj^uamo did n,,[ 
seem to disconcert her in the u or did far 

and ordinary assurance in any decree fall hrr. si,o tv 
proaelied mo for having Jimmied the m<md. m* mi m utv 
persons, but her reproof was uttered without MttenieJ 
and merely as if she feared font my imlU'rrit'm might 
com prom iso our safety. She wan overwhelmed with o»ww 
tionfl, and tho chancellor inter located her with the kJ (lr ,t 
euriosity! hut to nil the impm’ien m m hvt r m 
with a readiness and candour which Mirpriopil the whole 
party She was desired to give the m L, of th„! 
g-ngod in tho conspiracy, an well an of him who h rw t in* 
foimed her of it. Site an*wmd th.it her own name wan 
Lonmor, that she wan a widow living ttm,„ her ow 
property, Ah for the man, her informant j m wm a 

hnd H i 1 nn t,<l r C “ f nbttMl ,,lir W ***** *f Nfc0 and 

W long been her intimate friend- however «| m . 

KJSTto TT " "* 'to*** 

confitlo them to h« |,mva " 

utmost circumspection in i,..* u ' rn * wl1 ^ «« llt» 
facts already dtaiosed but n« I^T** ** ^wering ih« 
yet succeed In Jinhf'« f n dwuld 

rir fflm I10mcan8 of 

dI h .^K“ Z' Z’roa TT f P m "‘ - 

distance by a number of f/ f 1 ' bnl tellaw,sil « ■ 
to watch her slightest movemZ,'^’ 
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Cohort, the Swiss, was arrested in a furnished lodging 
ho occupied in rue Saint Rocli, and sent without delay 
to Versailles, where, as before, M. d’AiguMon with his 
two colleagues waited in my study to receive and ques- 
tion the prisonor. Gilbert was a young and handsome 
man, whose countenance boro evident marks of a dis- 
solute and profligate life, He confessed, without any 
difllculty, that his only means of gaining a livelihood 
were derived from the generosity of a female friend, 
but when ho was pressed upon the subject of the con- 
spiracy, ho no longer replied with the same candour, 
but merely answered in short and impatient negatives 
tho many questions put to him, accompanied with fer- 
vent protestations of innocence; adding, that implacable 
enemies had fabricated tho whole story, only that they 
might lmve an opportunity of wreaking their vengeance, 
by implicating him in it, 

M Accuse not your enemies,” cried I, for tho first 
time mingling in tho conversation, <( but rather blame 
your benefactress ; it is madamo Lorimcr who has de- 
nounced you, and far from intending to harm you by 
so doing, she purposes dividing with you tho 100,000 
livres which are to reward her disclosures.” 

I easily found, by the frowning looks directed towards 
me by the three gentlemen present, that I had been 
guilty of great imprudence in saying so much; but Ca- 
bert, wringing his hands, uttered, with tho most despair- 
ing accent, 

*1 am lost! and moat horribly has tho unfortunate 
woman avenged herself.” 

M What would you insinuate ? ” 

•That I am tho victim of an enraged woman,” re- 
plied ho. 

Ho afterwards explained, that ho had been the lover of 
madamo Lorimcr, but had become wearied of her, and 
left her in consequence; that she had violently resented 
this conduct; and, after having In vain sought to movo 
him by prayers and supplications, had tried the most hor- 
rible threats and menaces. «I ought not indeed,” con- 
tinned he, to have despised these threats, for well I knew 
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the fiendliko malt* of tin, wmehcd , 

do X pay for my imprudent:,*, by f„lli 1>l{ tafc , u , J 
has du# for im. n 1 

In vein wo tmdeuvimrcd io indue,. |,im t„ |,„j,| „ .mr,.. 

ont loiwiutffu. He pwaiau.l will, dm,*, I ' 

ll “ im,t HUitomoiH; muimmlly hi» „ w)l ’ , ' 

cuice, tmd ioiuluiK the umlmr of hit, w,n*i will, liitt»r im 
preentloiiH. It mm tie, mini ii„|*,„,il,|,. „n„ w „ , 

to K o at liu'ifi) i mmnliMKly ,M. ,l„ |, Vr «l,fcr, l,!!,,,” 
l ! Un , which Hunt him [hoi „| K | U wrk , . 

iny in the Jhmtille, It wiw deemed tulvhudn 

to put him to tlw torture, |, m ,),« ", ' ,M '' " 

wrunff from him no lUiviiitimi fr,.m, „ r KmilMOktluiMV 
what ho hml previously ulleyrtl, ’ 

Tho affair hml now Imcoitm iriysmdou* «,,!} aj,i„ 

»,*«tr?=r«T. : ss* 

k ' 10w, V t «« *U o<’ rnn-hlM,. , J S 

wlKXse health wan dailytMi.iim- L\ m \ k nfs ' 
assured uh. that in Ids ^ M 

— ■» :x 

noons death, * k 1 ,U5 ‘ '“daMa- 

Whilst wo remained la uiu'ertahitv , 
proceeding i u the CtSLri Im S v r .» * * ,f 

after hla admission into th* ii I ' l,,rw day* 

violent Coiivulahmn, Ifh. ijw ww ll "’ "»™f 

of poison could * discovered 

«wnkcncd, and what followed wfiXtZn™ ” 
Madame Lori mm* wits ari esaed km, 

had been ncltmtol by „„ ^ “ 1,1,1 

unfortuimto lover whom , ,r " mll> ' “K“oi»t hr, 

for having oxptmd'ed the 1,1 'eriidnly rnprauchml 
in tile aociety of other ftmnVT **"< r " nllB,,ed 1,1111 with 
m-oso betwceii herself „ m | ('^^,7 wl,ic " 

alio nlono naerlbo Ida Infamm.. f V B «e*«u,n could 
that, for her own part «|T r « ! *l»Min K her; 

fid, as for n 8 ahe knew , “** 4 hwo b,m < 

'i betraying the eon«[:,lm cy , her prLIrnl *" d - 

the anxious hope of ,, ra :* , P^awpal dttti.ro, nmt to 

tho fortune of Cabert 1 Sim wT* lb « kinf * Wm l<> n»*« 

’ confined in Urn ™ -■** 
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but she did not long’ remain within its walla; for at the 
etui of a fortnight alio died of an inflammatory disease, 
Her death wan marked by no convulsions, but the traces 
of poison were evident. 

Those two violent deaths occurring: so immediately one 
after another (an not tho slightest doubt existed that 
Cohort hud likewise died of poison) threw tho ministers 
Into a sad state of perplexity. But to whom could they 
impute the double crime unless to some accomplice, who 
dreaded what the unhappy prisoners might bo tempted 
to reveal. Yet tho conduct of tho Jesuitical priests 
stated by umdumo Lorimor to bo tho principal ring- 
leaders in tho plot, although exposed to tho most rigorous 
scrutiny, offered not the slightest grounds for suspicion. 
Neither did their letters (which woro all intercepted at 
the various post-houses) give any indication of a treason- 
able correspondence. 

M. du Sari lues caused tho private papers of tho sus- 
pected parties to bo opened during their ownors’ absence, 
without discovering anything which could compromise 
their character. I am sponlcing, however, of tho fathers 
Corbin, Berthlor, and Corulti, for all our efforts could 
not trace father Dumas throughout all Paris. Nor was 
tho innocence of tho parliamentarians loss evident; they 
vented their hatred against tho ministry, and particularly 
against M. do Muupoou, in pamphlets, couplets, and 
epigrams, both in French and Latin, but they had no 
idea of conspiracies or plots, 

And thus terminated an affair, which had caused so 
much alarm, and which continued for a considerable 
period to engage tho attention of ministers. How was 
tho mystery to bo cleared up? Tho poisoned orango- 
flowor water, and tho sudden deaths of tho two prisoners, 
were facts difficult to reconcile with tho no less undeniable 
innocence of tho three accused Jesuits. The whole busi- 
ness was to mo an Incomprehensible mass of confusion, 
in which incidents the most horrible wore mingled. At 
last wo agreed that tho best and only thing to be done 
was to consign the affair to oblivion; but there were 
circumstances which did not so easily depart from the 
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recollection of my excellent friend, the martVh n\v de 
Mirepoix. « My dear Knul," mid »>u< to me ,j uy '* j(UVf , 
you ever inquired what became of ihe h^,,hw !j v ,^ 
given to inudamu Tanimef? she had no time to ,< M ip|oy' 
them in any way before her imprbionmem in the ItnMiHp 
You ought to inquire into what h.rnd* th* v have fallen * 
I fully comprehended the drill of thU qu » ^»*n which 
I put to M. do SnrtluvH the him lime I ww him * 

"Illcss m U ,» ((si .|«,im4 he. «y..n rrmj.,.1 ,| Ml „ lm , 
.00,000 ]ivi’c» hmro l*m lyln* I., a ,L«w W i.. ,„ v ,. m , e 
lint J have aueh a terrible memory,* 4 
. ‘“W"** r. * I linve » r.ioml *)„»« 

t" Zu'"‘, “? yi "! w *#*» su.I. omn,| t 

It will not bu wine to permit mwh to ( « umin xmf . 

Icsaly In your oOiru; at the wmm time \ nmt not 

tmt th,lt J™. I*y yo«r c Im* in the , r K 

no memm earned a right to them,* > 

Ho attempted tojmuily hbm«df; hut, interruHiino him 
I oxcl.amo.l, 'My k.h., 1 fried, >..i, l,«v, X fX' 

hitlon of your own m,,U„ K mt ‘, vvO , 

« you tonic llm oftlco upon u , . , 

"ivo tlimo it for you, b ,.l p,,vdy„ |,Jv f'p, , 
been i la fmmdaUmtMj for the ,, Nllr(1[ ,, f , u * 

t« «t«,Ki up,.., you.'ovvnrbrru 

onaily overcome. M 9 mul mi 

Ho ondemvemrad to m«ke « j„fc P „t , tlp nlMr .... , . , 

it seemed to accord «« in Li,u « i r * 1 11 

RR did the vc.MU.Xn Of , ' 

hroufflit them to me the f.di,.w?,^*aiy"Htl "’7"''°"' 
J’ octln * the nrrlvnl of ,y ‘ 

« R porcelain vnno which «p w | L - , 1 V 

^zz s, s w ?K; rn >— 
K‘1?: sr >t;; zxz 
as tsxsi t a j, dH ~ V* 

“And whowfore hna ~. m . n n. ?? In r««, 

P«ia?» inquired I, angrily C,vU,kHH1 « »l*n>ad to 
"Bochum he is afraid,** 

Afraid of what ? 8 replied t 
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<( 0 £ being murdered, " answered comto Jean: «it is a 
most horrible and authentic story. Imagine to yourself 
the (lungers of his situation: somo brigands, who have a 
design on lus life, have written him an anonymous billet, 
in which they protest they will certainly murder him, un- 
less ho deposits so, 000 livres in a certain place. You 
may suppose his terror; money he had nono, neither was 
his credit sufficiently good to onable him to borrow any. 
As a last and only clmnco, he throw himself into a car- 
riage, and hastened, tremblingly, to implore your assist- 
ance. " 

u And I mu quite certain you will not withhold yours 
from him," answered I, 

“ You are perfectly right," cried ho, “but unfortunately 
just now I have not a single crown I can call my own; 
so that it rests with you alone, my dearest sister, to save 
the life of this hapless comto du Barry." 

«I uni extremely distressed, my dear brother-in-law," 
replied I, “that 1 am just ns poor, and as unable to 
afford the necessary aid as yourself; my purse is quite 
empty." 

“Faith, my dear sister-in-law, I am not surprised at 
that if you convert a china vase into a receptacle for 
your bank notes." 

Saying this, ho drew a bundle of notes from the 
hiding-place in which I had deposited thorn. (< Do you 
know," continued comto Jean, “I really think wo shall 
find money enough here." Ho began to count them; 
and when ho had finished he said, “ My dear sister, 
neither your husband nor myself wish to importune 
you, or put you to any inconvenience, therefore you 
ahull merely oblige him with the loan of these 50,000 
livres to extricate him from his present peril; they 
ahull bo faithfully and quickly restored to you, and a 
note of hand givou you for that purpose if you de- 
sire it," So saying, he divided the money into two parts, 
replaced one in the vase, and pocketed the other. 

I was very indignant at the cool impudence with 
which this was done, and my patience had well nigh 
forsaken mo: however, I restrained myself; and I waa 
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happy enough that l nmhl ho far n.mpnr mywlf. My 
n?proiu*hrH would not have imbued m*mt*< Jean t*» give 
me back my money, ami would only have om^-d hi-, 
violence; which, when niiri’ mo iled, found vent in language 
Hit vehement ami energetic, that 1 did n >4 dmdte im 
hear any mote of it than 1 c«m!d In Ip At then.!.* mo> 
mu ill a he Keleeled not thy politest r-jsjures'iiun'n, Imf th»nm 
which were? the wt r*»»ij*crtt. ; am! hciddtm, mult wn* the mo 
goveniuhle nature of eomte JmmVi temper, that nmc 
rotiHml, Ito would have treated the king hrnnmlf with h* 
little enmihkruliou aw he did me, Still, he never dm 
UbwaUdy insulted me, n« .»* <|i«l he v*>mp<*«e tlnum in 
Mulling verxcri respecting' me, which were prmted hk, 
in “Us AwthtfX w >1 faJnms ,i» AW#;*\ ■» ThU would 
have boon tut indignity l would tpikkly have vammd 
him in repent having offered, 

Well,’ 4 inquired f, M »ue you very gkd t»* wr yonr 
brother in Vark ? " 

“No, 'pon my will I" returned hr; • Ui jmwe he U 
here, we mirnl tin the hm.l vve can with him. he we* very 
niiximiN to nee hi*, wkterdHdmv Mint um>m He my* the 
funner 1* ugly an »i»i, ami the latter aim**!, m Jmmkome 
«« you.* 

M Vary gallant,® replied 1; w h»i tell toe, emote Jean, 
tUm lhi« elegant compliment p fmmnl from toy Imnlwm! 
or youmdfM 


We were just then interrupted by the Arrival m! she 
nmrdclinto, am! m\m Jean retired, 

“Well, my dear, »he fogart, M have you mil M do 
, Sanities, mtd did you si peak to him r^jwtinji 
100,000 llvreft}* 

Oil, yen,* replied l, n he gave thuim hack to me; hut 
I have already had half of them mAmi from nw, m 
* By comto Joan, I‘l| engage,* turfed »h«. V\mn my 
word, that man is a perfect •pendihrii 
if you da not take great a« ( will 
And wlmt will ymi do with tho ^ 

my dear friend; where will you pla©& Uiem?® 
a In your hands, 
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«To that command, » answered she, <( I must perforce 
submit 5> ; and, taking the bundle of notes, she continued, 
« Assure his majesty that it will ever be my greatest 
pride and pleasure to obey his slightest wish. My respect 
for his orders can only be equalled by my tender friend- 
ship for her who is the bearer of the royal mandate. 
Then, deliberately putting the money in her pocket, she 
exclaimed, «You must own that comte Jean is a great 
rogue. ” 


CHAPTER XXXIX, 

My nlnrnm An //tv? of Hit) /'.it. m\ 

dOHVtmrti Itt ilirfcl Urn Uln«*« UUm A wnjuw at Trhosoi Trtbl*» 

talk •■-TI ir king 1ft MiumI will) Mliim* ItU i;'<oiv #)'».* Him with imp 

*« The jolmn's ikiU'liter ami Um hwmU 1 * 1 * - ' My t1p«j«in l‘..|vUiiT 

nf tai MarllnlM-e Um mugemi. 

[ hah ticcmtlimnlly w.»me mutcm mutable whims mid nt- 
prices, Among other I it mro my head 

tu hemme jealous nf the dmheww tin tWm?, under 
the idea that the tluku woiiM return in her, and that l 
should 110 longer possess his idlmTions, Now the cuumi 
of lhi« extravagant conduct was the fii-mumm with which 
mudamo d« O m 6 refused all overtures t*« me, ami 
l liml rdtiUy become j>w» spoiled ami petted, Oml I multi 
noL bo brought to uiuforatnml the mimmableuwi nf (ho 
duchemm <la Comid refusing to mulct km her rival by her 
presence. 

You may perceive that I had not «anod my heroic 
projects with regard to itiiulnme do Viw>& into exeemhm. 
Upon these occasions, Hits person immt to be pitied was 
the tluko, whom I made answerable for the dignified and 
virtuous conduct of his wife, My Injustice drove him 
nearly to despair, and ho used every kind and eemdbta 
argument to convince me of my error, as though it had 
been possible for mm mo headstrong and misguided m 
myself to listen to or comprehend dm language of 
I replied to Ida tender and beseeching epistles by every 
cutting and mortifying remark; in rt word, all common 
semm appeared to have formksm me. Our quarrel wm 
strongly suspected by part qf Um court; but the extreme 
prudence and forbearance of M. de Com* prevented their 
suppositions from ever obtaining any confirmation. But 

am 
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this was not tho only subject I lmd for annoyance. On 
the one band, my emissaries informed me that tho king 
BtiU continued to visit tho baroness do New— k, although 
with every appearance of caution and mystery, by the as- 
sistance and connivance of the due de Duras, who had 


given mo his solemn promise nevor again to meddle with 
tho affair. The gauvcrnanle of tho Parc-aux-Ccrfs fur- 
nished me likewise with a long account of the many 
visits paid by his majesty to her establishment. Tho fact 
was, tho king could not be satisfied without a continual 
variety, and lvis passion, which ultimately destroyed him, 
appeared to have come on only as ho advanced in years. 

All these things created in my mind an extreme 
agitation and an alarm, and, improbable as the thing ap- 
peared oven to myself, there were moments when I trem- 
bled lest X should bo supplanted either by the baroness 
or some fresh object of tho king's caprice; and again a 
cold dread ntolo over mo as I anticipated the probability 
of the health of .Louis XV. falling a sacrifice to tho 
Irregularity of his life. It was well known throughout 
tho chfitoau, that La Martinibro, tho king’s surgeon, had 
strongly recommended a very temperate course of life, ab 
essentially necessary to recruit Ids constitution, wasted by 
so many excesses, and had oven gone so far as to recom- 
mend his no longer having a mistress; this tho courtiers 
construed into a prohibition against his possessing a 
friend of any other sex than his own; for my own part, 

I experienced very slight apprehensions of being c is- 
^missed, for I well knew that Louis XV. reckoned too 
much on my society to permit my leaving the coml, 
and if one, the more tender, part of our union woio dis- 
solved, etiquette could no longer object to my presence. 
Still tho advice of La Martlnibre was far from giving 
me a reason for congratulation; but these minor griev- 
ances were soon to be swallowed up in one fatal 
tropho, by which tho honours and pleasures of Versailles 

were for ever torn from me. 

The madame of tho Parc-tMX-Ctrfs, fearing that 
of the subordinate members of that establishment t might 
bring mo Intimation of what waB going on there without 
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liar cngid/auur, mum otm day to uj*j ni^a* ini' dint hta 
innjusUy had fallon dunpornltdy In b*vu with u young 
orphan of high birth, whom rlituum hu*l VMndmird wtUiin 
dm walls of Imr Imrom; dial to nu ratruMrdhmry xh*mi of 
bmuity, Julio (for dial was Dm name *»f my rival) uuitod 
tlm intml insatiate muhillnu; Imr aims who ♦liro* t» ( l to 
reducing dm king into u ulaut of dm m>H tab-mho*" Immh 
age, M »nd lm," Halil nmduum, “bids fair to h*vmm? ail 
llml llm designing girl wimM have him M 
Julio feigned dm most violent love for Imr royal ad- 
mirer, imy site tliil not hesitate to rarry Imr language 
ami oarwiwrM far beyond dm shirt rules of decency; imr 
manners who those of one ammiomrd to dm immi 
jiolioluol nuciely, whilst her expressions who pivuli.nly 
adapted to please urns who, like dm king, had a peculiar 
relish for every thing’ that was lnder> nt or imvireet, 
Min majesty either visited her daily nr «hiI. for Imr to 
llm chateau. I heard likewise from M, d'Aignitboi, dial 
the king Itml recently y-ivou ord«t;n that !§*«•* three nmles 
nml two hrothera of Julie alioiiM lm raW-d by rapid pm< 
motion to dm highest military milk; at dm swum ditm 
dm grand alnumer Informed mu lm had received his maj» 
UHty'a express command to apjioini a cmmln of dm 
young lady l*» dm firnl vacant binhoprie, 

Tlmw various reports threw mu into a train of painful 
and uneasy reflections. lands XV, had never Imfons lm- 
slowed Nuuh marks of favour upon any Mh-e of dm P»tr»- 
aux'CWfx, and dm Inlrigtm had attained this height with 
llm most liusaitcoivftbta rapidity, Chumdly interrupted 
my nutdiudims, by presenting' Ithmclf with nn nt-wimi 
of Ids having htten emnm tamed by his majesty to tmm 
a most splendid mill of diamonds to be prepare*! for 
mmtemtaHu Julie, die king not considering any jewels 
of Paris worthy her necopunce. By way of a finish 
to nil thin, I learned that two ladies, one of whom was 
a duchess, had openly bowled at Versa Ohm pf their 
hulcmtship to Julie. This ww a more decided corroborativci 
than all dm rush Counhtm of either mm are skilful 
judged of Urn dhifllnp of Urn wind of court favour, tuttd 
I deemed It high time u> lumracm my brmhtr-lndaw to 
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my assistance, ns well as to urge him to exert his ut- 
most energies to support my tottering power. 

My communication tormented comto Jean as much as 
it did mo; he proposed several means of combating this 
rising inclination on the part of Louis XV. I assented 
to whatever ho suggested, and wo set to work with an 
eagerness, increased on my part by a species of gloomy 
presentiment, which subsequent events but too fatally 
eon firmed. The nmrdeluile do Mirepoix, who, from being 
on good terms with every person, was sure to be aware 
of all that was going on, spoke to mo also of this rival 
who was springing up in obscurity and retirement; and 
it was from the same source I learned what I have told 
you of the two ladies of the court. She advised me not 
to abandon myself to n blind confidence, and this opinion 
was strengthened when 1 related all I had gathered upon 
the subject, 

«You may justly apprehend, ” said she, (< tlmt Julie will 
instil some of her bold and fearless nature into the king, 
and should she presume to put herself in competition 
with you, victory would in all probability incline to the 
side of the Inst comer ” ; and I felt but too truly that the 

murdohnlo spoke with truth. 

A few days after this, the king being alone with me, 
comic Joan entered. After the usual salutations, he ex- 
claimed, W I havo just seen a most lovely creature.* 

« Who is she ? ” inquired his majesty, hastily. 

w No high-born dame,” answered comto Jean, <( but the 
daughter of a cabinet-maker at Versailles; I think I 
never beheld Ruch matchless beauty.” 

« Always excepting present company,” replied the king. 

« Assuredly,” rejoined my brother-in-law, but, sire, 
the beauteous object of whom I speak is a nymph in 
grace, a sylph in airy lightness, and an angel in feature. ^ 

« Comte Jean, seems deeply smitten indeed, madam, 
exclaimed Louis XV., turning towards me. 

«Not X indeed,” replied my brother-in-law, «my love- 

making days are over,” 

« Oh I oh!” cried the king, smiling, ^/rnclus belli . 

« What docs your majesty say?” inquired 1. 

H 
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"Nny, let the eumte uxplnitt, ** cried I««*ttiK XV. 

“TIuj kin nhMjrvi.nl, my iU*m* stater/ meuvrrrd eomte 
Jean, "that IuiUch ■-— lull, in fuel, I inn neither explain 
the ahiicevnUon, uur wan it intended fur )nm let 
it n* Hi," 

He etmliuuetl fur mums time In jest wlili ramie jean 
U]iuU Hin tmppuHeil p.tMmm iW tlie fair daughter uf the 
cabinet 'maker; uml Uu? king, wbil-.t ailVeling the Wtme.t 
intlilFenmeu, look every paiim tu obtain the Jullesu jmv- 
tknduvu uh to where Oita peerlewi beauty might Ik* hmml 

When my hroiher«iu*k\v nud myself were nbme, he 
Haiti tu me, *J played my pun famously, did l nut* How 
tiAgarly the bail wan swallowed!" 

* Explain yourself/ said i, 

"My gund winter, what I have siaid respecting this per. 
fcmtitm of loveliness i* tin fiction, neither have I at all 
exaggerated either her prrfemtau* or her beauty,, ami 
I triiMl by her aiil vve adi.dl obliterate from the king's* 
mind every recollection otf the seem of the /bnmwt- 
Crrfs* 

" Heaven grant it/ exclaimed l 

u My dear staler/ replied rondo Jean, M heaven bus 
nothing In tin with Mich tiling*," 

Alim! he was mistaken, uml Providence only employed 
the present occasion as w means ef rau«dug »m in l-*t* prw* 
uipUaUsd into the very ethytm of ruin we had dm# f»* r others,. 
On the following morning, Chantilly came t»« me in impure 
whether St wm my pleasure that the present Hdieimi should 
In? curried imu exacutitm," 

"Vtrs, yen," ft mi we red l eagerly, * by all meant, the 
more we direel the inelimdirms «f the king far the present, 
the In? tier for him rtml far m likewiw/ 

Armed with my conwsnt, ChnmiUy dispatched to the 
unhappy girl that mmfamr, who* skill in kucH detteata 
cmnmimtiinirt hud never been known u» fall, Nat that 
In Urn present iitwtanee any great hribs* wore requisite, 
but it wiw mwmmry la employ eonie agent whoso spuetoiM 
reasoning and oily longue should. have power 10 vanquish 
Urn virtuous relucumco of the victim hotwrif, m well m 
to obtain a promise of strict stlenee from her family 
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They were soon induced to listen to their artful temptress; 
mul the daughter, dazzled by the glittering prospect held 
out to her, was induced to accompany madam back to 
Million, where the king was to sup, in company with 
t |, 0 dues d'Aiguillon. and do Richelieu, the prince de 
SouMho, the dues do Coasd, do Durna, and de Noaillcs, 
moHdmnOH do Mirepoix, do Forealquier, do Elaracourt, and 
myself; my brother-in-law and Chon woro also of the 
party, although not among the number of those who sat 
down to supper. Their presence was merely to keep up 
my spirits, and with a view to divert me from dwelling 
on the presumed infidelity of the king. 

We had promised ourselves a most delightful evening, 
and had all come with the expectation of finding consul- 
orahle amusement in watching the countenances and con- 
duct of those who woro not aware of the real state of, 
the game, whilst such as wore admitted into my entire 
confidence, were sanguine in their hopes and expectations 
of employing the simple beauty of the maiden of Vci- 
salUcs to crush the aspiring views of my haughty lival 
of the IMrc-aux-Ccrfs, This was, indeed, the point at 
which I aimed, and my further Intention was to request 
the king to portion off mademoiselle Julie, so that she 
might bo ever removed from again crossing my path. 

Meanwhile, by way of passing the tedious hours, I wo 
to satisfy my curiosity respecting those charms of win 
com to Jean hud spoken so highly. I found the object of 
so many conjectures possessed of an uncommon ^ 
beauty, set off, on the present occasion, by every aid that 
a splendid and elaborate toilette could impart; hei fea- 
tures ware perfect, her form tall and symmetrical, hei 
hair was in the richest stylo of luxuriances but by way 
of drawback to so many advantages, both her bands 
fee wore largo and coarse. I had expected to have 

found bor timid, yet exulting, ** iX” tl e'lLu 

rind delected even to indisposition. I attributed the lass 
Which hung over her to some naurf 

regrets tor sacrificing some youthful P? 88 * 0 " at ^ 
oAmbltlon; but I was far from 

I but ttuspeotod the real cause! but I contontecl mys 
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with n Milrul Nmiiliiy, uml fa\ imt (<«•> 1 ?>WiM h*vr> t!«n«e) 
qucftliiiil )u i' «m Um mihjWt, Iml pa^nl t„ Mm mIihhi, 
wIiimv thi' y,ar»H wrr<? ahvmly miur'mM*M. Tin? uvrulug 
pmistnl uwuymnat tlulfghlfiiNy; lltr* UMiwImh* fa Mirr|*iiat 
t'xtvllt'il hi 'ini' If in km-piug up ft viUshimI H*nv *4 tivrty 
Nuvrr Innl mivuma fa t.Wi$ >m *j 
Uirhdum ajijHnirml t«>tupinl mlvaukigiu Tim Mug langhnl 
htnu'Cily ui thu imuiy mtua M ? |, mul 1*H gumty 

wm tluv w*«*re t'xcilrfl, fi«mt Itift Moving that I Wrt « in 
utu*r igmmmuti Ilf \w inritlcflUy. *i'h« rhnmjMgup Wil * 
fjvrly r.imul Mm tnhlu, till nil \y«» M »m h m \ ui 
hihirUum mirth. A Mmmwml iliiforuHt |m|i(i;« w* •»•»* utarfrtl, 
ami tlimtlmul only l*t gtv« way m h'eMi m ,n* 

piqmml than t\m prmuling, 

Tin? kinjbT, in « Hi **f grpml hmumir, Imgmt ( M retain hits 
mlvcmuimt with m.utanm *1^ Mtaummul; hut h«*>r v«*u 
numt; |umh»u uu\ my frJmnl. tar m umhuly tlt.l *\fa 
mujmay |jivn Mm Mm K» hta m taialtan f« •* a plain »\ y \* 
*‘f huiytmyi*, that, ulthnugh *>i pruilrry tanurit uu 

p,u l, »*( Mm ilmrnrirr ui any <»f tin? I«**le*r ^ a^jmmhtai!, we 
\vm? vntnprlltul («» mU wilt* mir nyr* h*nl mtr ytatn 
t,r ,,nl h» me*n r In? gtau.m ,.f ih'Mtf nt-ar u*. 

I liuvo liulr* itanta hill that tauita XV, imtal^l \fa m fa 
tM llita i extent liy u ktiiil »f menial vuw U* mill* the af> 
fair with hta u<mf«?»wr at lha exrltawi; Mpponumity, 

Wo T;™ * un ttt ub,a wlm ' Ihwduitk »irtwk twn linum 
P«*l iiihlni^hl. 

mu | TO \m ) « imjuirml i\w king. 

w ” * 4 irct, ** rujilimt Mm nmr&hab fa Mirtimi*. 

ym,l ‘ “IfWtMibiu mmkiy faWm all ffmMmim ui ihm 
away. B 

w TJm*u Hlw luit fil I lihmikl fnniMi ym all with mmnmy 
emaiji i t" rui;.ullis#i what \% rtwwflAiury h*r ynur nwn 
Hcnlth, Como, my MbikI». mornlnt will mor mil u* in 
uur nifmrimt t*arc:u, m a way t<\ ymtt |»ill«iws. ** 

Ba wtylng, Iho king luufo m a fHimdly fmivoU and 
rciirtul with Mm tinea fa Ditnu tuid fa Wa m* 

r**'*.”* «*««« •«» 
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« For my own part,® said the prince de Soubise, <c I shall 
not think of separating from so agreeable a party till 
daylight warns me hence. * 

(< The first beams of morn will soon shine through 
these windows,® replied M. d’Aiguillon. 

« We can already perceive the brightest rays of Aurora 
reflected in the sparkling eyes around us,® exclaimed M. 


de Cossd 

« a truce with your gallantry, gentlemen,® replied 
madame de Mirepoix, «at my age I can only believe 
myself capable of reflecting the last rays of the setting 
sun. ® 

«Hushl® interrupted madame de Forcalquier, <c you 
forget we are at Versailles, where age is never thought 
of but where, like our gracious sovereign, all are young. 

« Come, ladies,® said madame de Flaracourt, (< let us 
retire; I for one, plead guilty of being in need of re- 

P °«No no!® replied the due de Richelieu, « let us em- 
ploy the remaining hours in pleasing and social converse, 
and with a tremulous voice he began that charming trio 
in « Selina and Azor,® « Veillons mes soeurs. • We joined 
chorus with him, and the echoes of the palace of Lotus 
XV. resounded with the mirthful strain. This burst .of 
noisy mirth did not last long, and we relapsed into in- 
creased taciturnity, spite of our endeavours to keep up a 
general conversation. We were all fatigued, though none 
but madame de Flaracourt would confess the fact 
Tired nature called loudly for repose, and we were, each 
compelled to seek it in the different apartments assigned 
us The duo d'Aiguillon alone was compelled, by the 
duties of his office, to return to Versailles. , 

Upon entering my chamber I found my brother-m- 
there, in the most violent fit of ill humour that the 
king (who was in fact ignorant of his being at Trianon) 
had not invited him to supper. As I have before told 
you, oomte Jean was no favourite with his majesty, and 
as I had displayed no wish for his company, Louis XV. 
had gladly profited by my indifference to omit him upon 
the present occasion. I endeavoured to justify the king, 
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without succeeding, howovur, in appeasing comic Jeun, 
who vary unceremoniously consigned us nil in lli« wire 
nml coin puny of u curtain old gtmlleumn, whose territory 
in supposed to lie beneath “the round globe which \v«* 
inhabit." 

W I have to thank you," replied I, ‘Mora very Haltering 
mode of Haying ‘good night.*" 

“Perhaps," answered condo Jean roughly, “yon won It l 
prefer — " 

“ Nothing from your lips if you please, my polite 
brother, * cried I, interrupting him, "nothing you will 
say in your present humour cun he at nil to my taste, M 

Chou interfered between us, ami etfecled a recum ilia* 
Mon, which I was the more willing to listen to, that f 
might enjoy that sleep my weary eye lids craved f*.r. 
Scarcely was my head on my pillow, than I fell Jut** a pm 
found sleep; could I but have anticipated to what 1 should 
awaked It was eleven o’clock on the following morning 
when an immense noise of some person pillaring my 
chamber, aroused me from the sweet slumbers I was mill 
burled In. Vexed at the disturbance, I impdred, in a 
peevish tone, “Who is there?" 

“ 'Tin I, my sister," replied Clum, “ M. do ChamiUy is 
here, anxious to speak with you upon a matter of great 
importance. " 

Chamilly, who was close behind mademoiselle tin Harry, 
hogged to bo admitted, 

“What is the matter, Chamilly ? H cried I, “and what 
do you want? Is mademoiselle Julie to Mol off into the 
country Immediately ? * 

“Alas! madam," replied Chamilly, “his majesty h ox« 
(.remedy ill." 

These words completely roused me, and raising myaelf 
on my arm, I eagerly repealed, 

“111! of what does he complain? 8 

“Of general and universal pain and suffering," replied 
Chamilly. 

“ And the female who was hem last night, how in ahe ? • 

“Nearly as bad, madam; she atom this morning eom» 
plaining of illness and languor, which increased m rap- 



C0MTJ5SSE DU BARRY 


375 


idly, that she was compelled to be carried to one of the 
nearest beds, where she now is.” 

All this tormented me to the greatest degree, and I 
dismissed Cham illy for the purpose of rising, although I 
had no distinct idea of what it would be most desirable 
to say or do. My sister-in-law, with more self-possession, 
suggested the propriety of summoning Bordeu, my phy- 
sician; a proposal which I at once concurred in, more 
especially when she informed me, that La Martinibre was 
already sent for, and hourly expected. 

« I trust/ said X, « that Bouvart knows nothing of this, 
for I neither approve of him as a man or a doctor, J> 

The fact was, I should have trembled for my own power, 
had both Bouvart and La Martinibre got the king into 
their hands. With La Martinibre I knew very well I 
was no favourite; yet it was impossible to prevent his 
attendance; the king would never have fancied a prescrip- 


tion in which ho did not concur. 

Meanwhile X proceeded with my toilette as rapidly as 
possible, that X might, by visiting the king, satisfy myself 
of the nature of his malady. Ere t had finished dressing, 
my brother-in-law, who had likewise been aroused by the 
mention of his majesty’s illness, entered my chamber with 
a gloomy look; ho already saw the greatness of the danger 
which threatened us, ho had entirely forgotten our quarre 
of the preceding evening, but his temper was by no means 
improved by the present state of things. We had no 
need of explaining ourselves by words, and he continued 
walking up and down the room with his arms folded and 
his eyes fixed on the floor, till we were joined by tlie 
mnrbclmlo de Mirepoix and the comtesso do Forcalquior. 
Madame de Flaracourt lmd taken her departure at an 
early hour, either ignorant of what had occurred or with 
the intention of being prepared for whatever might 



As yet, it was but little in the power of any person to 
predict the coming blow. «The king is ill/ said each 
of us as we met. «The king is ill/ was the morn- 
ing salutation of the dues de Richelieu, de Noaiiles. de 
Luras, and do Cossd. The prince de Soubise had followed 
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the example; of madam© do Hlaraeourt, and had quitted 
Trianon; it seemed an though tlu* hour for defections 
wort; already arrived. A summons now arrived from hit* 
majesty who wished to sa t; me, l lost not a moment in 
repairing to Ida apartment, whom I found him in bed, 
apparently in much pain ami uneasiness, Ho received 
mo tenderly, ionic my bunds in Ilia, ami ktasr.il them; then 
exclaimed, 

11 1 feel more indiapnsed than 1 ran describe, a weight 
seems pressing on my oheal, and universal languor up. 
pears to chain my faeullicH both of hudy and mind, I 
should like to ace Tat Mmtinii*re. H 

"And would you not likewise wish to have the udvico 
of Ilimlmi?” 

ft Yt:n, M said he, "let both tome, they are both clever 
men, and I have full confidence in their skill, Hut <lo 
you imagine thal: my present illness will Ik; of » serious 
nature ? ” 

" Hy no means, siro, > * returned 1, "merely temporary, I 
trust and believe. 1 " 

w Perhaps f took more wine Ilian agreed with tm Uni 
evening; but where is the nmrtVhulc f M 
“In my chamber with mudnme do Forcahpder. * 
tt And the prince de SimluW 1 n 
“lie 1ms taken flight, M replied I, laughing, 

“I suppose so, w returned I.taim XV,, 0 he emdd not 
bear a long absence from Haris; company he must have,* 
n In that respect he resembles you, sire, for you gener- 
ally consider company as a necessary pond, 0 

He smiled, and then dosing his eyes remained for 
Home minutes silent and motionless, utter a while be 
said, 

K My head is vary heavy, m farewell, iny sweet friend, 
I will endeavour to pet some sleep, " 
w Bleep, sir«! B said I, "ami may It prove n« healthful 
and refreshing as I pray it may.” 

So saying, I glided out of the room and returned to 
my friends, I found madam© de Mirepoix and the due 
de Canid waiting for me in the anteroom, 

* How in the king ? ” inquired they both in a breath, 
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(< Better than I expected,® I replied, “but lie is desir- 
ous of sleeping,® 

«Ho much the worse,® observed the due do Cossd; “ I 
should have thought better of his case had he been 
more wakeful.® 

« Are you aware of the most imperative step for you 
to take?® inquired the nmrdchale do Mirepoix. 

«No,® said I, “wlmt is it?® 

«To keep his majesty at Trianon,® replied she; “it 
will bo far better for you tlmt the present illness should 
taka its course at Trianon rather than at Versailles.® 

«I second that advice,® cried the due do Richelieu, 
who just then entered tho room; “yea, yes, as madam© 
do Mirepoix wisely observes, this is tho place for the 
king to be ill in.® 

« But,® exclaimed I, “must wc not be guided by the 
physicians’ advice ? ® 

“Do you make sure of Borden,® said tho duke, “and I 
will speak to La Martinibro.® 

M. do Cossd took mo aside, and assured me that I 
might rely upon him in life or death. When wo had 
conversed together for some minutes, I besought of him 
to leave the place as early as possible; “Tako madame 
de Poroalquior with you,® said I, “your presence just 
now at Trianon would bo too much commented upon.® 
Ho made some difiioulticH in obeying me, but I in- 
sisted and bo went. After his departure, tho due de 
Richelieu the mardchalo and myself walked together in 
the garden. Our walk was so directed that wo could see 
through the colonnade every person who arrived up the 
avenue. Wo spoke but little, and an indescribable feel- 
ing of solemnity was mingled with tho few words which 
passed, when, all at oneo, our attention was attracted by 
tho sight of com to Jean, who rushed towards me m a 
state of f re nay. 

“Accursed day,® cried he, stopping when he saw us, 
« that wretched girl from Versailles has brought the small- 
pox with her.® , , , . - 

At this fatal nows I heaved a deep sigh and fainted. 
I was carried under the portico, while the poor mareclmle, 
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scarcely more in her souses than myself, stood over mo 
weeping like a child, while every endeavour wan lining 
made to restore me to life. Borden, wlm chanced to lie 
at Versailles, arrived, and supposing it watt on my u<*» 
count he had been summoned, hastened to my assist" 
unco. The due do Richelieu and eomte Jean informed 
him of nil that had panned, upon which he requested to 
nee the unfortunate female immediately; while he wan 
conducted thither, I remained alone with the murtfelmle 
and Henrietta, who had come to Trianon with my suite. 
My first impulse upon regaining the use of my senses, 
was to throw myself in the mum of the manh hale, 

"Wind: will become of me?*' exclaimed I, weeping, 
•if the king should lake thin fatal malady, he will never 
survive it. w 

•Let un hope for the best," answered mudame de 
Mirepoix; w it would ho encouraging grief to believe a 
misfortune, which we have at present no reason to sus- 
pect. M 

Comte Jean now rejoined hh, nmompmdtd by Borden 
and the due do Richelieu; their countenance?* were gloomy 
and dejected. Tint miserable victim of ambition hud the 
symptoms of the most malignant sort of small pox; this 
was n finishing stroke to my previous alarms. However, 
com to Jean whispered in my ear, " Borden will arrange 
that the king shall remain here,* 

This tuwurAUCO restored mo to something like compel* 
sura; but these hope* worn speedily dissipated by the 
arrival of La Marilni&re. 

w Whnt in the matter?" inquired he, *is the king very 
ill?" 

"That remains for you to decide a ; replied the due de 
Richelieu; "but however it may lie, irmdarne du Barry 
entreats of you not to think of removing the king to 
Vermillr.H," 

“ And why no ? " asked La Martinifere, with his accus- 
tomed abruptness, tt His majesty would bo much bettor 
there than here," 

“ Ho can nowhere be better than at Trianon, monsieur. *» 
Mid I. 
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« That, madam,' >> answered La Martinibre, <c is the only 
point upon which you must excuse my consulting' you, un- 
less, indeed, you are armed with a physician’s diploma. » 

« Monsieur la Mar timbre,® cried the due de Richelieu, 

« you might employ more gentle language when speaking 
to a lady.® 

« Was I sent for hither,® inquired the angry physician, 
« to go through a course of politeness ? ® 

For my own part I felt the utmost dread, I scarcely 
knew of what. Borden, seeing my consternation, hastened 

to Interfere, by saying, > 

«A,t any rate, monsieur la Martinibro, you will not 

alarm the king needlessly.® 

« Nor lull him into a false security,® answered the de- 
termined La Martinibre. « But what is his malady ? lmve 
you seen him, doctor Bordou ? ® 

(< Not yet.® 

« Then why do wo linger hero ? Your servant, ladies 
and gentlemen.® 

The medical men then departed, accompanied by the 
due de Richelieu. 



on APT HR xi„ 

I,* MiUtlltMl* lltfl khltf !•» I* irniMVr.l ?<» VY r*i»4U**** ■■■■Tit" 

young pmplinl upjMMrn again to iimUantn *h» Hm»v I'mltHun 
r«np«ttUtiK ennHiml tin UKlitilRu — T>to jHlurtn AwxUtvt 

to sun nmdntm? tin Hurry .Madam* »!*> Mlir|«..i< and tie* v*u*«o 

frmuiH-* A mirte h\ Out mIm» of madam** *U« Ihmy, 

W u roKTiNUMt for mime minute* mR ** tlv gaving on 
the retreating «»f Pit Maitindoe and hk 

enmpuninmi. 

"Come,” Haiti Urn umnMmle, “let w return to the 
hotuto*; saying which, she het«rlf l*v tin* arm 

of comtt? Jean, whilst l mechanically hdkmrd h*r r*uni< 
pic, ami molly ami sorrowfully we In nt our c!*-p>» beneath 
the aplemlid colonnade which formed the enUunee to the 
mansion. 

When I reached my elmmlier, l found mudemokeHe *l«i 
Harry there, will! Ignorant of the alarming h«-\vh 1 hud 
just learned. She earnestly prewd me to return to lied, 
hut thin t refused s for my hunting annlriy to Irani every 
particular relative to the king would have prevented my 
sleeping. Mow different vtm the style of our present nm> 
vernation to that of the preceding evening; no sound »*f 
gaiety was heard; hushed alike were l lie witty repmtre. 
ami the approving laugh which followed it. Now, we 
spoke but by fits and ntnru, with eye and ear on the watch 
to catch the slightest wound, whilst the most trifling imke, 
or the opening of a door, made us start with trepidation 
and alarm. The time appeared to drag on tt» an inter- 

iv.tv.nt.lr. tnnrrlU 

* do Richelieu made hk appearance, 

Ha,* said he, *ihe king U to lie r«o 
s, spite of your withe*, madam, spite 
inclination, mid again*! mine, lifcewite* 
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La Martinifere has thundered forth his edict, and poor Bor- 
deu opposed him in vain. His majesty, who expresses a 
wish to remain here, stated his pleasure to La Marti- 
ni&re. 

(<< Sire, > answered the ohstinate physician, < it cannot 
be. You are too ill to be permitted to take your choice 
in the matter, and to the chateau at Versailles you must 
be removed, ’ 

«<Your words imply my being dangerously indisposed,’ 
said the king, inquiringly. 

<(< Your majesty is sufficiently ill to justify every pre- 
caution, and to require our best cares. You must return 
to the chateau; Trianon is not healthy; you will be much 
better at Versailles. ’ 

«<Upon my word, doctor,’ replied the king, < your 
words are far from consoling; there must be danger, 
then, in my present sickness ? ’ 

«< There would be considerable danger were you to. re- 
main here, whilst it is very probable you may avoid any 
chance of it by following my directions with regard to 
an immediate removal to Versailles.’ 

«<I feel but little disposed for the journey,’ said his 
majesty. 

« < Still, your majesty must be removed, there is an abso- 
lute necessity for it, and I take all the responsibility upon 
myself.’ 

« What do you think of this determination, Bordeu ? ’ 

«<I think, sire, that you may be permitted to please 
yourself. ’ 

« < You hear that, La Martinihre ? ’ 

(<< Yes, sire, and your majesty heard my opinion like- 
wise.’ Then turning towards Bordeu, ( Sir, ’ exclaimed 
he, < I call upon you in ray capacity of head physician 
to the king, to state your opinion in writing, and to abide 
by the consequences of it; you who are not one of his 
majesty’s physicians.’ 

« At this direct appeal, your doctor, driven to extremi- 
ties, adopted either the wise or cowardly resolution of 
maintaining a strict silence. The king, who was awaiting 
his reply with much impatience, perceiving his reluctance 
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to Bpank, turned towtlrdn the due da Duma, who wan In 
attendance upon him, and Haiti, * Let them take me when 
and whoro my head physician ml vinca . 1 ” 

At thin recital I whed fresh tears. The duke after* 
wards told ua that when Lit Murthiihrc had quitted hm 
majesty, ho went to ascertain the condition of tlm wretched 
girl who had introduced all thin uneasiness uniting us, ami 
after having attentively examined her, lie exclaimed, "Shw 
In pifcHt all hope, God only known what the ennncq acmes 
maybe,® This gloomy prognostic added mUU more to my 
distress, and whilst those mound me strove to communi- 
cate fresh hopes and conlidemti to my tortured mind, 1 
remained in n statu too depress'd ami dejected to admit, 
one, even one ray of consolation, 

The king was removed from Trianon, followed hy alt 
the persons belonging to his unite, The msnVImle he* 
Hinted upon deferring her departure till l quitted the 
place. Wo set out a few minuter after Ida majesty, and 
my coachman had orders to observe the same alow pace 
at which thy royal carriage travelled, Scarcely had we 
reached Vomdlhrs, when mechanically directing my eyes 
towards the iron gale, leading to the, garden, a sudden 
paleness overspread my countemmee, and a ery of terror 
escaped me, for, leaning against the gate in question, 1 
perceived that singular being, who, after having foretold 
my elevation, Imd engaged to present himself Iwfore me, 
when a sudden reverse was about to overtake me, Thin 
unexpected fulfilment of his promise threw me into the 
most cruel agitation, and I could not refrain from ex- 
plaining the cause of my alarm to those who were with 
me. No sooner had I made myself understood than 
comto Jean slopped the carriage, and jumped out with 
the intention of questioning this mysterious visitor, We 
wailed with extreme impatience the return of my brother* 
In-law, but ho came back alone, nor had he been aide to 
discover Iho leant trace of the object of hh search. In 
vain had ha employed the two footmen from behind the 
carriage to examine Urn different avenues by which ho 
might have retired. Nothing mk\ lm heard of him, nod 
I remained, more than over, convinced that the entire 
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fulfilment of the prophecy was at hand, and that the fatal 
hour would shortly strike, which would witness my fall 
from all my pomp and greatness. We continued our 
route slowly and silently; the mar Achate accompanied me 
to tile door of my apartment, where I bade her adieu, 
Spite of her wish to remain with me; but even her society 
was now fatiguing to me, and I longed to be alone with 
merely my own family. 

My two sisters-in-law, the wife of comte d’Hargicourt 
and that of my nephew, were speedily assembled to talk 
over with me the events of the last twelve hours. I 
threw myself upon my bed in a state of mental and 
bodily fatigue, impossible to describe. I strove in vain to 
collect my ideas, and arm myself for what I well saw was 
approaching, and the exact appearance of the singular 
predicter of my destiny prepared me for the rapid accom- 
plishing of all that had been promised. 

Louis XV., during this fatal illness, was placed under 
the care of Bordeu and Lemonnier. No particularly 
alarming symptoms appeared during that day, and we re- 
mained in a state of suspense more difficult to bear than 
even the most dreadful certainty. As soon as the king 
felt himself sufficiently recovered from the fatigues of his 
removal he requested to see me. After bestowing on me 
the most gratifying marks of the sincere st attachment, 
he said, 

«I am well punished, my dear countess, for my incon- 
stancy towards you, but forgive me. I pray and believe 
that, however my fancy may wander, my heart is all your 
own. * 

« Is that quite true ? » said I, smiling. « Have you not 
some reservations? Does not a noble female in the Parc- 
ciux-Cerfs come in for a share as well as the baroness de 
New — k? J> 

The king pressed my hand, and replied, 

« You must not believe all those idle tales; I met the 
baroness by chance, and, for a, time, I thought her pretty. 
As for the other, if she renders you in any. way uneasy, 
let her be married at once, and sent where: we need 'never 
see her again,” .. 
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K Thin in, indued, the language of Minority, M c lied I, 
M uiul from this moment I Hindi Have the fullest e»nfh 
donee in you. M 

Tins eoimmintion watt curried on IW u long while in 
this strain. The phyaiciuiiH had made n«* li^Ut of the run* 
plaint, that llu; king helim’d hit* iHnes-s i<» he merely of 
a temporary nature, uud bin gaiety and goml spirtia re- 
turned ulmoHt In Uud r natural height, lie inquir'd alter 
nmdiune do Mirepoix, nnd whether my MMora hi law were 
muumy respecting his stau? of health. You »my imagine 
that my reply win* worded with rill the tuuitou mn en^ary 
to keep him in profound lgimram:o m* tn hta real enndi- 
lion. When I returned to my apartment t found Borden 
there, who appeared quite til a lotw what t«» »«iy respect- 
ing the king’a malady, the nymph-um Mill c< imbued Pm 
uncertain to warrant any person in calling it the small 
pox. 

"And Hliouhl il prove that Imrrihle o.mpkbm?" in- 
qui red 1. 

“There would, In that caw, I hi e<»u«>iderah!o danger, * 
replied Borden, not without extreme embarrassment, 

“ Berlmpa even to ilia extlnethm of all ImjH’f* asked I, 

Hind atone turn toll," returned Harden, 

"1 understand, * interrupted I, quickly, “and, spite of 
the myntary with which you would fain conceal the ex- 
tent of bin maje^ty'ii danger, I know, mid venture* i»* 
nwtwl, that you eomdder him already m dead," 

"Have a cam, madam, " exclaimed Harden, Himv yon 
nthnit midi an idea, and Mill mom of jowhdudng it, l 
pledge you my ward that I do not consider the king fa 
in danger; I have men many e mm equally axtmmUMnry 
with hi«. M 

I Hhook my head in token of dbbdhf, I hud uttered 
what I firmly atippoftod the truth, and the night «f my 
ovil gmvluw in the person of the prophet who had awaited 
my return to Venmllleii, turned the encouraging words of 
Borden into n cold, heavy chill, which struck to my 
heart, Borden quitted me to reaume his attendance ttpcni 
the king'. After him came the due d’AJguillon, whoao 
feature s bore the visible marks of care and 'cUmiitittL. He 
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met me with the utmost tenderness and concern, ashed 
of mo the very smallest details of tho disastrous events 
of the morning. I concealed nothing from him, and he 
listened to my recital with the most lively interest; and 
the account of the apparition of the wonderful being who 
seemed destined to follow mo throughout my career was 
not tho least interesting part of our conversation. 

« '1' here are,” said tho duke, (< many very extraordi- 
nary things in this life, reason questions them, philosophy 
laughs at them, and -yet it is impossible to deny that 
there are various hidden causes, or sudden inspirations, 
which have the greatest effect upon our destiny. As a 
proof, T, will relate to you the following circumstance. 
You are aware,” continued the duke, "that the cardinal 
do Richelieu, tho author of our good fortune, spite of the 
superiority of his mind, believed in judicial astrology. 
When his own immediate line became extinct by tho un- 
expected dentil of his family and relatives, he wished to 
ascertain wlmt would bo the fate of those children be- 
longing to his sister, whom he had adopted as the suc- 
cessors of his name, arms, and fortune. Tho planets were 
consulted, and tho answer received was, that two con- 
tui’ies from tho day on which Providence had so highly 
elevated himself, tho family, upon whom rested all his 
hopes of perpetuating his name, should fail entirely in 
its male descent. You see that tho due do Fronsac has 
only one child, an infant not many days old. X also 
have but one, and those two feeble branches seem but 
little calculated to falsify tho prediction. Judge, my dear 
countess, how great must bo my paternal anxiety 1 w 
This relation on tho part of tho due d’Aiguillon was 
but ill calculated to rostoro my drooping spirits, and al- 
though I had no reason for concluding that tho astrologer 
had spoken prophetically to tho grand cardinal, I was not 
the less inclined to believe, with increased confidence, the 
predictions uttered respecting myself by my inexplicable 
visitor of tho morning. My over kind friend, the duch- 
OBHO d’Aiguillon, was not long ere she too made her ap- 
pearance, with the view, and in tho hope of consoling mo. 
I could not resist her earnest endeavours to rouse mo 

«S 
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from my grin’, and a piateful mmwo of her ipmdumn 
obli^ud mo to deck my irutuivn with at Irani tin* rmm . 
blaimo of cheerful iwh:). ICvory hour fresh uiTHituis of the 
kind's health worn me, of a nmM rimuumpup, 

nature; by these bulletins one miplil Manually smppHar 
him rapidly reeoveriiid, ami we all hep, an to smile at our 
folly in having heen ho soon alarmed; in Cel, my spirit-; 
rosi! in proportion u* those about me appeared full of 
frenh eonlideiteo, anti the myaleriiuH vial of my evil 
jpmlim gradually faded from my reeoHe. tion, 

In thin manner the day panned away. 1 visited the 
kiny; from time in lime, and he, although evidently mm h 
oppressed and indisposed, eon verged with me withiml any 
painful effort, Ilia aliertlon for me arrmed totals* irrah 
Ht re i ip, I h as his bodily vijp.nr declined, and the fervent 
attachment Im expressed for me, at, it time when Melt 
miitht reasonably have heen expected to h,,hl pmsc'emm 
of his mind, Idled me with reprei at, jmt hrin$* aide more 
fully to return ho mtieli tendernein, In the eveidup 1 
wishi.nl to he alone, the ttiuftVImU* tie MdejH.ix had mml 
lo reipiesl a private interview, and I awaited her arrival 
in my chandler, whilst an inmirmvc »'ou» '.mse of vi«dl««ra 
Idled my salons, M*lte kind's danger was not, yet »ni'lo 
eietitly derided for the court ter* to abandon me, ami the 
chmicwH continued loo HU.n4.ly »»» my favour to warrant 
any mm of them in withdrawing from me their mm\ 
attentions, Comte Jean, however, presented hemalf he- 
forcnrm, spite of the orders l had pivot to exclude every 
person lmt Urn mnrtkiude, 

" My dear Msier,” cried he, m he entered, "t’hmmlly 
Iimh juat told mo that ho hm received the royal command 
to have Julio married off without delay; now this is a 
pku;a of delicacy towards yourself on the part of the 
kind for which you owe him many thunk?*, Ihu [ have 
another communication to make you, of a km pleasing 
nautro. The unfortunate girl who hm \mm left at Trh 
anon, has called incessantly for you the whole of this 
day; she asHcris that she has mailers of importance to 
communicate to you. " 

Whatever surprise I experienced at ihi* intelllffence it 
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was impossible it could bo otherwise than true, for was 
it likely that, at a time like the present, comto Jean would 
attempt to impose such a talc upon me. 

« What would you have me do ? " asked I of my brother- 
in-law. 

« Hark ye, sister," replied he, «we are both of us in a 
very critical situation just now, and should spare no en- 
deavour to extricate ourselves from it. Very possibly this 
girl may bo in possession of facts more important than 
you at present conceive possible; the earnestness with 
which she perseveres in her desire of seeing- you, and her 
repeated prayers to those around her to beg your attend- 
ance, proves that it is something more than the mere 
whim of a sick person, and in your place, I should not 
hesitate to comply with her wishes." 

« And how could we do so?" said I. 

« To-night," returned ho, “when all your guests have 
retired, and Versailles is in ft manner deserted, I will 
fetch you; we have keys which open the various gates 
in the park, and walking through which, and the gar- 
dens, we can reach Trianon unobserved. No person 
will be aware of our excursion, and wo shall return with 
the same caution with which wo wont. Wo will, after 
our visit, cause our clothes to be burnt, take a bath, and 
mo every possible precaution to purify ourselves from 
all chance of infection. When that is done you may 
venture into the apartment of his majesty, even if that 
malady which at present lumgs over him should turn out 


to be the small-pox." 

I thought but little of the consequences of our scheme, 
or of the personal danger X incurred, and l promised 
my brother-in-law that I would hold myself in readiness 
to accompany him. We then conversed together upon 
the state of the king, and, what you will have some diffi- 
culty in crediting, not one word escaped either of us 
relative to our future plans or prospects; still it was the 
point to which the thoughts of comto Jean must naturally 

were interrupted in our tUc-h-tUe by the arrival 
of the mardehale, whose exactitude I could not but ad- 
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mire, Com te Joan, having hastily paid hi-* eumptimenis, 
left uh together. 

“Well, my dear wmulnw,'* Mm, tiding my hand 
with n friendly premuire, "ami Imw mt \Uv dear 
Invalid ? M 

,? Jiottor, 1 Imjio, M replied 1, "ami indeed, thta 
at iii'Ht mo alarming to no*, Meeum rather * ah uhifed t M ah- 
lay my foimci feus a ami aii-HO'lit'ri hy uthirdiug llio king 
ttalm ami impartial relleeihm; tin* result **i it L n»ut n ,y 
dreaded rival of the Piin»twx (\»Js j* ds-auh^'d, M 

tt r am delighted to hear thm/ replied mudnme do 
Mirepoix, w hut, my dear aonl, lot me cauiimi yon agniimt 
too implicitly Inciting these dneiltnl appearum* -e*, \n, 
morrow may deairny ihew flattering liMpe*. and the m <*( 
day- - M 

"Indeed!" cried I, interrupting her, M U,e ithv»M<m« 
answer for hin recovery." 

And Htipposo they should chance t>» lw )ut*d 4 keu a M 
returned my cautious friend, "what Umn f Hot niy 
dear cmmlesw, my regard for y.o. um\vU me u, 
out, and to warn you of ir|**.?n»g in uampdllity when 
yon might in Im acting, ho not derive y„.ir w lf, 
nothing to chance; and if y*m have any favour |« ask of 

the. king, lone no time in hu doing while vet v*a» have the 
opportunity," 

And what favour would you ad vine me to ask ? a 
Hftid I. 

“You d« nal umlt'if.inml , | licit .< * [|w 

nmrdclmlo, “ t my Hint it I, (m,wr<itivHy m>«it«ry f.,r 
you W ncct.pt wltnltsvt>r lh« king nitty l,.,l w 

oltcr you ti« n future provision, uud ns Htr«nlin K you the 
“f l" u “ l "K ‘he remainder ..f yourtUv* in ««, «„d 
uimqiiiimy. Whitt would become of you i.t Kmt „f , hB 
uoralf \onr mtmermiH creditor, would tesi™ e you with 
n rapacity, mill further excited by the support they 
would native from court. You look nt mo with tnirprlw 

Er r, k u,< ‘ , hmm ^ " f ‘""hi i-e * r, 

thus n ' n" 0 , " r yu " *" y° ur life. «"‘l da not 
rcglrd of t If Z' i,UereB,sof >’ lmr m “• » romantic dl*. 
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I could not foci offended with the nmrdchale for ad- 
dressing me thus, but I could not help fancying the 
moment was ill chosen, and unable to frame an answer 
to my mind, I remained silent. Mistaken as to the cause 
of my taciturnity, she continued, 

“Como, I am well pleased to see you thus reflecting 
upon what I have said; but lose no time, strike the iron 
while it is hot. Do as I have recommended either to- 
night or early to-morrow; possibly, after that time it may 
1)0 too late. May X venture also to remind you of your 
friends, my dear countess. X am in great trouble just 
now, and I trust you will not refuse to obtain for me, 
from his majesty, a favour of which I stand in the utmost 
need— 50,000 francs would come very seasonably 5 I havo 
lost that sum at cards, and must pay it, but how I know 
not." 

« Let not that distress you," said I, “for I can relieve 
you of that difficulty until the king’s convalescence en- 
ables him to undertake the pleasing office of assisting 
your wishes. M. do Lnborde has orders to honour all my 
drafts upon him, I will therefore draw for the sum you 
require. " Bo saying, X hastily scrawled upon a little tum- 
bled piece of paper those magic words, which had power 
to unlock the strong coffers of a court banker. The 
mnvdchulo embraced me several times with the utmost 
vivacity. 

« You are my guardian angel," cried she, <( you save me 
from despair. But, tell me, my generous friend, do you 
think M. de Labordo will make any difficulty?" 

“Why," said I, “should you suppose it possible he will 

do so?" 

« Oh, merely on account of present circumstances.” 

« What circumstances ? " 

“The Illness — no, I mean the indisposition of his 
majesty. " 

“Ido is an excellent man," said I, “and I doubt not 
but he will net nobly and honourably." _ 

« If wo could but procure his majesty’s signature— 

“But that is quite impossible to-night." 

“I know it is, and, therefore, I will tell you what I 
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. a late hour my rooms were at length forsaken, and 

" ^tired to my chamber where, having dismissed my 
attendants, I remained alone (as was frequently 
custom) with my faithful Henriette, whom I caused 
change my evening dress for a dark robe, which I 
“° v ^red with a large Spanish mantle I had never before 
and thus equipped, I waited the arrival of comte 
Henriette, surprised at these preparations, pressed 
m<5s With so many questions, that at last I explained my 
wHole purpose to her. The attached creature exerted all 
h®*' eloquence to point out the dangers of the enterprise, 
wlxidi she implored of me to abandon, hut I refused to 
listen to her remonstrances, and she ceased urging me 
fuirtlier, only protesting she should await my return with 
the* most lively impatience. 

length, comte Jean appeared, armed with a small 
sword-stick and pistols in his pocket, with every other 
Precaution necessary for undertaking so perilous an ad- 
venture. We descended into the garden with many 
smiles at the singular figures we made, but no sooner 
were we in the open air, than the sight of the clear 
hegtvdhs sparkling with stars, the cool still night, the 
vast walks lined with statues, which resembled a troop 
of -white phantoms, the gentle waving of the branches 
as the evening breeze stirred their leaves, with that 
feeling* of awe and solemnity generally attendant upon 
the midnight hour, awoke in our minds ideas more suit- 
able to our situation. We ceased speaking, and walked 
slowly down the walk past the basin of the dragon, in 
orcl or, by crossing the park, to reach the chateau de Tri- 
anon. 

IT or tune favoured us, for we met only one guard m 
tlae park; this man having recognised us as we drew near, 
sainted us, and was about to retire, when my brother- 
in-law called him back and desired him to take our key, 
and- open with it the nearest gates to the place which 
wished to go to. He also commanded him to await 
oVVC return. The soldier was accustomed to these noc- 
ttrmal excursions even on the part of the most scrupu- 
| 0tt g and correct gentlemen and ladies of the court, 
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lie, therefore, msnuml us of his pun, nudity, mid opened 
for uh u great iron pate, whieh it would have e-fit my 
brother-in-law nmeh trouble to have mined upon its 
hinges. 

The nearer we approached the end of imr iomuey, the 
more fully did our minds Income inipiwwd with new 
and painful disquietude?! At length, we reached the 
place of our destination. 

My brother-in-law desired he might he aunouured hut 
Haul nothing of who I was. We were expected, for a 
Bwiwrt belonging to the palaee conducted its to u • hander 
at one end of the eliiUeau, where, ahvtchnl on a hed *.f 
loatliHome disease, was the n eat m e who, hut a few hours 
before, had been deemed worthy the embraces of a 
powerful monarch, Beside her were an eldnly female, 
Iter mother, and an agerl priest, who had her n likewise 
mtnnmmed by the nidortuuate girl, and her brother, a 
young man of about twenty ■fom' years of age, with an 
eyo of lire, and a frame of Herculean j^wer, He was 
Hitting with his back turned towards the d»w*r; the mother, 
ludf reclining on the bed, held in her hand a hamlker' 
chief stooped in her (ears, while the et.ylrslmuid read 
prayers to them from a book whieh he held A m»r«e, 
whom wo had not before jwreeived, answered the call 
of Iho Swiwt, and inquired of him what he wanted 
"I want nothing, myself, " answered he, ‘"hut here is 
comlo Jean du Barry with a lady from Versailles; they 
nay they com© tit the request of mademoiselle Aunt?, 0 
Wo were now m\ the threshold of the dm»r, and the 
nurse, ci oflaing the chamber, spake to the mother, who 
hnslily rose, while the priest discontinued Ida prayers, 
l lie mother looked at us, then whispered stome word?* to 
her tin lighter. The patient suirred in her lied, mid the 
nurwe returning to us, said to cornier jean that ho might 
approach the hed of the invalid, 
lie advanced and l followed him, although the noisome 
eflluvitt with which the air was loaded produced a tuck* 
neBH I scarcely could surmount, The gloom of the place 
was still further increased by the dim light of t\m wu 
amdleti placed in a nook of the room. 
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The priest, having 1 recognised my brother-in-law, and 
mtspocting doubtless who I was, was preparing to with- 
draw, but the sick girl made signs for him to remain. 
Ho obeyed, but removing to a distance, he took his place 
beside the young man, who, understanding only that 
strangers had arrived, rose from his scat and displayed 
his tall gigantic height to the fullest advantage. 
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ItHighlci’, n I winhi?4 im %<■» ysisi s*i 5 M<mw ymi |f**r my 4^- 
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volvccl iiw-/ 
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ihh wh.il ynu pM<mi»4 i:«e ? a 

** Ami whai did I priming f*«dl wb«*n l vaiwnl i*« 
hold mywslf ithn^io tuid jijio 0«? I :i «fr|nr»*l wmufo ihm I 
inn, l have *»!d my honour fer pahry g^y,, wheedled by 
«U5M-> 
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the deceitful flattery of that man who stands before me, 

I joined his infamous companion in the path of guilt and 
shame. But the just vengeance of heaven has overtaken 
me, and I am rightly punished. ” 

Whether this language was the result of a previously 
studied lesson I know not, but it was ill-calculated to 
raise my failing spirits. 

« My child, my beloved child I ” exclaimed the weeping 
mother, «fear not, God is merciful and will accept your 
sincere abhorrence of your fault. I have this day offered 
in your name a fine wax taper to your patroness, St. 
Anne, who will, no doubt, intercede for you.” 

« No, no!” replied the unhappy girl; w there is no 
longer any hope for me; and the torments I now suffer 
are but the preludes to those which I am doomed to en- 
dure everlastingly.” 

This singular scene almost convulsed me with agitation. 

I seized the arm of my brother-in-law with the intention 
of escaping from so miserable a spot; the invalid per- 
ceived my design and vehemently exclaimed, 

« Stay, comtesse du Barry; I have not yet finished with 
you, I have not yet announced the full revenge I shall 
take for your share in my present hopeless condition; 
your infamous exaltation draws to a close, the same poi- 
son which is destroying me, circulates in the veins of him 
you have too long governed; but your reign is at an end. 
He will soon quit his earthly crown, and my hand strikes 
the blow which sends him hence. But still, dying a vic- 
tim to a cruel and loathsome complaint, I go to my 
grave triumphing over my haughty rival, for I shall die 
the last possessor of the king’s affections. Heavens ! 
what agonies are these?” cried she; then, after a short 
silence, she continued, extending to me her arms hideous 
with the leprous blotches of her disgusting malady, "yes, 
you have been my destruction; your accursed example 
led me to sell myself for the wages of infamy, and to 
the villainous artifices of the man who brought you here 
I owe all my sufferings. I am dying more young, more 
beautiful, more beloved than you; I am hurried to an 
untimely end. God of heaven! die! did X say die? I 
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cunnnl, will n*«t M«»ilt«*i’, w»\v y.mr child' Hiolhrr 

lu, 'Ip me, uuw m»* ! )l 

* My daughter, my dueling chdd 1 " * ■ s 1 » *» 1 the dcspiiii ing 
wringing Iut hands and weeping l.iui » 5 y, 

,( % dourest nittler Amm, what ran l da f*.r y„u ? w in, 
(juirai llm yoniif- 1 man, w)m;m Mmn b w n,i melted 
into morn wmitanhih triitim *»**?-:«. 

"Daughter, M interrupted the priest, "tb<d b« gm W |; he 
cun mid will forgive y.m if y„n heartily him him, 
with u tiinemt dunjro to nome for yum 1 I'muIi . M 

All Ihiti look place in less lime than it h«m lit 

Urn recital. My hroilterduduw iimiihl » • ■ni|-U t* l y <|r» 
privtul of hln tumid nrlf » powcM’dnn by this burnt of fright* 
ful raving; hit. Ah* t appeared railed to the tU.r H f tlm 
chamber; Ida eolmir changed from white to red, mid a 
tuilil pm’Hpimllnit covered his brows, l*ot' my own port, 

I WrtH moved hr yum l dcMmiplimt; hut my fm uilir* *>ivmmi 
H poll-bound, and when l strove to speak, my longue 
cleaved to my mouth, 

l lm delirium of jtoor Ammo continued for some time 
to find utterance, either by eonvuMvo gesticulation, half* 
uttered expressions, umi, occasionally, )>md mid vehement, 
imprecations, At length, iptiio exhausted with her vlo» 
loitoo. which mpdred «H tlm rdb.ru of her brother to 
tmbtluo by punitive force, nhet mink into n nfttit? of i mooed 
bilily, The pritnil, on hit. knees, implored in n hmd voice 
tho mercy of Providence for tlm king mid nil him »t»b* 
jcotn, Htid any petwm conceived the deMgu of working 
on my fears mo fur a.« to induce rno to abandon it life at, 
court, they could not have Murewded more entirely than 
by exhibiting' to me Urn sforn? f have boon do, scribing, 
Hml not ninny contending id oust enabled mo to bear tip 
under nil I tuiw and hoard, my mum# must have for* 
mikcn mo; under common drcumstimoost, Urn impact of 
the brother nlmto would have terrified mo exceedingly; 
«ml even now, l cun not recollect without a shudder, the 
looks of dark mi d sinister meaning \m nltermritdy directed 
Rt me ft ml at com to Jean, At this moment, the doctor 
who had tlm charge of the unhappy girl arrived. Tim 
warmth and eagernoaa of nmtmer with which he 
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me directly he perceived my presence, might have proved 
to all around that I was not the hateful creature I had 
been described. This well-timed interruption restored 
me to the use of my faculties, and repulsing the well- 
meant attentions of my medical friend, I exclaimed, 
w Do not heed me, X conjure you; X am only temporarily 
indisposed. But hasten to that poor girl whose dangerous 
state requires all your care.® 

My brother-in-law, recovering himself by a strong ef- 
fort, profited by the present opportunity to remove me 
into another apartment, the pure air of which contrib- 
uted to cool my fevered brain; but my trembling limbs 
refused to support mo, and it was necessary to apply 
strong restoratives ere X was sufficiently recovered to 
quit tho fatal spot. At Trianon, as well as at Versailles, 
I was considered absolute mistress; those of tho royal 
household, who were aware of my being at tho former, 
earnestly solicited mo to retire to the chamber I had oc- 
cupied on tho preceding night, but to this arrangement 
tho com to and myself were equally opposed. A sedan 
chair was therefore procured, in which I was rapidly 
transported back to Versailles. 

You may easily conceive in what a state I arrived 
there. My good Ilonriotto was greatly alarmed, and im- 
mediately summoned Bordeu, who, not venturing to bleed 
me, contented himself with administering some cordials 
which revived mo in some degree. But the events of tho 
last few hours seemed indelibly fixed in my mind; and I 
heard, almost with indifference, tho bulletin, issued re- 
specting the state of the king’s health during the fatal 
night which had just passed. One object alone engrossed 
my thoughts; my eyes seemed still to behold the misera- 
ble girl stretched on her dying bed, whoso ravings of 
despair and threatening words yet rung in my ears, and 
produced a fresh chill of horror, as With painful tenacity 
my mind dwelt upon them to the titter exclusion of every 
other consideration. The unfortunate creature expired on 
tho third day, a victim to the rapid progress of the most 
virulont species of small-pox, She died more calmly and 
resigned than I had seen her, For my own part, I freely 
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pardoned her injusliee towards myself, and rdueeieiy for- 
give the priest: if la? (us I have been l»*M) excited her 
bitterness against inc. 

The severe t«hi i«’k l hail experienced might have ter- 
minuted fatally fur me, had imt; my thoughH been com. 
polled to rouse themselves for the. contemplation t*f tin 1 
alarming prospect before mu. It was more than four 
o'clock in Urn morning when I relumed to the chateau, 
and at nine T rose again without having obtained tin 4 
least repose. Tim king had inquired for nic several 
times, I instantly went b» 1dm, and my languid frame, 
pale countenance and heavy eyes, all widt h he took an 
the consequences of my omivm lor his hidiapt nation, 
appeared greatly to allVet him; and he n«mght !•» com- 
fort mu hy the mwmaimu of Ida bring cmt’ddrruhly better. 
Thin was far from lining tnm, hut he wu-n far from suspect- 
inj 4 ' the nature of the, malady to wide!* hh frame was 
uhout to heroine a prey. The physicians had imw pro 
nouneed with certainly on the subject, in-r was it, puianhle 
to make any mystery of it, with me, who had seen Anne 
on her siek-bcd. 

la eommon with all who knew the real nature of the 
complaint, I nought to euneeal it front the king, and in 
thin deception the physicians themwdvrs concurred. hi 
Urn eom stt of the morning a eomndtntton look plaee; when 
called upon for their opinion, each of them endeavoured 
to evmlo n direct answer, disguising Urn name of his 
majesty's disease under the apjtellathm of a enbmeorm 
eruption, cliivkaii-pox, etc,, ole. , none daring to give it iu 
true, denomination, TUmleu and I.cmouuief pw*mt?d this 
emulous plan, hut Tat Mart indue, who had first of all pro- 
nounced his decision on the , subject, impatient of m much 
circumlocution on Urn part of those, around him, could 
no longer repress hb indignation, 

“How is this, gentlemen! w exclaimed he, w i# science 
nt a standstill with yon? Surely, you cannot bo in any 
doubt on the subject of the king'sa NlnoMU His majesty 
)\m the Bitmll-pox, with a implication of other dtauuie* 
equally dangerous, and I look upon him m a dead 
man, tt 
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“ Monsiom* do la Martinibrc,” cried the due de Duras, 
who, in quality of his office of first gentleman of the bed- 
chamber, wan present at this conference, (< allow me to 
remind you that you arc expressing yourself very impru- 
dently.” 

K I)uo do Duras,” replied the abrupt Da Martinihre, 

« my business is not to hatter the king, but to tell him 
the truth with regard to his health. None of the medical 
gentlemen present can deny the truth of what I have as- 
serted; they are all of my opinion, although I alone have 
the courage to act with that candour which my sense of 
honour dictates.” 

The unbroken silence preserved by those who heard 
this address, clearly proved the truth of all La Martinibro 
advanced. The due de Duras was but too fully con- 
vinced of the justice of his opinion. 

“The king is then past all hope,” repeated he, “and 
wlmt remains to bo done ? ” 

“To watch over him, and administer every aid and re- 
lief which art suggests,” was the brief reply of La Mar- 
tinibro, 

The different physicians, when separately questioned, 
hesitated no longer to express their concurrence in the 
opinion that his majesty’s caso was entirely hopeless, un- 
less, indeed, some crisis, which human foresight could 
not anticipate, should arise in his favour. 

This opinion changed the moral face of the chateau. 
The due de Duras, who had not previously suspected 
even the existence of danger, began to feel how weighty 
a burthen reposed on his shoulders; ho recommended to 
the medical attendants the utmost caution and silence, 
pointing out, at the same time, all the ill consequences 
which might arise, were any imprudent or sudden ex- 
planation of his real malady made to the august sufferer. 
Unable to attend to everything himself, and not inclined 
to depend upon his son, whose natural propensity he was 
fully aware of, ho recalled to his recollection that the 
corat© do Muy, the sincere and attached friend of the 
dauphin, son to Louis XV., was then in Versailles. He 
immediately sought him out in the apartments he occu- 
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pil'd in tin* chateau, and i omuumh ulrd {«♦ him t S*<? result 
of tins eimnultaliou respecting the king's ilhir?w, 

Tin; comic dc Muy wav* one *>i Uc-.r 1,11c »■ dmivn tors 
reserved by I'rovideme for fin* happmc^ * *1 a ni ate, 
when k i 1 1 y* j» me wme enough to employ them, lb* thought 
not of personal interest or advantage, but. ilh-iittnl the 
duke, tin; precise Urn? of conduct ha loue-eli w-mSd have 
pursued under Himilnr eircum-nannes, 
w The luat tiling to In* dmii 1 ,** send h>\ M r> t«» icntcm- 
hi'!’ thill, till* king in It ('IneiUan, and ?•* •» milm nt tit every 
respect to tin? customs of his pivd«vev>or«, W»i an? 
u warn, my lord duke, that directly any tunultfi' of tin? 
royal family in attacked by tins sunidhpu*,,, ho ought im* 
mediately to receive extreme y**« w»H, i 3 u*rrh<re, 

nmko tin? necessary urTaugcmeni'h and appiM*? ileem 
whose duty it becomes t*» udminMer is " 

” This is, indeed, an nuptounaMt replied 

tin; duke; “to admmii.b r rttonno mo torn to hiw maj- 
esty, ivi to announce to him enndly and abruptly that hU 
hull limtr has arrived, and to hid him prepare IW death,” 
M Tlus duly iii ut'Vci Ihnh'ii'i huperauve, ” answered (hie 
tmmtt; do Muy, " and you incur no slight respo mobility 
by neglecting it.” 

Tim emmequenen of thin conversation w«.n, dial tins duke 
mnl o/r two etturiorw immediately, mm to tmuUme 
and the other to tin? archbishop of !*.,» ».«. Il»> also up 
p fixed Urn ministers of the result of tin? ernnmtiation 
wliicli hud taken place, whilst the emote do Mny Umk 
\\\m\ himself the painful office of mapr aiming the dam- 
phiu with the dangerous stale of Ida grandfather, This 
y ttWn K‘ prince, whose first impulses were always amiable, 
immediately burst into tears; the dauphinesns endeavoured 
to con Mole him. But from that moment, her royal high* 
mm appeared to show by her lofty and skpufiiHf bmring, 
her consciousness of the fresh importance she had n«®« 
tut vily acquired in the eyes of the nation. Moan while, 
the dauphin hastened to the side mmn of his beloved 
relative, nnximia lo b&strnv upon him the ear m and nl* 
tentlorm of a mm ; but in the anteroom his pr«»gnms m 
stopped by the due do la VrUUfere, who informed him, 
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that tho interests of tlio throne would not permit his 
royal highness to endanger his life by inhaling tho con- 
tagious atmosphere of a room loaded with the venom of 
the small- pox. Ho adjured him, in tho name of tho king 
and his eountry, not to risk such fearful chances. The 
lords in attendance, who did not partake the heroism of 
the young prince, added their entreaties to those of le 
petit saint % and succeeded, at length, in prevailing upon 
him to return to his apartments, to the great joy of Marie 
Antoinette, who could not endure tho prospect of being 
separated from her husband at so important a juncture. 

No sooner had the princesses learned tho danger of 
their august parent, than without an instant's hesitation 
they hurried to him. I was in his chumbor whon they 
arrived; they saluted mo with great gentleness and affa- 
bility. When the king saw them,, ho inquired what had 
brought them thither at so unusual an hour. 

“ We are come to see you, my dearest father,” replied 
mndarne Adelaide; “wo have hoard of your indisposition, 
and trilling as it is said to bo, we could not rest without 
satisfying our anxious wish to know how you found your- 
self. » 

Tho other sisters expressed themselves in similar terms, 

“ It is all very well, my children,” said Louis XV., 
with a pleasing smile, « and you are all three vory excel- 
lent girls, but I would rather you should keep away from 
lids close mom 5 it can do you no good, and X promise to 
let; you know if I find myself getting any worso,” 

After a slight resistance tho princesses feigned an 
obedience to his will; but, in reality, they merely retired 
into an adjoining chamber, concealed from tho sight of 
thdr parent, where they remained, until tho moment 
when they undertook tho charge of tho patient. Their 
heroic devotion was tho admiration of all France and 
Europe. 

Much as their presence constrained me, I still kept my 
place beside tho sick-bed of his majesty, who would not 
suffer me to leave him for a minute. 

At an early hour the mardchalo do Mirepoix returned, 
according to her promise. I met her in the corridor m X 
3(5 
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was; passing along mi my way to the king* apartment; 
her lace was lull of cheerful amilua, 
u I l*.*\v greatly am I obliged to \v*u for your prompt 
rtueeour/ nail! she, without even impmiug alt. *r my health 
or that of ilit; kin)*. 11 i in you know, I was but ju;^ in 
tiiuo; litn minutert later, ami I Mi* -tiStl have bemi iviuml 
payment, for your chetpte, M, do 1, abode, who waa ho 
devotedly your friend only yesterday, eomited out to me 
the glittering coin l was. jm annuofi t«» obtain. lie even 
aeeomjiaidetl me to my eaniage, when behold, just the 

moment, when, with Ida hut in Ida hand, he w.m 

Rallantly huwing, and within),; me a pleasant journey, a 
Courier arrived from VernaiUea bringing him the new,?* 
ol the kin)* h illuefW, He looked v.o over whelmed with 
innate million mid alarm, that l could u.*t prevent myself 
from bunding into a hearty tit of laughter, n..« ) u * my 
gaiety forsaken me up to the present moment M 

"You me very fortunate/ said I, " to he maided thus 
t«> preserve your pood bpiriK” 

My dear creature, I would fain cheat tune of norite 
cf Ida elaium upon me. Mat now I Hunk of n, what in 
tin' limiter Mure I wan here ? In the king vvo)«e, and what 
h thin 1 hear whispered abroad of the *mwl| po« f M 
u AlaH, madam/ answered I, much hurt at the jiurmih 
hility aim displayed, “ we run hut i«*i great danger of 
liming our friend and Iwmebtetor for ever w 
“ h’car mu, how very shucking! Hut what has he willed 
on you? What have you ask**! him for } ** 

“Nothing!" replied I, coolly, 

“ Nothing! very Admirable, indeed; hut, my g«»d mm\, 
IheHe line. «emimunt« sometime* leave people t» eat the 
bread of charity. Ho. then, you have not followed my 
advice, Once more, I repeat, Iom? not the present oppor> 
tmdty, ami, in your place, l would Bel about securing 
my own hue retd, without one imtiam'* delay,® 

" d'lmt I could not do, madam/ *nitl I; • it is wholly 
foreign to my nature to take admuag® of the wrnkmm 
of » dying man." 

h "Dying man I" repealed ihe trmr&lmb {ncrec!u!ou»ly, 
"come, come, In Is not dead yet; and whilst there h life 



COMTESSE DU BARRY 


403 


there is hope ; and I suppose you have carried your ideas 
of disinterestedness so far as to omit mentioning your 
friends, likewise. You will never have any worldly sense, 

X believe, My dear soul, ® said she, stooping down and 
whispering in my ear, (< you are surrounded by a set of 
selfish wretches, who care nothing for you unless you 
can forward then* interests. ® 

«I see it, I know it,® exclaimed I impatiently; <( but 
though I beg my bread, I will not importune the king.® 
« As you please,® cried inadame de Mirepoix, (< pray do 
not let mo disturb your intentions. Silly woman that 
you aro, leave others to act the sublime and grand, your 
part should he that of a reasonable creature. Look at 
myself, suppose I had not seized the ball at the bound.® 
« You were born at Versailles,® answered X, smiling in 


spite of myself. 

« Trite, and I confess that with me the greatest of all sense 
is common sense, which produces that instinctive feeling 
of self-preservation implanted even in animals. But is 
the king indeed so very ill ? ® 

« Ho is, indeed, dangerously ill,® 

<( I am very sorry,® answered she, <( his majesty and 
myself were such old friends and companions; but things 
will now be very different, and we shall soon see the 
court filled with new faces, whilst you and I, my poor 
countess, may hide our diminished heads, A set of 
hungry wretches will drive us away from the princely 
banquet at which we have so long regaled, and scarcely 
will their eagerness leave us a few scattered crumbs 
how dreadful! Yes, I repeat that for many reasons, we 
shall have just cause for regretting the late king.® 

« The late king!® exclaimed I. (< His majesty is not 

yet dead, madame la mardcliale.® ; 

«I know that, but he will die; and by speaking of the 
event as if it had already taken place, we prepare our 
minds to meet the blow with greater resignation when it 
does fall. I am much concerned, I can assure you; but 
let us quit the close confined air of this corridor, and go 
where we may breathe a purer atmosphere. 

She took me by the arm with a greater familiarity 
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Hum Him IkuI ever before assumed, and hd tin* way to 
my chamber, where l found ilm due de In Willihv awn it . 
l»tf mo, to request I would return 0 • the liny., who had 
asked for me more limit om»\ This consummate hypo, 
erito kHkc< 1 the prestmt opportunity of renewing hi* me 
Himtncos of an mmlleralde attar him nt to me, vowing (lu 
eternal friendship. I wait ivnak enough to h.-Iievo him, 
ami when I nave him my hum! in M.. n ».f »v* ..m dintmn, 
I espied tlu? mm&dmlo standing hrhind him, making f .ig, 
nalrt to me to distrust his professions. 

1 know Hot the reason of this t'oiidm t, on the part of 
the due tin la Viilliere, lint 1 van only Mappmi** jjj nripi. 
Haled In hiM considering the king in h>v*. danger than he 
w«H Raid to lie; however, 1 suth n d him to lead in- p, 
the chum Iter of the invalid. Wl.rjt Homo* XV, h . uw me 
rettiru, he Inquired why 1 had quitted him } I replied, 
bccmiRO I wan fearful of wearying him; upon wide!, he 
iiHRiircd me, that he only felt easy and emdoHahlo j„, 
long tm \ wan with hint, 

w Hat, perhaps, there jw ho me contagion in my present 
complaint ? w exclaimed he, aw though labour mg under 
Hume painful idea. 

w C gj lainly not , n replied I; w i( >m hut. a lemporarv emp. 
lion of the skin, which will, m* doubt, carry off the fever 
you have Ruffcred with,* 

I feared it was of a more dangerous nature,** an 
Hwertid the king:. 

“You torment ymiradf needh ly. mre, M feiid I; w why 
should yott thus create phantoms for your own annoyance 
and alarm ? Tranquil Hm yourself, and leave the ta?»k M f 
curing you to ub. w 

I easily penetrated the real inq^rt of hk word*; he 
evidently miapeetcd the truth, ami war* filled with the 
most cruel dread of having his miapidom* confirmed. 
During the whole of this day he von tinned in the same 
BUle of uncertainty; the strictest watch war ml around 
him that no imprudent mnfeMion should reveal to him 
Hie real nature of his situation. I continued sitting be- 
Bide him in a state of great conatrnint, from the kiiowb 
et.go of toy being closely observed by the print&tsei, of 
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whose vicinity we durst not inform him, in the fear of 
exciting' his fears still more. 

Tho courier, who had Been, despatched to madame 
Louise, returned, bringing a letter from that princess to 
her sisters, under cover to madame Adelaide, in which 
she implored of them not to suffer any consideration to 
prevent their immediately acquainting their father with 
the clangorous condition he was in. The duty, she added, 
was imperative, and the greatest calamity that could be- 
fall them, would be to see this dearly loved parent expire 
in a state of sinful indifference as to his spiritual wel- 
fare. 

The august recluse, detached from all sublunary con- 
siderations, saw nothing but the glorious hereafter, where 
She would fain join company with all her beloved friends 


and connexions of this world. 

Tho archbishop of Paris, M. de Beaumont, a prelate 
highly esteemed for his many excellent private qualities, 
but who had frequently embarrassed the king by his per- 
tinacity, did not forget him on this occasion; for no 
sooner did the account of his majesty’s illness reach him, 
than, although suffering with a most painful complaint 
he hastened to Versailles, where his presence embarrassed 
every one, particularly the grand almoner, who, a better 
courtier than priest, was excessively careful never to give 
offence to any person, even though the king s salvation 
depended upon it; he, therefore, kept his apartmen 
giving it out that he was. indisposed, and even took m his 
bed, the better to avoid any disagreeable or inconvenien 

request. The sight of the archbishop of Paris was far 
from being agreeable to him. This prelate went first in 
search of tho princesses who were not to be seen on 
account of their being with their father. A ^ 

despatched to then, and mesdames Adelaide and Soph, 
after having a long conference with him, hy h s advice 
summoned the bishops of Means, Goss, and de Senlis, 
and held a species of council, in which it was unanimously 

agreed that nothing ought to prevent their entering upon 

an explanation with the lung, and offering him spiritual 
succour. 
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WIiu was («> inuicrlaky thr dHUntr i> hvratm* 

l,lu iwxl |n‘int In u-n-.hlrr, M. .!r Kn^nlahr J|,, Unn\, 
nut wishing an Ini tiiiitl, in »Kifi uji-m thr , k j 

lln> j.;rainl almimri', whn was umv at Ws^hih M ,{,< j ( 
Kn,:!u ‘ Aymmi was tlmrHVr K,-m ha, mjM.-.tm,; hh, 
uuaWiiti) ullrmlamr, NVv.rr dhl mvjtn'h-m nunr 

w.//,) /V-yV.v, mi- m«»nt mmlly .ii-.tmh any um»m ih muj. 
Ilmmvr, In I'Mfiiw wan ii)i|,f»N-aMr., ami lUr r...,U)»al av' 
mvtl, )*xwiali« K tin, ual nf hi, *. v, n.t lamlwr <>r | 
wIim, aftar having t’Xjilaimtl thr Matr ».f at fair* tn l m » 
nil num.'ll him that Im was wmt, fW I.*.* thr inm*,.* ,.r 
, 1 '“'^"^ hi!1 '*« l, y l»*<-i*arin K tlm Imy |,, r i!uM f r *. 

T,U} phVil, that (lx* wivil duty hy „ M 

muma lwhM^.c. 1 1 t„ him; that |,i« j.har at *■.,,»{ « 

vary nilmmU nalmr, ami h.nl imtho^ at all tn »tn with 
tiutX-Unir u.n^h m- Ui» pm.jMy, hr pwi*l. hml 

"«''!***»*< wh.. Mti K ht In l«« *,,« I.*, a«'l thr vmy „M)f 
"Mnm it! tlMf Jryal rhamhrr w».»M hr .imth* ir-pti in Vm, 
j»y«9» llw ill..Mri».w iuvali.hh thr nMv™ whhh hrM« n ,ht 
‘‘ ni ‘ ‘ H,U ! r * Ui n ' v,i, ’ ! i ^ «*•'*«»! a!»aa,r. r »*„!. 

" M ' mr * '* «*»«* w « *«■. .mr ^ Urn 

17 V in ? 1 * lt ' VmuI ’ 1 Up nv*-r*«My In r .nh-r with J*U 
royil hj^hmjw, thy ihmphm, 55 •• 



CHAPTER XLII. 


FifHt proceedings of tho council — Tho dauphin receives the prelates 
with great coolness — Situation of tho archbishop of Paris — Riche- 
lieu ovrnlos tho project for confessing tho king— The friends of 
madamo dll Barry como forward — Tho English physician— The 
nbb6 Torray — Interview with tho prince dc Soubiso — Tho prince 
and tho courtiers— La Mnrtiniisro informs tho king of tho true 
nature of Ills complaint— Consequences of this disclosure. 

T im different members of this concile impromptu de- 
clared themselves in favour of this advice, much to 
the grief and chagrin of the princess Adelaide. She 
easily perceived by this proposition that the court would 
very shortly change masters, and could she hope to pre- 
serve tho same influence during the reign of her nephew 
she had managed to obtain whilst her father held the 
sceptre ? However, she made no opposition to the reso- 
lution of tho prelates, who forthwith proceeded to the 
dauphin, who received them with considerable coolness. 
As yet, but ill-assured in the new part he had to play, 
tho prince showed himself fearful and embarrassed. The 
dauphincss would willingly have advised him, but that 
prudence would not permit her to do, so that the dauphin, 
left wholly to himself, knew not on what to determine. 

This was precisely what tho grand almoner had hoped 
and expected, and he laughed in his sleeve at the useless 
trouble tajeen by the archbishop; and whilst he openly 
affected to promote his desires as much as was . in his 
power, ho secretly took measures to prevent their suc- 
cess. M. do Beaumont, who was of a most open and tip- 
right nature, was far from suspecting these intrigues; 
indeed, his simple and pious character but ill-qualified him 
for tho corrupt and deceitful atmosphere of a court, es- 
pecially such a one as Versailles. His situation now he- 
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omno one of diUieulty; uhmnionrd l.y tin* H-iImp, mid (he 
frnutd almoner, dimppointrd jit Ini-. imp, • ( ,j liUt jj,, • a 

Mti»|M»i*U!i‘ in l he dauphin, what n,n!,l hi* • !>, uhme with 
t,U} piiiHVWieM, wlm, in their ih,ad „f r . m dn. ; m , r||tM 
lion, which might In* lata! to tin i* pomt, Uw W wUilt 
to resolve 'll | k >it. A a u bid, ivwMinve, tlmv rmimooun! the 
uhl»<< Munilniur, (he kiinjVt vonHv.m’. The j„, lain r \cite*| 
hin t'.oul in all itfi fervour, ami this uml t ,n, 5 iur* 

prieni determined to nndrrmJm that whhh many mMI ,< 
eminent personages hail shrunk from uttrmptm-., 

H« t lie re fore nought, mlmiumwe into the t !mml<t-r of 
Hie king, where he found (he timsde Haim-, mu \ ,j r j. Uh , 
c’lieu, lo whom he eommtmumed the mh.ion whi* h 
he whm come. 

At this declaration, (lie mnieiptruees »,f wish h he 
plainly foresaw, the ilm* .!e Mmaa h^iuted i M i, T t v 

aeurcdy knowing how i„ wm,l o» « How the ,j‘ 

hihly of which mini fall upon him a!..ue, the dm* tic 
Richelieu, with greater rdioommmid, eatiRnied him from 
hin diiluully, 

w «ir,» wiiil lie to the tiMri, M vour real n hi K hlv prm*.e 
worthy both the duke mol myself me aware „i) ,j m t 
HhouUI be done u|iou mnh mi m t \ w 

mul «lth.i« K h 1 freely admit that the * W rrd 1 yon 
Hpeuk of h of an imperative nature, yet | w„,,hi oWrve, 
llml tho king* being null in ignoroure of hMaSid msdndv 
neither your Men nor oum mi begin, until the moment 
when the physician** shall have thought pro,*-*' to reveal 
he whole truth to hi, majesty, Thin u a matter of 
form and aliquot!* to which nil mud »ul»miL who have 
nny functions to fulfil in the chfittnm," 

Ihll h l!n V' 8 l “ VB '"'KK*'* 1 W* far 

I mlMmwd reply. Tho nbM M., fell „ll the 

. ! ’“f " f i u,;, “ r ' ?n,i, ' n . Y<* Willi Mil 111® tenacity of 

hin profession, he replied, J 

ff Thnt sine* it rented with the phydehtm* to nurifke the 
king of )iis being ill with the tmiRlhpox., they mi&hi i» 
be summoned and consulted tut to the part u» uke * 

At these worth tho due da Dmw dipped away from 
the group, and wont himaeU in g®ardi of tkmmr Dordeu 
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whom he brought into an angle of the chamber out of 
sight of the king’s heel. The due de Duras having ex- 
plained to him what the abbd had just been saying to 
them, as well as the desire he had manifested of pre- 
paring tho king to receive the last sacraments, the doctor 
regarded tho abbd fixedly for some instance, and then in- 
quired in a severe tone, <( Whether ho had promised any 
person to murder the king ? J> 

This abrupt and alarming question made the priest 
change colour, whilst he asked for an explanation of such 
a singular charge. 

<( I say, sir,” replied Borden, <( that whoever speaks at 
present to his majesty of small-pox, confession, or ex- 
treme unction, will have to answer for his life.* 

«I)o you, indeed, believe/ asked the due de Richelieu, 
“ that tho mention of these things would produce so fatal 
a result ? w 

“ Most assuredly I do; and out of one hundred sick 
persons it would have the same effect upon sixty, perhaps 
eighty; indeed, I have known tho shock produce instan- 
taneous death. This I am willing to sign with my own 
blood if it bo necessary, and my professional brother 
there will not dispute its truth/ 

At these words he made a sign for Lemonnier to ad- 
vance, and after having explained to him the subject of 
conversation, begged of him to speak his opinion openly 
and candidly, Lemonnier was somewhat of a courtier, 
and one glance at the two noblemen before whom he 
stood, was sufficient to apprize him what opinion was ex- 
pected from him. He, therefore, fully and unhesitatingly 
confirmed all that Borden had previously advanced. 

Strong in these decisions, tho due do Duras expressed 
his regret to the confessor at being unable to accord his 
requost. “But/ added he, “You perceive the thing is 
impossible, unless to him who would become a regicide. » 

This terrible expression renewed the former terror of 
the abbd, who, satisfied with having shown liis zeal, was, 
perhaps, not very sorry for having met with such insur- 
mountable obstacles. Ho immediately returned to the 
apartmont of madamo Sophie, where the council was still 
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aswmiliril, iUlii irlilinl tint j»‘tOt< ul u *4 hb vbit; whilst 
Ihf ptntr nl I'aib, Uni'* foi|i il sm »\ my -i!U<'m|iS, 

Wilts l'ot1l| (rib'll I" lr”;4V« t YVnuilb :i SV J » • * 11 Mil :.ilv m*\ -, jf 
I lifiinl all tlu-nu thnijtii IV? *ni tint Dae »b Kblm!H»-it ; hr 
HH‘ that H'llhnlf* itiiihl li :t v‘t* In'i'H m**in ^ralilyiim 
than lint I'niuhut »tf H-mb-ti inn! I,mn*mm-s , ami Dial | 
hiitl t’vmy 1 «*r irrlinj* ?iiUbh*'il w,jd» i3&*’ i-.anlm'! »*} 

all utmtinl m»\ Ml b in Dm m*<m> m M tf . s ml | t|f( 

(< Unit Wi* an’ lirml al»l«* !■» kirnw »«m - 1 s i**- (a bmb M 

n I lU'ii il,* 1 t« plii’il I; u ami bin'll mu' Demons -< mt-t- 

Itial miti mi}; lit avm imt I*» mir t-M m m 3 Db- 

[tali’ ? M 

M !*«»«' my "wii \nm, mmlam/ svsmnM hr, M Dm tad 
rvummbm’ lli.it any «*vm r-xbrnD; la-bib,, , b *?.,{ my ,. 4Mn ?-' 
ymira likinvka ? A imv rri^ii will nm r*inj|4»'1<'|y 

in Ilia iHinl, l‘kr j«a «• «->■ ?a 5 la?;;." Sc-mmi ma nn 

uluinwt ymillilal ; whib, mi liar ♦,.>(*», .??y, b-.t 
amimiiler rim m* a *i|w, n.tni ,4 eh« ,4 AlrDuumbh. 

Tilt* flliUlM*? I.f nuOriK I'.m hr hal In «m iWIvnubw'i 
Id ns, t baaal fitmly |*<£MiVr 4 DM may I. a 
Ilia Urllar nmMbb In rr«i*| ilsn U. 1 4 mtr * 

M I *" y"H ‘"miM.Irt ',' 1 iinjinrol I, " Hint. 'vain limy My 
llu* Jinmn '.ti *.f Dm bur «tr> I 'lnon* ? "* 

M As Mely m.s ymt nmy mi mini", 81 mnnvprwl 5m, **« b:.m* 
mi In? is uni mUmcMI fay# «m Km-**; ?mi it' ifay wwv Hami I 
him vvllh Urn Mims i 4 alltjua!?^, in* is u b^s man, lm c S I 
anj»ltn)«U.!. Il U tmfortmmla h.r !,mi ih<»$ I Aa «*» M *«| hlrly 
m \m m?nr him uj«*n malt an Mrra^h.M,^ 

(‘umln Jean, vvhu mwr bfi mr, ikm u»<k sag* ii tc * 
vmrmtimi, (uni mlvbnl *Ip Kivhrlhti In Iravo him 5 m 
hiiimnlf as lid Its ms » vv«, lhrrpjfn»fc', a^rar-?! ihas 

wn nIimiiM mmv Dm ihm Da l*nr^» l?. W mmvlmriy ma* 

muntlcd hy \n-rm*m i.f mtr jwiy, wJ.m ahmild kw\*' ik%^ 

a( mir mlvamariavi mi « tUn|Mnir«, 

Wn ImD u*4 yet Inst all lw|«? *4 wtsing hb nmjpmy 
rvf-inOHl tn lieahli; nmim, *» languhl An d fKiwerlem in 
Dm unm *vf fKmr Anne, scwminl iticlinml u* mnh« n «niu. 
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most intimate friends, the dues d’Aiguillon, de Coss6, 
etc., mesdames de Mirepoix, de Porcalquier, de Valen- 
tinois, de l’H6pital, de Montmorency, de Flaracourt, and 
others. As yet, none of my party had abandoned me; 
the situation of affairs was not, up to the present, suffi- 
ciently clear to warrant an entire defection. The good 
Genevihve Mathon, whom chance had conducted to Ver- 
sailles during the last week, came to share with Henriette, 
my sisters-in-law, and my niece, the torments and uncer- 
tainties which distracted my mind. We were continually 
in a state of mortal alarm, dreading every instant to hear 
that the king was aware of his malady, and the danger 
which threatened, and our fears but too well proclaimed 
our persuasion that such a moment would be the death- 
blow to our hopes. It happened that in this exigency, as 
it most commonly occurs in affairs of great importance, all 
our apprehensions had been directed towards the ecclesi- 
astics, while we entirely overlooked the probability that 
the abrupt la Mar timbre might, in one instant, become 
the cause of our ruin. All this so entirely escaped us, 
that we took not the slightest precaution to prevent it. 

No sooner was the news of the king being attacked 
with small-pox publicly known, than a doctor Sulton, an 
English physician, the pretended professor of an infalli- 
ble cure for this disease, presented himself at Versailles, 
and tendered his services. The poor man was simple 
enough to make his first application to those medical at- 
tendants already intrusted with the management of his 
majesty, but neither of them would give any attention to 
his professions of skill to overcome so fatal a malady. 
On the contrary, they treated him as a mere quack, and 
declared that they would never consent to confide the 
charge of their august patient to the hands of a stranger 
whatever he might be. Sulton returned to Paris, and 
obtaining an audience of the due d’Orleans, related to 
him what had passed between himself and the king s 
physicians. The prince made it his business the follow- 
ing day to call upon the princesses, to whom he related 
the conversation he had held with doctor Sulton the pre- 
ceding evening, ■ 
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Ju their ongerursn to avail them l ive s of every elumee 
fm' promoting the recovery of l i»»-i * beloved p.uent, tin? 
primsuiur!! blamed tin* duke i“» * r having brNtowed i«« liuti" 
ullontion up>*n the Knglhduuan, mid conjured him to 
return It* I'aiia, net* Suhon, and Iniug him to WtmdlleH 
im the followmj,* tiny. The due d‘» hit-aim a- led m ?,t»jel 
Conformity with their wishes; mitt although hut tittle sat- 
iiilied with the replies made by Solimi to many of hi?* 
t|lumlhmK relative hi the meusmeu he should ptu»ue in his 
treatment of the, king, he eimmd him to accompany him 
hi VernailleM, in order that the pi mvestirn might judge 
lor ihemnelveM, The tank id receiving him was Model . 
taken by mmhmm Adelaide. Kulton underwent a rigorous 
examination, and was nifeml an imun owe mint <T* »r the 
d i wo very of Ida averel, provided he would allow Ida 
remedy to lie auhjeeled to tin* mutiny of a-aoe of the 
moat eelehrated rhemmU of the lime, Stdhm declared 
that the thing was impmnihle; in tie* in ->t phe e, it wan 
too late, the dlneane was h o far advanced tor the nppJS 
eatioit of the remedy to p.omrvi that positive mn;er». it 
wouhl have obtained in the earlier mm# of the malady « 
In the next place, he could md of himself dispose of w 
nee ret wlnelt wan the joint proj*erty of vtnrnl members 
of hist family, 

I 'ray era, premises, entreat 0,1?$ were alike uselesody tmo 
ployed to change the resolution of Sullen; the fact wm 
evidently this, he knew himself to he a mere pretender 
to Ida art, for had he Imm eertudu of wind, he advanced, 
hutl he even conceived the m»»at slender hoj^a of saving 
the life of the king, he would not have hesitated for n 
aiiigle inaiaut to have done all that wan asked, 

* * I,M chance of Rifely was, therefore, at an end, and 
spite of the opinion i entertained of BuUrm, I could not 
but feel sorry linrden had not given hint a better recep- 
tion when he first made known hiss profewan.! ability to 
surmount this fatal disorder, However, I wan careful not 


to express my dissalisfaetion, for it mm hut too itnjM>rtant 
for me Ut avoid any dispute at a time when the support 

nsccsMuy to tm. 
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nlfio declined. Two orders, addressed to the comptroller- 
general tmil M. do la Horde, for money, met with no 
iiUenlion. The hater replied, with extreme politeness, 
Unit the 100,000 francs received by comto Joan a few 
days before the king was taken ill, and the 50,000 paid 
to umdunio do Mirepoix recently, must bo a convincing 
proof, in my eyes, of his friendly intentions towards me, 
lull Unit bo lmd no money at present in Ida possession, 


the first he received should be at my disposal. 

Tim a) did 'Per ray acted with leas ceremony, for he 
came himself to nay, that, so long as the king remained 
ill, he would pay no money without his majesty's signa- 
ture, for which my brother-in-law might cither ask or 
wait till there no longer existed any occasion for such a 
precaution; and that, for his own part, ho could not con- 
ceive how he could have consumed the enormous sums 
he, had already drawn from the treasury. 

This manner of speaking stung mo to the quick. 

« 1 find you,” said I to him, “precisely the mean, contempt- 
Hdu wretch you wore described to mo; but you are pre- 
mature. I am not yet an exile from court, and yet 
you seem already to have forgotten nil you owe to me.® 
« | lmvc a very good memory, madam,” replied he, 
“and if you wish it, I can count upon my fingers the 
money you and your family have received of mo. You 

will seo""-> w ,111. 

« Wlmt shall I see?” interrupted I, “unloss, indeed, it 

lie an amount of your regrets that such a sum was not 
left in your hands to be pillaged by your mistresses and 
their spurious offspring. Really, to hear you talk, any 
one would suppose you a Sully for integrity, and a Col- 


hert In financial talent. “ 

This vigorous reply staggered the selfish and coaiee- 
minded vM t who easily perceived that ho lmd earned 
matters loo far, and had reckoned erroneously upon the fee- 
UmmnmA timidity of my natural disposition ; he atlompte d 
to pacify me. but bta cowardly insolence had exaspeiated 
me im highly to admit of any apology or peace-maku g. 

. nil,' l care what you do.» uld I, “ °r flher employ 
youraalt in packing up whatever may belong to you, foi 
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y«m ahull 4 till y«mr jimM. whatever may brhdl. hi th** 
tm'Hl. iif I lui death y<*u will »<-tS.oidy he (ttittrd 

mil by hiN 'lueerwor, ami U' he jv^-du Uin health, he 
nttiril I licit elmone between ymt ami me, ea» }„, 

lit* medium. Ilemvbnwuid, you may e* *>»••. jdrs' *iiilv 
In tlin light of y » mi* mortal runny, w 

He wlidied tu immU upon my limiting him, Sail I t ■&. 
uhiinuul, w Unit Hit* room, l wi'U neither to ^ on hear 
more of you," 

'I'lltt llhlttf HHVV that H WilH Itmmiiiuy l>« mIh-v, he lhr-»'fn 
fore bowed mid ret iiial Two hom . mttn wool* he *>**,>! 
mo the hum whirl! I ha*) mdo d of him i»i my bin.Jher.-iu. 
law, accompanied by a miml humble amt »•••.?*« n t> tlrr 
Certainly, hail I only halt m d to the intipiMthm of stsy 
htwl, l nh'Mihl have sent bark the money vuthmt *.n»?o 
log it, ami the epktle without reading u ; 8a, si my hoornmi 
tlltl not anil n.mte jean, who rlutnnt ?o )*< ptewm, 
w Tako it, take it/' nkd ho; "'the only wav ►«< gumoddug 
Hnell it nii‘ietvant, bs to hiruk hi 1 ** |«Mr»»**i»|ti!ing* Me ivMitbl, 
imliril, have the laugh on bin *»ole were vour is? »>s miger 
b» change Into a. lit of K rtlt>r*'»ity • t w *h!r», ibtw may W 
the he*l we oh all ».*veT jtfer, " 

My brntlter in hiw amt the vomptrolb-s grimed were mt 
Wrllent Fair, I heated the latter with latent eonirmpt, 
not. even replying to hm letter; thbi w«, however, my 
firal, and only stroke of vmigeame, the di^aintrou** e-venta 
whk-h followed did not permit me to pumw my jdmm for 
revenging tltfat ir«rac herou^ ami contemptible emubwt 

Thirl quarrel, and the defection ui the -awM* abb#, bad 
llm effort of rendering me much imlkywd ’ My iHrtw.ft 
wasi attributed to an umipm *»f *«.»rmw for the dangerous 
emttlitiou of ItU majesty, imr did I cwwradto i\w t^mn j 
f"i', in truth, I did must sincerely lairiem the malady with 
wddeh the king was mi to ring, and my regret# i mm far 
moic from n feeling of gratitude and than any 

at. dn to rest, oil oaleulatloms, It watt, tlier^foro, in nc# wry 
excellent, humour that 1 iw the prince do HoutoM* vnier 
my ApArlment, Ycm may rmmmlmf tlsmi ihf* nobkrmiui 
hm quitted Trianon without, saying mm word to m*» and 
tine© that period I had nnvor men tuna, alibougb he toil 
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punctually made his inquiries after the king. “When I 
perceived him, I could not help inquiring, with something 
of a sarcastic expression, whether his majesty had been 
pronounced convalescent? The prince comprehended the 
bitterness of the question. 

^You are severe, madam , 8 replied he, «yet I can 
solemnly affirm that circumstances, and not inclination 
have kept me from your presence until now . 8 

(< May I believe you ? 8 said I. «Are you quite sure 
you have not been imitating the policy of the abbd 
Terray ? 8 Upon which I related the behaviour of the 
comptroller-general. 

« Priest-like , 8 answered the prince. 

(< And is it not c our tier -\x\ie, also ? 8 inquired I. 

« Perhaps it may , 8 rejoined M. de Soubise; ( 'for the 
two species of priest and courtier so nearly resemble 
each other in many particulars, as to have become well 
nigh amalgamated into one ; but I claim your indulgence 
to make me an exception to the general rule, and to 
class me as a soldier and a man of honour; besides 
which, you are too lovely ever to be forgotten, and your 
past goodness to me will ensure you my services let what 
may occur . 8 

(< Well, then , 8 said I, extending my hand, (< as a re- 
ward for your candour, which I receive as genuine, I will 
request your forgiveness for any annoyance I may have 
caused you on your family's account, I ought never to 
have resented any thing they have done. My presence 
here could not fail of being highly disagreeable to them; 
however, they will soon be relieved from that source of 
uneasiness, my stay draws rapidly to a close.” 

The prince de Soubise, with a ready grace and oblig- 
ing manner, for which I shall ever remember him with 
a grateful recollection, endeavoured to dispel my appre- 
hensions as to the state of the king; but whilst I ac- 
knowledged the kindness of his intention, my heart 
refused all comfort in a case, which I too well knew 
■ was ritterly hopeless. 

The state of affairs was now so manifest, that already 
an obsequious crowd beseiged the doors of the dauphin, 



4if> 


MKMOIRK OF J RAN NIC VAf 'HFKXIKR 


nnxiouM to Ik; liwl in t h« 4 driiiomdrulion of ilodr adoi-aiimt 
of tin; nsing mm; hut the vmtng prime, aided by the 
cleur-minded ndvie** of bin migm-t spnum;, with 

admirable pnnh me, to ivteivn nueh piemuime homage; 
ami mine ho was inloidhted by ilir* pUydm.um. to-m 
visiting tho royal invalid, ho o*amimd IdnmrU wiitdu hi*, 
upurtumnlu, admitting no prison hat a mdrvt few who 
possessed Ida t’oididonoo, 

The disappointed satellitea, fried rated in thrtt" endrav* 
ours to ingratiate IhmiM'IvrK with duo dauphin, inton'd 
their thought a towards tho condo do ihoc>-in.T, Imagining 
that thin prime, spile of Ida extreme yoidh, might have 
commleruldu inilmme over Iho uded of Ida S.rnthrr, Urn 
dauphin. Hut, .this idea, however phnceMe, was by no 
means correct; it wax too mm h tho bderma of nmhdhuH 
and mercenary mou to create a want of harmony between 
tho royal pair, ami up to tho mmnen! in which I am 
writing, no aUompH have been made to produce n 
kinder and nimv Maternal freting between two mieh near 
rolulivoM. 

1 quitted tho king m little m poto-able, watching with 
doop mum'll tho progrejM of a malady, tho nature of 
which was a twerel to limineH ahum; hir, in tho dread 
of inclining my displeasure, no )*r*oti had ventured to 
acquaint him with Hu? awful fact. My tho aid of tho 
RT«ml almoner, J had triumphed over tho wM»oa of tho 
nreldmdmp of Maria, and lima*? of tho »;*»llf|):fl«, ■<»{', Tim 
princes and prim;o»wst awaited tho event; all w«** crnlm 
composure; when, all at mice, the bnrr4»» l had Item m* 
curt? fully erecting worn crushed Iwnmdh my foot, at one 
midden and unoxpoctod blow, 

I'lm king ww by no mtmrni mmy in Ids own mind with 
regard to Ids illness, Tho many messages that were con- 
tinually whispered around him, tho remedies «d mitt if to red, 
and, above all, the abtoneo of his gramlwms, all c*m* 
vi need him that something of a very unusual and alarm** 
ittg nature was progTOMiog. His own fooling* might., 
likewise, well imwm him that he wm attacked by nn ill! 
mm of no ordinary nature* Tortured beyond ’ further 
bearing by the m W itta of hi* fancy, Louis XV, at 
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length resolved to ascertain the truth, and, with this in- 
tent, closely questioned Bordeu and Lemonnier, who did 
their best to deceive him. Still, dissatisfied with their 
evasive replies, he watched an opportunity, when they 
were both absent, to desire La Martinibre would at once 
explain the true malady with which he was then suffer- 
ing. La Martinibre puzzled and confused, could only 
exclaim, 

« I entreat of you, sire, not to fatigue yourself with 
conversation; remember how strongly you have been for- 
bidden all exertion. ® 

« I am no child, La Martinibre,® cried Louis- XV., his 
cheeks glowing with increased fire; * and I insist upon 
being made acquainted with the precise nature of my 
present illness. You have always served me loyally and 
faithfully, and from you I expect to receive that candid 
statement every one about me seems bent upon con- 
cealing.® 

« Endeavour to get some sleep, sire,® rejoined La Mar- 
tinibre, « and do not exhaust yourself by speaking at 
present.® 

« La Martinibre, you. irritate me beyond all endurance. 
If you love me, speak out, I conjure you, and tell me, 
frankly, the name of my complaint.® 

« Do you insist upon it, sire?® 

« I do, my friend, I do.® 

“Then, sire, you have the small-pox; but he not 
alarmed, it is a disease as frequently cured as many 


others. 8 ' , 

«The small-pox! ® exclaimed the king, .in a voice of 
horror; «have I indeed that fatal disease? and do you 


talk of curing it?® ", v 

« Doubtless, sire; many die of it as well as other dis- 
orders, but we are sanguine in our hopes and expecta- 
tions of saving your majesty.® . .. . . . 

The king made no reply, but turned heavily in his 
bed and threw the coverlet over his face. A si cnee 
ensued, which lasted until the return of the Physicians 
when, finding they made no allusion to his condition, the 
king addressed them in a cool and offended tone. 

37 
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* Why,” suiil ln\ "luvr y»m owr.*!*-,* U i* iha fact 
of i»y liavinw llit* Vhh ,*<N iS ps u * t[ ti | lv ^ 

WH«<t tilt'll! Willi U’ MiMmn 0 t, umt tm.Ado 5 m fa rttlfr " ^ 

jmi|HU‘ reply, tin y M»*oi| >.)N<ivhh'it» tvtOi ;a r-.»R psa at,, 5 4J,, 
prehension, "Yn*/ iMiimM'il list’ Un v: , far 
tiniftiv, I nholih! how liiftl in i^nt'Uitv*' )<r my thinyer J 
Jniow now Urn Mule in whfah I *««„ im A U<Uw 
I shall be tfuihrinl to my f**s *’«,»? >» w 
All nnitllkl) hill! Ml'OVf {>» i'magfal! tM* C»6J,| t* j$ r JTllriil 

llunr iitmunl. t'Uttonvanr» 1,, pMsMOofa ihr v„*al p<,ltotu 
UmL hirt dbiordrr hid »»snnir,| (far sot, *t fav».iii«,*bt«t *|, 4 |* 
fuul tlmt uni 11 Hhwhiw of ttaogrr w,u j*r.s* q>iil»tr 4 fatt fa 
vninj for Urn blow iud falton. mol ihr- |»„ } ,| ru * 

Jilriifk with u hud ph-wMii'imo' of jsi, inr'iittl a 

Utmi mv tn Ml limy r-m!d mtvmor: 

Himlmi, deeply fas wlui favl umMpbvd 

iiANtlvitetl l«» nnmmmr t*. dm dm' dr ttbhrtirti the i* s# h 
whinh hint token pho.** in ihr fay* ,.f mfa,?* {Sfajidio* 
could e*mM iIm* rw with wUu h «li«t nnr. w,, rrwlw.i 
Urn duke hurried m the Mi^V fad«ofa 
"hi it, hutoetl, true, wire,* ho t ufa*'4 he. *fa.n* ymir mai* 
CfUy tl*a»liisi **f your iwrfnf rr«!,.sa?-;..«i h* May I 

proMimm U) inquire whether my viumunUm * h*. «*«. tlrfr(t | 
to cliimntoh your twnlhtouw in yvmr aifc'nifani* i» a 


** Ihif tto KitllCdlen,* rppiirit Use Stitzy 

liw would search i«?*» hsoj very :<w*«Sl 

pox." 

"Well,* returned the doke, » wu | t 
« most fuvmimbto sort; prhyps, is w * 
tlmt fm MrtrUniktt h«a 
it is n omliuly r «mlily nutnJtml t 

you must not nllow ymirwlf to jf w j 
Hptsctiitj*' it, lia® now 

Ircmtmtmi of this mulmtiy. * 

8 I doubt not its ability \u enn* o 
ctoed, due th Ktoh«ltou t 
old purltornont Hum thto 


a*»« ** (lMHijth 
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At thin moment, fspnonmi of 
I entered the rrnrn; for, in 
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person had informed me of it. The moment Louis XV. 
perceived me, he exclaimed in a hollow tone, 

« Dearest countess, I have the small-pox.” 

At these words a cry of terror escaped me. 

« Surely, sire,” exclaimed I, “this is some wandering 
of your imagination, and your medical attendants are 
very wrong to permit you to indulge it for a minute.” 

« peace! ” returned Louis XV. ; “you know not what you 
say. X have the small-pox, I repeat; and, thanks to La 
Martinihre, I now know my real state.” 

I now perceived whose hand had dealt the blow, and 
seeing at once all the consequences of the disclosure, ex- 
claimed in my anger, turning towards La Martinihre, 
“You have achieved a noble work, indeed, sir; you 
could not restrain yourself within the bounds of prudence, 
and you see the state to which you have reduced his 


majesty.” 

La Martinifere knew not what to reply; the kmg un- 


dertook his defence. 

“Blame him not,” said he; “but for him I should have 
quitted this world like a heathen, without making my 

.peace with an offended God.” 

At these words I fainted in the arms of doctor Bordeu, 
who, with the aid of my attendants, carried me to my 
chamber, and, at length, succeeded in restoring me, My 
family crowded around me, and sought to afford me that 
consolation they were in equal need of themselves. 

Spite of the orders X had given to admit no person, 
the due d’Aiguillon would insist upon seeing me. He 
exerted his best endeavours to persuade me to arm my- 
self with courage, and, like a true and attached fnen 
appeared to lose sight of his own approaching fall from 
power in his ardent desire to serve me. 

In this mournful occupation an hour passed away, and 
left my dejected companions sighing over the present, 
and, anticipating even worse prospects than those now 
before them. 
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ob.M^ by saying, “ My children, I have the small-pox; but 
veep not. These gentlemen [pointing’ towards the phy- 
assure me they can cure me. 8 But, while tutoring; 
Iuh cheerful sentence, lvis eye caught the atom and iron 
soimlemuice of I'm Murtimfcrc, whose look of cool disbelief 
itHunml to deny the possibility of such an event. 

With a view to divert her father from the gloom which 
:ill at once anno over his features, the princess Adelaide 
Informed him that «ho had a letter addressed to him by 

Iuh- sister, rnadamo Louise. 

« Dot me hear it, M cried the Icing; “it is, no doubt 
Homo heavenly mission with which she ia charged. But 
who knows ? 8 lie stopped, but it was easy to perceive 
that to the fear of death was added a dread of his well- 
h cine' in another world. Madame Adelaide then read 
the letter with a low voice, while the attendants retired 
to a respectful distance. All eyes were directed to the 
countenance of the Icing, in order to road there the na- 
ture) of its contents; but already had the ravages of his 
fatal disease robbed Ills features of every expression, 

save that of pain and suffering. 

The princesses now took their stations beside their 
parent, and established themselves as nurses, an office 
which, I can with truth affirm, they continued to fill 
unto the last with all the devotion of the purest filial 


On thlfl same day Louis XV. caused mo to bo sent 
for I ran to his bedside trembling with alarm, the 
various persona engaged in his apartment retired when 

tliuv saw me, and we wore left alone. 

« My beloved friend, 8 said the king, «1 have the small- 

pox; I am still very ill.” . It . 

“Nay, sire, 8 interrupted I, «you must not fancy things 

worse than they arc; you will do well, depend upon it, 
and wo shall yet pass many happy days together. 

« Do you indeed think so? 8 returned Louis XV. May 
heaven grant your prophecy be a correct one But see 
tho atate In which I now am; give mo your hand. _ 
Ho took my hand and made me feel the P^^es with 
which his burning cheeks were covered. X know not 
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I hurst into fi fit of learn, but not of regret for having' 
allowed my lain interview with the king to pass in so 
unprofitable u manner. However, the mardcluile, mis- 
conceiving the cause of this burnt of grief, exclaimed, 
"Tonus, come; it is too lute now, and alt your sorrow 
i-muiot recall the last half-hour. But, mademoiselle du 
Hurry," continued she, I advise you to commence your 
1 me It mg up nt once, that when th© grand move comes, 
ymi may not in your Hurry, leave anything behind 


yon." 

Thene remark* increased my affliction, but the mat'd- 
chain had no intention of wounding my feelings, and 
worldly-minded as *ho was, considered all that could be 
Huv«d out of the wreck as the only subject worthy at- 
tention. Mean while, comte Jean, with a gloomy and 
desponding air, continued silently with folded arms to 
puce the room, till rdl at once, ns if suddenly struck by 
the arguments of rnadame do Mirepoix, ho exclaimed, 
•The mittdchalo is right"; and abruptly quitted the 
apartment, it« if to commence his own preparations. 

Kre mntlnma do Mirepoix had left mo and she remained 
till a late hour, the dues d'Aiguillon and de Clossd ar- 
rived, who, although less experienced in their knowledge 
of the king's character, were yet fully of her opinion 

respecting my last visit to him. 

Scarcely lmtl these visitors withdrawn, than I was ftp- 
nrlftcu] that the chancellor of France desired to see me. 
lie was admitted, and the first glance of the countenance 
of M. tie Mnupeou convinced me that our day of pow 

wan rapidly closing. . . «,un 

. Yi.ur servant, cousin,” Hiild ho, Boating l irasol with- 
out the nmnllest cere many; " at what pnge o£ our hiso y 

Vtho r unu«unl frootlom and effrontery of your man 
ner,» answered I, “ I ahould surmise that wo have reached 

‘’".O^'r^d the chancellor, «I crave your pardon for 
having omitted my heat bow; hut, my good cousin my 
5re»nt"i* a" friendly one, to advise you to burn 
your paper* with a* little delay aa poastble, 
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(‘Immilly, who t auit' (m iu<|UHint mu that the king wuh 
*n«l ♦ltd hu! wUh it* ta again diHlurbud that night 
R«*nn mh’ i aHg »»«y mm\ iou«ii|H*u*iivu in the elnitemi, I 
Wilt) nbuHi, lik«* » into idiot, to prove to Clmmilly that tho 
kiHg’a t did it* *t uxUmu! to mu, when I wuh stopped 

itt Mty i*tn |>* »n.* !»y the upjH'immee of the due d’Aiguilton; 
unit m* it w<t*> n*ov iirmly eleven oYlnrk tit night, t could 
hyntvHy donht hM being the bmuwof wmio extraordinary 

i lie ti*' ago, 
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« 1 qq ie arclibishop of Paris was here twice during yes- 
terday to inquire after you.’ 

« c y e t I belong more properly to the diocese of Char- 
tres,' returned the king, <and surely M. de Fleury would 
not 'interest himself less about me than M. de Beaumont.' 

« < They are both truly anxious about you, my dearest 
father, and if you would only see them — 5 

(<< No, no,' answered Louis XY. ; ( they must not be 
taken from the duties of their respective dioceses; be- 
sides, in case of need, I have my grand almoner.' 

« Madame Adelaide did not venture to urge the matter 
further just then, and, after a short interval of silence, 
a message was brought from you, inquiring whether you 
could see the king, to which he himself replied, that he 
felt inclined to sleep, and would rather not see any per- 
son that night. I was in the. chamber, and he very 
shortly called me to him, and said: 

<(< Duc d’Aiguillon, I have the small-pox; and you are 
aware that there is a sort of etiquette in my family 
which enjoins my immediately discharging my duties as 

a Christian.' . . , . 

« < yes, sire, if the malady wore a serious aspect ; but in 


your case — ' ^ , 

«<May God grant,' replied he, <that my disorder be 

not dangerous; however, it may become so, if it is as yet 
harmless, and I would fain die as a believer rather than 
an infidel. I have been a great sinner, doubtless ; but I 
have ever observed Lent with a most scrupulous exacti- 
tude. I have caused more than a hundred thousand 
masses to he said for the repose of unhappy souls ; I 
have respected the clergy, and punished the authors of 
all impious works, so that I flatter myself I have not 
been a very bad Christian.' 

« 1 listened to his discourse with a heavy heart, yet I 
still strove to reassure the king respecting his health of 
which, I assured him, there was not the slightest doubt 

« < There is one sacrifice,' said the king, in a low an 
hurried tone, <that my daughter Louise, .her sisters, and 
the clergy, will not be long in exacting from me m the 
name of etiquette-; I recollect the scene of Metz, and 
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would lie hij* Idy du<upivuahlu h« mu t«i havr it tvpr.itud 
lit ViiiJiiulli's j let Uli, t hoi rf i *j *•, !><!«,** our j*i* < .uUioH'i in 
Limu to prevent it. Tell the durlies;,e d'Ai),:mUou Uua 
•'he will oblige mu l*y taking the i-omtm.-m du j!. llsy h , 
I-wwh two or three daya with her at Km I ' 

“ * How, mru! ‘ exuluimed 1, ‘m ud ymtt d.-.uu .t Mum! 
from you at a limu when you um.t rnpme !»,•»■ l ilsr!i o 
,(< 1 do not Hum! Imr uwuv, ' mnu'rrud ihr kin«, with 
mournful lenderuuKtf, * I hut yield v t^ n n myr-.Msy • 
l(*t her Mihinil. mm ahe valuea my huppii tents, ami ?i.iv to h ■.»■ 
thill I hojm mid helluvu her *dw mv will he vm v whort. * M 
Thu dulcu here yeaned hk reeiial, whMi fully emdirmrd 
nil my previmtH au(iei|iaiion». My female relative* ...hhud 
uloud, while cumin Juan, U‘*m^rr^is*;c his lijm, endravomed 
to axtmmu that /inimuna he did >m »,nl!y j \w s , 
violent effort i futwd mynolf I-. toooime a »ort of 
nation, ‘ 


'‘ Am I ru(|iiirud to depart immediately # * immired I 

“ No,” Mid lilt’ ilnkr; ,l,r . luU,.„, »„ 

niKidlu of thy night Would ho to a.v.mm- m» of « n n ,j 9 , 
WU had better await tin; suiting day; it wdl, bedd*o>/«fl 
ford limy to apprize thy ilm 1 irii« “ 

Wldlu the dm? d'A^uilbm wax Um* jp.rm to unvumr f„r 
my departure, I requited to I m left tdmte,. Mv hoars 
uiMTUHj.cl, and I Mt the mwl ut v«min K my ' U tH »,,, 
hoiuu friendly bfwniii, After a Mv mtmwuu, ™ M , in 
coiunumjf my U.rn.KhK I addre^d two letter,. „,m %km 
mut delink lift Mirepoix, ami the other to the dm;- do t 
to thu foriuyr f wrote cm nmuint of my mm>mm to 

^ I 11 ® mX l,,m kul mmo*,), 
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iu K ,» mim-wh ai relipveil l»y the penning of these epistles, 
j iJa»‘w mym'H u|»mh a 10 await the morning. 

Uj^.u nvva k»H«. 1 rm-ived the following note from the 

*bn"h* ,, ‘** < : 

1 iw bin nmJuHty many Umiika forth® 

, !r .’ lin , fvi muwM. tn»k ho \m* nllntunl me. Your klndncna 

„ w'iwAs, Of rny |*vlv.a« r««mA for you. kWoh 

v .m iit« ■i.usr.a datm *<f wy lw*l wrtrnw during l,1,s ttfflkstinK perkHl. 

5 ..,,5 , , j,m n »>! y»w rn.t IM hut cheerfully imtlelpato 
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W l,tl.i ... remlily. lh« warm feotliiKH of her oxwillont 
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I iwvn never admired those genornl lovers who ptofess 

rjwrssi^- p=£- 
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.Ht ««»■ 

W# i»*«» y**wHW m mhh -Vbw« ** ^ who ( f ou , d Rpoftk 111 of you 

h"* Uw mpn,{ * *”2 jtlvlnir had totter opportuniUos of under- 
am i« »* /'* lwl * .[J., ftmr „oi, the dnupMnett 1 b virtue 

y WMir ***** ctW , r “ C ,f perfect. Every thing prointaw 
wwntel «»> »*»• dttU|*S« n »< » y .r iwe the mtatorttmo Loloso 
I rmwM »»d rdgn. •*»«« W wo ^ ft t voki loft at 

hi* j * pbw»» RUI I have putted bo much ot my 

VMMiitflM; m fw «* * tt,n *' , j n ^ w j m t 1 shall do with my ovon- 
* wiib y*. 1 ZrJ m ZX niter habit* and cuatoms 

H It will «#i «»o m f h !.\S \Z such In life; nothing certain, 
kwg Am* wrf ^ ta our attachment!!, find rather 

We fmU * b6 posseBNor of It. I trust 

Mmtitf mrmWw ™»Won for th^nUtro} noglect not the 

y« ^ for y0Ul 
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the king, engaged to write me a true account of all that 
transpired during my absence, and I shall very shortly 
present you with a specimen of the fidelity with which 
ho performed his promise. The duchess did the honours 
of Rucl. 

(< Here, }> said she, (( the great cardinal Richelieu loved 
to repose himself from tho bustle and turmoil of a 
court . )y 

<( I think,® answered I, *it would have been less a 
favourite with his eminence had it been selected for his 
abode on the evo of his disgrace. w 

Immediately upon my arrival I retired to bed, for fa- 
tigue had so completely overpowered mo that I fell into 
n heavy slumber, from which I did not awake till the 
following day; when I found tho duchesso d'Aiguillon, 
my sister-in-law, Genevibve Mathon, and Hcnriotto, seated 
by my bed: the sight of them was cheering and gratify- 
ing proof of my not being as yet abandoned by alt tho 
world. 

I arose, and we were just about to take our places at 
table, when madnmo do Forcalquier arrived. I must 
confess that her prosonco was an agreeable surprise to 
me; I was far from reckoning on her constancy in friend- 
ship, and her present conduct proved her worthy of her 
excellent friend, maritime Boncnult, whose steady attach- 
ment I had so frequently hoard extolled. The sight of 
her imparted fresh courage to me, and I oven resumed 
my usual high spirits, and in the sudden turn my ideas 
had taken, was childish enough to express my regrets 
for the loss of my downy and luxurious bed at Versailles, 
complaining of the woful difference between it and tho 
one I hud slept on at Rncl. 

The duchesso d'Aiguillon, who must have pitied the 
puerility of such a remark, gently endeavoured to reconcile 
mo to it by reminding me tlmt both tho marquise do 
Pompadour and the cardinal do Richelieu had reposed 
upon that very couch. 

I endeavoured to return some sportive reply, hut my 
thoughts had flown back to Versailles, and my momen- 
tary exhilaration was at an end. Tears rose to my eyes 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

The due d'Aiguillon’s first letter — The mar&bale de Mirepoix— A 
second letter from the due d’Aiguillon- Numerous visitors. 


/ / n * Y MUCH esteemed FiiiEND, I promised you upon your depar- 
VI ture to inform you of nit that transpired, and although the 

* ’ * task is a mournful one, I will do iny best to acquit myself 
with zeal and sincerity, and each evening I will write you an exact 
detail of all that has occurred during the day. The king remains 
much as you left him, and you must know that already his medical 
attendants differ in their opinion respecting him — Lem onnier utterly 
despairing of bis recovery, white Bordeu is most sanguine that he 
shall be enabled to restore him to health, La Martiotere, persists m 
his assertion that the attention of the king should be immediately di- 
rected to his spiritual concerns. The archbishop of Paris remains 
until called for in the aute-chamber, and the princesses never leave 
the bedside of their august parent. 

«The king spoke with me concerning you for some time this morn- 
ing, and 1 can assure you, you are the first object in his thoughts ; 
he has begged of me never to forsake you, and has deigned to re- 
pose in me the enviable post of your future protector. ( I bequeath 
my beloved friend to your fidelity.’ added the suffering prince. I 
took advantage of this opportunity to remark that I looked upon your 
quitting Versailles as too precipitate and premature a step. No, no, 
replied the king, <1 have acted for the best; I have once been de- 
ceived as to my condition, and I would willingly prevent being again 
taken by surprise. Tell my beloved and excellent countess how truly 
I love her*; and hearing the prince de Soublse mention Ilia design of 
supping at Ruel, he charged him to embrace you for him. 

«The dauphin Still remains secluded in his apartment, but I know 
that he keeps up a regular correspondence with madame Victoire, 
whose letters, after being immersed In vinegar, are carried to t e 
comte de Muy, who fumigates them previously to allowing them to 

reach the hands of the dauphin. 

«I am, etc., etc. 

« Versaiu.es, May j, n74 « nine o'clock, evening P 

Upon awaking the following morning I again received 
news of the king, who Was stated to Have passed a good 
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After this lesson of worldly wisdom, the excellent mard- 
chale gave me a friendly kiss, returned to her carriage, 
and I saw her no more during my stay at Ruel. 

The evening brought with it a second letter from the 
due d’Aiguillon, it was as follows: — 

« Madam,— I hasten to acquaint you with the pleasing information 
of his majesty being considerably better; his strength appears to have 
returned, and lie himself, in the consciousness of improving health, 
expressed aloud his regret for having been so hasty m advising yo u 
Zov* from him. He ta oorrtinuaUy repeal, <How weak a- 
selfish of me thus to afflict my dearest comitess! would you not ad 
vise me my friend, to request her immediate return V Of course, 
my reply was in the affirmative. His majesty then put _ the same 
nuestion^to the due de Richelieu, who answered, that in his opinion 
S was the best plan he could decide upon. The bulletin signed by 
the different physicians accompanies this: it leaves me nothing ; to ad 
but to recommend your bearing with patience this tem P°^ r y ab ^ 
from court, to which you will ex > long ^ return, move 
sought after, than ever. The due de la VrJlh^re and the abbd. lerray 
present the assurance of their unbounded respect and devotion, 

etc,, etc.® 

The duchess, my sister-in-law, and niece shared in joy 
at such gratifying intelligence, and the ensuing clay 
brought a concourse of visitors to Ruel; indeed, any one 
might have supposed that fresli swarms of flatterers and 
courtiers had been created only to swell my number ot 
humble and obsequious adorers. I bestowed on each un- 
meaning guest a smiling welcome, for indeed my heart 
was too light and I felt too happy to be enabled to frown 
even upon those who, when the storm appeared near, 
had basely deserted me. 

It was amusing enough to see with what zeal any per- 
son, whom I had previously recommended was assisted 
by the various ministers in the pursuit of their object; 
the Petit saint found himself all at once at leisure to pay 
his respects to me. He confirmed all the kind messages 
sent me by the king through the due d AiguiUom 
Madame de Mirepoix, who had visited me the preceding 
evening, reserved her next call for the following day, 
but a few hours effected a cruel change in my fortune. 
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Mansion that tlio receiving oxlrcmo unction was not so much the 
consequence of his own duugoroua state as a moro act of obodionco 
to an oslnbllHhed custom. It was then decided that the sacred core- 
many should take place at sovun o’clock in tho morning; and hero 
mono Homo little embarrassment; tho ecclesiastics insisting upon tho 
noocHslly of tho king's making somo striking and open atonement for 
what they wore pleased to term tho scandal of ids privaio lifo. 

«Tho king’s chahdicr now prosonted a pieluro at onco solemn and 
gloomy. Grouped together on one side tho bed might ho scon tho 
different noblemen in attendance upon Ids mnjosty; a llttlo removed 
Htoori tho clergy, concealed from tho invalid by tho closoly-drnwn 
curtains; In the midst of those contending parlios wore tho princesses 
going from one to tho oilier, vainly seeking by mild and gontlo 
mediation le produce a sutlsfaelory arrangement It was at length 
mulimituod, tlmt, on account of tho oxtromo weakness of tho invalid, 
tho grand almoner should pronounce in Ids nnmo a kind of honor- 
able apology for past oflfmxm 

«You can scarcely Imagine, madam, tho universal consternation 
spread throughout the chAloau by tho information that tho king was 
about to receive the last rltos of his church, The terror and alarm 
been mo overpowering for a while, hut subsiding into a more religious 
fooling crowds of persons followed with solemn rovorenco tho holy 
pmccBBlou n» It passed along, hearing tho holy sacrament to their ex- 
piring monarch. At tho moment when it was administered tho grand 
almoner, turning towards nil present, pronounced tho foilowiug words 
In tho Icing's 

«< Gentlemen, the weakness of his majesty provonllng him from 
expressing himself, ho has commanded mo to Inform you, that al- 
though ho Is responsible to God alono for his conduct, ho yot rogrots 
having caused any scandal to his people by tho irregularities of his 
life, that he sincerely repents of his Bins; and, should Brovidonco re* 
store 1dm to health, ho purposes living henceforward in ail the virtue 
and morality of his youth, in tho defence and maintenance of re- 
ligion, In preserving a true faith, and in watching over tho host 
Intorosla of his pooplo.> 

« Yours, madam, etc., oto.» 

I learned also, through another channel, that (accord- 
ing- to custom) forty hours' prayer had been enjoined in 
every church in Franco to implore the mercy of heaven 
for tho king, I heard too that tho shrine of Saint 
Genov ib vo had been displayed for tho veneration of true 
believers. 

I passed a miserable night, dreaming of graves, wind- 
ing-sheets, and funeral-torches, from which X only awoke 
to receive the morning's despatches. Alas! the news but 
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that whenever you foot dissatisfied with your residence 
in Franco, you will find at Deux Ponte an asylum, which 
the most earnest endeavors of the prince, my gracious 
patron, will strive to render agreeable to you.® 

I was much affected by tills mark of generous regard 
cm the part of prince Charles Auguste; and, turning 
quickly towards the duke, I exclaimed, 

“What think you of all this? Will you henceforward 
believe those self-dubbed philosophers, who assert that 
friendship is unknown to royalty? You have hero a 
proof of the contrary. For my own part, M, de Palchel- 
bel,” continued T, turning towards the minister, <( I am 
much gratified by your message, and entreat of you to 
thunk his royal highness most sincerely for mo. I will 
write to him myself on the subject, but beg of you to 
repeat that, kind us are his offers, I cannot accept of 
them *, but shall certainly remain in Franco until the new 
sovereign commands or permits mo to quit it.® 

I afterwards repeated to tho minister of Deux Pouts 
wlmt I hud previously stated in tho garden to M, de 
CoKsd, mid had the satisfaction of hearing irmdamo 
d'Aiguillmi approve of my sentiments. 

When T retired to my apartment I was followed by 
my niece. 

“ How happy are you, dear aunt,® said she, (< to pre- 
serve such friends in your present troubles.® 

« I owe them,® replied I, w to my simplicity and candor.® 
« Will you not retire to Germany ? ® 
w Certainly not,® answered I. 

«Yot it would bo better to allow the first burst of 
displeasure on tho part of the dauphinoBS to pass over,® 
« Who gave you this counsel, my dear niece ? I am 
quite sure it docs not originate in yourself.® 

“Iliad promised not to tell,® answered sho; « but if 
you insist upon it, I must confess, that I was persuaded 
by the prince de Condd and M, do Soubiso to urge you 
to follow it.® 

«Do they then wish for my absence ? ® inquired I, an- 
grily. 

“Only for your own sake, dearest aunt.® 
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first gaming-table lie met with. We separated without 
much emotion on either side. He next took leave of 
Chon and his daugliter-in-law; the former wept bitterly, 
for she was a most excellent and amiable girl; but the lat- 
ter, who knew but too much of the villainy of her father- 
in-law, could scarcely repress her joy at his departure. 
Comte Jean perceived it; and, according to his brutal 
custom, indulged in a coarse jest at her expense; for one 
of his maxims was to hold all women in sovereign con- 
tempt but such as could be useful to him. For my own 
part, his absence gave me something like a feeling of 
pleasure; his presence was wearisome to me; it was like 
the dregs of the cup which had intoxicated my senses. 

During the day several false reports arrived of the death 
of the king; but at length, about half past four o’clock 
in the afternoon, I received the following letter: — 


« Madam, —You have lost your best friend and I an excellent 
master: at three o'clock this day his majesty breathed his last. I 
can scarcely describe to you the horrors of his death-bed. The prin- 
cesses Adelaide and Sophie braved the frightful contagion to the last, 
and never quitted him till the last spark had flown. Alas! with the 
exception of themselves, every attendant openly expressed their 
weariness and disgust. 

« For several days the physicians have forbidden the windows to 
be opened; and those condemned to Inhale the pestilential vapor of 
the room vainly sought to counteract them by every powerful fumiga- 
tion. Alas, madam, what is a king when he can no longer grasp the 
sceptre? How great a leveller is death! The prelates had aban- 
doned the sick chamber, and left a simple curd of the chapel to take 
their place; the lords in waiting and other officers shrunk from the 
duties of their office, and, with their eyes fixed on a time-piece ea- 
gerly awaited the hour which should free them from it. The princesses, 
who perceived this Impatience, durst make no complaint, while the 
king, occasionally recovering his senses, uttered broken sentences, 
expressive of the religious terror which had seized his mind. At 
length, at a few minutes past three o’clock, Lemonnler, in Ms 
capacity of first physician, said, after laying his hand upon theffieart 
of thepatieut, and placing.a glass before his lips, <The king is dead. 
At these words all present strove with indecent haste to quit the 
chamber; not a single sigh, not one regret was heard. The prin- 
cesses .were carHed insensible to their apartments. . 

«The extinction of a bougie which had been placed in a certain 
window, announced the accession of the dauphin ere the due 
d’Aumont had informed him of the decease of his august grandsire. 
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This letter wrung from me some bitter tears, as well 
for the kin? who had so lavishly bestowed his affections 
upon me, as for myself. What would now he my fate! 
Alasl I knew not; all my brilliant prospects were btmed 

in the coffin of my late protector. 

The due d’Aiguillon arrived at Ruel about midnight; 
he as well as the other ministers who had been about 
the late monarch during his last illness, being prohibited 
bv etiquette from following the present monarch to Choisy, 
whither the whole of the royal family had retired for a 
•few days. He told us that the due d’Aumont, having 
commanded La Martinibre to proceed with the embalm- 
ing of the royal corpse, that physician replied, Cei- 
tainlv my lord, it shall be done if you command it, but, 
in that case, the duties of your office compel you to re- 
ceive his majesty's bowels in a golden dish; and I pro- 
test, that such is the state of the body, that of all w 10 
may assist at the operation, not one will survive eight 
days. It is for your grace to determine what shall be 

d °M.' d’Aumont thought no more of embalming his late 
master but gave orders for the body being immediately 
placed in a laden coffin, tom which there still issued 

frightful effluvia. - 

Up to the moment of my quitting Ruel madame do 

Mirepoix gave me no token of recollection: I heaid 
that herself and the prince de Beauvau were reconciled, 
and for her sake I rejoiced at it. No person came near 
us the whole, of the day with the exception of M. do 
Cossb, and I sat in hourly expectation of some older 
from court. At length we descried a travelling carriag; 
with six horses, proceeding at a rapid pace up tli® 
avenue. «I know that livery, » exclaimed I; tis that of 
my humble adorer, my obsequious slave, my fnencl ai 
court, the due de la Vrillibre, commonly called It pcfU 
saint , You see that the good soul could not delegate to 
another the pleasing task of arresting me; but permit 
me to retire to my apartment; it is fitting he should seek 
me there if he has any communication to make to me. 

The duchess, approved my resolution ; and the due do la 
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Willi bro having* been introduced into the salon, after the 
first compliments, requested to see me, that he might 
acquaint me with the king’s pleasure. 

Mademoiselle du Barry undertook to inform me of the 


(.'hike’s arrival. 

"You wore not mistaken, dear sister,® said she; "the 
due do la Vrillibro is the bearer of the king’s orders re- 
specting you*, but compose yourself, I beseech you.® 

« Fear not,® said I; «I am as calm as you would have me. 
Toll the vile dissembler, I mean the duke, I await him.® 
M. Tartuffe was but a faint copy of le petit saint as 


ho presented himself before me. His manners still re- 
tained part of their former servility, but there was a 
lurking smile about him, which proved how well he was 
pleased with the part he had to perform. _ 

Ho approached me with lingering steps and an air of 
mysterious importance, while a sort of sardonic grin con- 
tradicted the sorrow he endeavored to force into his 
countenance. For my own part, X caused the folding- 
doors to be thrown open, and advancing ceremonious y, 
stood to receive the orders of the king. I bowed stiffly 
and silently; and, with something like a malicious satis- 
faction, I witnessed the embarrassment into which my 
cool and collected manner threw him. 

« Madam,® said ho at last, «I have a painful duty to 
perform: in a word, I am the bearer of a lettre de cachet . 

K Well, air! * said I, tranquilly. ■ _ 

« Madam, I must request you to believe how gieatly I 
regret the task imposed upon me; but my duty and obe- 
dience to the king — * ^ .. 

« Would enable you to strangle your nearest re ative. 

AU that is well known; but, in the name of all that is 
1,ase 'cowardly, and unmanly, could no one but you be 
found to remind a distressed and afflicted woman that she 

has lost her only friend and support? ^ 

« Madam, I repeat, obedience— necessity— 

"Enough, sir; I pity you.® < 

« Madam, you outrage the king m my person. 

«No, sir; X respect the king too highly to believe that 
there could ever be any relation between him and 
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I thon penned a few hasty lines to the king-, indica- 
tive of my wishes for the happiness and prosperity of his 
reign, of my ready obodion.ee to his commands, and of 
my earnest wishes that my sister-in-law and niece might 
l>e permitted to visit me, This letter I was promised 
should bo punctually delivered. I had now the painful 
duty to perform of choosing- between Henrictte and 
Genevibvo, as only one attendant was allowed me at 
Pont, awx Dantes, Honrlctto pleaded her claim as my 
servant, while the excellent Genevibvo timidly urged her 
early friendship. 

<r l>,t chance decide it,” cried I, Thoy drew lots, and 
Genovibvo was selected. 

Wo reached Pont awx Dames in the middle of the 
night; it was a miserable looking place, which took its 
date from the time of Saint Louis or Charlemagne for 
ought I know. Wlmt a contrast met my eyes between 
this ruinous old building, its bare walls, wooden seats, 
and gloomy easements, and the splendor of Versailles or 
Choisy; all my firmness forsook mo, I threw myself weep- 
ing into the anna of Genovibvo, 

A courier lmd announced my intended arrival, and I 
found all the good sisters impatient to see mo. What 
eager curiosity did the pious nuns evince to behold one 
of whom thoy had hoard so much ovon in their quiet 
retreat, and how many questions had I to reply to from 
those who had the courage to address me. Alas! I, of 
ail the throng assembled, was the most anxious for quiet 
and solitude, 

I was lodged in the best apartments, which, however 
magnificent the good people q£ Pont aux Dames might 
consider them, were not on a par with the granaries of 
Lucie n no. But complaint was useless, and I could only 
resign myself to what was offered me, 



